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SLI – TAANTV PART 3: COLLEGE PREP FOR 7TH GRADERS AND UP 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Hey guys, it’s Major Nippy Betz from the Scholarship Leadership Institute. Some people call 

me the Scholarship Doctor. I am here again. This is Part 3 of a 4-part series here at TAANTV 

where we’re going to help change the lives of the kids in your house. Parents, we’re going to 

change your life, too, because if you don’t have to pay for them to go to college, oh my 

goodness, what would you do with the money? That’s what I’m talking about. That’s the whole 

point of this thing: to make you understand that you can do things now so that you don’t have 

to pay for them to go to college.  

In Part 1, we talked about the 5 steps of goal-setting. In Part 2, we talked about how to 

graduate from college debt-free. Part 3 is about college prep for 7th graders and up. I want you 

to understand that you don’t have to wait till you’re an 11th-12 grader or in college to get 

money. Too many of you are waiting. You heard me say earlier we have 11-year-olds with 

$60,000. We have 7th-9th graders that we have $70,000-$90,000. This isn’t make-believe. I go to 

different churches as I’m speaking in this city of San Antonio and I’m talking to kids and 

parents and they’re saying, “Hey, my kid is up to $90,000 already and he’s 14 years old.” He 

used to sit in my free workshops we did on the second Saturday of every month. We would 

bring kids in and fire them up. As I was firing them up, the little brothers and sisters are sitting 

in the room. “You can get scholarships, too!” and I would point to them and tell them. You 

know what? They were crazy enough or smart enough to listen and do it.  

DO IT NOW 

One young lady is a principal at a school here in town. She was sitting there with her older 

son and the younger one was listening. He said, “Can I really do that, mama?” She said, “Yes.” 

They went to McDonald’s, they went to this place and that place. They were literally started 

trying to find money as an 11-year-old. He got up to $60,000 last we counted. My point is if you 

have a middle-schooler in your house right now, they should be looking for scholarships. All the 

experts and gurus say it’s too soon. I’m telling you it is not. Develop those habits, that 

consistency and discipline over time. Make them do one. If it’s summertime and you’re 

watching this, why can’t they do 1-3 scholarships a week? You can do that; they can do that. 
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They can start winning a ton of money. $5,000 here, $500 here. Even infants can get from 

Gerber and Johnson & Johnson. Infants can start winning scholarships as infants. Let your 

babies start working now. There’s plenty of money out there.  

PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOLS 

The problem is we got so many kids get into their senior year who are extremely qualified, 

they worked their butt off, running you ragged volunteering and doing all these stuff, but they 

have no scholarships. Some of you are even paying for them to go to a private school in high 

school and middle school. I have a friend of mine, I love her to death, she says she pays 

$38,000 a year for each kid and she has 3 kids that went through high school. I was in Baton 

Rouge, my father passed away recently. I’m sitting there and I’m talking to some people in the 

room. The tuition at the high school her kids go to is $36,000 per year. 1) That can pay for a 

bunch of college. 2) Why are you sending your kids to these schools? “I want them to get the 

best education so they can compete better for college.” Is it your hope that they should get 

scholarships? “Yeah.” Do me a favor. Look at all the seniors at the school that you’re paying 

$38,000 a year to go to. Are their seniors graduating and going to college debt-free? Are they 

graduating and getting money? 90% of them have to answer that question no. Very few of the 

kids you see walking across the stage have any money. I submit to you today that if you have a 

middle-schooler or a high-schooler and you’re trying to get them the best education they can 

so they can get scholarships, you might not be thinking about it right.  

I live by Warren High School here in San Antonio. I just moved. They are one of Time 

magazine top whatever-whatever school for a gazillion years. There were people who lived in 

my subdivision sending their kids and bussing them to a private school somewhere else when 

we have a blue ribbon, top Time magazine school right around the corner. I speak there all the 

time. They are getting all kinds of money for college. My kids got full-rides. They get great 

scholarship rates there. I don’t understand why they’re sending their kids somewhere else. 

Some of you need to hear this: you’re sending your kids to this school and that school and 

paying. I’m not knocking that. If that’s what you need to do, you do it. But I’m saying why are 

you doing it? Think about it and what’s the outcome you want. If you want little Johnny or 

little Susie to get that money, you might need to do some things a little differently. 
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BE INVOLVED 

One of the things I need you to do is as they’re doing their essay and scholarships, check 

their work because you need to. My son got $100,000 for this one scholarship. It said, “What 

book are you reading?” He wrote, “Harry Potter.” “You are not reading Harry Potter. What is 

wrong with you? Not for a scholarship, boy!” I turned around and I grabbed a book off my shelf. 

“Look at this book. What does this say?” He said, “The Audacity of Hope by Barack Obama.” I 

said, “You have now begun reading a new book. Do you understand me?” “Yes, sir.” He went 

back and rewrote his essay about The Audacity of Hope, about how the Republicans and the 

Democrats working together, blah-blah-blah. That boy got $100,000 for that scholarship. They 

only give out 18 of them a year. This is the boy who got 1000 as his highest score on his SAT. 

We’ve gone on to help about 15 other kids win that $100,000 scholarship.  

I say that to you because I want you as parents to be just a little bit more involved, check 

their work, make suggestions to them. When they tell you they want to major in tree-bark 

growing, say “No, you don’t need to major in tree-bark growing.” “Why not, mommy? The 

next-door neighbor is going to do it.” You got to convince your kids there are some other things 

to do. I’m not saying steal their dreams but plant some things in their head. Make them 

understand the consequences of their decision. Pick a major that you’re going to be able to get 

a job in, so you can go out and work and earn money. Don’t be that kind of person who says, “I 

don’t want to put that on my kid. I just want them to express themselves and be free. If they 

get a job that doesn’t pay so much, that’s on them.” I say those are the kind of kids that will 

be using leaves instead of toilet paper. I need you to be serious and focus in suggesting to them 

that they need to think about what they want to do after they graduate, what job they’re 

going to have. 

We used to have a family in Houston. We used to drive over every second Saturday and we 

would do these seminars and we have it packed. Right now, I don’t do those anymore per se. 

Like I told you earlier, I have the Scholarship Academy where we do a 12-week program.  

I have the Ultimate Scholarship Bootcamp where we do a 3-hour live session or we do a 

recording where you can watch it no matter what state you’re in and you can get the same 

information.  
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We have a subscription program for the 7th-9th graders where it’s a monthly subscription 

plan, like Netflix, where you get some information about scholarships and get some information 

about things they should be doing as they’re preparing to get to college.  Don’t wait till they’re 

seniors. We created that program specifically for 7th-11th graders as they’re going through the 

motions. They get to read all the books that I’ve written. They also get a lot of the recordings 

that I’m making. They get to grow and learn, they’re building their muscle memory, so they’re 

more competitive.  

AMAYA AND HER PERFECT SCORES 

Amaya is a cousin/niece of ours. They would drive over here and watch our seminar. She 

made a perfect 800 on her math SAT. She made a perfect 800 on her verbal SAT. She got 

accepted to Harvard. That’s all she wanted to do, “I want to go to Harvard, I want to go to 

Harvard, I want to go to Harvard.” She got accepted to Harvard, but they gave her no money. I 

didn’t understand that. Some of you need to hear this. When she did perfect, perfect and a 4-

point-something GPA, she still didn’t get what she wanted. Parents and kids, you’re smelling 

yourself because your kid is a big fish in a little pond, but they’re competing against a whole 

lot of kids out there who are just as good, if not better. I want you to be like my son. I want 

you to earn that money the old-fashioned way. I want you to go after it. My son didn’t have the 

grades. He didn’t have all the other stuff, but he had the intestinal fortitude to go after it 

because he knew and we knew that he had to do the work. Parents, you’ve got to do the work. 

Amaya still had to do the work. She ended up accepting a 6-year scholarship to UT. She got a 

bachelor’s and 2 master’s degrees. She’s not working in Houston. I love her to death and she 

inspires me. She comes and teaches and speaks for us as well. 

I want you to understand, if you got a middle school kid, do this for me today. After you 

finish watching this TAANTV show, get your computer and I want you to type “middle school 

scholarships” and look at what comes up. Type “junior high scholarships” and look at what 

comes up. Take your sheet out and copy some them and then you start applying for them. 

There’s a process you go through. I teach in my classes that I do. I teach that in our 

subscription program that we have where we walk kids every month through something so that 

by the time they get up to 11th-12th grade, they don’t have to be desperate about this stuff. We 

even help 11th-12th graders and college freshmen with that program, but it wasn’t designed for 

them. It’s designed to help people develop that muscle memory in a Netflix-type environment. 
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That’s something important for you to do. Check those out and see what happens. Shoot me an 

email and let me know what you found out. Then, apply for some of those scholarships. There 

are also databases out there that have sites where you can apply for and find scholarships. 

Take advantage of that stuff as well because there are monies out there available for your kids 

looking for scholarships.  

HANG AROUND THE RIGHT CROWD 

I was told recently you become like the people you hang around. That’s what I love about 

Jack and Jill, NSBE and these other youth groups. When these kids hang around each other, 

they all aspire to be great. I went to a National Society of Black Engineers convention. I spoke 

in Kansas City last year. When I went there, I was so moved to see the kids doing robotics and 

the drag racing, watching them learn because they all have a goal to go to college one day. 

They all have a goal to aspire to great heights, but that seed is planted when they were young. 

Parents, I want you to know that your 7th-9th graders, they need to be working now doing some 

of this stuff. Yes, they can still have fun. Yes, they can play with their little toys and do that 

other stuff. The issue I want you to understand is you’ve got to make time for scholarships. 

You’ve got to make time for college prep. You’ve got to start planting the seed. It’s just like 

teaching kids about financial planning or financial awareness. It’s sad a lot of our kids can’t 

write a check. Some can’t even mail a letter. Parents, if you have kids, you have a 

responsibility to teach them the importance of getting ready for college and trying to get that 

money. 

STUPID, SMART, OR WISE 

When they’re in school, I want them to learn from the mistakes of others. In life, you’re 

going to be one of three types of people: stupid, smart or wise. Stupid people are people who 

put their hand in the fire, burn and ouch. Put their hand back in the fire, burn and ouch. Put 

their hand in the fire, burn and ouch. They keep doing the same thing over and over and 

making the same mistakes and having those consequences come at them. They go to school and 

fail. They keep failing. They keep messing up. Some people say don’t say the word “stupid,” 

but that’s just not smart. That’s what stupid people are.  
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Smart people are the ones who put their hand in the fire, burn, ouch, and say, “I’m not 

going to do that anymore.” That’s when your kids don’t study for their test, they fail, “Darn, 

I’m not going to do that anymore.” They learn from their own mistakes.  

Then, there’s the wise people. Wise people learn from all the roommates of those stupid 

people. They know not to put their hand in the fire. They just say, “They didn’t study for their 

test, they fail, darn. I’m not going to be that person.” Your kids need to be smart, but they 

need to be wiser. Here’s what I mean. You don’t have to get pregnant to know that’s not a 

good thing to do. When you talk to your children about things like pregnancy and drugs, if you 

teach them, they won’t make those mistakes. Same thing happens with scholarships and 

financial planning. I wish we would take this seriously. If we would explain to kids that they 

can have all the things that they want, the phone, the car or whatever because their college is 

paid for and you inspire then, they will reach out and grab what you put in front of them, but 

you’ve got to do that.  

Think about that as you look about this whole process because some of their friends will 

teach them, “Don’t listen to your mom and dad; they’re crazy. I know a friend of mine who 

work at Verizon. They went to high school with them and he made more money than all of 

them.”  I want you to be there to tell them that may be true. This is a true story. I have a guy 

complain to me about the fact that he was working for somebody who was a B/C student. He 

went away to college, came back and was working at a Verizon store for that guy who was a 

B/C student. What I was trying to make to make him understand that “He may be here above 

you now, but over time, as your salary goes up, his salary may go up a little bit but yours is 

going to go up like that on average.” The chart used to say that a person with a bachelor’s 

degree will make a $1 million more than somebody with a high school diploma. It’s not as much 

anymore. On average, you will make more money than that person without a degree.  

There are the Bill Gates out there. There are people like that and I can’t explain that; 

they’re brilliant. You’re not Bill Gates. You’re not the Waltons, you’re not the people who own 

Walmart. What I’m saying is you’d probably be better getting your degree than not getting it. 

Even if you do what we talked about in Part 1 in this 4-part series. Remember we talked about 

earlier about being a plumber, construction worker when you get a 2-year degree. Even if 

you’re going to be a plumber or a carpenter or whatever, you’re going to get at some point be 

too old, too fat, too round or too bald to get on top of that house or under that house or 

working on that toilet. You want to get at least get some piece of education so maybe you can 
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run your own business and hire 10 people to do that thing you love. There’s nothing wrong with 

being passionate and working at something, but you got to have that next-level plan. That’s 

why I tell people like that to still take business classes, take some courses so that you can one 

day own a business doing that thing you’re passionate about. Too many people aren’t doing 

that. I want them to understand that as well. 

LITTLE ME /  FUTURE ME 

Listen to the right person: there’s Little Me and Future Me. I want your kids to listen to 

Future Me, not Little Me. Little Me is going to tell them “You can’t do that. You can’t be an 

engineer because you’re this. You can’t be a computer science person because you’re not good 

in math.” Their minds are being made up in 6th-8th grade because of things other people say. In 

class, they mess up and some teacher says, “You’re stupid” or “You’re not smart enough” or 

“You’re not going to be good enough.” Parents, you’ve got to build them up and make them 

feel they can do anything they want to.  

My best friend Greg Bellamy, this guy is amazing. He’s one of the smartest people I know, 

but he was a C student in math. Nobody comes even close to him when it comes to math. This 

guy is amazing. I look at him and he’s a big muckity-muck and he’s had all kinds of success. 

Yet, I try to think about how many people are like him right now in middle school who aren’t 

trying to get scholarships, who aren’t trying to do the things that they need to do in order to 

become the Greg Bellamys or the whomevers of the world. Parents, please let them know that 

you expect them to get scholarships. Let them know that you want them to major in something 

that’s going to make a change in their lives. Let them know that you want them to start 

preparing for college. If you set that expectation up here, they will meet it. I tell you, they will 

meet it.  

GOD CAN’T MOVE A PARKED CAR 

I got to make you understand that even God can’t move a parked car. Just think about it 

for a second. If that kid is sitting there in your house and he’s not doing anything to make 

himself more prepared for college to get scholarships, it ain’t going to happen. If he sits in a 

car there and it’s parked, he doesn’t move a parked car. He just sits there. Your kid won’t 

succeed if they don’t do something different. I have blogs on my website. I talk about 

apathetic versus my go-getter students. That means I have too many kids across the nation who 
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are apathetic. Normally, those are the ones whose parents are millionaires, parents who make 

$800,000-$900,000. They’re not doing the things they need to do to get it. I want you to be 

hungry. That’s why I won’t accept a lot of clients in my one-on-one program if the kids have a 

lot of money. I can’t. How can I make their kids to be motivated to do something if their 

parents are giving them Mercedes and BMWs? I can’t. Parents, you got to do your part to make 

sure they understand what you expect of them.  

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH SEASONS 

There are 3 seasons for scholarship search. There’s the fall where you keep hearing about 

all these big scholarships that are available. There’s a lot of money out there. Make sure that 

in August, September and October, they’re applying for that money. As a high school junior, 

there’s money you can’t get as a senior and you can’t get as a 10th grader. You can only get it 

in 11th grade in August, September, October, November, December so you got to apply for that 

money at that time. If you as an 8th grader know that in 11th grade you have to apply for that, 

parents, set the expectation now so when they get to 11th grade, you know that that money is 

there. When Discover put out their first big scholarship, it was $10,000. They gave 40 kids 

$10,000 and only 43 kids applied. Think about the numbers for a second; think about that. If 40 

kids can get $10,000 apiece and only 43 people applied, that means only 3 people didn’t get it. 

Your chances are great. That is the same thing that’s happening today. A lot of these 

scholarships out there don’t have as many people as you think are applying for them. We have 

kids win the only scholarship they have in the nation. Many times, one of the kids we work with 

win that one scholarship. “But the odds are against me.” The odds are against you if you don’t 

apply; you definitely won’t get it. If you have somebody checking your essay and checking your 

work, it’s just like everything else. You just keep swinging the bat. Sometimes, you’re going to 

have a strike; sometimes, you’re going to hit it. It is amazing in baseball how few hits they get. 

If you hit 32% of the time, you’re really a great baseball player. In scholarships, if you do 32%, 

you’re a great scholarship winner, too. 

Let’s look at some of the questions here. 
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MY KID ISN’T SURE HE WANTS TO MAJOR IN STEM. SHOULD I  FORCE HIM TO 
DO IT? 

In the second video of this TAANTV series that we’re doing, we talked about that. STEM is 

science, technology, engineering and math. It doesn’t matter what color your skin is. They’re 

throwing money at you, kids. If you’re majoring in one of those technical majors, they’re 

throwing money at you. If you say your kid isn’t sure what he wants to major in, my son didn’t 

know what he wanted to major in. We inspired him. He kept saying, “I don’t know, Dad.” OK, 

engineering. “No.” OK, computer science. So, we stopped at computer science. We stopped at 

computer science. Now, he works from home working at computer science. My daughter is an 

engineer. I’m telling you that because we had to inspire her. She wanted to be a teacher. My 

daughter got to a point where she is earning $160,000 working for her company. I’m telling you 

that you can inspire your kids to do so many great things.   

IT SEEMS LIKE THERE IS A TON OF SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MINORITIES. I ’M 
WHITE. IS  THERE MONEY FOR MY KID? 

I think this was in the first of the series that we’re doing where we talked about that. 

There’s money out there for everybody. I have a chart and it’s on Fastweb.com. I can’t 

remember the name of it, but I show that when I’m doing seminars, which I would love to come 

to your state, to come to your city, to come to your school, to come to your church, to come to 

your business. I will come to your house and have you bring people there in Florida, in 

California, in New York. I challenge you to bring me to come to your house. I will come there 

and share the same thing with you. Check it out. They’re showing a chart talking about who 

gets what money. It showed that white kids got way more money that minorities. They got 78% 

of the scholarships, but they only make up 68% of the population. When I have my white 

brothers and sisters say they can’t get money, they can get 78% of the scholarships and they 

only make up 68% of the population; whereas minorities are 10% less as far as the population. I 

can’t remember the number, but don’t worry about it. I will put that out and you’ll see it on 

my website. I teach it everywhere I go. People scratch their heads. It’s not me making it up; 

this is Fastweb.com. The bottom line is minorities get less percentage-wise than white kids. 

Don’t make any excuses. Let’s just make this thing happen. 
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MY 11T H GRADER LIVES WITH MY HUSBAND BUT I  MAKE MORE MONEY. DOES 
HOME MATTER? 

That’s a FAFSA question. I always try to get you to talk to your tax folk about it. I have a 

lot of people who are divorced and going through those situations. Technically, you’re still 

supposed to show both incomes, but I know families that don’t. What they do is they make the 

kid live with the one who makes less money. I’m not telling you to do that, but that’s just what 

people do. Talk to your accountant and talk to them about which one makes more sense. 

That’s just some of the things that happen out there. Does the home matter? I’m inclined to 

living with the one who makes less, but talk to your tax accountant about that. You’re not 

going to get me hemmed up and “Mr. Nippy said.” I’m too little to get in jail. I can’t defend 

myself.  

I  HEARD THERE ARE PLENTY OF PEOPLE GETTING MONEY IN 9T H GRADE. CAN 
THAT BE TRUE? 

Not just 9th grade. 6th grade, 11-year-olds. There’s plenty of money out there for that. 

MY KID HAS A NICE CHUNK OF CHANGE FROM HIS GRANDFATHER. CAN THAT 
HURT HIM? 

Yes, it can. Let me tell you why. When they do the free application for federal student aid 

(FAFSA), we talked about in the earlier videos. you don’t want your kid to have money. If 

grandma and grandpa have saved up $20,000, $30,000, $40,000 for little Johnny, you do not 

want them giving that money to the kid when they’re doing their FAFSA. On the FAFSA, they 

have to put how much money they have. I’d rather your kid get a subsidized loan or a zero-

percent loan. Prospect Bank here in town does zero-percent loans for kids. How much interest 

are you paying on a zero-percent loan? Yeah, right — zero. Prospect does that, but you got to 

know that. When grandma and grandpa have that money, don’t take it and put it in their bank 

account because now, it will count against them. When you do the FAFSA formula, parents pay 

a certain percentage and kids pay have a higher percentage based on what they have in 

savings, based on what they make in income. If the kid had a chunk of money, it penalizes him 

for having that money. Tell grandma and grandpa to just let the kid get a loan, and then use 

that money to pay off that zero-interest loan or that subsidized loan when the government pays 

the interest on it while you’re in college. That way, it’s like the kids didn’t pay any interest. 
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They borrowed the money and grandma and grandpa paid for it. I hope that makes sense. I 

know it sounds crazy, but these are things you need to know and be thinking about before you 

let them get that money. 

WHAT’S THE IMPACT OF EARLY DECISION AND WHAT’S THE ALTERNATIVE? CAN 
WE GET OUT OF EARLY DECISION? 

A lot of kids know they’re going to go to a certain school. They know for a fact “I’m going 

to go to University of Houston.” When you apply for early decision and you get accepted, all of 

the schools just fall off the mat; they don’t exist anymore. That hurts you because if they offer 

you that and you accept it, you can’t go “Oh, I got accepted over here.” No, that’s your plight. 

The only way you can get out of it right now is if they don’t offer you anything, then you can 

get a letter and they can let you get you out of that commitment. Otherwise, the other schools 

can’t touch you. That’s early decision.  

Another one is early action. Get accepted early so you know how much money you need for 

college. Early action is a lot better than early decision. Early decision is a commitment. Early 

action is saying “I really want this school. If I can get accepted early, then I can try to get the 

money.” I hate the way they make it when kids get accepted and then you don’t even know if 

you have enough money and you fight trying to find that money. Mom and dad, think about that 

as well. 

I  HEARD YOU ONCE SAY THE FAFSA IS MESSED UP BY FAMILIES. HOW OFTEN? 

The FAFSA is messed because you all don’t know what you don’t know. If you have an 

adjusted gross income of $70,000-$80,000, but your FAFSA says your estimated family 

contribution with 2 kids in the house should be $80,000 a year and school only costs $40,000, 

then your estimated family contribution is twice as much. That’s a mistake; that’s an error. A 

lot of people don’t realize that, and they don’t know how to ask the question. If you’re not 

going to have somebody like me helping you in one of our Membership Program where you’re 

learning all these little things throughout the year, if I’m not the one doing it, if you’re not in 

my Bootcamp, if you’re not in my Scholarship Academy, then you need to have somebody 

pointing these things out.  
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CONCLUSION 

If you’re watching TAANTV, you just heard it right here for yourself. This is video #3 of a 4-

part series. I hope and pray that you took notes. I hope and pray you’ll talk to your middle-

schooler and let them you that you expect them to go to college, that you expect them to win 

money for scholarships. If you put the expectation up here, they will meet it.  

I’m sick and tired of being sick and tired when it comes to mamas and daddies letting these 

kids do everything they want. We spend more time planning our kids summer vacation than we 

do how we’re going to fund our kids’ college education. That’s not something we ought to keep 

doing. 

With that said, this is Major Betz from the Scholarship Leadership Institute. I’m the 

scholarship doctor. I hope that if you have questions, you’ll go to my website. Go to the 

Contact Us page. Put your question down and I’ll shoot you an answer. If you go to the Events 

page, you can come see me and meet me live. Invite me to come out to you.  

Last but not least, we do these free diagnostic reports. Take 3 minutes, go to my website, 

put your information there, and we’ll send you something to tell you what your kid’s symptoms 

are when it comes to the possibility of getting into debt for college. Major Betz checking out. 

Take care. God bless.   

 [End of Video] 


