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starting her own classes in the afternoon. 
“It’s hard to balance everything,” 

Kissler said. “Where is that line? Where 
is that line between ‘I need to get my 
stuff done, but not feel like I’m neglect-
ing (my son) at the same time?’”  

The coronavirus pandemic derailed 
the lives of many, leaving kindergart-
eners to doctoral candidates to pursue 
their studies online and leaving entire 
households simultaneously navigat-
ing multiple e-learning platforms. And 
ASU students with children are strug-
gling to stay afloat.

Kissler solicited help from other 
parenting students in a Reddit post in 
early August, garnering the attention 
of many who admitted to suffering the 
same challenges. Some failed classes 
in the spring semester, others dropped 
classes in the fall. All knew quite inti-
mately the stress Kissler described. 

ASU does not have a student parent 
database so those parenting while 
attending school have to self-identify, 
but about 12% of students who are 
enrolled in public, four-year universi-
ties are parents according to the Insti-
tute for Women’s Policy Research. 

Olivia Rines, a faculty member and 
doctoral candidate in linguistics and 
applied linguistics, had their daughter 
two years ago.
“I gave birth to a baby and I realized 

there was —” Rines paused as their 
daughter called for them from the other 
room. “Yes. I understand you’re hungry. 
Hold on just a second.” Rines said.

“And I realized that there was no 

support network or really even visibility 
for parents who are students on campus. 
At the time, I felt very alone.”  

Parenting students typically fall under 
the label "nontraditional" students. 
Nontraditional students are defined 
by the National Center for Education 
Statistics as typically being over the 
age of 24 and often having “family and 
work responsibilities as well as other 
life circumstances that can interfere        
with successful completion of educa-
tional objectives.”

Though those who are nontradtional 
fall outside the college student arche-
type, they make up a growing percent-
age of enrollment in universities.
“You get pushed from being a tradi-

tional student to a nontraditional 
student,” Rines said. “It definitely feels 
like you’re an outlier.” 

Prior to the pandemic, both Rines 
and Kissler described a feeling of help-
lessness. Rines notes that classes are 
positioned to be the priority for tradi-
tional students. 
“That’s not the way it can be with 

parenting students because obviously 
our children come first,” Rines said.

Students with children often face 
time constraints and financial obsta-
cles when pursuing a degree. Striking 
a balance between childcare, education 
and work proves challenging, and often-
times University faculty and adminis-
tration are not equipped to address the 
scope of the problem. 

One of the biggest challenges is a lack 
of affordable and accessible childcare. 

In a survey done by the Hope Center 
for College, Community and Justice 
at Tempe University, 62% of parent-
ing students and 70% of single parent 
students disagreed with the statement, 

“I can afford childcare.” 
Though some campuses offer afford-

able or free childcare, the number of 
childcare centers available to students 

Report

F rom the minute they woke up, it 
was a bad day. 
He was kicking, screaming, yell-

ing. He wouldn’t sit still. Every little 
action to try and assuage his frustration 
seemed futile. 

She was at her breaking point.  
In an act of desperation, Ellen Kissler, 

a senior studying computer science, 
e-mailed her son’s kindergarten teacher. 
“I don’t know what to do. I’m             

at the end of my rope. I need help,”         
Kissler wrote. 

Between her son's temper tantrums, 
Kissler tried to get him involved in 
his virtual kindergarten classroom  
while logging on to her own class in  
an attempt to make it in time  
for attendance.  

Her son’s teacher called back in the 
middle of Kissler’s Zoom class. She 
turned her video off, went on mute and 
took the call, bawling into the phone.

The day was especially bad. But bad 
days aren’t uncommon. 

Kissler has spent the past 3 years 
juggling working toward a degree and 
taking care of her now 5-year-old son.  

As both a parent and a full-time 
student, Kissler is no stranger to the 
challenges of balancing both. But this 
was supposed to be the semester where 
her son went to all-day kindergarten. 
This was supposed to be the semester 
where she’d have more time.

Now both Kissler and her son are 
attending online school. Kissler super-
vises her son’s kindergarten class from 
8 a.m. until about 11:30 a.m. before 

Learning curve
Parenting students silently struggle to balance both  
their course load and their children's needs amid the pandemic

by Kiera Riley
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on campus steadily decreased in  
the past decade while the number               
of students with children increased, 
according to a report by the Student 
Parent Success Initiative. 

And aside from facing more obstacles 
when taking and completing classes, 
parenting students often face general 
basic needs insecurity.
“There are many colleges that are still 

struggling to figure out how to handle 
situations with students who can’t 
meet their basic needs, but then add 
another human being into that equa-
tion and it makes even more challeng-
ing,” said Marissa Meyers, a practitioner 
and researcher for the Hope Center for 
College, Community and Justice at            
Tempe University.

The same survey found 53% of 
parenting students were food insecure 
in the prior 30 days, 68% of parent-
ing students were housing insecure in 
the previous year and 17% of parent-
ing students were homeless in the         
previous year.

Meyers notes that those suffering 
from basic needs insecurity often see 
a snowball effect when it comes to the 
challenges they face. 
“At what point does Social Services 

come in and say ‘We need to take your 
child away because you don’t have an 
adequate living situation;’ and then 
what are the chances that parent-
ing student is then going to complete  
the degree?”

This question echoed louder as the 
pandemic amplified the problems 
parenting students already faced. 

In March, ASU announced classes 
would transition online. Shortly after, 
Gov. Doug Ducey mandated school 
shutdowns across the state. Though 
some off-campus preschools and 
daycares stayed open during the height 
of the pandemic, some parents were 
wary of sending their children due to 

the risk posed by the virus. 
When classes went online, students 

with children now had to navigate  
their own virtual classes in addition to 
their children’s. 
“I wasn’t one of the people that all of 

a sudden had to figure out how to do 
online school for them,” Kissler said, 

“But when August came around it was 
finally hitting home.”  

Kissler failed a calculus class in the 
spring semester, and she may have 

to drop one or two more classes this 
semester to stay afloat.

Other parenting students found 
themselves in similar, if not identical, 
situations. The stress of classes intensi-
fied as many were now juggling school, 
work and homeschooling. 

“Every day it feels like a jigsaw puzzle. 
You’re putting in all your time and all it 
takes is that one little thing to just set 
off a whole day,” Kissler said.  

Kissler noted the importance of 
having people to talk to, something 
Rines also found incredibly help-
ful when they first started juggling    
parenting and school. 

For this same reason, Rines founded 
the Student Parent Network, an orga-

nization created to connect parenting 
students and to provide resources on 
and off campus. 

The group works in conjunction with 
ASU Family, and connects students 
with programs like the Child Care 
Access Means Parents in School and 
Sun Devil Child Care Subsidy. 

But most importantly, the group 
wants to provide a strong sense  
of  community.
“We’re just basically trying to make 

it so that the students don’t feel alone, 
because it is a very lonely experience,” 
Rines said. 

With 120 people on the network’s 
email list and 21 members in a new 
Facebook group, Rines hopes to grow 
membership in the coming months. 

Kissler said she often feels exhausted 
and hopeless. But, she got a tip under 
her Reddit post that she said has made 
all the difference. Her son’s kindergar-
ten teacher gave her similar advice in 
the midst of their worst day. 

“At some point, you have to say, this is 
good enough. It may not be perfect, but 
it’s good enough,” Kissler said.

Illustration by Nghi Tran
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Report

I n late August, Djuan Porter, also 
known as Black Dahlia, won a 
New York drag pageant all from the 

comfort of her Phoenix home. Instead 
of performing in front of a live audi-
ence, Dahlia performed alone, in front 
of a camera. 

Performers like Dahlia turned to 
other outlets to share their art amid the 
pandemic. What used to transpire on 
stage in front of a screaming audience 
of LGBTQ spectators and drunk bach-
elorettes has become a fully digital expe-
rience, with drag artists performing in 
their own homes on platforms such as 
Instagram live. 

Dahlia, a senior studying theatre, 
has been doing drag for just over two 
years. Her debut performance at ASU’s 
Arcadia pride show in 2018, which she 
volunteered to host, shot her into the 
local drag scene. 

Despite temporary bar and club 
closures brought on by the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Dahlia found notable 
success online with digital drag.

The pageant Dahlia won, Yonkers 

Click 
and drag
Despite temporary bar and club 
closures, some Phoenix drag 
performers have found a new 
life online

by Garrett Stanley
Photos by K.J. Herb

New York Pride Dragfest, was entirely 
digital, opening up the competition to 
queens from around the world. 
“I applied, and two or three weeks 

later I didn’t hear anything back… next 
thing you know, I got a DM from 
Yonkers Pride saying, ‘Hello, we’d like 
to congratulate you on being our first 
finalist,’” Dahlia said. 

Dahlia’s participation in the 
event consisted of two prerecorded         
performances along with a question 
and answer segment. 
“I competed to be the finalist against 

a Yonkers native and also a queen from 
all the way in London. I was victori-
ous and crowned Queen of Yonkers,”  
she said. 

Local queens, nationwide show
While Dahlia has performed in a multi-
tude of digital drag shows, other drag 
artists have turned to hosting their own. 
Phoenix locals Burandy J. Wine, Pyra 
Addiction and Rosie Cheeks, started 
their own digital drag show hosted on 
Instagram live. 

“It honestly started out just a random 
night. Pyra, Rosie and I decided to get 
on live and just mess around and get 
into drag,” Wine said.

Instagram drag quickly changed from 
a fun pastime to a way to make extra 
money on the side. 
“We were just lip syncing, doing 

our makeup, then people commented 
‘Put your Venmo, put your CashApp,’” 
Addiction said. 

From there, the queens decided to 
make it a weekly event. The show, titled 
Inferno, has gone live every Thursday 
for the last three months and has hosted 
over 100 drag performers to date from 
all across the U.S. The queens have seen 
digital drag shows open up a whole new 
medium for creativity. 

They give their guests the oppor-
tunity to perform live or prerecorded, 
and have been amazed by the talent 
they have seen. From live vocals to fully 
choreographed dance numbers, their 
show has it all. 
“I feel like it gives more of an oppor-

tunity to host people that (in-person 



6

Report

shows) couldn’t normally host,” Addic-
tion said, citing booking barriers like 
money or time. 

The Inferno queens noted that their 
show only provides supplemental 
income, and has proven to be more 
about the performance than the money. 
“Of course we all want it to be more, 

but whatever we can get, we are happy 
with because just being able to put our 
art out there and perform — it does 
something to you,” Cheeks said.

  Drag in a post-Drag Race world
With the rise in popularity of RuPaul’s 
Drag Race, the drag community has 
seen a lot of changes. The queens who 
appeared on the show have risen to 
superstar status, and many of them 
boast more than a million followers 
on Instagram. Local queens have noted  
the pros and cons of RPDR’s move into 
the limelight. 

“It’s really good that it’s going into the 
mainstream because it allows girls to 

have more opportunities,” Addiction 
said in reference to queens who have 
started makeup lines, released albums 
or launched acting careers. 

On the other hand, the Inferno 
queens pointed out that local queens 
are often left by the wayside.
“Any bar that would host a Ru girl, 

or any other popular elite queen, after 
that person performs and is out of the 
building, so are the people. It’s almost 
like a ‘f--- you’ to the rest of the  local



7

performers,” Wine said. 
Digital drag is no escape from this 

elitism. Many of the biggest shows are 
hosted by queens who competed on 
a drag television show, such as Trin-
ity the Tuck’s new competition spon-
sored by Twitch. Wine feels that local 
queens and shows are not given the 
same chance that more “elite” queens 
are given. 
“I feel like if we were to have an 

opportunity to be in or be watched like 
some of these shows, then maybe our 
tips could be higher,” Wine said. 

Addiction acknowledged that RPDR 
set a new standard for local queens that 
is often less than attainable.  
“When people just see Drag Race, 

they see these polished queens because 
of the standard that Drag Race has 
created throughout the seasons. They 
don’t understand what it took them 
to get there, or how they started out,” 
Addiction said. “They just see what is 
on TV and expect it to be there as soon 
as they hear the word ‘drag.’”

Cheeks noted that the major differ-
ence between local queens and “elite” 
queens isn’t talent. It’s money. 
“I can still do all the same things they 

do, just because I don’t have as much 
money doesn’t mean I’m not as good,” 
Cheeks said.

Dahlia expressed distaste for the way 
elitism has divided the drag community. 

“Drag, in essence, was to bring people 
together. And as we see in society, we 
always end up finding a way to catego-
rize a greater umbrella of a community,” 
Dahlia said. 

Online platforms opened up a lot of 
opportunities for drag performers, but 
they also opened up opportunities for 
fans to express their thoughts more 
openly, especially in relation to the 

“new standard of drag.” Wine pointed 
out that everyone’s a critic nowadays. 
“You’re not Michelle Visage, you’re 

not RuPaul, why are you judging me?” 
Wine said. “You’re not doing drag, you 
don’t get padded, you don’t tuck, it’s 
just like, all of a sudden everybody’s     
a judge.”

While this standard of drag is being 
applied universally, it is certainly not 
all-encompassing. All of the queens 
expressed a desire for RPDR to do 
a better job casting all types of drag 
performers, not just cis-male queens. 
Historically, any trans women cast on 
the show were cast under the pretense 
that they were cisgender men, or came 
out after the show and were asked  
to return. 
“There’re so many performers that I 

personally know who are trans, who 
are (drag) kings who I’ve never seen 
anybody do anything like them, and 
the fact that they don’t have a plat-
form to go to that is as mainstream 

as drag race is disappointing,” Cheeks 
said. “If Drag Race had (diverse cast-
ing) I think the competition would get 
even harder, because you have so many 
talented people who are from such               
different areas.”

The Inferno queens attributed the 
lack of representation on RPDR  
partly to the commodification of  
queer culture. 
“(Drag Race) may feel like their 

customers will not be happy with 
supporting a product if they support 
somebody who is trans or a drag king,” 
Addiction said. “I just feel like they’re 
trying to basically save a company  
and make sure that they keep their 
pockets full.”

Wine feels like there is some level      
of exploitation. 
“It’s very frustrating that big compa-

nies take the little that we have and 
then exploit it to make it bigger for 
their pockets, not our pockets,” Wine 
said. “In a sense, they’re pretty much 
using queer culture for money.”

Digital drag shows have provided a 
platform for all types of drag artists to 
excel, not just cisgender male perform-
ers. The Inferno show welcomes all 
types of drag performers. 
“We encourage anyone to do 

anything,” Cheeks said. 

 “You’re not doing drag, you don’t get 
padded, you don’t tuck, it’s just like, 
all of a sudden everybody’s a judge.” 

-Burandy J. Wine
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Hell on earth: 
Inching toward 
an endless  
fire season
As wildfires increase globally  
due to climate change and 
Arizona’s drying conditions 
worsen, ASU researchers 
pose questions on how to best 
approach conservation

by Itzia Crespo

With fires forcing over 1,000 people to 
evacuate their homes, Arizona’s unusu-
ally high almanac of fires broke records 
this summer, leading researchers to 
break down the best ways to combat  
this phenomenon. 

The state is home to one of the areas 
most susceptible to urban heating, with 
concrete and asphalt trapping heat in 
highly populated cities; the dry envi-
ronments of forests and deserts in the 
area are not immune to from threats  
of burning. 

Jeffrey Klopatec, ASU emeritus profes-
sor and ecosystems ecologist, stated that 
the drying of ecosystems in Arizona is 
brought on by the changing climate, in 
turn lengthening what is referred to as 
"fire season." Klopatek fears that in the 
coming years, the season will continue to 
consume more months, with a decrease 
in usual monsoon season rains failing to 
halt the occurrence.

Although this year’s increased fire 
activity has been largely attributed to 
record-breaking heat and the constant 
incline of climate change effects and 
increasing greenhouse gases, fire expert 
and emeritus professor at ASU Steven 
Pyne is a proponent of deeper inquiry 

when it comes to the increased preva-
lence of wildfires and the cycles that 
impede any hopes of decline.

Pyne has long been cited as journalists’ 
“go-to expert” on all things fire, with over 
30 books published and an appearance 
on TED2015 in a video titled “How 
fire shapes everything.” The conserva-
tion specialist has become the face of a 
movement for some, leading audiences 
to dig past climate change as the source 
of increasing wildfires and refocus atten-
tion on the actions that first caused the 
planet to heat. 

Pyne described fire like a virus: not 
living, “but it propagates through depen-
dence.” He said efforts to combat climate 
change are good, but that simultaneously 
ignoring the things that lead to mass 
amounts of combustion of fossil fuels  
is counterproductive. 

Pyne cited a crisis that erupted in the 
‘60s as the start of a shift in the culture 
of combating fires globally. Although 
many fires that occurred in the state this 
year were caused by lightning strikes, the 
fossil fuels used even in fire combating 
efforts can contribute to climate change.

“If you took away all of our airplanes 
and helicopters, all the engines and the 
bulldozers, and you took away all the 
pumps and chainsaws, what would you 
have?” Pyne said. “Could we pretend to 
fight fire in the way we do? No.”

The effects of resources
In early July, U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue and Gov. Doug 
Ducey announced a new framework to 
increase coordination and cooperation 
to address forest health risks and wild-
fires across the state, according to a press 
release. The plan would accelerate the 
pace and scale of projects like the Four 
Forest Restoration Initiative, a statewide 
strategy for restoring Arizona’s forests. 

Prescribed fires and mechanically thin-
ning trees have been used to help aid in 

forest restoration in Arizona as a part of 
the program in the past. According to 
the USDA website, these projects have 
been successful, but the acres treated 
have not been sufficient to significantly 
reduce the threat of large-scale fires. 

But creating a framework for combat-
ing one of the world’s most pressing 
issues is not something that can be done 
without understanding exactly who is 
creating these cycles. 

A 2017 report by CDP Global, an 
international nonprofit organization, 
attributed 70% of the world’s green-
house gas emissions over the previ-
ous two decades to just 100 fossil fuel 
producers. The U.S. passed Saudi Arabia 
as the largest producer of petroleum 
hydrocarbons in the world in 2013. 

Klopatek said low income commu-
nities are the hardest hit, referenc-
ing farmworkers as an example of 
persons performing labor in dangerous  
conditions without proper equipment 
and resources.

“They've had to go out and work in a 
pandemic,” he said of agricultural work-
ers in Yuma. “Then they go home and 
they're in these deplorable air condi-
tions. These low-income communities 
don’t have airtight houses, and it's the 
fires that are exacerbating the situation.”

Kopatec said a lack of high quality 
housing and PPE during the corona-
virus pandemic paired with increased 
wildfires create extremely hazardous 
environments to people’s health. 

Douglas Lawton, doctoral candidate 
and faculty member for The College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, said politicians 
who deny climate change can get in the 
way of breaching the gap between their 
supporters and the research that supports 
climate change. 

“Some city officials have to say, ‘this 
doesn't happen only every two decades 
or so, this is happening every single year. 
How do we actually make ammends for 

Report
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that? How do we fix this without actually 
saying climate change is real?’” 

Klopatec said he’s never seen anything 
like this, and that researchers are sure the 
expansion of the fire season in coming 
years will create damage more difficult 
to reverse. 

“When you hear the Governor talking 
about a climate changing fire, it's not 
only the governor, it's the Forest Service,” 
Klopatec said. “It's the meteorologist, 
it’s the science community, and they're 
saying, ‘we have never seen anything like 
this, and this has been increasing over the 
last 10 and 20 years.’”

Pyne said he is accustomed to report-
ers reaching out to him for quotes when 
a wildfire occurs, but that the sensation-
alism usually does not last long enough 
to dive deeper into the shift in mentality 

required to make a change.
“Fire is news as long as it’s in the head-

lines,” he said.

Relearning the dangers
Lawton grew up in North Carolina 
and said he resonates with those college 
students who move into a large metro-
politan area and live unobservant of 
wildfires away from the city.

As an ecological expert, Lawton says 
he stays attentive to fires in the area, but 
that he understands how both gradu-
ate and undergraduate students can feel  
as though they are unaffected by  
climate changes.

“It’s kind of a bubble, like it will 
take me about 30 to 40 minutes to 
get to anywhere that seemingly more, 
quote-unquote, native or undisturbed,” 

Lawton said.
He does most of his work in Austrailia 

where a very stochastic rainfall regime 
stands in sharp contrast to the domi-
nant monsoonal season of Arizona 
that seems to be missing rainfall this  
time around. 

Lawton said the use of prescribed fires 
in dry land are vital, especially when 
drying forests create an environment 
where a fire can quickly spark up from 
a lightning strike and take over heavily 
forested areas. 

“A lot of animals, a lot of plants 
have evolved and depend on these fires 
happening; it's the rate of the fires that 
is the biggest issue.”  

Prescribed fires were banned in Cali-
fornia in 1850, and were not reimple-
mented until the 1960s when trees 
stopped growing in California’s forests. 

Since then there has been an increased 
understanding that dense forests create 
conditions for insect and disease 
outbreaks, high-intensity wildfires and 
an unsustainable environment for our 
forested ecosystems, according to the 
USDA website.

Halting the use of prescribed fires 
reflected colonization and a lack of trust 
in the practices Native people used to 
care for land. Pyne said the unnatural 
use of fires in place of prescribed fires has 
become a part of a culture tied to mass 
consumerism. 

“All the old boundaries are gone. I 
mean you could burn day and night, 
winter and summer, rain or shine, 
doesn't matter,” Pyne said. “It's essen-
tially unbounded.”

Prescribed fires have become common 
in some forest management agencies in 
recent years, allowing them to see the 
land as a renewable resource.

“Humanity is a unique fire creature,” 
Pyne said, “using our ability to control 
combustion and in some ways, to shape 
the world. ”

Illustration by Connor Wodynski
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Trinity: All right, what’s up guys, hope 
everyone’s vibing today. It’s Trinity  
with PQ Magazine, and you’re listening 
to PQ Q’s: stripped down, raw inter-
views with celebrities and new person-
alities. Today, we’re talking about the 
next possible baby boom. To give us 
some more insight, we have a guest 
speaker who just may be a star in        
the making.

Creator-managed cam shows have 
been a mainstay for decades, but in  
the early ‘20s, internet porn was shaken 
up by the addition of platforms like 
OnlyFans. Cam-style sex workers who 
began their careers on cam sites with 
less autonomy started moving toward 
managing their own content. While 
many performers did solo shows, there 
were also plenty of couple and group 
scenes — enter Barry. Two decades  
after a fateful couple’s show (and their 
next several shows), we have the priv-
ilege of interviewing Barry, who was 
conceived on-camera. Let's welcome   
to the mic the first known adult child 
of OnlyFans!

Thanks for coming, Barry.  
Barry: Hey — thank my dad! (laughs). 
But seriously, thanks for having me! 
T: Hey — thank your mom! (laughs).
B: Hey, ease up. Those are my parents.
T: Of course. I’m so sorry. 
B: Hey — tell my mom. Ah, I’m just 
kidding! I got you!

T: You got me! This is fun, but let’s jump 
in. Barry, as I said in your introduction, 
you are the first known adult child of 
OnlyFans. How do you feel about the 
celebrity you’ve gained recently? 
B: You know, it’s kind of crazy, because 
I’ve known I was a star of sorts my 
whole life. My parents told me I         
had thousands of fans long before I     
was born.
T: Why do you think this is such big 
news? At this point, some other people 
must have been conceived on OnlyFans.
B: Well, I think it was big that I wasn’t 
just conceived there, but gestating 
in many of the videos. So I was the 
one bringing the audience. I gave my 
parents the “wow” factor that made 
them the motivational speakers that 
they are today. 
T: And I’m glad you bring that up — 
you were gestating in many of your 
parents’ videos following your concep-
tion. Can you touch on that more?
B: Of course. So, obviously, my parents 
filmed about 300 videos throughout 
the course of my mom’s pregnancy, and 
those are their most viewed videos to 
this day. Of course, their creative work 
mattered before I came around, but 
let’s not forget I was the moneymaker. 
That’s why they set up a college fund for 
me, and why I have five degrees.
T: Right, you also mentioned your 
degrees before recording. Are you a big 

proponent of higher education?
B: Not at all. I mean, my two and a 
half medical degrees were a necessity 
for my off-off Broadway performance 
in an original play called Night, Doctor. 
And for my medical practice, I guess, 
but that’s honestly just about following  
the pictures. I feel like if you really   
want to do higher education, go to 
community college and figure it out 
from there. Universities are stealing 
your money — or in my case,  preg-
nancy fetishists’ money.
T: Do you ever think about following 
in your parents’ footsteps and camming 
yourself now?
B: You know, I have thought about 
coming out of retirement. I mean,    
I’ve been in the industry since before 
I  was born. So I see it more like a 
potential return after a 20-year sabbat-
ical. My parents are pretty cool about 
letting  me figure out what I want to do 
with my life, whether or not it means 
going into the family business. So I’ve 
never  felt any pressure to cam, or to 
speak motivationally. And thank God, 
because I am terrible at motivating 
people. I pretty much just spend my 
time vibing, or looking at my diplomas. 
I’d love to do that on camera, so I have 
thought about starting a cam site where 
I just vibe with my clothes on. 
T: So like, going on Instagram live?
B: Yeah, but I would get paid for it.

Satire

The OnlyChild
A conversation with the first adult child conceived on OnlyFans

by Allie Mahai
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B: (laughs) But let’s get serious for         
a second. I never have and never will 
see any of the films I was in, just like 
Freddie Highmore. 
T: I don’t watch Freddie Highmore 
films either, because they scare me.  
The Spiderwick Chronicles still gives  
me nightmares.
B: Yeah, and if you wanna talk          
about exploitation, let’s talk about  
The Good Doctor! 
T: Oh god, I forgot about that. And 
wasn’t he in Bates Motel too? I didn’t 
watch it, because Freddie Highmore 
scares me.
B: Yes, and I just found out that appar-
ently Alfred Hitchcock was like a creep 
and brutal to his actors?

T: So you’d want to be an influencer.
B: No, I don’t want to be persuasive. 
I want to vibe, but for money. Like, I 
chill, and then people send me money. 
So I have money and I chill, as well       
as vibe.
T: And as you’ve said a couple times, 
you were in the industry prior to your 
birth. Some people have said this is a 
form of child exploitation. What are 
your thoughts on that?
B: I mean, obviously I hadn’t been 
born yet, so if they have a problem with 
pregnant people having sex — tell my 
mother! (laughs)
T: (laughs)
B: (laughs)
T: (laughs)

T: Wow, so unfortunate — like Once 
Upon a Time ... in Hollywood. :/
B: Oh I can’t watch any  of those movies.
T: I get it, Tarantino’s just cruel in his 
direction. It can be hard to watch the 
gore toward marginalized people. And 
the feet.
B: Yeah, after my podiatry degree, I had 
to draw the line at foot fetishes. Once 
you know how the sausage gets made, 
you only want to practice sausage for 
a living, not for recreation. And yeah, 
Tarantino sucks, but I meant I can’t 
watch anything with Lena Dunham in 
it — she scares me. :/
T: Thank you so much for joining  
us today!

Illustration by State Press Magazine 
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ASU’s triathletes focus on the long run in the wake of COVID-19 | by Ike Everard | Photos by Mat t Keough
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S tanding on the shores of Tempe 
Town Lake on a Tuesday at 6 a.m., 
one sound is deafeningly absent 

from the cacophony arising as students 
stir and get ready for class. That sound 
is the shouts, splashes and footfalls of 
the ASU triathlon team. Instead, the 
athletes work in small groups, training 
for specific disciplines and doing what-
ever possible to stay sharp. 

The team, which has won their first 
four USA Triathlon Women’s Collegiate 
national titles, had their bid for a fifth 
derailed by the coronavirus pandemic. 
Faced with a tough decision, adminis-
trators felt cancelling the season was the 
right call as health concerns arose. 

“Of course we’re disappointed, but the 
positives are still good in the sense that 
we’re able to put in that work,” Head 
Coach Cliff English said. 

Prior to announcing the cancelation 
of the season, coaches and administra-
tors held deliberations. Coach English, a 
prominent voice in the discussion, made 
it clear that as the dominos started to fall 
across the country, it was only a matter 
of time until they had to decide. 
“It was definitely the right thing to 

do. We probably would’ve preferred to 
wait until the NCAA and Pac-12 made 
that decision, but being a fall sport 
with our season starting up so quickly, 
we were already looking at getting our 
student-athletes in early so they can do 
their quarantine and get ready to train,” 
English said. “That vote came out, and 
the very next day we told the team.”

As for announcing the cancellation 
to the athletes, many of whom were        
hard at work preparing for upcoming 

events, the coaches opted for a straight-
forward approach. 
“We told them (ourselves),” English 

said. “We did a team Zoom with the 
parents. We thought that was easiest.”

Team captain Rebecca Naughton, a 
senior studying mechanical engineer-
ing, was at home in Iowa with her family 
when she heard the news. 

“I was a little disappointed, but with 
the state everything was in, I knew             
it was a good call,” Naughton said. 

“Obviously they made this decision to 
keep us safe and healthy, so it’s hard to 
be mad or upset.” 

That bittersweet reaction was echoed 
by the coaching staff as well. 
“There was some disappointment. I 

do think that there was some relief just 
considering the uncertainty of every-
thing that’s going on with COVID being 
so different in different places,” Assistant 
Coach Nicole Welling said. 

The initial part of the Zoom call was 
full of shock. As coaches explained 
the advantages of having a year off to 
train and focus on school, a different  
reality set in.
“They always impress. They’re just so 

mature and have a very good perspec-

“OBVIOUSLY THEY MADE THIS 
DECISION TO KEEP US SAFE 
AND HEALTHY, SO IT ’S HARD 
TO BE MAD OR UPSET.”
-REBECCA NAUGHTON
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performance until a few years out of 
college. Most Olympians in the sport 
are in their late 20s. English believes this 
year could be a huge help for those trying 
to reach that level. 
“A lot of them have aspirations for 

representing their countries at world 
championships or the Olympics,” 
English said. “We try to encompass 
all of that and look at building toward         
their future.” 

The team has since returned to Tempe 
as part of ASU’s general reopening, and 
to the delight of all, resumed practice. 
“There were parents that had some 

questions,” English said. “Everyone was 
like, ‘(We) still want to come.’”

Hannah Henry, a senior studying 
business entrepreneurship, was living in 
Victoria, B.C. prior to the call to return. 
She was swimming with the Canadian 
national team and living in an area with 
zero COVID-19 cases, “but she still 
wanted to come,” English said. 

For the past three years, the national 
championship took place in Tempe. 
Assistant Coach Nicole Welling has led 
the charge on securing and producing 
the event, garnering rave reviews in the 

tive on life and the world and what it 
all means,” English said. “We know it’s 
short term. This isn’t a death sentence 
or anything.”

Athletes now practice in pods. Each 
athlete is able to work on the aspect 
of triathlon most suited to their needs. 
Whether it’s biking, running or swim-
ming, the coaching staff is excited about 
potential growth due to the new format. 
“We really fall into that category 

where having a year to do work is great,” 
English said. 

The team has also been careful to 
follow guidelines set by the Univer-
sity to ensure a safe return to campus                
and competition. 
“They have been going very well. 

Everyone adapted to the safety protocols 
quickly to make sure we are continuing 
to stay healthy as a team and look out for 
each other,” Naughton added. 

Triathlon is unique among college 
athletics in that it isn’t governed by the 
NCAA. Instead, USA Triathlon holds a 
series of qualifiers and a national cham-
pionship. The team is also free to compete 
in a variety of independent events. 

Triathletes don’t usually hit their peak 

process. Now, with the cancelation of 
the event, she said she’s disappointed but 
not discouraged.
“We were all cylinders firing until 

the season got canceled,” Welling said. 
“We’re hopeful and looking forward to 
hosting in 2021 if that becomes available.”

English added, “Nicole has been 
hugely instrumental with that race. It’s 
been really cool having it in our back-
yard these past three years. She’s gotten 
it to this place where we’ve seen it                
really grow.”

As a smaller sport, triathlon relies 
on both the support of donors and the 
athletic department to fund equipment, 
facilities and scholarships. With the 
cancelation of football, many univer-
sities experienced difficulty sustaining 
sports which relied on that income.

In July, Stanford University announced 
they were cutting 11 non-revenue 
sports due to the financial impact of the 
pandemic. Despite uncertainty around 
the country, leadership is not worried 
about the future of the program. 
“We have a lot of faith in them and 

they’ve expressed the same to us,” English 
said of ASU’s athletic department
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“We’re all in it together and we’re all 
going to try to make this work and float 
and get through it. It’s not going to end 
us or define us. We’ll be stronger for it.”

The team has also spent years establish-
ing a strong local network.
“Our support base for triathlon is 

tremendous in the Phoenix area. We’re 
so lucky we have really supportive 
donors and a really supportive commu-
nity around us,” Welling added.

Like most Division I sports, triathlon 
is awarded scholarships. With the NCAA 
ruling that fall athletes will be allowed 
to maintain eligibility and be granted 
a scholarship waiver, Sun Devil Triath-
lon’s five seniors will be able to return 
next year. Program leadership, who had 
worked hard on recruiting starting last 
March, said the waiver came as a relief.

“That was the big one. We were antic-
ipating five (athletes) graduating and 
obviously we were recruiting for five,” 
English said. “We’re gonna talk with all 
the girls and work it out. All of them 
could come back and it’s not going to 
count against us. We’re just going to go 
case-by-case with each of them and talk 
about their future and see what they 

want to do.”
The transition added barriers for some 

freshmen this year as well. Coaches have 
been working to create a fun yet compet-
itive atmosphere within the program in 
a safe manner. The team usually holds 
barbecues and other activities, but due 
to the pandemic, they have had to get 
creative in their efforts to bond.
“If there is ever a chance to catch up 

with someone during a warmup or 
cooldown, I always take it,” Naughton 
said. “It’s really important just to check 
in and see how their lives are going. 
Everyone has their own struggles right 
now and it’s nice to know someone is 
willing to hear you out.”

The effects of the virus on the athletes’ 
personal lives extend back to May. The 
first two seniors, who had been with the 
program since its inception four years 
ago, graduated over Zoom. 
“That was hard,” English said. “We 

didn’t have an in-person ceremony.           
It was basically like, ‘Thank you very 
much, we’re gonna miss you.’ It’s a very 
different thing.”

While the team waits on a decision 
from USA Triathlon and the Univer-

sity about when competition can safely 
resume, they’ve been resourceful as they 
work to stay sharp and get better outside 
of their altered practice sessions. 
“Lately, I have been reflecting on past 

races and watching pro races online to 
learn,” Naughton said. “The coaches 
have also been challenging us with time 
trials in practice to help us keep the feel-
ing of racing fresh.”

Welling made it clear that the spirit 
of innovation and the drive to get 
better that keeps the team together in  
their pursuit of that elusive fifth consec-
utive title. 
“We really do care,” English said. “The 

girls and the team understand that we’re 
making decisions for them with their 
future in mind, and their health in mind. 
I always feel as a coach that’s something 
you never compromise.”
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Forgotten  
footsteps
The Yaqui community’s fight for 
educational representation within 
a region they built

by Raphael Romero-Ruiz

T hey’ve had to learn everything 
about their culture on their own 
terms: the people around them, 

the articles their search engines generate. 
But never a classroom.
Ancestral knowledge is a privilege not 

afforded to all. Not everyone can crack 
open a history textbook to pictures of 
faces like their own. 

The Yaqui, or Yoeme, people endured 
great pain at the hands of colonization. 
In spite of that great pain, the Yaqui have 
been dogged in keeping their sacred 
culture alive. 

The north side of the colonial-drawn 
border does not tell those stories.

At the beginning of the 20th century, 
hundreds of thousands of men, women 
and children were crossing the U.S.-Mex-
ico border into Arizona to seek asylum 
from persecution. Porfirio Díaz, a seven-
term Mexican president and dictator 
who held office for 31 years, escalated 
the government’s actions to “pacify” the 
Indigenous people along the Hiak Vatwe 
or the Rio Yaqui. Mexico, a settler-colo-
nial state, enslaved and committed geno-
cide against Yaqui people in an effort to 
remove them from their ancestral lands. 

Those who rebelled against the govern-
ment were met with death or slavery. 
Leaders like Cajemé, who led a move-
ment to establish a sovereign nation in 
the state of Sonora, were imprisoned and 
murdered after being paraded through 
the towns near the Rio Yaqui. Those who 
were enslaved were sent to the Yucatán 

Peninsula to work. Surviving meant 
finding a new home across what is now 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 

These stories are not printed in text-
books or included in curriculum, but 
they are told in the faces of the people 
in my community. Growing up in what 
is now Tucson's south side, one of the 
areas to which Yoeme asylum seekers 
migrated, I learned from my family in 
the Pascua Yaqui Tribe, a federally recog-
nized community of the Yoeme people, 
the history long-forgotten. 

Arizona would not be the state it is 
today without the contributions of the 
Yoeme but, public school classrooms 
have yet to acknowledge the commu-
nity when educating the youth. This has 
a tidal wave effect of erasure across class-
rooms, including ASU’s. 

A lack of in-depth education of Indig-
enous peoples' history goes beyond 
ASU and is a concern nationwide as 
our education institutions continue to 
pick and choose what is “academic” or 
important. It’s a reminder of who these 
spaces were made for and whose stories 
their coursework is tailored to tell. ASU 
is an educational institution with its 
pillars rooted in the same white suprem-
acy that created the mass migration and 
genocide in Sonora. Efforts have been 
made to rectify this but it has been a slow 
uphill battle. 

ASU’s campuses overlap with the 
areas where Yaqui history took place 
and surround the town of Guadalupe, 
a settlement of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe. 
The University also takes up space in the 
Salt River Valley on ancestral territories 
of Indigenous peoples, including the 
Akimel O’odham (Pima) and Pee Posh 
(Maricopa) Indian Communities. 

With a presence that impacts tribal 
communities across the state, ASU 
should prioritize teaching Yaqui and 
Yoeme history, but it does not. 

Noah Huerta, a senior studying jour-

nalism with a focus in public relations, 
currently serves as the president of the 
Native American Journalists Association 
chapter at ASU. He and his family, all of 
Pascua Yaqui descent, are lifelong resi-
dents of Guadalupe.

“I haven’t learned anything about the 
Yaqui or Yoeme people in any of my 
public school education,” said Huerta. 
“Everything that I know is from my own 
studies and searches or from what I’ve 
heard in my hometown of Guadalupe.” 

Huerta's experience is all too common 
among Yoeme people. Without the 
support of the public school system in 
Arizona, the Pascua Yaqui tribe relies 
on the time, memories and resources 
of their own community to bridge the 
gap in educating their youth on the rich 
history and tradition of their culture. 

“We should be taught Yaqui history, 
especially in Arizona. The Yaqui tribe has 
been here for a long time due to mass 
migration because the Mexican govern-
ment was committing genocide,” Huerta 
said. “There are huge Yaqui communi-
ties in Guadalupe and southern Tucson. 
Teaching our history would benefit the 
youth of our communities.”

ASU currently has programs to meet 
this academic hole in the curriculum 
for many Arizona students. Yet, it does 
not seem to have a proactive approach 
to implement education that would 
responsibly incorporate the Indigenous 
perspective and shed light on the Yoeme 
people. Classes at the Transborder school 
offer a look into borderlands history, but 
specific curriculum on Yaqui migration 
and genocide is not taught throughout 
the entire Transborder program. 

ASU has a responsibility to the Indig-
enous people of this state, including the 
Yoeme people, for enduring horrific 
hardships in the creation of both of the 
settler nations that make up our border-
lands today.

“In classrooms at ASU, I often feel 

Opinion
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like an outsider. Teaching, especially in 
history courses, usually comes from a 
very Eurocentric point of view. Telling 
the stories of not only the Yaqui people 
but also other Native tribes would make 
me feel better represented and seen,” 
Huerta said.

Catalina Flores, a senior studying 
anthropology and family and human 
development, said she also feels under-
represented in the classroom, a feeling 
she first grappled with in her youth. 
Flores is a Yoeme from Tucson, where 
her ancestors arrived during the Mexi-
can Revolution along with hundreds of 
other Yoeme seeking asylum from the 
hardships of war and persecution.  

Flores grew up in Barrio Libre, a 
Yoeme community in South Tucson 
that is home to many other immigrant 
communities, including a large popula-
tion of Latinx people. 

“Growing up, I felt like I wasn't 
supposed to be talking about (Yoeme 
migration and genocide) openly in the 
classroom, and it made me feel like I 
wasn't represented, kind of like hiding 
in the shadows at times,” she said.

Though a sense of community exists 
in Tucson, Flores felt alienated because 
her peers did not share the same expe-
riences, nor could they sympathize 
with her ancestral traumas due to a lack  
of education. 

“There's been a shift toward more 
inclusivity of Indigenous people overall, 
but there's still a lot of work that needs 
to be done in terms of educating people 
and letting people know that we're still 
here,” Flores said. 

She said she realized sharing her 
ancestors’ history is a way of healing 
and creating a more widespread under-
standing of the hardships Yoeme people  
lived through. 

Flores detailed the stories passed on 
from her elders, and how painful it was 
for her family and for many others who 

experienced the same hardships. She 
spoke of family whose location she is still 
unsure of and the questions she and her 
family often pondered. Are they alive? 
Did they get sent off to the Yucatán 
Peninsula as many Yoeme were? 

History details individual experiences 
and should foster dialogue on both the 
high and low points of humanity. 

Instead, history has become a form 
of indoctrination by those who write it. 
Though history by nature is unbiased, 
those who decide which pieces of history 
are told are not unbiased in their deci-
sions. For current and future children 
of the state of Arizona and the many 

students who have come and gone, 
the version of history presented lacks 
the depth to recognize the world as 
it is. To knowingly pick and choose 
parts of history to teach young minds 
is an atrocious act of erasure, and the 
victims are the souls and ancestors of 
the people whose stories are not told. 
Teaching the Yoeme migration and 
genocide in schools will only create 
a better understanding of the world 
around us, and help to create a more 
equitable community for all.

Illustration by Connor Wodynski
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