
To the Arizona State University (ASU) community:


We as members of the LGBTQ+ Faculty/Staff Association, the Rainbow Coalition, and ASU 
community are writing to address an upcoming event being held by the ASU Center for 
American Institutions titled, “The Family Under Attack.”


This lunch conversation features a speaker by the name of Mary Rice Hasson who has 
perpetuated anti-trans messages framed under the guise of ‘countering gender ideology.’ Using 
religious teachings to justify their perspectives, she has been a vocal dissenter of LGBTQ+ 
rights in legal, educational, and political spaces. 


Although we would like to say that these perspectives do not represent the ASU community, the 
very fact that this is being held by an ASU Center showcases that such rhetoric is clearly alive 
and well within our very university environment. Such an event and perspective is likely to be 
invited under the guise of free speech, a common strategy used by those who seek to 
marginalize and disempower identity groups such as those within the LGBTQ+ community. 
Colleges and universities should be spaces for the exchange of ideas and healthy debates—but 
not when individuals’ lives are in the balance. 


In the interest of functioning within ‘a free speech’ frame, we would like to use our voice to 
speak to the damaging effect of these events and ideologies, together with affirming our 
LGBTQ+ students, staff, and faculty that we will continue to advocate and center your humanity.


Such an event is dangerous at this time. Vilifying the humanity of our trans siblings and the 
LGBTQ+ population in general only amplifies the anti-trans and -LGBTQ+ actions currently 
taking place in Arizona and the country overall. Just last year, the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) tracked 576 anti-LGBTQ bills in the United States. Research released by The Trevor 
Project in 2023 found that “86% of transgender and nonbinary youth say recent debates around 
anti-trans bills have negatively impacted their mental health.” Harmful rhetoric that perpetuates 
trans oppression and heterosexism veiled by linguistic moves such as ‘protecting the American 
family’ will have damaging effects on our students, staff, and faculty. And we would be remiss to 
not acknowledge that those most affected by this are those with multiple minoritized identities 
(e.g., trans women of color, queer and trans people with disabilities). 


To be clear, this is not just an ideological conversation. The lives of LGBTQ+ youth and people 
are literally at stake at this moment in history—as they have been throughout time. And giving 
voice to speakers that only intend to cause harm for people within our ASU community is 
simply not okay, especially not for an institution that prides itself on “not…whom it excludes, 
but…whom it includes and how they succeed.”


And to our LGBTQ+ ASU community, we see you. We are here for you. We will continue 
to fight for you. 


On the day of the event, we will host a counter space intended to combat the hate that will be 
present in that space. Please indicate in the Google Form if you would like to attend and we will 
pass along the information for this event. You can also email Antonio or Seren if you would like.


https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights-2024
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/new-poll-emphasizes-negative-impacts-of-anti-lgbtq-policies-on-lgbtq-youth/%23:~:text=A%2520majority%2520of%2520those%2520trans,negatively%2520impacted%2520their%2520mental%2520health.
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/blog/new-poll-emphasizes-negative-impacts-of-anti-lgbtq-policies-on-lgbtq-youth/%23:~:text=A%2520majority%2520of%2520those%2520trans,negatively%2520impacted%2520their%2520mental%2520health.
https://www.asu.edu/about/charter-mission
https://www.asu.edu/about/charter-mission
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1gsYsBiMZXcWIwIFvn-N9ihoDOjB-rKg2Ev6jhEvoTlaQTQ/viewform?usp=sharing


In solidarity,


Members of the LGBTQ+ FSA, Rainbow Coalition, and ASU Community


Antonio Duran, Ph.D., Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College, LGBTQ+ FSA President

Seren M. Nutt, ASU Library, LGBTQ+ FSA Vice-President

Benjamin Haynes, Edson College of Nursing & Health Innovation, LGBTQ+ FSA Public Policy 
Liaison
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Alia Wulff, Ph.D., New College of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences
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Michael Miller, MEd, EdPlus Digital Learning

Kevin Correa, Ed.D.

Meghan McDermott, M.Ed., MSW, TRIO Student Support Services

Alexis Teats, M.S., School of Social Work

Anonymous Graduate Student 

Anonymous Staff

Gabriel Frongillo, M.Ed., Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law

Kate Phillips M.Ed., W.P. Carey School of Business

Michelle Miranda-Thorstad (Community Advocacy and Social Policy, BA | Spanish, Minor)

Nicole Duby, Department of Psychology

Lorelei Burnside M.S.

Audrey Hawkes, MA, AE Communications

Kendra Bell, W. P. Carey School of Business
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Joshua T Horton, PhD, Department of English

Zenya Weatherall, MS, Staff

Kristin LaCroix-McDaniel, MFA, School of Applied Sciences and Arts

Travis Wilburn, Thunderbird School of Global Management

Avion Wick, B.A., Student Connection and Community

Adero C E Allison, PhD, Student Accessibility and Inclusive Learning Services

Margaret Stoner, M.Sc., McCain Institute

Nicole Crosby, MSW Candidate, Learning Engineering Institute

Anonymous Graduate Student/Anonymous Staff

Anonymous Staff

Anonymous Staff

Michael Kintscher, M.S., Graduate Student Government (GSG) and Ira A. Fulton Schools of 
Engineering




Itzel Villalobs, B.A. of Justice Studies, Student Connection and Community

Jesse Baltazar, Barrett, the Honors College

Daniel Eckstrom, Edson College of Nursing and Health Innovation

Nancy Liliana Godoy, MLIS, ASU Library

Shannon Mullarkey, MS, College of Integrative Sciences and Arts

Alicia Fritz / Complex Systems Science, MS / College of Global Futures

Anonymous Staff

Aryza Olague, First Star-Access ASU

Anonymous Staff

Ellen Lagerman, MPA, ASU Staff

Julie Bufkin, College of Health Solutions

Linsay DeMartino, Ph.D., Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College

Lirio Patton, Ph.D., Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College

Gillian Rodriguez, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Regan Fisher, MAEd, Curriculum Coordinator, ASU FIDM

Brigitte Bramer, MA, Thunderbird School of Global Management

Nikki Fordey, ASU Law Student

Molly Ott, Ph.D., Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College

Anonymous Staff

Paul Tontz, Ph.D., Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College

Audrey Ruiz, College of Health Solutions

Yadira Arellano, LMSW, ASU Staff

Avi, ASU Alum and Staff

Ford Peay, M.A., Ph.D. Student, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of English

Glen Loveland, Thunderbird School of Global Management

Adnan Turan, Ph.D. Candidate in Educational Policy and Evaluation, Mary Lou Fulton Teachers 
College

Caren Burgermeister, Program Manager, Center for Behavior, Institutions, and the Environment, 
ASU

Caelin Ross, MSLIS, ASU Library

Mary Martiniak, Decision Theater

Anonymous Graduate Student/Anonymous Staff

Dyandrea Labonte M.Ed., W.P. Carey School of Business

Anonymous Staff

Dave Fossum, Faculty, School of Music, Dance and Theatre

Jessica Salow, MLIS, ASU Library

Corie Cisco, ASU Library

Socks Jiemback, MS, Staff

K’Ehleyr McNulty, Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing

Jessica Harnisch, EdD, Writers' Studio

S.L Downie, ASU College of Integrative Science & Arts

Logan Franklin, M.S., College of Health Solutions




Ryan Jackson, ASU Library

Kylie Wynaker, LGBTQ+ FSA Member

Nick Ray, Knowledge Enterprise

Anonymous Staff

Rachel Fernandez, MLIS, ASU Library

Anonymous Graduate Student

Lydia Ross, Ph.D., Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College

Anonymous Graduate Student

Andrew, B.S. Computer Science, Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering

Robert DeSimone, The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Anonymous Undergraduate Student

Berenice Cassler, Industrial Engineering MS (alum class of 2019), Ira A Fulton School of 
Engineering

Bryan Ugaz, PhD Candidate - School of Molecular Sciences/Molecular Design and Biomimetics 

Anonymous Faculty

Anonymous Staff

Christopher Sharp, Clinical Assistant Professor & Director of the Office of American Indian 
Projects, School of Social Work

Lisa McCray Cannon, Ed.D., Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College

Mark Prestegard mlis, MLSt ASU libraries

Carson Brit, ASU Library

Anonymous Graduate Student

Mindy Zuckerman, PhD candidate, School of Earth and Space Exploration

Justin Lauk

Nizhoni Saenz, Master of Social Work Student, Watts College of Public Service and Community 
Solutions

Emily Williams, MS, CSP, School of Molecular Sciences

Anonymous Graduate Student

Anonymous Graduate Student

Anonymous Graduate Student

Ross Glass, Financial Aid & Scholarship Services

Alejandro Olvera, School of Earth and Space Exploration

Crystal Jackson, Associate Professor, School of Social Transformation

Anonymous Graduate Student

Jennifer Broome, MA student, School of International Letters and Cultures, TA

Anonymous Undergraduate Student

Kirtus Leyba, PhD Candidate, Computer Science

Paige W, Biomedical Sciences, Staff, Qmunity at ASU

Joya Scott, Asst. Teaching Professor, ASU School of Music, Dance and Theatre

Jayn von Delden J. D., Ph. D., Watts College, School of Criminology & Criminal Justice

Joe Buenker, M.S., ASU Library

Karina Wilhelm, SHESC




Anonymous Undergraduate Student

Anonymous Undergraduate Student

KK Sharma, MA, English Literature	 

Anonymous Undergraduate Student

Jason Boileau, School of Biological and Health Systems Engineering	 

Anonymous Undergraduate Student

Aleta Melton, EdPlus @SkySong

Amber Means, Social Work, Arizona State University	 

Kimberly Carson, Cultural Affairs	 

Richard Hauck, MSUS & MUEP, SOS & SGSUP	 

Hypatia Meraviglia, Geological Sciences Ph.D., School of Earth and Space Exploration	 

Anonymous Staff

Joyce Martin, MA, MLIS, ASU Library	 

Yogesh Mehta, PhD Candidate, Physics Dept, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Ahmed Hasan, Aerospace Engineering, Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering	 

Anonymous Faculty

Cindy Meza, MA  

Claire Richardson, PhD student, School of Earth and Space Exploration

Anonymous Staff

Brenna Garcia, Undergraduate Student, Rainbow Coalition

Anonymous Staff 

Christina Coleman, Post Doctoral Fellow

Vi Le, M.S., College of Health Solutions

Brian Evans, MA, University Housing

Timothy Cunningham, University Housing

Elizabeth Grumbach, Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics

Kryslen Holt, M.Ed., EdPlus

Madelaine Adelman, PhD, School of Social Transformation

Earl Lee, Edson College of Nursing and Health Innovations


