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About the cover:
State Press Magazine exemplified 
the theme of borders by 
photographing a businessman’s 
hand dripping gold paint onto 
a small globe. The gold paint 
represents ASU’s global influence, 
and the small size of the globe 
embodies the effect of the 
University’s expansion. Cover by 
Stella Atzenweiler.

E D I T O R ' S  L E T T E R

ASU’s reach transcends borders. 
Throughout this issue, you will read 
about the University’s influence 
around the world, as well as its 
international culture on campus. Most 
notable stories include how ASU has 
brought education to some of the 
most remote corners of Africa, and is 
attempting to do the same for those 
living on Native American lands. 

We also look at the effects of accent 
intelligibility in college classrooms, 
the arguments used to justify 
immigration into our country and a 
(not-so-abroad) study abroad saga.
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The myth of 
unintelligibility

Many students are frustrated 
that they can’t understand 
their professors’ accents, but 
research suggests that their 
own mentality is holding them 
back from making progress.

BY MOLLY STELLINO  
ILLUSTRATION BY TOMMY KIM

REPORT
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T hree years ago, a Reddit thread 
titled “ASU Venting Thread. 

What do you hate about ASU?” gave 
students an organized forum to air 
their grievances about the University. 

One common complaint in the 
thread was that many engineering and 
mathematics professors speak with 
foreign accents, making learning the 
complex subjects even more difficult.

But linguistics research in accent 
intelligibility suggests that if students 
come to class with the right mentality, 
it is possible to understand accents 
that may seem difficult to compre-
hend. It also shows that students’ 
expectations of how easy their profes-
sor will be to understand influences 
accent intelligibility rather than racial 
bias, a commonly held belief.

Robert Matthews, an ASU alumnus 
and former mechanical and aerospace 

engineering student, said the lack of 
understanding can lead to students 
feeling too embarrassed to ask their 
professor to repeat themselves, having 
to attend tutoring, or in extreme cases, 
stopping going to lectures altogether.

He said at least half of his 
professors during his time as an 
engineering student were difficult 
to understand.

“It’s not that they weren’t will-
ing to repeat things if you couldn’t 
understand, but sometimes you felt 
obligated to just drop it so that the 
class could move on,” Matthews said.

He said he attended tutoring for 
the classes in which he had trou-
ble understanding the professors, 
something he didn’t have to do with 
professors without accents, and felt 
frustrated because going to class at 
times felt like a waste of time.

Ultimately, Matthews changed his 
major because he felt he would not be 
successful in the field of engineering.

Tanner Merry, a mechanical 
engineering junior at ASU, said the 
majority of his professors speak 
with accents.

Although Merry said he thinks 
it helps him pay more attention 
in class, “It might be terrible for 
some people who aren’t willing 
to ask to clarify things that they 
didn’t catch.”

The situation has caused students 
to take incorrect notes.

“I have ‘MARS algorithm’ in 
my notes when the professor was 
saying ‘Merge algorithm,’ which 
led to confusion during lecture and 
homework since it wasn't written 
anywhere,” one Reddit user in the 
thread said.
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Perhaps the main source of their 
frustration comes from the senti-
ment that they pay an exorbitant 
amount of tuition for an instructor 
they can’t understand.

Students say they don’t see the 
point of paying tuition when learn-
ing does not happen during class 
but instead occurs at independent 
tutoring sessions or while watching 
YouTube lectures.

When asked to comment on the 
situation, Lanelle Strawder, content 
manager for the Ira A. Fulton Schools 
of Engineering, said in an emailed 
statement that the school’s profes-
sors reflect the range of individuals 
its students will encounter in their 
academic journeys, professional 
careers and private lives. 

“If students encounter difficulty in 
the classroom, we encourage them 
to compare their learnings with oth-
er students, form study groups, gain 
understandings from their teaching 
assistant or instructor, and seek 
tutoring support at the college or 
university level,” Strawder said.

While the University administra-
tion encourages students to reach 
out for help when experiencing dif-
ficulty with professors’ foreign ac-
cents, linguistics research suggests 
that students are more than capable 
of learning to understand accents. 

What’s stopping them from doing 
so, said Molly Babel, associate pro-
fessor of phonetics and psycholin-
guistics at the University of British 
Columbia, is their own expectations.

Students’ personal expectations of 
how easy or difficult a professor will 
be to understand plays a significant 

role in their ability to understand 
their professors’ accents.

“When it comes to students saying 
that they’re having a hard time 
understanding an instructor with an 
accent that they’re unfamiliar with, 
part of that difficulty just comes 
from the students thinking that it’s 
going to be difficult,” Babel said.

Babel has done extensive research 
on accent interpretation and special-
izes in the differences in how people 

speak based on language, regional ac-
cent differences and social differences.

In “Expectations and speech intel-
ligibility,” a 2015 study published by 
the Journal of the Acoustical Society 
of America, she wanted to determine 
whether a person’s biases affected 
their ability to understand accents, 
a commonly held notion, or if what 
made a difference was simply their 
expectation of the intelligibility of a 
person’s speech.

The 2015 study was done in 
response to earlier literature that 
suggested that a person’s biases 
contributed to accent intelligibility.

“We wanted to put this more 
squarely as a comparison of: Are you 
not necessarily malicious in your 
expectation, but are you just expect-
ing the wrong thing? vs. Do you have 
a negative bias against this popula-
tion?” she said.

40 participants (more than half of 
whom identified as being part or ful-
ly Asian, South Asian and/or Pacific 
Islander) were asked to type out the 
sentences they heard as they listened 

to an audio recording of a speak-
er of the local accent. One group of 
participants was shown images of 
the face of either a white Canadian or 
Chinese Canadian before listening to 
the audio, and the other group was 
not shown any photos.

Before listening to the recordings, 
participants answered a series of 
tests meant to measure their per-
ceived stereotypes of Asian people.

The Chinese Canadian speakers 
were perceived as less intelligible 
and rated as more accented when 
listeners were presented with a pho-
to of the speakers.

“
“

When it  comes to students saying 
that they’re having a hard t ime 
understanding an instructor with 
an accent that they’re unfamil iar 
with,  part of that diff iculty just 
comes from the students thinking 
that it ’s  going to be diff icult .
 
–  Mol ly Babel
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Babel said that once listeners knew 
they were listening to a white Canadi-
an vs. a Chinese Canadian, they sud-
denly had a harder time understand-
ing the Chinese Canadian speakers.

Listeners’ scores on the prelimi-
nary biases tests had no effect on the 
results. The only variable that had 
value in the test was the answer to a 
question that asked participants who 
they spend more time with, white Ca-
nadians or Asian Canadians. Individu-
als who reported spending more time 
with Asian Canadians showed more of 
a loss of intelligibility when they were 
listening to Asian Canadian voices.

“This just really seems like people 
have this wrong stereotype that if 
you are of Asian descent, then you 
are going to speak the not-local 
variety of English,” Babel said. “The 
fact that it was reported more by 
people who spend more time with 
Asian Canadians leads us to believe 
that it’s not about people having 
these negative associations, it’s that 
people have the wrong associations.”

This study suggests that students’ 
biases do not affect their capacity to 
understand their professor, and stu-
dents who expect their professor to 
be difficult to understand will be less 
able to decipher their speech.

But does a student’s attitude toward 
the sound of their professor’s voice 
impact their ability to comprehend it?

In Babel’s study published in 
the Journal of the Association for 
Laboratory Phonology, “Do social 
preferences matter in lexical retun-
ing?,” researchers created an accent 
and produced two variations of that 
accent. One variant was socially 

preferred (pleasant sounding), and 
the other was socially dispreferred 
(unpleasant sounding). 

Participants were asked to mea-
sure their level of understanding 
of both variations of the made-up 
accent. The results indicated that 
disliking a voice does not impact a 
person’s ability to learn from that 
voice, as listeners were able to learn 
to understand both the pleasant and 
the unpleasant sounding voice. 

“It’s kind of a sigh of relief,” 
Babel said.

Students’ discouragement about 
the lack of language intelligibility 
from their instructors leads to in-
quiry about why lack of intelligibility 
occurs in the first place.

They feel as though their in-
structors may not possess adequate 
English skills due to the fact that 
the instructors are working at the 
University primarily for research. 
Teaching, students say, is just an 
additional requirement to holding a 
research position.

But Albert Boggess, professor and 
director of the School of Mathemati-
cal and Statistical Sciences, said that 
this is not the case. 

He said that research faculty 
primarily teach upper division and 
graduate classes because the school 
does not have enough professors 
who do research to cover the entire 
spectrum of classes. 

Boggess also said that the high 
amount of foreign professors is due 
to the fact that the majority of ap-
plicants for instructor positions are 
from other parts of the world.

“Math, engineering and the phys-

ical sciences all share this (circum-
stance),” he said. 

When American students go 
through engineering or math curric-
ulum, they are more often than not 
interested in getting a job after they 
get their bachelors degree to go off 
and work in the industry.

“Whereas for whatever cultural 
reasons,” Boggess said, “the inter-
national students are much more 
willing to go on and get a masters 
degree or a PhD.”

Boggess said all professors who 
are hired into the School of Mathe-
matical and Statistical Sciences go 
through rigorous language profi-
ciency evaluation, including a phone 
call or Skype session with Boggess 
and a mock lecture.

Even though potential instructors 
and their ability to communicate 
is vetted by the School of Mathe-
matical and Statistical Sciences, 
the problem of not understanding 
accents persists.

When considering the issue of 
students not being able to under-
stand their instructors, Babel said 
it’s important to consider it from 
the perspective of the listener 
because intelligibility is contingent 
on the accumulated experiences of 
the listener.

Her advice for students that may 
be in this situation is to expose 
themselves more to the voices of 
their professors, watch their teach-
ers’ faces move as they speak, sit in 
the front of the classroom, be en-
gaged and have a positive attitude.

“Just pay attention and you’ll get 
there,” Babel said.
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UH OH: KARSOM’S 
SUMMER ABROAD MADE 
HIM NICHE, NOT COOL
BY ALLIE MAHAI  |  ILLUSTRATIONS BY SARA WINDOM

K       arsom Chambers, a fourth-year 
junior, left two months ago to 

study abroad in Avignon, France for the 
summer. He left in a T-shirt and Vans 
and returned with two berets, a new 
sense of self and a nicotine addiction.

Sources said the interdisciplinary 
film business major decided to travel 
abroad after watching “Requiem for 
a Dream.” When it was explained to 
him that the movie had nothing to do 
with France, he replied, “I’m pretty 
sure ‘requiem’ is French, so...”

The most painful aspect, perhaps, 
was his very moment of return. After 
several group messages (and a col-
lection of sighs), Jarret Rivers, Leigh 
Sanderson, Sef Hughes and Josef 
Colinswet reluctantly awaited 
his arrival at the airport 
gate with what-
ever is 

the opposite of bated breath. He greeted 
them with a sincere “bonjour” and a 
drag from his electronic cigarette. 

As the monochrome-clad group made 
their rounds of insincere greetings, 
Hughes, an undeclared senior, hung 
back and tightened the strap of his veg-
an leather Herschel messenger bag.

“So?” Sanderson, a friend and very 
small sophomore, said. “Was it every-
thing you thought it’d be?”

“Oh my oui, dude, you have no idea. 
It’s so different than the culture of 
exploitative capitalism in the States… 
people in France actually… get it.” 
Chambers said. 

Rivers, a film supply chain man-
agement major, 

a vocal first-
year who 

clung 

to his credit-hour status as a soph-
omore, spoke up and said, “But isn’t 
France like also in the midst of an 
increasingly concerning epidemic of 
militarized fascism?”

Chambers lit up as he turned his 
attention and responded, “Oh yeah, 
I’m pretty sure Armani and Versace 
were born there!”

Chambers bid his friends a quick 
“aw revwah” because he said he had to 
attend an exclusive screening of Wes 
Anderson’s timeless classic “Moonrise 
Kingdom” at the local film bar. He then 
said he hailed a cab, but actually called 
a Lyft, and left the airport.

The group of friends shared their 
disgust toward their friend Cham-
bers, who had clearly lost touch with 
reality during his study abroad. 

“It’s like, when he came out of the 
gate, I thought, 

‘Oh hell yeah, 
just another 

pod in the 
Juul pile,’” 

Sand-
erson 

SATIRE
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lamented, “But then when we got 
outside, he pulled out an actual ciga-
rette. Like, what the heck?” 

“You never think this kind of thing 
will happen to you, but then your 
closest bro comes home and full-on 
worships Emmanuel Macron,” Rivers 
said through tears. “He didn’t even 
offer to drop us off at Cartel like he 
usually does when we hang out.”

“He didn’t even ask about my new 
‘Pulp Fiction’ stick and poke. He’s 
changed, guys,” Colinswet said.

“Did you guys hear what he said 
when I asked him if he tried rata-
touille? He said he couldn’t find a 
rat,” Leigh said.

“And what was up with his outfit? 
Full beret, crop top and capris? When 
I asked him what his inspiration was, 
he just said he was weaning himself 
off clothes in order to transition into 
nudism,” Sanderson said.

It was at this point that Hughes and 
his vegan leather Herschel messenger 
bag began to suspect that Chambers 
did not spend his summer in Avignon. 
After all, this is the guy who showed 
up to ASU 101 dressed like Al Capone 
every day, trench coat and all. 

Hughes finally took 
in his surroundings and 
noticed something odd: 
Chambers had come from 
the departure area, not arriv-
als. If he had just left in a Lyft and 
hadn’t flown anywhere, then Sef had 
to wonder: Did Karsom Chambers just 
take a shuttle to the airport?

Hughes began to investigate to 
confirm his suspicion. He followed 
Chambers’ Lyft on a skateboard to 
its destination and found himself 
bracing for the hardest thing he’d 
ever have to do: enter a Starbucks.

He pulled out his limited edition 
Bob Dylan soft black leather Mole-
skine notebook and Pilot G-2 .38 
millimeter black gel ink pen from 
his vegan leather Herschel bag to 
take notes.

When Hughes asked the Starbucks 
barista about her experience with 
Chambers she said, “I kid you not, this 
man came in a full mime costume and 
tried to pay for his latte with 5 pence.”

Hughes’ concern only increased 
at the realization that the pence is 
not French currency, and it seemed 
Chambers hadn’t even known the ex-

change rate. Hughes lamented, “What 
is that, like 60 cents?”  

It is not 60 cents.
Hughes’ iPhone 4S began buzz-

ing and playing the score to “The 
Godfather.” He answered with the 
tenacity of someone who didn’t 
have a cracked screen and a cut on 
his left thumb.

As he answered, a voice he described 
as “definitely modulated on Garage-
Band” threatened him and demanded 
he backed off from the investigation.

The voice, which sounded star-
tlingly similar to Chambers’ mom, 
said, “Listen, if you leave this 
alone, I can get you the lead role in a 
no-budget regional theatre produc-
tion of ‘Equus.’”

He looked down at Bob Dylan, his 
hero, on the cover of his Moleskine 
notebook, and texted his mom the 
good news. He’s finally a star.

“

”



HOW NOT TO TALK 
ABOUT IMMIGRATION 
LIBERALS’ PRO-IMMIGRANT ARGUMENTS SEVERELY 
LACK ALTRUISM AND HUMANISM

BY DENZEL RUSTEMPASIC  |  ILLUSTRATION BY MARIA BUENO

COLUMN
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Y ou mean well. You look around 
and see a nation that has two 

main camps on the issue of immi-
gration. There are the psychopaths 
and the good guys. There are the 
people who are putting children in 
cages, and the people who are po-
litely asking them to stop. 

You’re on the good team, so you 
tend to parrot the arguments and 
talking points you hear the good guys 
make. The problem is that the good 
guys haven’t opposed nationalism, 
they’ve just carefully rebranded it to 
be less overtly horrifying. 

The Democratic Party and the 
greater liberal population in America 
far too often “advocate” for immi-
grants using selfish, nationalist and 
racist arguments. Many liberals try 
to seem practical and realistic about 
issues, but instead end up fundamen-
tally abandoning leftist principles. 

Infamously, Kelly Osbourne, 
daughter of Ozzy Osbourne, went 
on “The View” and “owned” Don-
ald Trump by saying, “If you kick 
out Latinos, who’s going to clean 
your toilets?” 

The audience rightfully gasped 
at this blatant racism, but people 
consistently tolerate it in other 
circumstances, like when Democrat-
ic Representative Tom Malinowski 
asked the people of New Jersey, 
“Who do you think is mowing our 
beautiful lawns?”

These liberal arguments try to 
seem pragmatic by accepting the 
idea of an immigrant class, which 
exists solely to be subjugated by 
work that reinforces their status.

This is one of many arguments 
well-intentioned liberals use that 
continue to perpetuate stereotypes 
and racist ideas, feeding into a frame-
work benefitting white nationalist and 
capitalist business interests. 

To truly advocate for the docu-
mented and undocumented immi-
grants on ASU campuses, we have to 
root our arguments in altruism and 
reponsibility rather than nationalism 
and economic benefit.

“But the economy!”
In August of 2019, U.S. Immi-

gration and Customs Enforcement 
officers raided multiple chicken 
processing plants in Mississippi. 
They detained 680 people, separat-
ed them from their families and left 
their children with no consistent care 
or income. For years, plants operated 
by the conservative billionaire Koch 
brothers had been happy to subjugate 
these workers, until they recently 
dealt with discrimination lawsuits, 
and more importantly, a desire with-
in the workforce to unionize.

ASU Latin American history as-
sociate professor Alexander Aviña 
said that bringing in immigrants but 
not giving them certain rights, like 
the right to unionize, perpetuates a 
segmented labor market. 

“It solidifies or encases im-
migrants in a second tier level of 
worker,” Aviña said. “When you say, 
‘These people are doing the jobs that 
Americans won’t do.’ What you’re 
really saying is, ‘We’re trying to give 
you cheap labor for the bosses.’” 

Next time your uncle at the din-
ner table attempts to own Trump 
by talking about the jobs Americans 
don’t want to do, remind him that 
this logic results in the dehumanizing 
labor of thousands of workers and 
their inability to ever unionize with-
out the immediate threat of violence.

On a mass scale, liberals often 
use broader economic arguments in 
favor of immigration which have the 
same effect. Many have pointed to 
organizations like the New American 
Economy, which shows immigrants 
contributed $13 billion into Social 
Security and $3 billion into Medicare 
in 2016, while being unable to use 
those programs themselves.

This argument tacitly accepts an 
unjust status quo. 

Undocumented immigrants should 
be given full access to those benefits, 
not praised for shouldering an unfair 
load. More importantly, this rhetoric 
feeds into a conservative trope that 

"To truly advocate for 
the documented and 
undocumented 
immigrants on our 
campuses, we have to 
root our arguments 
in altruism and 
responsibility rather 
than nationalism and 
economic benefit."
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if someone does use social or welfare 
benefits, then they’re a freeloader in 
our binary world of bootstrap pullers 
vs. welfare leeches.

What these so-called pro-immi-
gration arguments have in com-
mon is that they never mention the 
lives of the immigrants themselves. 
Economic arguments will always be 
about increasing capital for Ameri-
can-born citizens and are therefore 
nationalist and conservative.

Crime statistics and the 
myth of border security 

“When I hear any sort of democrat-
ic politician or liberal organization 
that uses the term border security, 
they are automatically operating on 
terrain and within a framing that was 
created by anti-immigrant activists, 
politicians and openly white nation-
alists,” Aviña said. 

He went on to describe the way 
bipartisan calls for security have 
caused an estimated 7,000 to 10,000 
deaths since 1994.

The argument many liberals make 
in their effort to defend documented 
immigrants is to endorse the idea of 
border security as a legitimate cause. 
Both Barack Obama and Hillary 
Clinton supported the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 that contributed to these 
deaths. Time and time again, Dem-
ocrats’ fear of being seen as weak 
on crime or border security leads to 
death and terror for thousands of 
people seeking a better life.

A true leftist view on the bor-
der ultimately has to challenge its 
existence. It should be rooted in the 
realization that you were born on 
one side of this imaginary line pure-
ly by chance, and that your “right” 
to be here is something you don’t 
truly deserve.

Alexis Santana, an architecture 
junior and officer with the Latino 
Architecture Student Organization, 
said he knows many students on 
campus who weren’t lucky enough 

to be born in the American empire.
“It should be within my right to 

leave if I wanted to. If I want to visit 
Mexico, I should be able to walk across 
the border and do that. What really 
defines a border?” Santana said. “Why 
is it United States versus Mexico? 
What says that besides ‘Well, here, 
we’re going to draw a line on a map.’”

Those lines were drawn by im-
perialistic wars and maintained by 
corrupt business interests. We don’t 
owe them a defense or justification.

Another example of liberals adopt-
ing conservative framework is the 
usage of crime statistics. Many liberals 
will advocate for immigrants using 
the Cato Institute's 2015 study that 
found documented immigrants had an 
85% lower conviction rate than na-
tive-born citizens, and undocumented 
mmigrants had a 50% lower convic-
tion rate than native-born citizens.  

On the surface, this seems like a 
pro-immigrant argument, but it’s 
right wing at its core. Crime statis-
tics about ethnic groups are a right-
wing weapon meant to justify our 
system of incarceration. Using those 
arguments comes with the implicit 
assumption that if a group had an 
undesirable crime rate, then they 
should not be allowed in the country.

This view sees criminality as a part 
of someone’s identity rather than a 
result of social factors like poverty 
and circumstance.

Aviña said these arguments can 
also backfire.

“I don’t think they’re that helpful 
in the sense that a liberal will say, 
‘Look here are the statistics, here is 
verified legit academic research that 
shows migrants commit crimes at a 
much lower rate than natural-born 
people,’” Aviña said. “But then a 
conservative comes in and says, 
‘Here’s an anecdote,’ whose explan-
atory power might be super limited, 
but there’s an emotional power to it.”

He said that there's a very simple 
reason why undocumented and doc-
umented immigrants commit crimes 
at a lower level, and it's because they 

don't want contact with law enforce-
ment at all. Celebrating these crime 
rates endorses a depraved system 
of unjust consequences. They exist 
because immigrants have to live in 
constant terror that any infraction 
could lead to their deportation.

A truly leftist and egalitarian view 
on immigration rejects the perma-
nence of borders and right-wing 
perceptions of criminality.  

How you should talk 
about immigration

Liberals need to seek views on 
immigration that are not based on 
nationalist benefit. 

When making an argument in 
favor of something, simply ask 
yourself, “If what I am saying wasn’t 
true, would I still believe in this 
cause?” In this case, ask yourself if 
you would still believe in humanistic 
immigration even if the crime rates 
weren’t favorable.

Would you still support immi-
gration even if immigrants weren’t 
going to do jobs Americans didn’t 
want to do?

If you’re a good person, you would. 
So avoid technocratic and nationalist 
arguments and skip right to moral 
responsibility as your justification.  

Many immigrants are here as a di-
rect result of U.S. imperialism destabi-
lizing their home countries. The Unit-
ed States has been involved in regime 
changes in South America including 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and 
in this past year Venezuela. 

It’s ridiculous to ask what im-
migrants can offer us, when we are 
responsible for their exodus.

Aviña said the Sri Lankan-born 
novelist Ambalavaner Sivanandan 
understood this issue of imperialist 
forces pushing immigrants out of 
their own destabilized nations. 

He famously spoke out by saying, 
“We are here because you were there.”



ENDS HERE
C   NNECTI   N

REPORT
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A LOOK AT THE LACK OF INTERNET CONNECTIVITY ON  
TRIBAL LANDS AND HOW IT AFFECTS INDIGENOUS STUDENTS

BY JOSEPH PEREZ 
PHOTOS BY BEN MOFFAT 
PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS BY MADELEINE ANDERSEN



W hen Kyla Silas visits the Hopi reservation near 
Flagstaff, she and her grandfather wake up 

at the crack of dawn. They ride out to haul water and 
herd their cattle, a time for the two of them to bond 
over the land they call home.

But when Silas, an ASU junior studying human 
and family development and public service and 
public policy, has homework due, she has to cut the 
time short to drive to a restaurant with Wi-Fi — 
there isn’t reliable internet service where she stays 
on the reservation.

Hers isn’t the only reservation without cell or 
internet service. The 2013-2017 American Com-
munity Survey from the U.S. Census Bureau 
reported that just 53% of people living 
on reservations in the U.S. sub-
scribed to broadband internet 
service, in comparison to 
the national average of 
82% of households 
with access.

Cell service on 
reservations is so 
sparse that the 
Navajo word for 
“cellphone” is 
“bil n’joobal,” 
which loose-
ly translates to 
“something to be 
used while spin-
ning in circles,” 
because that’s what 
many living on the 
reservation have to do 
to find that perfect spot 
that has cellphone service.

Yet ASU launched an online 
master’s program in Indigenous ed-
ucation in the spring 2019 semester. Deborah 
Chadwick, Indigenous education graduate director at 
ASU, said the program is online to provide flexibility 
for Indigenous teachers who work on their reserva-
tions or need to be home to support their families, 
whether it be financially or by taking care of sick or 
disabled family members.

But how are Indigenous students supposed to 
complete an online degree without consistent and 
reliable access to the internet?

University administration said students are navi-
gating through their lack of resources.

“At this level, they’re master’s students. They’re 

finding ways to address that issue if it comes up,” 
Chadwick said.

She said although students are finding ways 
around this issue, it’s still an issue that needs to 
be resolved by tribal leadership. In a modern world 
where communication and important tasks like 
filing taxes and buying health insurance are done 
on the internet or over the phone (with even the 
latter slowly becoming obsolete), Native Ameri-
cans living on remote reservations are more dis-
connected than ever. 

In 2014, the Navajo Nation accepted a $32 mil-
lion grant from the National Telecommunications 

and Information Administration to have 4G LTE 
service brought to their lands in an 

attempt to keep up with this mod-
ern digital age.

 Even so, Chadwick 
said a struggle remains 

for those tribes who 
have not secured 

cellular and in-
ternet service for 
their residents. 
She said in mod-
ern higher edu-
cation, internet 
connectivity is 
almost invariably 
necessary.

Henry Quinte-
ro, an Indigenous 

assistant professor at 
ASU and editor of RED 

INK, a Native American 
literary journal, said he has 

seen this issue come up for 
over 20 years in his doctoral work.

“It’s a further perpetuation of (Na-
tive Americans) being objectified by private 

enterprises in league with the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs,” Quintero said. “Indigenous people are going 
to make it work, but that’s not the way it should be 
by any means.”

He said even though Indigenous people living 
on reservations are often stripped of the basic 
ability to communicate with the outside world 
through either cellphones, landlines or internet 
service, tribes will still find a way to communi-
cate and collaborate.

“That’s what Standing Rock showed,” Quintero 
said. “Even when you intentionally impair technol-
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To work around this issue, she drives to a nearby 
restaurant with Wi-Fi and submits her homework 
there, defeating the purpose of going to the reserva-
tion to spend time with her family.

But family time isn’t the only thing lost for Indig-
enous students on tribal land, Silas said.

She said one of the hardships less often considered 
is that instructors post required textbooks just a few 
weeks before classes start, if not even closer to the 
first day, but Indigenous students who don’t have 
access to Wi-Fi have no way of seeing that list. When 
students return to campus, they have to rush to pur-
chase expensive textbooks they weren’t made aware 
of until long after their peers have already scavenged 
the internet for the cheapest copies.

Silas said that as sovereign nations, Indigenous 
people living on reservations need to take the ini-
tiative and advocate for themselves and their right 
to be as connected a people as those who live on 
non-tribal land.

ogy for Indigenous people, we still find a way to get 
word around to one another.”

Silas, facilitator of membership for the Alliance 
of Indigenous Peoples, grew up on the Hopi res-
ervation in Flagstaff and still visits often. She said 
she and her family have to search for just the right 
spots for cell service on the reservation and cellular 
data almost always switches to roaming so she has 
to turn it off.

“I wouldn't be able to receive emails, or I wouldn't 
be able to get on social media,” she said. “I have the 
Canvas app, and I wouldn't be able to get any of the 
notifications at least until I was back into Flagstaff.”

She said even the Wi-Fi her grandparents had on 
the reservation was too slow to do a lot of the work 
she was required to do for her classes. Silas said that 
during a two-week ceremonial period she spent on 
the reservation, she would try to turn in homework 
but loading assignments' instructions took up to an 
hour and a half.



where everyone feels like it's not hurting any of the 
scarce land that we're on.”

Laura Gonzales-Macias, interim director of Amer-
ican Indian Student Support Services, also known 
as AISSS at ASU, said this issue has presented itself 
to her many times by the students she counsels who 
live on tribal lands.

“What we take for granted here in the metropolitan 
area is the ability to access (the internet),” she said.

Gonzales-Macias said the lack of connection to the 
world outside the reservation is an added stressor on 
top of the normal points of stress college students face, 
but AISSS offers solutions to students having to deal 
with a lack of connectivity on their reservation.

The organization encourages students to com-
municate openly with their professors about times 
they need to go back to their reservations, their lack 

“If we want to be sovereign as much as is said 
left and right within our tribal government and this 
political climate we’re in, it should be the initiative 
of the tribal government,” she said. “If we can’t do 
something as simple as providing internet for our 
population, then where do we sit?”

The issue of putting cell towers and internet on 
reservations is a multifaceted one. There are some 
who believe that the installation of cell towers on 
tribal lands will taint the meager but sacred land that 
Indigenous people call their own.

Silas, however, believes that in this day and age, 
it’s time to evolve.

“It's a necessity, and our younger generation is 
more attracted to what's going around outside of the 
reservation as far as things like TikTok,” she said. 
“Those cell towers should go up but in a central area 
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of reliable internet services on said reservations and 
the importance of students being able to go back 
home, whether for family emergencies or for reli-
gious purposes, she said.

Gonzales-Macias said that although the situa-
tion is out of the students’ hands, they can still plan 
around it by letting professors know ahead of time 
and budgeting time to turn assignments in early. But 
for the situation to get better, she said, professors 
need to be understanding.

“I don’t want our students to feel like they have 
to always educate,” she said. “It should be that our 
faculty and staff are aware that students who are on 
reservations will have those connectivity challenges.”

Gonzales-Macias said solving this issue will take 
collaboration between internet companies and 
tribal and state governments, but one important 

voice that needs to be heard during such talks is 
that of the students who have to deal with this dis-
connect firsthand.

“The student voice should be heard when we’re hav-
ing discussions about access to the internet on their 
tribal lands,” she said. “If people stop talking about it, 
they’re going to think it’s not an issue anymore.”

Quintero said the Indigenous community’s re-
silience, philosophies and practices are the best 
solutions to this issue and urged Native American 
students to remember this.

“Don’t give up,” he said. “Somewhere, your 
grandparents or great grandparents prayed you into 
existence so that you can represent the People… 
Don’t ever think that you’re not part of the Proph-
ecy, that you’re not part of the solution and making 
this world a better place.”
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FOR EDUCATION, A 
MILLION MILES TO GO
The Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College is helping to spread world-class 
education to marginalized areas in need around the world.  

BY CHASE HUNTER B.  |  PHOTO BY KEVIN HURLEY  |  PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CONNOR WODYNSKI

REPORT

M alawi is a country wedged 
between Mozambique and 

Zambia in southeastern Africa. 
The cerulean water of Lake Malawi 
sits in the east of the country, and 
in the south and west, mountains 
ascend into the sky from valleys 
across the lush green landscape. 

Yet in a country with such rich 
natural beauty, its people are some 
of the poorest in the world. The 
World Bank states half live below the 
poverty line, and a quarter is unable 
to satisfy food needs. The average 
Malawian subsists on $377 per year, 
the second-lowest gross domestic 
product per capita in the world, ac-
cording to World Population Review.

Data from UNICEF in 2016 said 
roughly three-fourths of Malawian 
children don’t pursue education 
past the age of 14, and attendance is 
even worse in rural regions where 
children often choose to work in 
agriculture or fishing instead. ASU’s 
Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College 
is working on extending access to 
education in the marginalized Afri-
can country — and other countries 
in similar situations — partner-

ing with Malawian universities to 
provide scholarships and share 
knowledge learned through similar 
endeavors around the world. 

Associate professor Samuel 
DiGangi of the Mary Lou Fulton 
Teachers College was training 
teachers in Gaza in 2018 when 
funding for the project was abrupt-
ly cut by Congress after the passing 
of the Taylor Force Act, ending all 
funding to Palestinian Authority 
asssitance projects. 

He turned his attention to Mala-
wi soon after. 

“It was interesting that as (the 
project in Gaza) was deactivated, 
it was within a month that we re-
ceived word … that our proposal for 
the Malawi project was elected and 
funded,” DiGangi said. “It was very 
good timing.”

Which worked well for DiGangi, 
who said the day long flights across 
the globe have given him the envi-
ronment in which he thrives and is 
most productive. 

“Because I'm trapped in a plane 
for 13 hours at a time, it's really 
hard to be distracted and to find 

something else that I could be 
working on,” DiGangi said. It allows 
him to focus on the projects at hand. 

The Strengthening Higher Educa-
tion Access in Malawi Activity is part 
of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, a federal agency that 
helps administer foreign aid to assist 
developing countries. The goal of 
the project is to increase Malawi’s 
skilled workforce, especially for 
women and people with disabilities. 

DiGangi has led a number of 
similar programs in countries 
across the globe as the lead inves-
tigator for the Mary Lou Fulton 
Teachers College.

“We look from the perspective 
of what is ASU well positioned 
to engage in. What fits with the 
capabilities of the University?” Di-
Gangi said. “We saw ASU as being 
very well positioned for this one 
because we were focusing on the 
goals, looking at how can higher 
education institutions in Malawi 
strengthen their ability to extend 
access to persons who otherwise 
would never have the opportunity 
to go on to higher education.”
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“A key component in increasing 
access is also impacting the 
awareness of potential students, 
increasing the awareness of 
parents that higher education is 
something that is possible and 
it can be attainable.”

– Samuel DiGangi
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ACCESS TO EDUCATION

DiGangi said education is simply 
not a priority to the rural popula-
tion of Malawi. Many of the children 
there help with farming, and their 
labor keeps their families afloat. 

“From an economic perspec-
tive, the funds to pay for higher 
education are incredibly limited. 
For rural areas, in particular, it’s 
cost-prohibitive for students to 
attend,” DiGangi said. “And that’s 
not just tuition, but also the time 
away from working, from taking 
care of the family.”

The lack of higher education in 
Malawi contributes to a perilous-
ly homogenous economy. About a 
third of Malawi’s gross domestic 
product is based in agriculture, 
according to the World Bank.

This is a concern when dealing 
with the volatility of the weath-
er — and the intensifying effects 
of climate change — that make 
Malawi’s economy especially 
vulnerable to downturns. In 2017, 
Malawi’s government declared a 
drought that economists said was 
part of the reason its economic 
growth rate slowed.

The average internet speed in 
Malawi also dipped in the past few 
years, slowing from 1.7 Mbps in 
2016 to 1.3 Mbps in 2017, according 
to the Freedom House’s Freedom 
on the Net 2018 report. A majority 
of Americans have an average in-
ternet speed of at least 25 Mbps. 

Increasing access and speed of 
internet services will be vital to one 
of the Center for Advanced Studies 
in Global Education’s (CASGE) key 
initiatives of its effort in Africa.

“We brought the vice-chancellors 
from each of these universities to 
ASU’s Tempe campus and to our 
Washington, D.C. campus for a week 
and worked with them on designing 

the model for open (and) distance 
learning that would be enabled by 
this program,” DiGangi said.  

The Open and Distance Learning 
centers would work like satellite 
campuses in all the states of Mala-
wi. DiGangi’s work in internet-de-
livered education helped to guide 
the Open and Distance Learning 
side of the project.  

DiGangi directs the largest online 
graduate program at ASU, as well, 
he said. Looking at the university as 
a whole, more than 30,000 students 
receive education from ASU online. 
It’s ASU’s expertise in this area that 
DiGangi said allows his team to lead 
in the planning of the outreach effort.

Associate Director of CASGE Ann 
Nielsen said the collaborations are 
mutually beneficial to the education 
systems abroad and the learning 
done inside classrooms at ASU.

“We really do not enter into this 
work to tell you something be-
cause we know it better than you,” 
Nielsen said. “I’m always humbled 
and inspired by these opportuni-
ties to engage with educators in 
other areas. They have some of the 
same challenges we do in our own 
K-12 education and many chal-
lenges that our own teachers have, 
but I'm humbled by the persever-
ance broadly.”

Domestic violence, poverty or 
simply having to relocate im-
pacts a child’s ability to focus in 
the classroom, Nielsen said. For 
international projects, however, 
the issues faced are on a larger 
scale and impact entire genera-
tions of children. 

In Gaza, children live among the 
violence of the Israeli-Palestinian 
Conflict. In Malawi, children face 
some of the worst poverty in the 
world, and refugees from neigh-
boring countries have found a 
home there, too. 

AREAS OF CRISIS

Nielsen also travels to places 
like Malawi and Palestine to help 
facilitate the international projects 
in which ASU is engaged. She said 
CASGE had an incredible program, 
called the Next Generation Leaders 
Program, with 10 up-and-coming 
leaders from the West Bank.

The program chose teachers in 
Gaza poised to become leaders in 
underserved communities to re-
ceive instruction from the Mary Lou 
Fulton Teachers College. 

In places like Malawi and Gaza, 
access to education is not the only 
issue, Nielsen said. Many of the 
circumstances in the daily lives of 
students and teachers affect the 
environment in the classroom.

Students in Gaza have to live 
around bombings and shootings 
between the conflicting factions 
near the West Bank. In 2018, Ma-
lawi hosted nearly 37,000 refugees 
and asylum-seekers from neigh-
boring countries for economic and 
social reasons. 

The opportunity for educators to 
work with refugees in foreign coun-
tries allows them to transfer those 
same learning methods to children 
facing conflict and crisis at home in 
the United States, Nielsen said.

One of the teachers from the 
Next Generation Leaders Program, 
Mona Shalhoub, took five class-
es about leadership and research 
skills. On Skype, she’s wearing 
a maroon hijab that outlines her 
round face, almond eyes and wide 
smile. As an educator in Palestine, 
she said the conflict of the region 
affects both teachers and students. 

Between March 30 and Nov. 19 in 
Gaza, Israeli security forces “killed 
189 Palestinian demonstrators, 
including 31 children and 3 medical 
workers, and wounded more than 
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5,800 with live fire,” according to 
Human Rights Watch, an interna-
tional organization gathering data 
on human rights violations.

Shalhoub’s travels take her 
throughout Palestine where she 
meets other teachers and shares 
what she learned from being in the 
Next Generation Leaders Program.

She said it sometimes takes 
three hours to pass through the 
Israeli-controlled checkpoints 
around Gaza. The checkpoints 
help Israel control who, and what, 
can pass through them, at times 
denying the entry of resources for 
Palestinian schools. 

In conditions with crisis and 
conflict, teachers serve as protec-
tors for children during the school 
day and must effectively educate 
children who may be traumatized 
from the world outside. 

AWARENESS

From Malawi to Arizona, the 
success of the program and those 
involved in it rely heavily on 
the awareness of the litany of 
programs and opportunities the 
Mary Lou Fulton Teachers Col-
lege offers.

As Nielsen said, awareness of the 
intercommunication between for-
eign universities and teachers with 
those at ASU is mutually beneficial 
to educators across the globe.

The collaborations between the 
faculty and researchers at ASU, and 
the teachers and administrators in 
foreign countries “come up with 
unique solutions and ideas and ways 
to overcome challenges and barriers 
in the classroom that you couldn’t 
create in a textbook,” Nielsen said.

In addition to bringing educa-
tion abroad, the Mary Lou Fulton 
Teachers College is building a 

foundation for the next generation 
of international teachers.

The college offers a degree called 
educational studies specifically for 
those interested in teaching out-
side stereotypical classrooms.

“It’s a program designed for stu-
dents who really want to engage in 
education but maybe not in formal 
schools. So many of them go on to 
teach abroad,” Nielsen said.

Right now, however, DiGangi and 
the Strengthening Higher Edu-
cation Access in Malawi Activity 
project are attempting to change 
the idea of higher education in the 
minds of Malawian students. 

To many Malawians, higher 
education is not a priority or even 
a reality that’s attainable, DiGangi 
said. Changing that mindset will 
be integral in spreading success 
for his Open and Distance Learn-
ing centers.  

“A key component in increas-
ing access is also impacting the 
awareness of potential students, 
increasing the awareness of 
parents that higher education is 
something that is possible and it 
can be attainable,” DiGangi said. 
“The idea that higher education 
could even be possible is often not 
the case.”

DiGangi said he foresees positive 
change in the education system of 
Malawi within 10 years. With the 
innovative programs DiGangi and 
his team have implemented, he 
said the country’s universities are 
poised to extend access to higher 
education in Malawi. 

“The potential of increased 
access, I anticipate, will show our 
impact in five years, in even less 
than 10, in terms of the number of 
students, the types of students who 
engage in and benefit from higher 
education, and in particular, wom-
en and persons with disability.”
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S ex trafficking and sexual assault 
is an epidemic across the nation, 

with nearly 11,000 cases reported 
by the human trafficking hotline 
in 2018 alone. But the face of sex-
ual assault and human trafficking 
is particularly disturbing in border 
states like Arizona. 

Female immigrants are often 
subjected to brutal rape and sexual 
assault caused by human traffickers 
on their journey from Latin America 
to the U.S. border. These traffickers 
use sex as payment for helping the 
immigrants cross the dangerous 
border terrain. According to Amnesty 
International, six in ten immigrant 
women and girls are sexually as-
saulted during their travels. 

This has been going on for de-
cades, and yet Arizonans are only 
just now becoming aware of how 
widespread the problem truly is. 
A number of people fail to see the 
magnitude of human trafficking and 
rape at the border. 

The traumatic and gruesome sex-
ual violence women face crossing 

Why do many 
lawmakers insist that 
the law only applies 
to immigrants when 
it criminalizes them, 
but not when it 
protects them?

the border rightfully receives the 
anger of those on many sides of the 
political spectrum, but this pub-
lic outrage fades when immigrant 
women face sexual violence at the 
hands of federal immigration offi-
cers, figures vested with authority 
who are supposed to uphold the law 
and be held to a higher standard.

It is crucial to draw the line be-
tween morality and legality. Without 
this, people may mistake the law as a 
morally-binding system. The justice 
system, however, often completely 
lacks empathy and even humanity.

In 2004, 16-year-old Cyntoia 
Brown killed a man in self-defense, 
after being forced by her pimp to 
have sex with him. She was sen-
tenced to life in prison. The justice 
system completely lacked com-
passion and understanding of her 
intense circumstances, until it fi-
nally released her from prison after 
she gained national attention and 
served 15 years. 

While Brown was lucky enough 
to garner celebrity attention and 

BY ANNIE SNYDER 
PHOTO BY KEVIN HURLEY
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY 
CONNOR WODYNSKI

THE COST OF 
CROSSING

OPINION
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THE COST OF 
CROSSING

genuine sympathy from the Twitter 
mob, many others are not so lucky 
and suffer due to a frequently un-
forgiving legal system.

Many people view immigrants 
entering the U.S. illegally with dis-
trust and disdain, as evidenced by 
the comment sections on the Breit-
bart and Infowars websites, but fail 
to empathize with the reasons and 
hardships driving their immigration 
to the U.S.

Undocumented immigrants need 
to be viewed as human beings flee-
ing humanitarian crises instead of 
as components of crime statistics.

“When a crime is committed 
against an undocumented migrant, 
too many people will say, ‘Well, 
because of your legal status, you do 
not deserve any legal protection.’ 
This makes it extremely difficult to 
hold people accountable,” Reslie 
Cortes, graduate teaching assistant 
specializing in gender communica-
tion at ASU, said.

This is not to say that illegal im-
migration is a positive thing, as it 

increases opportunities for sex traf-
ficking to occur and proves to be a 
heavy financial burden on American 
taxpayers, with dollar estimations 
at $54 billion, according to Robert 
Rector, a senior research fellow for 
the Heritage Foundation. 

But the way that many extrem-
ists view immigrants who cross the 
border illegally is dehumanizing 
and disturbing. The fact that anyone 
could justify the rape or violence 
toward an individual because of 
another crime they committed is 
morally and objectively horrifying. 

Immigrants who come to America 
illegally are still subjected to this 
country’s laws. We use these laws to 
persecute people and highlight their 
criminal behavior, and yet fail to use 
the law as a source of protection. 
Why are so many Americans sup-
portive of the law when it criminal-
izes undocumented immigrants, but 
silent when crimes are committed 
against immigrants? 

The inhumane treatment toward 
immigrants by lawmakers extends 

beyond the immigrants themselves, 
imposing serious criminal penalties 
on anybody who is found helping 
an immigrant. ASU professor Scott 
Warren was arrested and is facing 
felony charges for providing undoc-
umented immigrants with water, 
food and linens near the border. 

Criminalizing humanity will be 
the downfall of our free society. 
Legislators have been doing this for 
years without enough people real-
izing it. Law exists to provide order 
to a chaotic world, not to crush the 
humanity that seeks to live in it. 

Rape and sexual assault should be 
debated and talked about more se-
riously than crossing the border il-
legally, but in America, they are not. 
This violence is so deeply ingrained 
in our society that even “respected” 
figures of authority are frequent 
perpetrators of this violence. 

“While ICE bears responsibility 
for what happens to immigrants, 
the reality is that is our legal system 
has prevented people to come to the 
U.S.,” said C. Elenes, an associate 
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“As a public, we are not holding our elected officials 

accountable for not passing comprehensive immigration 

reform, even when most people do believe something needs 

to be done. To me, ICE is a symptom of a larger problem.”

– C. Elenes

professor at the School of Human-
ities, Arts and Cultural Studies. “As 
a public, we are not holding our 
elected officials accountable for not 
passing comprehensive immigra-
tion reform, even when most people 
do believe something needs to be 
done. To me, ICE is a symptom of a 
larger problem.”

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officers have had 
multiple sexual assault and rape 
cases filed against them. In recent 
years, there have been thousands of 
alleged cases of sexual assault and 
rape in immigrant detention cen-
ters, many by federal immigration 
officers specifically.

In July 2019, a Yuma ICE officer 
allegedly groped a 15 year old girl 
under her bra during a “routine” 
pat-down inspection. She claimed 
that he laughed about it with the 
other officers and spoke in English 
during the assault, according to a 
report obtained by NBC News. 

There have been thousands of 
immigrants like her nationwide, 
including young children, who have 
reported cases of sexual assault by 
supposed authority figures. These 
authority figures, like the human 
smugglers who exploit female im-
migrants during their travels, have 
full control of immigrants. This 
includes controlling where they 
sleep, what they eat and what they 
are allowed to do. 

If society cannot hold law en-
forcement officers — described as 
the “very best” by the President — 
up to its own standards, how can it 
expect others to follow? 

Any ICE or U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection agent who sexually 
assaults or rapes an immigrant — or 
anyone else — should be prosecut-
ed to the fullest extent of the law. 
In order to prevent America from 
turning into a police state, society 
must stop giving massive breaks 
to authority figures. It is the job of 
authority figures to uphold laws, 

but it’s up to society to hold law 
enforcement to a higher standard.

“If ICE officers have a job to 
keep immigrants out, they are not 
going to have a very humanistic 
perspective on this group of people 
they have been employed to control 
and deport,” Cortes said. “(Immi-
grants) can make up such a vul-
nerable population that it becomes 
difficult for (ICE) to see any reason 
not to take advantage of this power 
that they have.”

ICE agents are allegedly some of 
the biggest perpetrators of dehu-

manizing immigrants who cross 
the border illegally. This is most 
clearly seen through the revelation 
of an incredibly disturbing Facebook 
group chat, which includes thou-
sands of border control agents post-
ing dehumanizing, violent messages 
and photos involving undocument-
ed immigrants.

The group, which is called “I’m 
10-15,” includes racial slurs and 
generally degrading comments 
about immigrants. 

This depicts a disgusting display 
of authority abusing power. We, the 
people, need to hold these officers 
accountable for their actions in the 
same way that we hold immigrants 

illegally in the United States ac-
countable for theirs.

We must stop imposing this 
judicial bias on undocumented im-
migrants. The violation of crossing 
a border illegally will never com-
pare to the violation of someone’s 
autonomy, and the law should 
reflect that. 

This is not a plea to give legal 
breaks to immigrants who cross the 
border illegally, but rather just to 
see and promote the humanity of 
immigrants. Committing an illegal 
act should not subject one to dis-

turbing and humiliating treatment, 
especially when their crime is less 
morally reprehensible than the one 
inflicted on them. 

It is possible to see the humanity 
in others while still upholding the 
law. It is impossible to justify abus-
ers upholding the law while simul-
taneously excusing repeated human 
rights violations. 

The allegations faced by CBP 
officers for sexual assault and rape 
may only be the tip of the iceberg, 
and we should be prepared to fight 
back against violent and oppressive 
authority figures in order to pre-
serve the ability to see humanity 
among humans.
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