
Snohomish County Tourism Bureau 
425-348-5802 | 888-338-0976 

www.snohomish.org 

MOUNT PILCHUCK 
Location: near Verlot 
Directions: From Granite Falls, E 
(left ) for 12 miles on Mountain Loop 
Highway, Right on Forest Service 
Road 42 for 7 miles to trailhead. 
Difficulty:  Difficult 
Distance: 6 miles 
Best season: June-November 
Management: Washington State Parks; Darrington Ranger 
District, Mt.Baker- Snoqualmie National Forest 
This popular trail is generally in good condition but can be 
confusing for some hikers if they don't pay attention to the 
trail markers. You will start in the forest and climb higher and 
higher above the trees and through a boulder scramble at the 
top. The picturesque views from the top are well worth the 
efforts to ascend to the fire lookout. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/mount-pilchuck. 

 
BRIDAL VEIL FALLS - LAKE 
SERENE 
Location: Off Highway 2 
Directions: Head east on Highway 2 
towards Index. 
Near milepost 35, turn right onto 
Mount Index Road – it's well signed. 
Continue on the gravel road for about 
a half-mile until you reach a signed fork in the road towards 
Lake Serene (#1068). Turn right here and follow it a little 
further to the large parking lot. 
Northwest Forest Pass required 
Difficulty:  Difficult 
Distance: 8 miles 
Best Season: May-Nov 
Management: Skykomish Ranger District, Mt. Baker-
Snoqualime Forest Service 
Enjoy this hike to the source of Bridal Veil Falls. Lake Serene 
is nestled in a basin, reflecting the cliffs of Mount Index and 
provides a perfect escape from the hustle and bustle down 
below. Hikers will appreciate the switchbacks and steps 
leading up to the lake. Early in the day provides the most 
sunlight as the lake is surrounded by impressive cliffs. Make 
sure to take the short side trail to Bridal Veil Falls while going 
up or returning. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/lake-serene. 
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GOTHIC BASIN 
Location: near Darrington/Barlow Pass 
Directions: From the Verlot Public 
Service Center (11 miles east of 
Granite Falls, WA), travel east on Mt. 
Loop Highway 19.5 miles to Barlow 
Pass. Park here and proceed on foot 
past the gate on the Monte Cristo 
Road for a mile. The trailhead is on the right, just before 
the Sauk River crossing. 
Difficulty:  Difficult 
Distance: 9 miles 
Hiking Season: Mid-July - October 
Management: Darrington Ranger District, Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie National Forest & Department of Natural 
Resources 
This challenging trail leads hikers up steep and rocky terrain, 
across some creeks and past old mining relics. Take time to 
enjoy the waterfalls along the route. But, be aware that snow 
covering certain sections along the ledges can be dangerous. 
Take caution. Once you make the final ascent to the basin 
you can enjoy relaxing at the small tarn with its spectacular 
reflections of the surrounding peaks. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/gothic-basin. 
 

Additional Resources: 
Hiking in Snohomish County - by Snohomish County Tourism 

Bureau. 
http://www.snohomish.org/news-information/download-guides-

brochures 

Hike of the Week - by Craig Romano 

http://www.snohomish.org/explore/detail/hike-of-the-week 



LIME KILN TRAIL 
Location: Outside Granite Falls 

Directions: Drive to Granite Falls and go 
all of the way through town to the end 
by the High School. Instead of turning 
left to go on the Mtn Loop Hwy, turn 
right on S. Alder Ave. and go south 
until you get to a Tee, turn left on E. 
Pioneer St which becomes Menzel Lake Road (signs says it 
goes to Lake Rossinger. Turn left on Waite Mill Road. After the 
school bus turn around, stay left on gravel road that climbs 
uphill. You will come to a fork where both roads have signs 
that say Private Road. Just a few dozen yards before that on 
the left is a white metal gate giving entry to a 20 car parking 
area at the trailhead. The parking entry is signed. 
Difficulty:  Moderate 
Distance: 6.5 miles roundtrip to river 
Best Season: All year 
Management: Snohomish County 
The Lime Kiln Trail is a lovely low elevation hike, with lots of 
moss, fungus and railroad artifacts. The trail is carved out of 
the Everett & Monte Cristo railroad grade and features 
gurgling creeks, an historic lime kiln, twisted iron railroad 
railings, and a walk down to the banks of the thunderous 
Stillaguamish. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/lime-kiln. 

 

SAUK RIVER 
Location: near Darrington on the Mountain 
Loop Hwy 
Directions: From Darrington take the Mt. 
Loop Hwy. along the west side of the Sauk 
River. Follow this road for 4 miles going 
past the Clear Creek Campground. The 
trailhead is on the left. 
Difficulty:  Moderate 
Distance: 6 miles 
Best season: all year 
Management: Darrington Ranger District, Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie National Forest 
This hike is a lovely stroll along one of the Skagit River's 
surging tributaries. The roar of the river is your constant 
companion as you weave between forest and stream bank on 
this level trail. It is a hike particularly well-suited for families. 
The trail is mostly level, and there is much to look at, talk 
about and ponder along the way. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/old-sauk. 

Snohomish County residents have the luxury of being surrounded by trails leading hikers to the tranquil shoreline of Puget Sound, through lush forests, alongside rivers and up 
to mountain lakes. Start your exploring with some of the easier suggested hikes and move your way up to the more difficult hikes.  

SPENCER ISLAND 
Location:  4th St SE, Everett 
Difficulty:  Easy 
Distance:  3 to 5 miles 
Best Season:  Winter and spring; 
Stay clear of north section Oct-Jan for 
hunting season 
Management: Snohomish County 
Spencer Island is one of the best places to view wildlife in 
the Snohomish River estuary. The trail is a good choice for 
families of children, with interpretive signs, viewing 
platforms and no elevation gain.  
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/spencer-island 
 
LORD HILL REGIONAL PARK 
Location:  12921 150th St. SE, 
Snohomish 
Difficulty:  Easy 
Distance:  2 to 6 miles on various loop 
trails 
Best Season: Year-round 
Management: Snohomish County 
Explore trails to beaver ponds, view points and the 
Snohomish River. Big trees, open meadows, ponds and lots 
of opportunities to see wildlife along this trail. This park is 
also open to bikers and equestrian users so be ready to 
share the trail. This is a great choice for families. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/lord-hill  or visit 
www.lordhillregionalpark.org 
 

MEADOWDALE COUNTY PARK -
LUND’S GULCH 
Location: 6026 156th St. SW, 
Lynnwood 
Difficulty:  Moderate 
Distance: 2.5 miles 
Best Season: Year-round 
Management: Snohomish County 
This hike along the lush green ravine follows a stream, full of 
salmon in the fall, to the edge 
of Puget Sound with expansive views of Whidbey Island. 
 http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/lunds-gulch-meadowdale-
county-park. 

 
 

BOULDER RIVER WATERFALL 
Location: Near Darrington 
Directions: I-5, exit 208/Silvana/
Arlington. Drive east on Hwy 530 about 
24 miles. Right on French Creek Road. 
Drive 3.8 miles to the end of the road 
and the trailhead. Road may be rough.  
(Lat:48.25054 Lon:-121.81542) 
Difficulty:  Easy 

Distance: 2.5 - 9 miles  

Best season: Year-round 
Management: Darrington Ranger District, Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie National Forest 
Towering lowland old growth forest, impressive waterfalls, and 
a roaring stream make Boulder River a great destination any 
time of the year. Experienced hikers will find this trail a good 
warm up for the season. Beginning hikers and families will be 
rewarded by a spectacular waterfall early in the journey. The 
elevation gain is gentle and about a mile in you will reach the 
first waterfall. By pressing on another half mile or so, you will 
encounter another cascading beauty. After that, the trail goes 
up and down - sometimes quite muddy along the river, 
ending at streamside. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/boulder-river. 
 

WALLACE FALLS 
Location: 14503 Wallace Lake Rd, Gold 
Bar; Wallace Falls State Park;  
Discover Pass needed to park 
Difficulty:  Moderate 

Distance:  Up to 5.5 miles round trip, 
1,200 feet of gain 

Best Season: All year 
Management: Washington State Parks 
Wallace Falls State Park is one of the best destinations in the 
state for waterfalls. The three-tiered falls is one of the state's 
premier lowland falls (ranking with Snoqualmie and Palouse 
Falls) and is accessible most of the year. Lower Wallace Falls 
is arguably the most photographic; Middle Falls the most 
spectacular; and the Upper Falls the most lonely. 
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/wallace-falls. 

 

 
 
 


