
INDUSTRY NEWSLETTER TO SNOHOMISH
COUNTY-BASED TOURISM BUSINESSES April 2016

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

News You Can Use        2

Travel, Tourism & Hospitality    10

The Sports Pages         17

Around Snohomish County     21

Get Out & About          24
1

Tourism Today
April 2016



NEWS YOU CAN USE

2
Tourism Today

April 2016

Rural Tourism Workshops Preparing Communities for 
Tourism Success
A series of rural tourism workshops have taken place since February to help rural com-
munities in two of the county’s river valleys expand their tourism infrastructure and 
increase visitor numbers, thereby benefiting local economies. Four workshops remain in 
the series and are scheduled for May.

The Rural Tourism Workshop Series is modeled after Travel Oregon’s highly effective 
Rural Tourism Studio Series. Amy Spain, executive director of the Snohomish County 
Tourism Bureau, and Annique Bennett, strategic tourism coordinator with the Snohom-
ish County Economic Development Division, are producing the series with Dan Moore, 
principle of Pandion Consulting and travel industry expert. 

Dan is leading workshops that focus on 
the county’s two dynamic river valleys, 
the Skykomish and Snohomish River 
Valley to the east and the Stillagua-
mish and Sauk River Valleys in the 
north. Both areas offer exceptional 
opportunities for expanding outdoor 
recreation, adventure travel and agri-
tourism.

To date, Dan has presented informa-
tion, trends, sustainable best prac-
tices, and case studies on adventure 
travel, ecotourism, small town experi-
ences, and cultural tourism. 

The upcoming May workshops are free to attend, but because space is 
limited, reservations are required:

The sun rises over Port Susan
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[Rural Tourism Workshops Preparing Communities for Tourism Success continued]

• Bicycle Tourism & Outdoor Recreation, Monday, May 16, at 8:30 a.m.
Snohomish County’s growing trail system continues to connect urban areas 
with rural communities that invite bicyclists and outdoor enthusiasts to go ex-
ploring. This workshop looks at how to leverage natural assets to attract more 
visitors and increase revenue.

• Final Session: Stillaguamish & Sauk River Valleys Action Plan &                 
Accountability, Monday, May 23, at 8:30 a.m.
Attendees will now use the information and ideas acquired during the course 
of the series to craft a tourism action plan and accountability road map. They 
will form teams to fulfill this plan and continue the efforts begun in the work-
shop series.

• Final Session: Skykomish & Snohomish River Valleys Action Plan & Account-
ability, Tuesday, May 24, at 8:30 a.m.

Attendees will now use the information and ideas acquired during the course 
of the series to craft a tourism action plan and accountability road map. They 
will form teams to fulfill this plan and continue the efforts begun in the work-
shop series.

• Agricultural & Culinary Tourism, Tuesday, May 3, at 8:30 a.m.

Food brings people together and many people love to travel to experience a re-
gion’s cuisine. This workshop brings farmers, chefs, and other business opera-
tors together to build relationships, share ideas, and generate viable strategies 
to tap into the opportunities that agricultural and culinary tourism has to offer.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/agricultural-and-culinary-tourism-tickets-23120736746?aff=ebrowse
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bicycle-tourism-outdoor-recreation-tickets-23121542155?aff=ebrowse
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[Rural Tourism Workshops Preparing Communities for Tourism Success continued]

“The goal is to help rural communities capitalize on their assets and develop a robust, 
sustainable tourism economy,” said Amy. “With many recreational assets coming online 
in East and North Snohomish County, now is the time to assist these communities in 
expanding their tourism infrastructure and visitor readiness so travelers’ experiences are 
maximized and local economies benefit.”

“The workshops will strengthen and support stakeholder relationships already formed 
between recreation and conservation organizations working with the communities, fed-
eral and state agencies, and the county and tourism bureau,” said Annique. “Projects 
such as the Sky to Sound Water Trail from Skykomish to Everett, trails for motorized 
vehicles, Centennial Trail, Whitehorse Trail, and the North Mountain Bike Trail in Dar-
rington will benefit, as will future rural tourism projects.” 

For questions or more information contact:
• Amy Spain, Snohomish County Tourism Bureau, amy@snohomish.org 
• Annique Bennett, Snohomish County Office of Economic Development and 

Trade, annique.bennett@snoco.org 

The Snohomish County Rural Tourism Workshop Series is presented by Pandion Consult-
ing, the Snohomish County Tourism Bureau, and Snohomish County Office of Economic 
Development and Trade, and is made possible by the Snohomish County Hotel-Motel 
Tax Fund.

Local farmer’s markets showcase 
produce from area farmers and 
local, artisanal foods and crafts.

mailto:amy@snohomish.org
mailto:annique.bennett@snoco.org
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SCTB Welcomes New Staff Members
The Snohomish County Tourism Bureau welcomes three new team members.

Brad Zorich, Group Sales Manager

Joining the team on Jan. 29, Brad is responsible for promoting 
Snohomish County’s convention facilities to meeting and event 
planners and the destination as a whole to Packaged Travel 
providers. He has extensive experience in group, travel and 
meeting industry sales, new business development, account 
management and event logistics.

He possesses over 15 years of experience in sales, product e-commerce, and marketing 
management experience in multiple hospitality industries, including cruise, airline, tour 
packaging, and event management. 

Prior to joining the Snohomish County Tourism Bureau, Brad was Sales Executive for 
Argosy Cruises & Tillicum Village working with key regional corporate accounts with 
responsibility for group business development. He handled new product marketing and 
business development for four luxury small ship lines within North America, as well as 
land-based tour operator experience with Holland America Tours/Gray Line of Alaska. In 
that capacity, he was responsible for business development within 22 Western and Mid-
western states and four Canadian provinces, custom tour design, vendor relationships, 
revenue management and marketing planning.

A graduate of Washington State University, Zorich graduated with a bachelor of arts de-
gree in economics and a minor in French. He attended the International School of Brus-
sels in Belgium.

• Contact Brad at 425-348-5802, x106 or           
brad@snohomish.org.

mailto:brad@snohomish.org
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[SCTB Welcomes New Staff Members continued]

Chase Griffin, Sports Sales Manager

Chase grew up in Coupeville, a small town located on Whidbey 
Island, where he lettered three years in baseball and football 
and was captain on both teams. He graduated from Washington 
State University in 2015 where he majored in sport manage-
ment and minored in business administration.

While at WSU, Chase worked a season with the football team as 
an offensive student assistant. Following that he worked in

Joni Kirk, Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Joni will work with local communities and businesses to help 
expand their cooperative marketing efforts with the tourism 
bureau and gain more media exposure for our communities and 
attractions. 

From industry education offerings, to development of itineraries 
featuring tourism attractions, to social media management and 
brochure production, Joni will be marketing Snohomish County 
as a visitor destination.

an event management role for baseball and track & field. Chase spent the last eight 
months in San Antonio, Texas, as the Sales & Marketing Coordinator for the Valero 
Alamo Bowl. He joined the Snohomish County Sports Commission sales and events 
team on Feb. 23.

• Contact Chase at 425-348-5802, x107 or chase@snohomish.org. 

mailto:chase@snohomish.org
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[SCTB Welcomes New Staff Members continued]

Joni has hands-on experience in public relations, media relations, marketing, and in-
ternal communications in higher education and agency settings. She holds a master’s 
degree in business administration and bachelor of science degree in public communica-
tion from University of Idaho.

Her first day at the Bureau was April 11.

• Contact Joni at 425-348-5802, x108 or joni@snohomish.org.

Senate Says No to State Tourism Funding, So What’s Next?
Becky Bogard of Bogard & Johnson LLC, the Washington Tourism Alliance’s lobbyist and 
legislative counsel, provided this report in the WTA’s March e-newsletter:

“At 10:59 p.m. on Tuesday, March 29, the gavel finally fell on the 2016 Washington 
State legislative session. Before adjourning the legislators passed a supplemental op-
erating budget, a supplemental capital budget and bills to implement both of those 
budgets. In an unprecedented move, the Senate and House voted to override 27 vetoes. 
Governor Inslee had vetoed bills delivered to his desk before the end of the regular ses-
sion hoping to get the legislature to finish on time, March 10. It didn’t work and in the 
end, even the governor agreed that the vetoes should be overridden.

“What about tourism funding?

“As you may know, WTA had requested some interim funding from the state for website 
enhancement, distribution of visitor guides and participation in Brand USA. The House 
version of the supplemental budget included funding for the website; the Senate budget 
included no funding for any of these activities.

mailto:joni@snohomish.org


NEWS YOU CAN USE

8
Tourism Today

April 2016

[Senate Says No to State Tourism Funding, So What’s Next? continued]

“In the end, the Senate position prevailed – there was no funding in the final budget for 
tourism activities. In spite of WTA’s best efforts, assisted by many of you, the budget ne-
gotiators did not include our request. Many of you contacted your legislators to encour-
age them to send a message to the budget negotiators. We appreciate all of your efforts. 
They were not in vain as tourism was part of the discussions but it unfortunately did not 
make the final cut.

“So what is next? 

“Before the regular session ended, several legislators committed to working with WTA on 
a plan for long term, stable funding for a statewide tourism promotion program. These 
legislators include Sens. Brown, Takko, Ranker and Rolfes and Reps. Ryu and Condot-
ta. WTA legislative consultants will be working with these members to develop a plan 
that will pass legislative muster in the 2017 session. In addition, our partners such as 
the Washington Restaurant Association and the Washington Lodging Association will 
participate with us in this effort. Ideas range from the current WTA proposal of industry 
assessments to a B&O tax credit.

“Again, please know that your legislative consultants appreciate all the work you did 
with your legislators this past session. During the interim we will be working with you to 
make certain legislators really understand the importance of tourism!”

For more information, contact Becky at 206-979-0326 or the WTA at 
WATourismAlliance.com. 

http://watourismalliance.com


NEWS YOU CAN USE

9
Tourism Today

April 2016

Now Available: 2016 Spring/Summer Visitor Guide! 
Visitors and locals alike love using the Spring/Summer Snohomish County Visitor Guide 
to plan their outings, vacations, and escapes. Get your free copy now. Here’s how:

• Pick up a printed guide at nearby locations including city 
halls, libraries, parks and recreation outposts, malls, cham-
bers of commerce, economic development offices, and 
visitor information centers in Snohomish County (locations 
listed below). 

• Guides will also be distributed through Certified Folder Dis-
play Service that maintains brochure display racks in hotels 
within King and Snohomish Counties as well as at attrac-
tions such as Future of Flight Aviation Center & Boeing Tour. 

• Request a copy to be mailed to individuals by emailing    
visitor@snohomish.org or calling Stacey Pfeiffer at 425-
348-5802, x100.  

o East Snohomish County Branch
• 1301 First St. (From Hwy 2 or Hwy 9), Snohomish. 360-862-9609. 
Open Mon. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., year-round. 

o South Snohomish County Branch at Heritage Park
• 19921 Poplar Way (I-5 exit 181), Lynnwood. 425-776-3977. Open: 
Mon. & Wed., 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Tues., Thurs. & Fri., 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.; 
Sat. 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

o Tourist Information Counter in the lobby of the Future of Flight Aviation
Center & Boeing Tour

• 8415 Paine Field Blvd. (I-5 Exit 189 West), Mukilteo. 
     425-438-8100 x236. Open 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. daily.

• Download a digital copy from Snohomish.org.
• Stop by one of the friendly and helpful Snohomish County Visitor Information 

Centers during business hours:

http://www.snohomish.org/news-information/download-guides-brochures
mailto:visitor@snohomish.org
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SCTB Meeting & Special Events Sales Report
Kari Jensen, group sales and events coordinator, traveled to San Diego in early January 
to showcase Snohomish County at the Religious Conference Management Association 
(RCMA) Emerge Annual Conference, the premier event for faith-based planners and 
suppliers. With more than 800 conference attendees, the planner-to-supplier ratio was a 
very positive one-to-one ratio! This was the first year Snohomish County was represented 
at the conference. 

RCMA organizers provided a positive balance between one-on-one appointments and ed-
ucation sessions that kept attendees’ energy levels up. Educational topics were geared 
toward both the planner and supplier and even included one DMO-specific training ses-
sion. 
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Two weeks later, Kari represented Snohomish County 
at the annual Seattle Wedding Show, Jan. 14-15, at 
the Washington State Convention Center. Hundreds 
of brides-to-be and their family and friends came in 
search of information and inspiration of how to bring 
their wedding dreams into reality. Kari shared insights 
and informational material with dozens of attendees.

On Feb. 21, Kari traveled to Kent for the Seattle Expo 
Quinceañera to promote the county’s diverse and afford-
able venues to Latino families seeking the perfect loca-
tion to celebrate a girl’s fifteenth birthday, a traditional 
celebration.

Amy Spain attended the annual National Tour Association and Ameri-
can Bus Association conventions in January and February. These con-
ferences provide face-to-face appointments with tour operators and 
packaged travel providers. Amy met with 35 operators interested in 
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[SCTB Meeting & Special Events Sales Report continued]
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bringing tours to Snohomish County. Leads are available by contacting Amy at amy@
snohomish.org.

Brad Zorich, the Bureau’s new group sales manager, accompanied Amy Spain to the 
Go West Summit held Feb. 22-25 in Anchorage, Alaska. This annual conference brings 
together U.S. and international tour operators with Western US-based travel companies 
including airlines, attractions, hotels, and western states destination marketing associa-
tions. 

This year’s conference was the largest in attendance to date. Amy and Brad had a com-
bined 55 face-to-face meetings that became 48 leads for our partners. They were joined 
by Annette Pitts from the Cascade Loop Association and Sandy Ward from the Future of 
Flight Aviation Center and Boeing Tour.

The following month, Brad travelled to Sun River, Oregon, for the MPI Cascadia Edu-
cational Conference held March 13-15. This meeting planner conference provides ex-
cellent networking opportunities and fosters the sharing of ideas and views within each 
breakout session. Very few attendees were bashful about opening up with new ideas and 
problem-solving solutions.

Snohomish County 
offers an immense 
array of wedding 
venues

mailto:amy@snohomish.org
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News from Visitor Information Services

Several area hotels hosted visitor infor-
mation center volunteers for property 
tours and to answer questions. This ex-
perience helps volunteers assist travel-
ers in selecting accommodations most 
suited to their interests and needs.

A big thank you to the hotels’ staff for 
their warm hospitality and the delicious 
offerings of coffee and sweets, a hot lunch, and the lovely Valentine’s tea.

If you would like to host a FAM tour to have the VIC volunteers learn more about your 
attraction, business or visitor-friendly services, please contact Jennifer Bravo, visitor 
services manager, at 425-348-5802, x103 or jennifer@snohomish.org.

FAM Tours for VIC Volunteers

Volunteer Recognition Luncheon, April 28
The Snohomish County Tourism Bureau is hosting a luncheon event to thank all the VIC 
volunteers for their work and dedication in 2015 as well as recognizing specific mile-
stones of volunteer service. 

With a fun “Fabulous 1940s” theme, attendees are encouraged to dress in the style of 
the era. 

The luncheon will take place at Staybridge Suites in Mukilteo.

mailto:jennifer@snohomish.org
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VIC Assist Community Events
On March 12, the East County VIC in Snohomish hosted guest check-in for the sold-out 
Snohomish Chocolate Walk, a benefit event for the revitalization and beautification of 
historic downtown Snohomish. Paid guests collected treats from participating shops. 
The event brought in many new people to the visitor information center. 

The South County VIC at Heritage Park in Lynnwood took part in a park-wide Spring 
Clean Up Day on April 6. Community volunteers helped make the interiors of the build-
ings shine and spruced up the garden areas with weeding, planting, and bark place-
ment. 

On May 7, the East County VIC will be the check-in location for the sold-out Charm 
Walk. In this benefit event, paid guests receive an unadorned bracelet and then col-
lect one charm at each participating shop. This event is very popular with mothers and 
daughters!

Become a VIC Volunteer Today
Would you like to share with visitors your favorite places to dine, shop, play, explore, 
and more? Then join our volunteer family and make new friends plus learn more about 
Snohomish County’s secrets and surprises.

Call or email us today for more information:
• Jennifer Bravo, visitor services manager, 425-348-5802, x103 or                  
         jennifer@snohomish.org.
• Stacey Pfeiffer, visitor services coordinator, 425-348-5802, x100 or 
         stacey@snohomish.org. 

mailto:jennifer@snohomish.org
mailto:stacey@snohomish.org


Louise Stanton-Masten, executive director of the Washington Tourism Alliance, provided 
this recap in the organization’s March e-newsletter: 

“We are excited to report the release this month of the 2016 official Washington State 
Visitors’ Guide. Produced in a partnership of the Washington Tourism Alliance, the 
Washington Lodging Association and SagaCity Media, this edition marks the 17th annu-
al publication of the guide.

“This year 375,000 copies of the guide were printed and with extensive distribution 
readership will total nearly one million. Along with our website, www.ExperienceWA.
com, the Visitors’ Guide is a primary tool for marketing Washington State. 

“The distribution includes mailing 65,000 copies to Seattle Met and Portland Monthly 
magazine subscribers and featuring copies at 2,000 visitor centers in Arizona, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Texas, Washington State and Vancouver, B.C. The 
guide is also available for purchase on newsstands and checkout counters at retail loca-
tions in Washington, Oregon and California. 

“Prospective travelers can read the guide online and order a print copy through the 
website. Travelers can also access versions of the guide that are optimized for iPads, 
android tablets and smart phones.

“The publication highlights the state’s ten travel regions and includes regional maps, 
insider travel trips, itinerary suggestions and contact information for an array of local 
businesses and attractions. 

TRAVEL, TOURISM & HOSPITALITY

WTA’s State Tourism Report 
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http://www.ExperienceWA.com


TRAVEL, TOURISM & HOSPITALITY

15
Tourism Today

April 2016

[WTA’s State Tourism Report continued]

“This year’s visitors’ guide celebrates Washington’s year of milestones, including cen-
tennials for the National Park Service and Boeing. The guide also features insider tips 
for travelers from a Seattle Seahawks player, a James Beard Award-winning chef, a 
whitewater rafting guide and other local experts and celebrities.”

Kayak Point’s Remodeled Space Unveiled
The Stanwood Chamber of Commerce celebrated the recent improvements at the Kayak 
Point Golf Course with Mayor Leonard Kelley and others on Friday, April 1. 

The golf shop and restrooms were renovated, a new patio added, and new carpeting in-
stalled throughout the clubhouse.

Kayak Point Golf Course is located at 15711 Marine Drive in Stanwood. 

• Go to www.ExperienceWA.com to view or order a copy of the Visitors’ 
         Guide. 
• For membership and more information, visit WATourismAlliance.com. 

Bothell Hotel Changes Brands
In January, the former Springhill Suites hotel located at 3850 Monte Villa Pkwy. in 
Bothell changed to the Red Lion Inn and Suites brand. 

In addition to 84-spacious fully-appointed guest suites, business and leisure travelers 
will enjoy numerous amenities including complimentary breakfast, indoor swimming 
pool, and fitness center. They also will benefit from close proximity to popular restau-
rants such as Russell’s and Bonefish Grill, shopping at Alderwood Mall, and other at-
tractions.

For reservations and more information, call 425-398-9700.

http://watourismalliance.com
http://www.experiencewa.com
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Everett Courtyard by Marriott Slated to Open in June
Located across the street from City Hall at the corner of Wall Street and Colby Avenue, 
the long-awaited hotel is due to open in June. The eight-story, 156-room select-service 
hotel will feature meeting rooms, a restaurant, and 5,200 square feet of ground-floor 
retail space. The Touchstone project is a part of the Seattle-based Urban Renaissance 
Group.
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Rendering courtesy of Everett Courtyard by Marriott
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SCSC Marketing Team Attended NASC Sports Events 
Symposium, April 4-7
Tammy Dunn, sports development director, 
Chase Griffin, sports sales manager, and 
Aaron Wilson, sports sales & events coordi-
nator, traveled to Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
for this important relationship-building 
conference. 

The team met with 20 event rights holders 
including USA Cycling, USA Volleyball, US 
Corporate Games, USA Ultimate, and Tough 
Mudder. 

17
Tourism Today

April 2016

SCSC booth at NASC Sports Events Symposium

They also attended several educational seminars and networked with other sports com-
missions and visitor bureaus from around the country.  

This sports conference plays an important role in helping the Snohomish County Sports 
Commission team bring new sports events to Snohomish County. 

Pacific Rim Gymnastics presented by Hershey’s, 
April 8-10
With the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro only four months away, gymnasts from 
countries around the Pacific Rim traveled to Everett and competed for top honors and 
places on national teams.

The event featured women’s and men’s artistic gymnastics, trampoline, and rhythmic 
gymnastics.  



THE SPORTS PAGES
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[Pacific Rim Gymnastics presented by Hershey’s, April 8-10 continued]

American Simone Biles, 10-time world championships gold medalist, took the all-
around women’s title with teammates Aly Raisman taking the silver medal, and Laurie 
Hernandez taking third place. Because only two gymnasts per country could win med-
als, Japan’s Nagi Kajita took home the bronze medal. 

Donnell Whittenburg of the U.S. won the silver medal in the all-around men’s title, 
just .25 points behind gold medalist Weifeng Cai from China. Teammate Sam Mikulak 
claimed the bronze medal outscoring teammates John Orozco and Alex Naddour.
See the final placements on the Pacific Rim Championships results page. 

The trampoline and artistic gymnastics were held at the XFINITY Arena. Rhythmic gym-
nastics was held at the Walt Price Student Fitness Center at Everett Community College.
A world audience watched the event via USA Gymnastics’ live webcast and YouTube 
postings. In the U.S., NBC Sports aired tape-delayed coverage of the women’s team and 
all-around competitions on Sunday, April 10, from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. PT. 

Estimated economic impact as of press time: Over $2 million. 

Highlights of First Quarter Sports Events

On a cool morning, 781 runners ran the nearly flat out-and-back course for personal 
glory along the waters of Puget Sound and the Snohomish River. Both distances started 
and finished at the Port of Everett Marina. The 10K participants turned back after the 
first bridge crossing. Half marathoners continued on to the downtown streets of Marys-
ville and turned around at a point on Columbia Avenue.

Estimated economic impact as of press time: 40 rooms, $102,951.

Everett Half Marathon & 10K, April 10

http://www.pacrimchamps.com/results/
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Lake Stevens Spring Sprints Invitational Regatta, April 9-10
The Lake Stevens Rowing Club welcomed 21 rowing clubs from British Columbia, Can-
ada and Washington. Athletes of all ages competed in youth, masters, novice, and open 
categories. The 2,000-meter course was set for youth, novice and open competitors on 
Saturday. The next day, masters men and women, and mixed teams saw action on the 
1,000-meter course.  

Estimated economic impact as of press time: 60 rooms, $78,498.
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2016 NWAC Men & Women Basketball Championships, March 10-13

After 15 years of the Tri-Cities hosting the tournament, Ev-
erett Community College in partnership with the Snohomish 
County Sports Commission was awarded the basketball tour-
nament for the three years, 2016 – 2018.

This year marked a format change that included a round 
one game with the top two seeded teams in each of the four 
divisions in the conference. First round games were held on 
March 5. Edmonds Community College, the second seed in 
the North Region, hosted the first round. However, the team 
lost a close game to Yakima Valley College, which advanced 
to the championship round. 

Walt Price Student Center became “basketball town” for 

Fans caught the fever of March Madness when Everett Community College hosted the 
2016 Northwest Athletic Conference (NWAC) Men & Women Basketball Championships. 

six games each day. The women’s college teams started on Thursday, 
March 10, and the men’s teams began play on Friday, March 11.
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[2016 NWAC Men & Women Basketball Championships, March 10-13 continued]

In a hard fought battle, Spokane Community College (Spokane) beat Whatcom Commu-
nity College (Bellingham) to claim 2016 NWAC Men’s Basketball Championship title. 
Lane Community College (Eugene, OR) won its fifth NWAC Women’s Basketball Champi-
onship title since 2006 by defeating Peninsula Community College (Port Angeles).  

More than 200 players, 50 coaches and 24 officials played, coached or officiated at the 
tournament.  Two thousand fans from as far away as Roseburg, Oregon, and Spokane 
traveled to watch their teams play great basketball.  

Economic impact: 674 room nights, $706,555.

USA Taekwondo Washington State Championships, Feb. 28
Edmonds Community College hosted USA Taekwondo Washington State Championships 
where several hundred taekwondo students competed in poomsae, sparring, demo team, 
and board breaking divisions to qualify for the 2016 USA Taekwondo National Champi-
onships.

Estimated economic impact: 41 room nights, $90,000.

WIAA Regional Basketball, Feb. 27
Walt Price Student Fitness Center at Everett Community College hosted four WIAA Re-
gional Basketball games.

Last year’s WIAA 3A Girls Basketball Champions Lynnwood High School beat West Seat-
tle High School 59-34 in regional play to advance to quarterfinal play.

The Cascade High School boys’ team played for a chance to return to the WIAA 4A 
State Championships. Before an enthusiastic crowd of 2,500 fans, Kentwood High 
School (Covington, WA) spoiled Cascade’s dreams by winning 64-54.

Economic impact: 30 room nights, $243,545.
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New Snohomish County Backroad Attractions Brochure 
Looking to get “off the beaten track” via the scenic hikes, drives and ways to explore 
Snohomish County’s southeast rural roads this year? Then get your free copy of the new 
Snohomish County Backroad Attractions brochure now. Ideal for those who want to dis-
cover “the road less traveled” in the Puget Sound area, the new brochure is both down-
loadable online and available in print.

The new brochure also features annual, family-friendly events in the east Snohomish 
communities along Highway 2 ranging from festivals, concerts, artist sales and garden 
shows to sporting events.

Here’s how to get a copy:
• The fastest option is downloading a PDF of Snohomish County 
 Backroad Attractions from Snohomish.org.
• Pick up a copy at:

Published by the Snohomish County Tourism Bureau, Snohomish 
County Backroad Attractions features 14 explorations under “Hikes 
& Trails,” “Climbing,” “Motorized Trails,” “Watersports,” and “Points 
of Interest.” These range from Osprey Park and the Iron Goat Trail to 
Reiter Foothills Forest ORV Park, Old Cascade Highway, Spada Lake, 
and Big Eddy State Park. “Points of Interest” highlight discoveries 
such as the tiny Wayside Chapel west of Sultan, free rides on the 
Great Northern & Cascade train at Skykomish, and the Western Heri-
tage Center in Monroe.

o Sky Valley Chamber/Visitor information Center
 320 Main Street in Sultan. 360-793-0983. Open Mon. – Fri. 
        10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
o East Snohomish County Visitor Information Center
 1301 First St. (From Hwy 2 or Hwy 9), Snohomish. 
 360-862-9609. Open Mon. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
         year-round. 

http://www.snohomish.org/content/uploads/general_content/SCTB-BackRoads-Brochure.pdf
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[New Snohomish County Backroad Attractions Brochure Available Now continued]
o South Snohomish County Visitor Information Center at Heritage Park
 19921 Poplar Way (I-5 exit 181), Lynnwood. 425-776-3977. Open: 
 Mon. & Wed., 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Tues., Thurs. & Fri., 9:30 a.m. – 
 4 p.m.; Sat. 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
o Tourist Information Counter in the lobby of the Future of Flight 
 Aviation Center & Boeing Tour
 8415 Paine Field Blvd. (I-5 Exit 189 West), Mukilteo. 
 425-438-8100 x236. Open 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. daily.

Rail Corridor Purchase Will Add to Centennial Trail
In early April, Snohomish County Parks announced the Snohomish County Council’s 
approval to purchase the Eastside Rail Corridor. The $3.5 million sale closed March 25. 
When all sections are completed, trail users will be able to travel all the way from the 
Skagit county line to Golden Gardens Park in Ballard.  

The newly acquired 12-mile trail/rail corridor runs from 
the City of Snohomish to Woodinville and will connect 
with the Centennial Trail.

When completed, the trail/rail corridor will become the 
south spur of the existing 30-mile-long Centennial Trail, 
which starts at the Skagit County line and stops just 
short of the Snohomish River.

The south spur of the Centennial Trail will connect with 
King County’s Sammamish River Trail which connects to 
the Burke Gilman Trail that ends at Golden Gardens Park 
in Ballard. The existing freight service is expected to 
continue with the hope that other rail 
opportunities may occur in the future.
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Wheeled Deals: City of Lynnwood Okays Food Trucks 
The latest trend in four-wheeled dining has rolled into the city of Lynnwood. In March, 
the city council voted unanimously to allow food trucks to operate with the city limits 
between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. 

“This is something the City has carefully researched and considered,” said Paul Krauss, 
community development director. “These trucks are safe, well regulated, and offer such 
a great opportunity for independent businesses owners. People enjoy the whole food 
truck experience.” 

Food trucks will be able to park in local business parking lots, with the approval of the 
business owner, but not on City streets.

“Food trucks in other cities, like Portland and Seattle have become a mainstay and even 
a tourist attraction,” stated David Kleitsch, Lynnwood’s economic development director, 
in a press release. “They will be a great asset in Lynnwood too.” 

Operators of food truck businesses must have a City of Lynnwood business license and 
approval from the Snohomish County Health Department.



GET OUT & ABOUT: 2016 Festival Celebrations

Did you know that many of Washington State’s most popular festivals of the arts, agri-
culture, aviation, history, music, and more are located right here in our own backyard?

Mark your calendars so you don’t miss any of the high-flying, toe-tapping, thrilling, or 
exquisite festivals slated through 2016.

Sensational Spring & Summer Festivals
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Paine Field Aviation Day, May 21
Location: Paine Field Airport, Everett

Get set for an action-packed day: Witness thrilling flying demonstrations, meet the pi-
lots, check out flight schools, and free Young Eagles introductory flights for youth ages 
8-17 (first-come, first-served and space is limited so get there early!), and more. Start 

• For tickets and more information go to the Paine Field Aviation Day web page.

the day at 8 a.m. with the Avia-
tion Day 5K run/walk followed by 
a benefit pancake breakfast.

• Hosted by Flying Heritage 
 Collection, Historic Flight 
 Foundation, and Paine 
 Field Airport, the festival 
 runs from 10 a.m. to 
 5 p.m. 

http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/paine-field-aviation-day-at-fhc
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Tankfest Northwest™, May 30
Location: Flying Heritage Collection, Everett

Feel the ground quake beneath your feet as the 30-ton Sherman tank rumbles by. Cover 
your ears when the German 88mm cannon fires! Kids of all ages will marvel at the re-
stored tanks, military vehicles, artillery weapons, firing demonstrations, and the military 
parade commemorating Memorial Day. 

• Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• For tickets and more information go to the Tankfest Northwest web page.

Biplane Fly-In, June 11
Location: Historic Flight Foundation, Mukilteo

Walk among restored biplanes, learn about the challenges and rewards of open-cockpit 
flight from pilots and plane owners, watch the biplanes fly overhead in formation, and 
take a ride in a biplane! Also available are rides in Historic Flight Foundation’s DC-3, 
B-25 and T-6. Preregistration flight tickets available now.  

• Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• For more information including ticket prices, go to the Biplane Fly-In web page. 

Edmonds Arts Festival, June 17-19
Location: Frances Anderson Center, Edmonds

The seaside festival brings together thousands of art lovers and more than 240 artists 
who offer a rich array of original fine art and crafts for sale. 

• The Father’s Day weekend festival is free to attend. 
• For hours and more information go to the Edmonds Arts 
 Festival web page. 

http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/tankfest-northwest2
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/mukilteo-bi-plane-weekend
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/edmonds-art-festival
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Arlington Fly-In, July 7-9
Location: Arlington Municipal Airport, Arlington

This is the West Coast premiere recreation aviation event for pilots, plane owners, en-
thusiasts, and families of all ages. Enjoy hundreds of diverse aircraft ranging from an-
tiques to ultralights, daily air shows, hot air balloon evening glows, airplane rides and 
sales, musical entertainment, camping, and much more. 

• Go to the Arlington Fly-In web page for more information.

Location: Darrington Bluegrass Music Park, Darrington

Come for a day or camp for the weekend to hear the best in mountain-style, old-style, 
acoustic, and other styles of bluegrass music. Performers include Balsam Range, Moun-
tain Faith, Wayne Taylor & Appaloosa, Jeff Scroggins & Colorado, and Country Current, 
an ensemble from the U.S. Navy Band.

Darrington Bluegrass Festival, July 15-17

• Go to the Darrington 
 Bluegrass Festival web 
 page for more informa-
 tion.

http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/arlington-fly-in3
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/darrington-bluegrass-festival1
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Summer Meltdown Festival, Aug. 11-14
Location: Whitehorse Mountain 
Amphitheater, Darrington 

Dubbed “Where the Music 
Meets the Mountain,” fans 
come for a weekend celebra-
tion of music in the shadows of 
the majestic Whitehorse Moun-
tain. The grassroots music 
festival features 20 artists and 
bands including Griz, STS9,
Gramatik, and Beats Antique on four music stages. Enjoy onsite camping, late night 
performances, music workshops, beer garden, green village, kids activities, adventure 
trips departing from the festival site, and more.

• Go to the Summer Meltdown Festival web page for more information.

FHC SkyFair™, July 30
Location: Flying Heritage Collection, Mukilteo

The early days of military flight come alive with flyovers of authentic vintage aircraft, 
plane demos, display of land vehicles, World War II re-enactors, remote controlled 
tanks, a 1940s dance band, and children’s activities. 

• Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
• For admission tickets and more information, go to the SkyFair web page. 

http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/fhc-skyfair
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/darrington-meltdown-festival
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Evergreen State Fair, Monroe, Aug. 25-Sept. 5
Location: Evergreen State Fairgrounds, Monroe 

Carnival midway and rides, Pro West Rodeo contests, Speedway racing, evening head-
liners and daily performances, competitive exhibits in 4-H and FFA, Evergreen Youth 
Livestock Show, contests, and food galore – all this and more make the Evergreen State 
Fair one of the most popular fairs in the Pacific Northwest and the most attended single 
attraction in Snohomish County. 

The Evergreen State Fair delights 
people of all ages!

On special gate admission days, attendees will enjoy either free or reduced admission 
such as free gate admission on Opening Day, Aug. 25, until 1 p.m. and $2 gate admis-
sion on Twosday Tuesday, Aug. 30 before 2 p.m. 

• For more information go to the Evergreen State Fair web page.  

http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/monroe-the-evergreen-state-fair1
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Fall & Winter Holiday Festivals Set
Though daylight grows shorter, the family fun continues at these fall and early winter fes-
tivals in Snohomish County: 

• Vintage Aircraft Weekend, Sept. 2-4. Historic Flight at KILO-7, Mukilteo.
• Puget Sound Bird Fest, Sept. 9-11. Frances Anderson Center, Edmonds.
• Mukilteo Lighthouse Festival, Sept. 9-11. Mukilteo Lighthouse Park, Mukilteo.
• Sky Valley Farm Fest, Oct. 8. Various locations in Sultan & Monroe.
• Snohomish Valley Festival of Pumpkins, Oct. 1-31. Various locations.
• The Lights of Christmas, selected December dates. Warm Beach Camp, Stanwood.

For more information on Snohomish County’s arts, agricultural, cultural and history festi-
vals and other activities for families and children, contact Amy Spain at 425-348-5802, 
ext. 101 or amy@snohomish.org. 

To find more family-fun things to do and see in Snohomish County, go to Snohomish.org.

Pumpkin farms 
offer  a variety 
of fall activities 
in Snohomish 
County

http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/mukilteo-vintage-aircraft-weekend4
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/edmonds-puget-sound-bird-fest3
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/mukiteo-lighthouse-festival
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/monroe-sky-valley-farm-fest
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/snohomish-snohomish-valley-festival-of-pumpkins
http://www.snohomish.org/events-calendar/detail/stanwood-the-lights-of-christmas1
http://www.Snohomish.org



