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A Cold Crime
A man stole a credit 
card from an ice cream 
customer.
Page 5

Electric Fire Engine
Los Angeles has pur-
chased a new truck.
Page 4

BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS
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TAXES
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In today’s real estate climate ...
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Lyft annual 
loss more 

than 
doubles, 

but revenue 
keeps rising

TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer

Ride-hailing service Lyft’s annual 
loss more than doubled last year to 
over $2.6 billion, but the company 
claimed progress as revenue jumped 
68% and ridership grew.

The San Francisco company is 
predicting another big revenue gain 
for this year, with a narrower pretax 
loss of $450 million to $490 million.

But in results released after the 
markets closed Tuesday, Lyft isn’t 
predicting a fourth-quarter profit 
this year like Uber, its main rival. 

“We significantly improved 
our path to profitability while 
simultaneously reaching critical 
milestones toward our long-term 
strategy,” CEO Logan Green said in 
a statement.

Annual revenue was $3.62 
billion, up from 2.16 billion in 2018, 
the company said.

The annual net loss included $1.6 
billion in stock-based compensation 
and payroll tax expenses, plus $270.3 
million in charges for insurance 
liabilities, Lyft said.

For the fourth quarter, Lyft lost 
$356 million compared with a 

Families file 
objection 
to illegal 

school fees 
settlement

MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

More than 250 Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District 
families have filed an objection 
to a settlement that will award an 
attorney who sued the district half 
a million dollars in public money.

Attorney Kevin Shenkman 
initiated the class action lawsuit in 
2017 on behalf of parents Vivian 
Mahl and Gina de Baca, who 
claim that SMMUSD had required 
students to pay for expensive 
calculators, field trips and athletic 
uniforms and therefore violated 
the constitutional guarantee to a 
free education. The district settled 
the lawsuit last August, agreeing to 
reimburse families for supplies and 
cover the plaintiffs’ attorneys’ fees.

Local attorneys Joel Koury 
and Joseph Pertel, who also have 
children in SMMUSD schools, filed 
the objection Monday on behalf of 
261 district parents, students and 
community members. 

The objection asks the court 
to reject families’ claims for 
reimbursements unless they can 
show receipts for the educational 
materials they purchased. SMMUSD 
spokesperson Gail Pinsker said 
more than 300 families filed claims 

Samohi soccer kicks off 
CIF Thursday against 

Thousand Oaks

Courtesy photo  
11 WINS: The Samohi Girls are preparing to extend their successful run into the playoff season. 

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

With an Ocean League title and 
home-field secured, Santa Monica 
High School’s girls soccer team is 
preparing to kick off the upcoming 
CIF Southern Section Division 
3 playoffs this Thursday against 
Thousand Oaks — and the Vikings 

are confident they have what it takes 
to make a run at the championship 
this year.

Samohi currently sits undefeated 
in its last 11 matchups as it has 
claimed recent victories against 
Culver City, Beverly Hills and 
Palisades Charter High School.

“We’re already a step further than 
we were last year,” Coach Jimmy 

Chapman said as he described last 
season’s campaign, which ended in 
heartbreak after an overtime loss 
in the wildcard round of the CIF 
championships. “We built on that 
and adopted the motto: ‘Embrace 
the struggle. Focus on the goal,’” 
which is derived from a military 

SEE SETTLEMENT PAGE 11 SEE LYFT PAGE 7
SEE SOCCER PAGE 7
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Wednesday, February 12
Montana Mystery Book 
Group: The Paragon Hotel
It’s 1921, and Alice James, known as 
Nobody,arrives in Portland after fleeing 
the New York mob.  There, a young boy 
goes missing. Nobody poses as a jour-
nalist and investigates. Montana Avenue 
Branch Library, 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Mindful Meditation
Henry Schipper, graduate of UCLA’s 
Mindful Awareness program, teaches the 
basics of Mindful meditation. Ocean Park 
Branch Library, 7 - 8 p.m.

L.E.A.R.N.: Learn, Excel, 
Achieve and Read Now
One-on-one access to volunteers avail-
able to help students with homework 
assignments and reading comprehen-
sion. Mondays and Wednesdays from 
3:30 - 6 p.m.

Read & Play
Help your child cultivate key develop-
mental skills through books and play 
activities. Ages 0-5. Main Library, 11:15 
- 11:45 a.m.

Thursday, February 13
What College-Bound Student 
Athletes Need to Know
Get familiar with the different options for 
playing sports in college, what steps to 
take to prepare, and when to start the 
process. Presented by college counselor 
Diana Hanson of Magellan Counseling 
and College Mentors. Main Library, 7 - 8 
p.m.

Just For Seniors: ‘Appy Hour’ 
Device Workshop
Bring your smartphone or tablet and 
get help with learning how to use your 
device. Ocean Park Branch Library, 4 - 5 
p.m.

Book Talk: Born Criminal: 
Matilda Joslyn Gage, Radical 
Suffragist
Author Angelica Shirley Carpenter dis-
cusses Born Criminal: Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, Radical Suffragist, in conversa-
tion with Councilmember Greg Morena, 
a direct descendant of this key player 
in the first fifty years of the wom-

en’s rights movement. A book sale fol-
lows the program. Co-sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters Santa 
Monica. Ocean Park Branch Library, 
7 - 8:30 p.m.

LEGO Challenge
Create a LEGO maze that another per-
son must solve blindfolded! Are you up 
for the challenge? Ages 3 & Up. Main 
Library, 3:30 - 5 p.m.

Cursive Kids: Invisible Ink
Practice cursive with a secret message 
Valentine using invisible ink. For all lev-
els in cursive. Montana Avenue Branch 
Library, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Current Events Discussion 
Group
Join organizers for a lively discussion 
of the latest news with your friends and 
neighbors. Fairview Branch Library, 1 - 
2:30 p.m.

Rent Control Board Meeting
The Rent Control Board meets to con-
duct business associated with the 
Rent Control Charter Amendment and 
Regulations. 7 p.m.

Friday, February 14
Fireside at the Miles - A 
Valentines Evening where 
Dance meets Music
45 minutes of dance choreographed by 
Angela Todaro and an hour of music 
presented by Petty Chavez will provide a 
beautiful evening by the fire. 8 - 10 p.m. 
Tickets available online at https://www.
eventbrite.com/o/santa-monica-cultur-
al-affairs-28633534451

Music and Movement at the 
Library
A musical story time that will have little 
ones singing and dancing along as they 
learn important early literacy concepts. 
Fairview Branch Library, 3:30 - 4 p.m.

LA Law Library QuickLook 
Legal Research Class
LA Law Library legal research special-
ists teach free, monthly 45-minute over-
views of legal information search tools 
and techniques as part of their regular 
“office hours” visits.*www.lalawlibrary.
org/CLASSES. Topic: Small Claims. Main 
Library.

NEW CLASSES,
PERSONAL TRAINING,
NUTRITION, AND MORE!

310.394.1300
www.burnfitness.com

1233 3rd Street Promenade
Santa Monica 

C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  D A Y  P A S S

SHARE THE LOVE
EXPERIENCE BURN FITNESS

Pro SUP Shop is located at the Southwest end of the Jamaica Bay Inn parking lot
4175 Admiralty Wy. Marina del Rey, CA | prosupshop.com | 310.989.4350 | info@prosupshop.com

Stand Up Paddleboard & Kayak Lessons & Rentals
Team Building Events | Excursions | Paddle Cruises | Board Sales

Discover the beauty of Marina del Rey from the water
Our calm, flat waters are the best place in Los Angeles to go for a paddle, 
whether you’re trying your hand at Stand Up Paddleboarding for the first time
or looking to have a leisurely kayak cruise, Pro SUP Shop has you covered

prosupshop  |         prosupshop |         prosups
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Evacuee group cleared 
to leave coronavirus 

quarantine in US
AMY TAXIN AND JOHN ANTCZAK 
Associated Press

A group of 195 evacuees was cleared 
Tuesday to end a two-week quarantine at a 
Southern California military base after flying 
out of China during a deadly viral outbreak, 
officials said.

After everyone at March Air Reserve 
Base passed their final health screenings, 
they threw their face masks into the air and 
hugged, said Dr. Nancy Knight of the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

“These individuals have completed their 
quarantine. They pose no health risk to 
themselves, to their families, to their places 
of work, to schools or their communities,” she 
told reporters. “There should be no concern 
about novel coronavirus from these 195 
individuals. They have been watched more 
closely than anyone else in the United States.”

The group, which includes U.S. consular 
officials and children, arrived Jan. 29 on a 
U.S.-chartered flight that whisked them out of 
the heart of the viral outbreak in the Chinese 
city of Wuhan. The locked-down city of 11 
million is the epicenter of the virus that has 
claimed more than 1,000 lives worldwide. 

It was the first group of evacuees to 
arrive in the United States and none of them 
tested positive for the illness. Most of the 
group cleared Tuesday was planning to leave 
immediately, though some will remain one 
more day because of travel arrangements. 
They are headed to see family across the 
United States and health officials urged the 
public to welcome them. Public health officials 
denounced incidents of discrimination 
reported in the Riverside, California, area 
against military personnel who work at the 
base.

Knight said the daughter of a woman who 
works at the base was called names at school. 
Another base employee was denied housing 
because she worked there.

“They don’t need additional testing. They 
don’t need to be shunned,” Dr. Cameron 
Kaiser, public health officer for Riverside 
County, told reporters. “Our work here is 
done and these people are going home and I 
expect every single one of us to let them.”

The FBI and Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department are investigating the online 
posting of a fake document last month 
asserting the novel coronavirus was detected 
in the city of Carson, California. The realistic-
looking document had the official logos of 
Los Angeles County Public Health, the CDC 
and the World Health Organization, and has 
been strongly denounced by local officials.

In the United States, there have been only 
13 confirmed cases.

Hundreds of evacuees in the past two 
weeks were flown to military bases in 
California, Texas and Nebraska and remain 
under quarantine.

One person is in isolation at a hospital 
near San Diego after testing positive. That 
person and three other evacuees had been 
in hospital isolation after showing symptoms 
of the virus but on Sunday, federal health 
officials said they had tested negative and they 
were sent back to the base, where they joined 
more than 200 people.

On Monday, however, the CDC informed 
county health officials that further testing 
revealed that one of the four patients tested 
positive and was sent back to the hospital. 

Among those leaving the base Tuesday 
in Riverside County was Consul General 
Jamie Fouss. He described how they had to 
check passengers against the manifest on the 
chartered plane in China, check bags and 
conduct health screenings before taking off 
for Alaska and later California.

The quarantine, he said, wasn’t as 
challenging as he thought it could be, adding 
the group stayed busy with evacuees running 
Zumba and art classes and activities for the 
children.

“Everybody felt like the quarantine was 
their civic duty to do what they needed to do 
to keep themselves and their communities 
safe,” he told reporters. “Today as we took off 
our masks and were given the clean bill of 
health, we all realized we had gone through 
this experience together, and we made good 
friends.”

Associated Press writers Elliot Spagat in San Diego 
and Robert Jablon in Los Angeles contributed to 
this report.

CALL 1-310-220-4009Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement and 
seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.ymtvacations.
com/setsailoffers. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle 
and Alaska including 7 nights aboard 
Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam 
and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where 
you’ll pass glaciers, mountains, and lush 
forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic 
Skagway, and magnificent Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on 
Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and in Waikiki on Oahu. Includes 
a Pearl Harbor experience where you 
will see the USS Arizona Memorial. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on 
the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian 
entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly 
Tour Directors—your local experts. Price 
includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 
FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

BE DEBT FREE 
IN 24–48 MONTHS!

One Affordable Monthly Payment
We work with you to set up a single, affordable monthly payment.

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE.
1-877-236-9743

Do you owe more than $10,000 
in credit card bills or other debt? Let 

National Debt Relief resolve your debt for 
a fraction of what you owe.

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Resolve Your Debt in 24–48 Months
We’ll resolve your debt as quickly as possible so you can fi nally 

start living the life you want.

No Upfront Fees
You won’t pay a penny until your debt is resolved.    .
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS
LOS ANGELES
Southern California winds topple trucks, bring down trees

Strong winds swept Southern California again early Tuesday, toppling big rigs onto their 
sides and downing trees.

At least six semis overturned on highways in the inland region, Caltrans District 8 tweet-
ed.

The blustery weather also impacted flights at Ontario International Airport, about 40 miles 
east of Los Angeles. 

“Due to high winds, you may experience delays or diversions today,” the airport tweeted.
Cal Fire San Bernardino posted photos of a car crushed by a massive tree in Yucaipa, one of 

multiple wind-related calls the agency said it handled.
The National Weather Service issued a high wind warning for gusts up to 70 mph but said it 

would expire in the afternoon.
The windy weather set in on Monday, causing similar damage.
Light winds and comfortable temperatures are expected Wednesday and Thursday, fore-

casters said.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOUSTON
Texas asks Supreme Court to repeal a California travel ban

The Texas attorney general has asked the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn a California law 
prohibiting state employees from using taxpayer-funded business trips to expos or conferences 
in Texas.

Attorney General Ken Paxton asked the high court to reverse the ban on Monday, the 
Houston Chronicle reported. The Supreme Court has exclusive jurisdiction over civil disputes 
between states.

California adopted the ban following a 2017 Texas law that allows foster care and adoption 
agencies to deny services for religious beliefs. Supporters say the law does not discriminate 
because it requires the agencies to make referrals to other organizations.

But opponents argue the law gives child-placement offices legal authority to discriminate 
against the LGBT community and others.

Paxton called California’s ban “economic warfare” and an attempt “to punish Texans for 
respecting the right of conscience for foster care and adoption providers.”

“The law California opposes does not prevent anyone from contributing to child welfare,” 
Paxton said. “Boycotting states based on nothing more than political disagreement breaks down 
the ability of states to serve as laboratories of democracy while still working together as one 
nation — the very thing our Constitution intended to prevent.”

In a statement issued Tuesday, California Attorney General Xavier Becerra said his state has 
“chosen not to use taxpayer money to support laws discriminating against the LGBTQ commu-
nity.” 

The ban by California affects 11 states, including Alabama, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky and 
South Carolina.

“Discriminatory laws in any part of our country send all of us several steps back,” Becerra 
said in 2017. “That’s why when California said we would not tolerate discrimination against 
LGBTQ members of our community, we meant it.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES
Los Angeles Fire Department to purchase electric fire engine

The Los Angeles Fire Department has signed an agreement to purchase an electric fire 
engine.

The apparatus will be based on a conceptual vehicle that Austria-based manufacturer 
Rosenbauer demonstrated in Los Angeles last fall, the department announced Monday.

The fire engine will be customized for the specific needs of the LAFD and is expected to be 
delivered in early 2021.

The Fire Department said the vehicle will have two batteries that will enable fully electric 
operation for about two hours and an on-board diesel generator for extended operations.

Fire Chief Ralph Terrazas said the electric fire engine will help reduce noise and diesel pol-
lution. 

The chief said he drove the demonstration vehicle during its visit and praised its acceleration, 
braking and tight turning radius.

“I was doing doughnuts in the parking lot at Dodger Stadium,” he said.
It will likely be assigned to a fire station in Hollywood that will be equipped with rapid-charging 

technology.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

Starting from 

$88
+Taxes

1760 Ocean Avenue | Santa Monica, CA 90401

310.393.6711

BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE
SeaviewHotel.com

Parking | Kitchenettes | WiFi Available

SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 283 CALLS ON FEB. 10

Battery Now 1600blk Santa Monica Blvd 
12:44 a.m.
Malicious Mischief Just Occurred 1500blk 
16th St 1:57 a.m.
Death Investigation 800blk 6th St 2:09 a.m.
Theft Of Recyclables 1400blk 17th St 2:45 
a.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 800blk Broadway 
6:08 a.m.
Encampment 1600blk Ocean Ave 7:11 a.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 3200blk Wilshire 
Blvd 7:30 a.m.
Encampment 1100blk Lincoln Blvd 7:59 a.m.
Exhibition Of Speed 19th St / San Vicente 
Blvd 8:09 a.m.
Theft Of Recyclables 3000blk Delaware Ave 
8:22 a.m.
Vehicle With Excessive Parking Violations 
1600blk Pearl St 8:49 a.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1100blk 7th St 
8:49 a.m.
Vehicle With Excessive Parking Violations 
1000blk Maple St 9:05 a.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 1600blk Lincoln Blvd 
9:05 a.m.
Burglary Report 200blk Marine St 9:21 a.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric Hold 200blk Montana 
Ave 9:26 a.m.
Burglary Report 500blk Broadway 9:31 a.m.
Burglary Report 200blk San Vicente Blvd 
10:16 a.m.
Burglary Report 500blk Broadway 10:19 a.m.
Threats Report/Investigations 1400blk 15th 
St 10:51 a.m.
Burglary Report 200blk San Vicente Blvd 
11:07 a.m.
Burglary Report 200blk San Vicente Blvd 
11:38 a.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 1300blk Centinela Ave 
12:13 p.m.
Grand Theft Just Occurred 1100blk 2nd St 
12:16 p.m.
Encampment Lincoln Blvd / Olympic Blvd W 
12:26 p.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 200blk Bicknell 
Ave 12:55 p.m.
Mark & Tag Abandoned Vehicle 1200blk 19th 
St 1:23 p.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 200blk 15th St 1:30 
p.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 2600blk Kansas 
Ave 1:50 p.m.
Threats Report/Investigations 400blk San 
Vicente Blvd 2:11 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 4th St / Pico 
Blvd 2:16 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 4th St / Pico 

Blvd 2:17 p.m.
Battery Just Occurred 20th St / Pico Blvd 
2:33 p.m.
Silent Robbery Alarm 2300blk 2nd St 2:38 
p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries Cloverfield Blvd / 
Virginia Ave 2:52 p.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1200blk 22nd St 
3:22 p.m.
Vehicle With Excessive Parking Violations 
2600blk 33rd St 3:30 p.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 400blk Santa 
Monica Blvd 3:33 p.m.
Theft Suspect In Custody 700blk Broadway 
3:46 p.m.
Grand Theft Auto Report 200blk San Vicente 
Blvd 3:47 p.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 1300blk Centinela Ave 
3:48 p.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric Hold 1600blk Ocean Ave 
3:59 p.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1200blk 20th St 
4:06 p.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 1800blk Lincoln Blvd 
4:07 p.m.
Person Down Cloverfield Blvd / Broadway 4:14 
p.m.
Threats Report/Investigations 1300blk 3rd 
Street Prom 4:24 p.m.
Burglary Report 2000blk Olympic Blvd 4:47 
p.m.
Encampment 800blk Hill St 4:56 p.m.
Threats Report/Investigations 2100blk Santa 
Monica Blvd 5:08 p.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 1200blk 14th St 5:15 
p.m.
Battery Just Occurred 3200blk Wilshire Blvd 
5:36 p.m.
Petty Theft Report 00blk Village Pkwy 6:23 
p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries Lincoln Blvd / 
Marine St 8:04 p.m.
Critical Missing Person 1200blk 2nd St 8:32 
p.m.
Battery Just Occurred 1700blk Ocean Ave 
8:46 p.m.
Theft Suspect In Custody 700blk Broadway 
8:54 p.m.
Petty Theft Now 700blk Broadway 8:54 p.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 1900blk Broadway 
10:01 p.m.
Bike Theft Report 200blk Broadway 11:00 
p.m.
Assault W/Deadly Weapon Report 2900blk 
Lincoln Blvd 11:04 p.m.
Threats Report/Investigations 1400blk Euclid 
St 11:41 p.m.

DAILY POLICE LOG

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa 
Monica Police Department. These are arrests only. All parties 

are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON JAN. 28 AT APPROXIMATELY 4:30 P.M.
Officers responded to 1315 3rd Street (Sloane’s Ice Cream) to 
investigate a fraud. Investigation revealed an employee acquired 
a customer’s credit card and attempted to purchase approxi-
mately $1,500 worth of merchandise with it. Upon contact with 
the employee, he ran away but was quickly detained by officers. 
Nathaniel Walker, 27, was arrested for ID theft and resisting 
arrest. Bail was set at $50,000.

CRIME WATCH   BY DAILY PRESS STAFF

File photo
NATHANIEL WALKER
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1331 colorado avenue, Santa Monica CA 90404 (310) 451-3149Morris Automotive Inc.
1331 colorado avenue,

Santa Monica CA 90404.
(310) 451-3149

S a n t a  M o n i c a ' s  F i n e s t
Car & Truck Repair Center

Approved 
Auto Repair

BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404     

bourgetbros.com  ●   (310) 450-6556 

Bourget Bros. offers expert repair 
on all of your tools: 

Rotary Hammers 

Strip Nailers 

Power Grinders 

Cordless Drills 

Orbital Jig Saws 

Pneumatic Scalers 

Demolition Hammers 

All repair work meets factory             
regulations and comes with a 90-day 
warranty.  Stop in or call us to schedule 
service. 

Tool Repair & Servicing 

Legislative analyst 
criticizes California’s 

homeless plan
ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press

California Gov. Gavin Newsom’s budget 
proposal likely won’t have a meaningful 
impact on the nation’s largest homeless 
population, according to a new analysis from 
the state’s nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s 
Office.

Newsom’s proposal “falls short of 
articulating a clear strategy for curbing 
homelessness in California” by shifting 
decision-making authority away from local 
governments that have historically handled 
the bulk of homeless services in the state, the 
LAO wrote in a report released Tuesday. 

State officials have taken a more active 
role in funding homeless service programs, 
sending $1.2 billion to local governments over 
the past two years to bolster their efforts. 

This year, Newsom wants to spend another 
$750 million. But instead of giving it to 
local governments, the money would flow to 
regional administrators who would decide 
how to spend it. Those administrators would 
be chosen by the state Department of Social 
Services.

“Local governments are most 
knowledgeable about the specific 
homelessness-related challenges facing their 
communities and are well positioned to 
implement the combination of strategies that 
will work best for them,” the LAO wrote in a 
report prepared by analyst Lourdes Morales 
and others.

While homelessness in most states 
declined between 2018 and 2019, California’s 
homeless population increased 16% to 
about 151,000 people as of January 2019. 
That increase is responsible for the jump in 
homeless populations nationwide, prompting 
a feud between the Newsom and Trump 
administrations about who is responsible.

“As the Governor said when he unveiled 
this proposal, if you keep doing what you’ve 
done, you’ll get the same result,” Newsom 
press secretary Jesse Melgar said. “We strongly 
disagree with the assertion that emergency 
funding to fight homelessness should be 
spread thinly, with less accountability and in 

keeping with business as usual.”
Under Newsom’s proposal, state taxpayers 

would put $750 million into a fund to pay 
for homeless services. Others, including local 
governments, charities and companies, could 
also contribute to the fund. 

The plan is based on a similar fund in Los 
Angeles County, which began with an initial 
contribution of $14 million from taxpayers 
and $4 million from donations. Newsom has 
suggested the money could help people on 
the verge of homelessness pay their rent. And 
it could also pay for improvements to private 
homes that serve adults and seniors — homes 
the governor’s office says have been closing 
recently because they can’t afford to stay open.

“The Governor’s proposal aims to use 
the new fund as a catalyst for wraparound 
services to get people off the street and calls 
on locals to do the same,” Melgar said. “It’s in 
keeping with the Governor’s aggressive and 
far-reaching approach to homelessness and 
housing since taking office — deploying more 
state resources to cities and counties than 
ever before and enacting new laws to speed 
housing construction.”

But the money Newsom is putting in the 
fund is “one-time money,” meaning it won’t be 
available again next year after it’s been spent. 
That’s why the LAO says it is not a good idea 
to use it to pay for recurring expenses, like 
rent subsidies.

“As a result, whether the Governor’s 
proposal would have an enduring effect 
on preventing homelessness among at-risk 
individuals is much less clear,” the LAO wrote.

California lawmakers are scheduled to 
hold their first in-depth hearing on Newsom’s 
homelessness proposal on Thursday in San 
Francisco. The mayors of San Francisco, 
Oakland and San Jose are scheduled to testify.

Assembly Budget chairman Phil Ting, 
a Democrat from San Francisco, said the 
hearing will “allow us to develop a strategy 
and determine how additional monies should 
be spent in the future.”

“Unfortunately, there isn’t one solution 
that can solve homelessness,” Ting said. 
“It’s a complex issue, requiring multiple 
approaches.” 
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expression.
“When everything is going great, then 

everybody is happy but it’s those moments 
of struggle when you see the character of the 
team,” Chapman said. “We didn’t want to run 
from those moments this season. Instead, we 
were able to own them and say, ‘This is the 
grind. This is what we need to do to get better 
and improve,’ and I think we’re seeing the 
results of that now.”

Samohi quickly tallied four losses early in 
the season but a mid-December win against 
Palos Verdes was lauded by the team as the 
game that turned the season around.

“It was a rough start, said Samalah Seldon, 
a senior on the team, “but after practicing and 
practicing we glued closer together and the 
chemistry clicked.”

Seldon’s fellow teammates agreed as they 
discussed how the team has grown closer 
throughout the year and the impact the added 
chemistry has had on their overall record.

“I remember there was a scrimmage in the 
beginning of the season and we just played so 

bad that game. It was really disappointing and 
I remember coach gave us an ‘I’m not mad. 
I’m disappointed’ speech,” said sophomore 
Jasmin Aldana. “I think that really affected all 
of us because we were really disappointed in 
ourselves but, at the same time, I think that’s 
when you saw a little bit more spark come into 
our game.”

“We really pulled it together as teammates 
and with our hard work,” defender Bria Stocker 
added. “And I think that teamwork really helped 
us connect more on the field in terms of when 
to pass when to keep pushing and things like 
that.”

Having won four league championships in 
a row from 2014-2017, Samohi hopes to add 
another banner to its tally this year but it must 
first beat Thousand Oaks in Thursday’s contest, 
which begins at 3:30 p.m. at Samohi.

“We’re paying attention to details — to the 
small things. And that makes a big difference in 
the long-run,” Chapman said.

“This is our year,” junior London Wilkes 
added. “There’s no doubt in our minds.”

brennon@smdp.com

$248.9 million loss a year earlier. Excluding 
one-time items, the company lost 41 cents 
per share. That beat Wall Street estimates of 
a 53-cent per-share loss, according to FactSet.

Revenue for the quarter was just over $1 
billion, up 52% from $669.5 billion a year ago. 
That also beat estimates of $984.1 million. 

Active riders, those who took at least one 
ride during a fourth quarter, grew 23% for the 
period, to 22.9 million, Lyft said. Revenue per 
rider rose by the same percentage, to $44.40, 
Lyft said.

Shares of Lyft fell 4.3% to $51.64 in after-
hours trading. 

Uber, Lyft’s main ride-hailing rival, also 

continues to lose money, but Uber is now 
predicting a profit in the fourth quarter of this 
year, CEO Dara Khosrowshahi said earlier 
this month on a conference call. 

That’s sooner than the projection during 
the previous earnings call when he said the 
company would turn a full-year profit in 
2021 as the company grows ride-hailing 
revenue, expands its food delivery business 
and develops autonomous vehicle technology.

Uber lost $1.1 billion in the fourth quarter 
of 2019, about 24% worse than the same time 
last year. But revenue for its rides business 
nearly tripled in the final three months of 
last year as the company picked up more 
passengers around the world. 

Khosrowshahi said the era of growth at all 
costs is over for Uber.

LYFT
FROM PAGE 1

SOCCER
FROM PAGE 1

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

LONDON
Virus fears play out ahead of shrinking global tech event

The impact on travel and commerce from the viral outbreak in China is playing out ahead of 
one of the world’s biggest technology fairs.

Facebook, U.S. tech giants Cisco Systems and Intel, the U.S. wireless companies AT&T and 
Sprint and the Chinese smartphone maker Vivo said Tuesday that they have pulled out of the 
Mobile World Congress, which is to take place Feb. 24-27 in Barcelona, Spain. They join a host 
of other major communications and tech companies that have withdrawn. 

This year’s event was expected to host the largest contingent on record from China. 
“Out of an abundance of caution, Facebook employees won’t be attending this year’s Mobile 

World Congress due to the evolving public health risks related to coronavirus,” Facebook said 
in a statement.

AT&T cited the safety of its employees and customers in pulling out.
Already, Ericsson, Amazon, Sony and LG have scrapped plans to attend what has become 

the world’s biggest mobile industry trade show. It was expected to attract more than 100,000 
visitors, including 5,000 to 6,000 from China, the source of the viral outbreak that has infected 
tens of thousands of people and killed more than 1,000.

Event organizers for the Mobile World Congress have prohibited anyone traveling from the 
Hubei province, home to the virus epicenter of Wuhan. Attendees who have traveled in China 
must prove that they have not been there in the two weeks prior to the event. 

Officials will be doing temperature screenings at the event, as well as increasing its efforts to 
disinfect high traffic areas and surfaces, like touch screens and handrails. 

The cancellations will have an economic impact on Barcelona, the host city, though the 
extent is not known. The show was expected to generate 492 million euros ($538 million) this 
year, according to organizer GSMA, an industry trade group, and create more than 14,000 part-
time jobs. 

“While further planning is underway, we will continue to monitor the situation and will adapt 
our plans according to developments and advice we receive,” the GMSA said in a prepared state-
ment.” We are contending with a constantly evolving situation, that will require fast adaptability.”
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Call 310-458-7737 to advertise in Flavor

flavor
m a g a z i n e

Spotlighting the finest

restaurateurs, recipes

from culinary

innovators and the

latest dining trends,

as well as parties

and events

throughout the

season.

Spring Edition
arrives

early March



Visit us online at www.smdp.com

Comics & Stuff
8 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2020

Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 72.7°

WEDNESDAY – FAIR – SURF: 2-3ft+ waist to stomach high
New SW swell shows. Small NW swell.

THURSDAY – FAIR – SURF: 2-3ft+ waist to stomach high occ. 4 ft
SW swell trends up. Lingering NW swell. Conditions looking dicey with onshore flow.

SURF REPORT

 DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State 
laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the 
California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 63. Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph becoming southwest in 
the afternoon. Winds could gust as high as 15 mph.

Wednesday Night: Patchy fog after 10pm. Otherwise, mostly cloudy, with a low around 50. 
Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph becoming light and variable in the evening.

Thursday: Patchy fog before 10am. Otherwise, mostly sunny, with a high near 64. North 
northeast wind 5 to 10 mph becoming west southwest in the morning. Winds could gust as high 
as 15 mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 50.
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 63.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 50.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 66.

2020/02/12	 Wed		  05:09 AM		  0.98		  L
2020/02/12	 Wed		  11:08 AM		  5.22		  H
2020/02/12	 Wed		  5:41 PM			   -0.28		  L
2020/02/13	 Thu		  12:11 AM			  4.84		  H
2020/02/13	 Thu		  06:13 AM		  1.01		  L
2020/02/13	 Thu		  12:06 PM		  4.34		  H
2020/02/13	 Thu		  6:20 PM			  0.44		  L
2020/02/14	 Fri		  01:00 AM		  4.90		  H
2020/02/14	 Fri		  07:31 AM		  1.02		  L
2020/02/14	 Fri		  1:20 PM			   3.47		  H
2020/02/14	 Fri		  7:02 PM			   1.18		  L
2020/02/15	 Sat		  01:58 AM		  4.92		  H
2020/02/15	 Sat		  09:13 AM		  0.85		  L
2020/02/15	 Sat		  3:12 PM			   2.89		  H

Date		  Day of the Week	 Time (LST/LDT)		  Predicted (ft)	 High/Low

Draw Date:02/08 
35  49  50  59  66
Power#: 67
Jackpot: 70 M 

Draw Date: 02/07 
9  14  27  36  52  
Mega#: 4
Jackpot: 202 M

Draw Date: 02/08 
6  24  26  28  32 
Mega#: 24
Jackpot: 7 M

Draw Date: 02/10
2  6  11  28  34

Draw Date: 02/10
Evening: 0  9  4

Draw Date: 02/10
Midday: 6  9  7 

Draw Date: 02/09
1st: 04 - BIG BEN
2nd: 01 - GOLD RUSH
3rd: 12 - LUCKY CHARMS
RACE TIME: 1:45.83
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). There are questions worth 
answering every day, and every day they will be answered in a 
new way, mostly with slight differences. Though you’re coming 
into a cycle in which differences will be more pronounced.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re going to have to wake 
yourself in the name of motivation. The truth provides just the 
nudge. It’s time to lead yourself away from the things you’re 
doing that run counter to your own best interests. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). There are different theories 
about forgiveness. Some shun the idea completely. Some insist 
it’s the answer. Either way, most would agree it’s a lighter way to 
go than carrying a grudge. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). To find out what your love 

language is, look at the last time you were hurt in love and by 
what. Then look at how you expressed love to another person. 
These indicators point to the style you’d be most receptive to.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Children go to school and, 
hopefully, learn how to learn. (SET ITAL)What(END ITAL) 
to learn — that’s a different story, and subject to much debate. 
You’re still convinced you don’t know the right things, but you’re 
equally convinced you know how to figure them out.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you believe you don’t know 
what you’re doing and then get evidence that supports that 
belief, frustration sets in. This is the point when many would 
give up. Not you. All of this can be figured out, if only you 
don’t quit.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There are those you admire 
and doing so seems to feed you on some level, give you ideas, 
make you feel energized. Then there are others you give a kind 
of tense admiration that verges on upset. Don’t focus there. It 
helps nothing.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It’s not that you want to move 
faster, it’s just that you need to get more done and that seems like 
the obvious way. Then again, you could add more people to the 
mix. That would be the fun way! 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll be caught between 
wanting to give and realizing the cost, which even the smallest 
interaction will have. Most of the expense will be so worthwhile. 
Still, you can’t spend quality time with everyone. 		

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Some topics go very obviously 
with you. Anyone getting to know you will be moved to ask 
about them. Your discussion on these topics will be important 
to your business and to the way you think about yourself. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Perhaps there is a part of you 
who is afraid of another more aggressive part of you, and there’s 
been some you-on-you bullying. The good news is there’s also a 
mediator in there somewhere to work things out.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Sometimes people get to the 
top and forget the thousands of small steps it took to get there, 
encouraging with unhelpful platitudes. You’ll provide more 
useful help by imparting smaller and more specific instruction.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (FEBRUARY 12)

In one Robert Frost poem, he asks a star to say something to us we can learn. The star replies, “I burn.” If there is a lesson on this your solar return, it is that you also burn with the heat of purpose, desire and love, 
with the energy of devotion to work and family, and with small but growing flames of a new ambition. Libra and Aquarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 9, 10, 2, 7 and 50.
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ENGINEERING
Tencent America LLC has 
following job opps. in Santa 
Monica, CA: Sr. Server 
Engineer [Req. #SRV61]. 
Dsgn, dvlp & deploy large-
scale backend systms 
for massively multiplay-
er online games. Sr. Game 
Engineer [Req. #GAM53]. 
Dvlp online video games. 
Sr. Graphics Engineer [Req. 
#PHC40]. Prfrm research 
about graphics, dvlp new 
features for games, & 
improve game produc’g 
pipeline. Sr. Game Engineer 
[Req. #SEG77]. Dvlp online 
video games. Mail resumes 
refernc’g Req. # to: Attn: 
Ivy Ho, 2747 Park Blvd, Palo 
Alto, CA 94306.

S/W ENGRS
Cornerstone OnDemand, 
Inc. has multiple job opptys 
in Santa Monica, CA for S/W 
Engrs. Mail resume to Attn: 
HR, 1601 Cloverfield Blvd, 
Ste 600S, Santa Monica, CA 
90404; Ref #SMPSE. Must 
be legally auth to work in 
the US w/o spnsrshp. EOE

Software Engineers (Levels 
2 to 6) - multiple openings 
- sought by Snap Inc. in 
Santa Monica, CA. Dsg, dvlp 
& modify s/ware apps & sys-
tems. SWE2: M.S. or for. eq. 
Job Code #SWE2-SM-0120; 
SWE3: M.S. or for. eq. + 2 
yrs exp. Job Code #SWE3-
SM-0120; SWE4: B.S. or for. 
eq. + 5 yrs exp. OR M.S. 
or for. eq. + 3 yrs exp. OR 
Ph.D. or for. eq. Job Code 
#SWE4-SM-0120; SWE5: 
B.S. or for. eq. + 7 yrs exp. 
OR M.S. or for. eq. + 5 yrs 
exp. OR Ph.D. or for. eq. + 2 
yrs exp. Job Code #SWE5-
SM-0120; SWE6: B.S. or for. 
eq. + 9 yrs exp. OR M.S. 
or for. eq. + 7 yrs exp. OR 
Ph.D. or for. eq. + 4 yrs exp. 
Job Code #SWE6-SM-0120. 
Resumes: HalehHR, Snap 
Inc., 3000 31st St., Ste C, 
Santa Monica, CA 90405; 
Reference applicable Job 
Code when applying. EOE.

Employment/Help Wanted Employment/Help Wanted

Classifieds 

$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737 Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. 
Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must 
meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE!   Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	vvTravel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos 

Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate
Real Estate Loans

Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED HERE

Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers 
subject to change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/
certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific 
offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider 
kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now to get this

FREE  
Information Kit

1-855-323-7468
dental50plus.com/santamonica

AW19-1032



SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 41 CALLS ON FEB. 10

EMS 1600blk Santa Monica Blvd 12:51 a.m.
EMS 2100blk Ocean Ave 1:49 a.m.
EMS 800blk 6th St 2:09 a.m.
EMS 100blk Ocean Park Blvd 2:51 a.m.
EMS 100blk Bay St 2:57 a.m.
EMS 2600blk 31st St 3:12 a.m.
EMS 3300blk Virginia Ave 5:19 a.m.
EMS 1300blk 17th St 7:09 a.m.
EMS 2000blk Ocean Ave 7:33 a.m.
EMS 2400blk Oak St 8:14 a.m.
Odor Of Natural Gas 14th St / Olympic Blvd 
8:19 a.m.
EMS 1500blk 5th St 8:20 a.m.
EMS 1700blk Cloverfield Blvd 9:27 a.m.
EMS 2600blk Kansas Ave 11:01 a.m.
EMS 1500blk 5th St 11:46 a.m.
EMS 300blk Alta Ave 12:19 p.m.
EMS 600blk Santa Monica Blvd 12:27 p.m.
Automatic Alarm 600blk Bay St 12:30 p.m.
EMS 6th St / Santa Monica Blvd 1:01 p.m.
EMS 600blk Santa Monica Blvd 1:07 p.m.
EMS 26th St / Wilshire Blvd 1:17 p.m.
EMS 700blk 24th St 2:10 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Physical Rescue 4th St / 

Pico Blvd 2:16 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injury Cloverfield Blvd / 
Virginia Ave 2:56 p.m.
EMS 1700blk 18th St 2:57 p.m.
EMS 2600blk Lincoln Blvd 3:57 p.m.
EMS Cloverfield Blvd / Broadway 4:14 p.m.
EMS 900blk 3rd St 5:29 p.m.
EMS 3200blk Wilshire Blvd 5:37 p.m.
EMS 2500blk Pico Blvd 6:20 p.m.
EMS 1100blk 7th St 6:38 p.m.
EMS 00blk Pico Blvd 6:51 p.m.
EMS 1000blk 11th St 6:56 p.m.
Odor Of Natural Gas 300blk Civic Center Dr 
7:43 p.m.
Miscellaneous Outside Fire 1200blk Pacific 
Coast Hwy 8:18 p.m.
Automatic Alarm 2100blk Santa Monica Blvd 
8:35 p.m.
EMS 2000blk 4th St 10:09 p.m.
EMS 800blk 4th St 10:50 p.m.
Carbon Monoxide Alarm 1300blk Ocean Ave 
10:51 p.m.
EMS 1300blk 17th St 11:12 p.m.
EMS 700blk 9th St 11:21 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG
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before the Monday deadline but was not able 
to provide an exact tally.

The objection also urges the court to audit 
Shenkman’s stated billable hours and cap 
any attorney fees awarded at $1 per hour. 
Shenkman is requesting $560,000 from the 
district for 993.1 hours of work. 

“If he really wants to help kids, the last 
thing he should be doing is extracting half a 
million from the school district,” Koury said. 
“I don’t believe he’s in the interest of students. 
If he was, he’d waive his fee.”

Shenkman, who also has children in 
district schools, said the fee reflects the time 
and energy that he put into the case and that 
he will donate a majority of the $560,000 to a 
scholarship that will fund college tuition for 
SMMUSD students who have demonstrated a 
commitment to social and racial justice. 

The fund will be named in honor of 
Antonio Gonzalez and Darren Parker, two 
district alumni who died within the last two 
years. Gonzalez was president of the William 
C. Velasquez Institute, a Latino public policy 
center, and Parker served as president of 
the California Democratic Party’s African 
American Caucus.

“The people who are saying my fees are 
too much don’t understand what work was 
required in this case,” Shenkman said. “And 
they’re criticizing me for donating a huge 
amount of money to a scholarship fund.”

He previously proposed donating 
a majority of his fee to Advancement Via 
Individual Determination, a nonprofit 
that improves college readiness for 
underrepresented students, but the district 
Board of Education rejected the donation 

because AVID employed Shenkman’s mother.
Shenkman is also suing the city of Santa 

Monica for allegedly discriminating against 
Latino voters and asking that the city cover 
his $13.4 million fee. Over the past decade, he 
amassed several million dollars by initiating 
similar cases against California cities such as 
Palmdale and Highland.

Lori Whitesell, whose children recently 
graduated from Santa Monica High School, 
said she signed onto the objection because 
she believes that Shenkman should not be 
awarded funds that could be used to support 
local schools.

“To see this money go disproportionately 
to a law firm that seems to make a business out 
of these kinds of lawsuits is very disturbing,” 
she said.

Whitesell also said she thinks the plaintiffs 
should have gone through the district’s 
complaint process rather than initiate an 
expensive lawsuit. The district created a 
process to remedy illegal educational fees 
after a 2010 American Civil Liberties Union 
lawsuit revealed that more than 50 school 
districts in the state required students to 
pay for textbooks, art supplies and physical 
education uniforms.

Koury said although the plaintiffs’ claim 
that some teachers unlawfully require 
students to purchase materials might be true, 
he believes they should have worked with the 
district to resolve the problem.

“Are some teachers violating rules, and 
should we be more vigilant about that? 
Absolutely,” Koury said. “But is bringing out 
a lawyer who wants half a million dollars 
to enforce our rules the solution? That cost 
outweighs any benefit we’re going to get.”

madeleine@smdp.com	

SETTLEMENT
FROM PAGE 1

editor@smdp.com

SEND YOUR NEWS TO THE EDITOR

Win a Main Street 
Rewards Card for 
discounts at 40+ 
local businesses.
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THE BIKE SHOP 
CALIFORNIA 
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Los Angeles, CA 90034
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bikeshopcalifornia.com
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bikeshopsantamonica.com
Across from Urth Cafe
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