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SLI – TAANTV PART 2: HOW TO GRADUATE COLLEGE DEBT-FREE 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Here we go. Hey guys, it’s Major Nippy Betz from the Scholarship Leadership Institute. 

Somebody called me the Scholarship Doctor. I liked it, I went and bought the URL and now, I’m 

the Scholarship Doctor, too. One of the things we’re doing here at TAANTV I’m helping kids 

change their lives. This is session #2 of a 4-part series that I’m doing for Laura Thompson so 

that we can change lives not just in San Antonio but all across America. The issues in our 

community are the issues for us all over America. When it comes to education, it’s so 

important.  

We did session #1 where we talked about the 5 steps of goal-setting. I like session #2 

because if you’ve ever seen my Ted talk (if you haven’t seen it, you need to Google it now 

“Ted talk Nippy Betz”), it is how to graduate college debt-free. People look at me and wonder, 

“What are you talking about?” Scholarship coaches and scholarship people, counselors and 

people at colleges are teaching you that you can’t graduate college debt-free. There are 

articles on the internet, on websites like Fastweb, these things are saying they’re elusive, that 

you can’t graduate college debt-free. To everybody saying that, I have a French word for them 

and it’s called baloney. That’s some bull of crackle-lackin’ because that’s not true. There’s 

plenty of money out there, but you’ve got to work your behind to get it. Did I say I guarantee 

there’s money for you? No, I said there’s plenty of money out there for those who will work it.  

When I did my Ted talk, I talked about the fact that over the last 12 years, I’ve been doing 

a lot of things working with kids. I helped them get over $40 million in scholarships. We have 

thousands who’ve gotten some scholarships, hundreds have gotten 6 figures, over 150 have 

gotten overpayments; that’s when you get paid to go to college. We have 11-year-olds already 

with $60,000, 7th, 8th and 9th graders with $70,000-$90,000. They come up to me all the time, 

“We learned a lot from what you did. We learned a lot from what you taught.” That’s why 

nobody can tell me that the money’s not out there.  

FOG OF WAR 
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For those of you who don’t know, for those of you who are wondering, “How can that be? 

Could it work for me?” I say a resounding yes. Of course, it can work for you, but you’ve got to 

understand the fog of war that you’re dealing with. I’m a retired air force officer. When we’re 

in the military and we’re doing our thing, the term fog of war is the unknown, the uncertainly. 

The little things that come up in your household when you’re trying to find scholarships. You 

don’t know where the first page or go to the internet or what to look at. That fog of war exists, 

not only when people are doing businesses, not only when people are at their job, it exists in 

your house when you’re looking for scholarships. I want to help remove that fog of war right 

now so you can do the things tomorrow to get the scholarships for your baby so that you don’t 

have to pay for it.  

Kids, I try to tell your parents all the time: their money is their money. That’s not your 

money. I know they are were crazy. When you were small, they told you they would send you 

to college and pay for it. They would say, “Look at my baby. She’s going to go to UT. Hook 

‘em, horns!” Then, all of a sudden, when you graduate from high school and you’re walking 

across the stage, they look up and “Hey mom and dad, hook ‘em horns. Yay!” Mom and dad are 

like this because they’re shocked. Now, they’re supposed to pay $20,000 a year because that’s 

what it takes. Kids, your parents were delusional back in the day when they told you that they 

can pay for it because they thought they could, but the cost of just everything has skyrocketed. 

The cost of college is going through the roof. What it took to pay for a kid to go to college 

when you were 5 is a lot different today. Your parents, God bless them, they were just trying. 

I’m asking you to give them a break and do some of the things that we’ll talk about here at 

TAANTV on this 4-part series so that you can get out of your mom and dad’s pocket and let 

them have some of that money for their new house, their vacation, their retirement.    

This fog of war that exists, we’re going to rip some of that away right now because there is 

no shortage of scholarships. There never has been and never will be. All there is is a lack of 

knowledge on how to acquire it. I hope after you watch this segment and the other 3 segments 

you’ll understand. Share with other people.  

DEBT IS THE ENEMY 

You can’t defeat this enemy called debt unless you understand what it is. This college debt 

is the enemy. New York Times says the average debt of people going to college and coming out 

is $37,000 — 70% of the people who graduate from college. What’s worse about that is 65% of 
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them would come home and live with you, mom and dad. We don’t want that. Kids, your 

parents want you gone; they want you out. As I talk to you, as I share with you today, I want 

you to think about what I said. Don’t buy the hype that there’s not enough money.  I just told 

you that’s the fog of war. We’re going to work through that and we’re going to understand that 

we can help you get money. Parents will sit there and look at me all the time, “I hope my baby 

gets a scholarship. I’m wishing and hoping.” Hope is not a success strategy. You’ve got to have 

a plan. I talked about that in Part 1. You’ve got to have a plan. 

Your kid is in danger. If there was a war going on, just imagine if we’re sending our kids to 

war and I just told you 70% of them end with that $37,000 student loan debt. That’s $1.3 

trillion total, it’s crazy. If you knew that your kid was going to go to battle and end up dying or 

getting injured, you would do everything you could to protect them. We need to be doing that 

today when it comes to our babies who are going away to college because they come back 

home with all this debt and it affects the rest of their life. It affects who they marry. It affects 

whether or not they have to have a roommate when they get out of college. It affects the fact 

that they have to take jobs they don’t want. We’re not doing what we need to do as parents, 

as a community, as church members, as whatever you want to call it, we aren’t doing what we 

need to be doing to help those babies, so they can avoid that avoidable debt they’re facing 

each and every day.   

I don’t want you to sit there and say, “He must be the black Harry Potter.” I am not the 

black Harry Potter. I don’t have some magic wand that I can wave and make it where your kids 

automatically get scholarships. I know a lot about the tricks, techniques, the strategies, the 

things that work. That’s what we’re doing here at TAANTV. We’re telling you those things you 

need to do as kids. We’re telling you what you need to do as parents to get off your rusty dusty 

and help those babies before they leave your house, go out there and get all these student 

loans, and then come back and say “Mom, I need to live with you.” That’s some hog stuff. No, 

you don’t want them living with you.  

GO FISHING 

I go fishing all the time with my Uncle Gilbert and my dad. They know what they’re doing; 

we’re hangin’. In my Ted talk, I showed some pictures. We caught 300 fish that day. We are 

good at what we do. We’ll be in the same body of water with other people around us and we’ll 

catch 300 and they’ll catch 10. What’s the difference? People don’t understand that all the 
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time. You could be in you school where you’re at and some kids get scholarships, and some 

don’t. Some kids get these advantages, and others don’t. What’s the difference? When we go 

fishing, my uncle understands we got to look at the weather. We got to have the right type of 

bait. We got to make sure our line is tight enough. We got to fish on the right channels. Same 

thing happens with scholarships. You got to fish where the fish are biting. If you go to a 

manmade lake that never had a fish, you can fish all day but you won’t catch a fish. The same 

thing goes with scholarships. Go fish where the fish are biting. I want you to go apply to schools 

that are looking for you.  

There are places that are looking for you, but I have some kids “I only want to go to 

Cornell. I only want to St. John, I only want to go to this school” when they can go to different 

schools in their own city, in their own state, at a historically black colleges and universities 

(HBCU), a Hispanic-serving institution (HSI). These schools are there because they’re trying to 

find folk. They’re even looking for white folk, yes, sir. They’re trying to find more white folk to 

come to their school. There’s an HBCU in West Virginia. I can’t think of the name off the top of 

my head. They’re 87% white, but they’re an HBCU. “I don’t want my kid to go to an HBCU.” 

University of Georgia – they’re looking for white kids. University of Oregon, Oregon State -- 

they’re looking for white kids and they’re giving them diversity scholarships because they’re 

white. What they’re trying to do is balance their educational departments in engineering and in 

computer science. Just like some schools are looking for minorities, some schools are looking 

for white males, white females. Again, no more excuses. You just got to know where to fish. 

Now that you know that University of Georgia might be looking for white males, you can now 

fish and apply at the University of Georgia. I want to do engineering, because they’re getting 

minorities, Asians, blacks and women, but they need white males. You can now go to Oregon 

and fish in the right location. When I tell people, there is no shortage of scholarships, I mean it 

because I know it and I know it because I’ve lived it for the last 14 years. You’ve got to treat 

scholarship search just like fishing.  

TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS 

If you do, there are 3 main types: there’s institutional money, there’s functional/major 

based on what you’re going to major in money, and then there are general scholarships. If this 

pen is a fishing rod, imagine yourself fishing and you’re trying to get some of that institutional 

money. In Texas, that could be red drum, that could be the speckled trout or the striped bass 
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or whatever. You’re trying to reel in those institutional scholarships in. Some of you, your bait 

is good enough. You made the right ACT/SAT scores. You got the GPA you need. You got the 

volunteering that you need. Now, all you have to do is throw your line in the water at that 

school. Again, if you’re fishing at Harvard, Yale and Stanford and you need to be fishing at UT, 

Prairie View and Texas Southern, you need to think about where can I get enough money to go 

to college and graduate debt-free? If you can get a full-ride at UT and get zero dollars to go to 

Harvard, you have to make a decision. You can’t have that decision to make unless you get 

accepted to both schools. Fish in both places but give yourself a fighting chance. I want you to 

learn how to do that because you don’t want an empty cooler. That’s what a lot of you get. 

I have one young lady, I won’t say her name, but she only applied to 2 schools: one was 

Baylor and another school; I won’t get into specifics. That was it. Both schools cost $40,000-

$50,000. That doesn’t leave the parent a whole lot of choice there. I’m telling you, parents, 

tell your kids to fish at different places so they have options. Too many of them get out of high 

school and they don’t have the 1 or 2 options. Then you’re stuck with getting student loans 

that you don’t really need to get because that student was an A/B student and should have 

gotten scholarships in other places if they fished in the right place. I need you to understand 

that that’s important.  

There are 3 types of scholarships. There are institutional. The other one is 

functional/major. You fish based on “I’m majoring in biology. I’m majoring in education. I’m 

majoring in art.” I’m saying catch some STEM stuff, catch all that kind of fish to put in that 

cooler, too. You got institutional fish in your cooler. You got some of your functional/major in 

that cooler. That means if I go to this institutional and then I add some of that 

functional/major stuff, it’s adding up.  

Then, there are general scholarships. That’s for being 6’5”, for being raised by your 

grandparent, for being a foster kid, for volunteering, for having brown hair, for having freckles, 

for being a twin, for being ADD, for being bipolar. There’s money for all these things, there’s 

category after category, nonprofits, youth groups. There’s so much money out there in the 

general scholarship area. You’re fishing for that. When you catch some of those, and you 

caught some institutional and you caught some of the functional/major scholarships, now, you 

got a cooler full of fish or what we would call scholarships to choose from. I want you to do 

that to make sure you’re using the bait you got to the best of your ability. Fish where they’re 

biting, where they’re looking for you and then you just make sure that you apply for enough.  
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PRIVATE SCHOOL OFFERS 

We talked in Part 1 about the fact you need to have a ratio. I told you earlier I had my first 

million dollar one. She won 43 out of 104 scholarships, so she had a 41% ratio. I want you to 

understand that that was important. That was critical that she had to apply for those. Let me 

just clarify something. Some people ask, “Did she get to keep $1.25 million?” No, but you know 

what? They kept a lot more than I thought. The school only cost her $200,000. Then the mom 

negotiated so she can get a MacBook Pro editor. A lot of people don’t know that with certain 

private schools, if you win $30,000 to go to Harvard and Harvard says, “Here’s $30,000 because 

you did good.” Then, you come over here and I help you find another $30,000 and Harvard 

costs $55,000-$60,0000, it’s paid for, right? Wrong. Parents, you need to know this. When you 

get accepted to Harvard, Yale, Stanford and some of these private schools, when they give this 

money “Here’s $30,000.” If you go out and win $30,000 and now you think you got $60,000,  

they will drop theirs dollar for dollar based on what you get. all of a sudden, you’re still at 

$30,000. I didn’t say it’s right; I’m just telling you that’s the reality that you’re dealing with. 

because you were smart enough to listen to what I say, yet you didn’t understand that certain 

schools that didn’t come to you.  

OVERPAYMENTS 

That’s why overpayment is so big with me. When my kids get accepted to UT or some of 

these local schools or some of these schools that aren’t private, they will get enough money to 

go to these schools and then we earn extra, and they get that back in the form of checks every 

semester. That’s why we call it overpayments.  

I hear all these scholarship gurus and experts say that there’s no such thing. Well, I got a 

website full of people with testimonials. I got recordings of people who walked across the 

stage, Notre Dame and Yale and local schools in Texas, Michigan, Ohio State, LSU because they 

were crazy enough to listen to what I’m telling you here at TAANTV that they can, you can get 

into college and have it paid for if you do the work that you’re supposed to do. I want you to 

look at where people are looking for you. I want you to get that overpayment. I want you to 

learn to negotiate.  
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LEARN TO NEGOTIATE 

That one young lady I told you Part 1 TAANTV 5 Steps of Goal-Setting about who could have 

gotten $100,000 because of that 2200 on her SAT. The deal was she didn’t want to go to that 

school. My thing was I don’t care if you want to go to that school or not. Get them to offer you 

that $100,000. Let them see that your ACT score was high enough to get the SAT equivalent 

score to get the $100,000. Once you do that, now go to school B you really want to go to who 

only offered you $5,000 and say, “Hey, I really want to come to your school, but this school 

just offered me $100,000 my mom and dad won’t let me throw that out. I need more money 

here so I can tell them I want to come to your school.” Schools will actually raise their offer 

based on that. I know I’m throwing out big numbers. Just use local schools. Look at the schools 

you want to go to. You can negotiate that, but you got to be smart enough and fish in different 

areas. You got to put your line in the water where the fish are biting. A lot of people say, 

“Where do we apply, Major Betz? Sometimes, the fish aren’t biting. What are we going to do? 

How do we make this work?” You just got to keep fishing. You go fish where they’re looking for 

you. That’s one of those things a lot of you guys are not doing.  

Q&A 

As I’m getting ready to start doing the Q&A, I want you to know there is no shortage of 

scholarships. There never has been, there never will be. All there is is a lack of knowledge on 

how to acquire them. I talk to you today about my Scholarship Bootcamp. I work out of the 

building downtown called Geekdom. It’s in the Rand Building where kids come every month, 

they sit in the room and we share information.  They have their laptops and we look at the 

scholarships. I tell them, “Type middle school scholarships” and they can’t believe the money 

that they’re finding. I have 9th-11th graders finding stuff they can apply to as well. You just 

don’t know what you don’t know because you haven’t had the right person tell you. You didn’t 

know that you can go to TAANTV and learn. Now, you got the information. What are you going 

to do with it? Now, you got to apply the 5 steps of goal-setting we talked about in Part 1. Use 

the things that I taught you here to get your kids positioned to get that scholarship money.  

Let’s look at some questions. These are from my website. You can go put questions on 

there: www.majorbetz.com and also TheScholarshipDoctor.com. Check this out. 
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MY WIFE AND I  MAKE TOO MUCH MONEY. CAN WE STILL GET SCHOLARSHIPS? 

The answer again is yes. My wife and I made about $250,000 a year, but my kids still got 

full-ride scholarships. My children even got what we call need-based scholarships. You say, 

“How can that be?” First, need-based kids aren’t applying. Kids who need the money aren’t 

applying. I don’t believe this myth that there’s all this gazillion dollars out there that nobody is 

getting, but I know there is money out there that people are not getting.  

When I’m teaching kids how to write thank-you notes when they win scholarships, they do 

that because when they win a scholarship, they still say “Thank you. I appreciate it. I’m still 

$10,000 short. If you have any extra, I would really love any extra monies you have.” I have 

kids getting scholarships for writing that — extra money. When kids win money and they go out 

of state, that money can only be used in that state. They’ve got to give that money to 

somebody. Also, there are other logic and reasons for why they don’t take that money and 

other kids can get it. I have had many kids win that money. 

Same thing when you don’t win. When you don’t win a scholarship, you write a thank-you 

note. “Thank you for considering me. I really appreciated the opportunity. I’m still $20,000 

short. If you have any money that becomes available, I would really appreciate it.” They’ll turn 

around and the same organizations will give some of those kids that same money. That is using 

thank-you notes. That’s important. That wasn’t here for me to teach, but that’s just a preview 

that I threw in.  

MY KIDS WANT TO GO TO SCHOOL OUT OF STATE. IS  THERE ANY WAY TO AVOID 
THOSE OUT-OF-STATE FEES?  

It’s funny when I’m in an audience and I’m talking to parents and kids, I say, “Kids, I want 

you say in state or out of state. On 3, where do you want to go to school: in state or out of 

state? 1, 2, 3.” All the kids say, “Out of state.” When I do the same thing with the parents, 

“Where do you want your kids to go to school so you don’t have to pay anything?” All the 

parents say, “In state.” They say in state because the tuition is cheaper, the cost is cheaper. I 

understand that, but what they don’t know is some states have what we call reciprocity 

agreements. These reciprocity agreements allow your kid in Texas to go to school in Louisiana 

or from Oklahoma to go to Texas and so forth, where they can go across the border to a border 

state school and pay in-state tuition. Putting that in perspective, LSU and Southern University 



Transcript   SLI – TAANTV Part 2  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Page 9 of 12 

  

in Baton Rouge is another $10,000-$11,000 for out-of-state tuition per year, but if you invoke 

the word “reciprocity agreement” when you’re talking to some of these schools, they will let 

you pay in-state tuition even though you’re coming from out of state. You don’t get it if you 

don’t know to ask for it. That’s what I’m trying to teach you. That’s why Laura thought it was 

so important to put this on TAANTV because a lot of the kids don’t know that, and their parents 

are getting more and more loans and going further and further into debt where there are some 

simple strategies that can change their lives, their financial future.  

MY KID IS PROBABLY NOT A 4-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGE KID. IS  THERE ANY 
MONEY I  CAN GET FOR HIM GOING TO JUNIOR COLLEGE? 

First, don’t assume. I want you to think about this. If you’re in 10th-12th grade, have about 

10 schools picked out. From those schools, remember what I just taught to you about fishing, I 

want you to get all the institutional money you can get at every one of those schools, including 

junior colleges. Again, for those who are watching across the country, I know this may not 

make sense. Here in San Antonio, we have the Alamo colleges. These are 5 junior colleges that 

all fall under one umbrella — the ACCCD. The last time I looked before I got locked out of the 

site, there were 57 pages of scholarships for kids in junior college. That’s money they can get.  

First, you can go to junior college and work your way through without getting in debt 

because you can work a job while you’re going to college. That’s beside the point. I want you 

to know there’s plenty of money for junior colleges. Junior colleges are changing. They used to 

be they were local places where mom and pop went and kids who weren’t smart enough to get 

into the 4-year institutions. That’s not the case anymore. People have a variety of reasons why 

they go to these junior colleges. Like I told you earlier in Part 1 of this 4-part series, math is 

math, science is science and English and English. You do all you can to get that degree.  

Cam Newton, remember him? Carolina Panthers football quarterback. He went to Auburn. 

Before he went to Auburn, he was at Florida. Between Auburn and Florida and when he won 

the Heisman trophy, he went to a junior college because he was playing behind Tim Tebow. He 

wasn’t getting playing time, so he left. He went to a junior college and had athletics, a 

dormitory and everything else. Kids, don’t underestimate the value of an education at a junior 

college because that can change your life. I want you to understand that as you sit and listen to 

me. Some of you may do better at that junior college. As you’re doing good, make straight As, 

make the great grades, do volunteering and then try to get 2 more years paid for at a 4-year 
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institution. That’s important for you to do. Never underestimate it and there is money for 

those kids out there.  

A lot of you will look and say, “I’m going to the local school and not go to a private 

college.” Private college is $50,000; local school is $20,000. Some of you don’t understand that 

to go to that private college and get accepted, they’re trying to balance their demographics 

and they may pay you $35,000-$40,000 to go to a school that cost $50,000. If you get $35,000-

$40,000 to go to a school that cost $50,000, now you only owe $10,000-$15,000. Or you can go 

in your city at a school that costs $20,000-$25,000. Even if you got $10,000 in scholarships, 

you’re still about the same. So, you could go to this private school for the exact same amount, 

and sometimes less than if you go to local school in your city. Don’t ever underestimate that 

either.   

THERE DON’T SEEM TO BE AS MANY SCHOLARSHIPS OUT THERE AS THERE 
USED TO BE. WHERE CAN I  F IND THE SCHOLARSHIPS? 

I’m just going to tell you they’re everywhere. That’s why I told you earlier there are 3 

types of scholarships, remember? The first type was institutional. The second type was 

functional/major, and the third type is general. You can get all those different types of 

scholarships in a multitude of areas.   

My son got a $100,000 scholarship. I’ll never forget it. It was at the US Department of 

Agriculture. I sat in audiences where people who worked for USDA didn’t know that their kids 

can get scholarships at USDA. We applied for it and we got it. That’s what I want you to 

understand: that money is out there, but you got to know where to go look for it.  

I  HEARD YOU SPEAK AT TOM JOYNER FAMILY REUNION. THE FATHER WITH 2 
KIDS MADE ME CRY. 

It was an all-state college panel. I was up there and talking. This parent came and he has 2 

kids in college. He’s paying right now to the tune of $5,000-$6,000 a month for his kids to be in 

school. That’s paying debt that he’s incurred. He’s literally in tears. I’m just dying because his 

kids aren’t applying for scholarships because he hasn’t put that expectation up there. What I 

know is this: if you put the expectation here, the kids would normally meet it. If they know 

that if they don’t apply for scholarships, you’re not going to pay, they will do the work. That’s 
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the thing with my kids. We set it up. You don’t do anything, you’re going to the local college or 

a junior college. Remember, I said there’s nothing bad with that. My children didn’t want to 

live with me. My wife kept saying, “You know you don’t want to leave with your daddy. He’s 

crazy.” She’s right; I am. My son would have been in there with curfews, cleaning up the stairs 

and everything else. They were inspired to leave my house. I know is as we set the expectation 

that if you do nothing, you’re going to school right here and you’re going to live at home.  

I want to plant this in your head: you don’t have to stay there and live at home when you 

can do the work to get these extra scholarships to get that money. One of the things I want you 

to do is to work as hard as you can, so that you will not be like the kids of that parent at Tom 

Joyner that I just told you about. You don’t want your parents $5,000 a month. That’s just not 

right. That’s their money. There’s no such thing as a retirement loan for your parents. They 

can’t go and borrow money to retire on. It’s either they have it or they don’t. They can get 

student loans now and then try to pay that back, but that’s your responsibility, kids. Help your 

parents. Do all you can. There is no shortage of scholarships. There never has been, there 

never will be. All there is is a lack of knowledge on how to acquire them.  

CONCLUSION 

This segment #2 here at TAANTV was about how to graduate from college debt-free. This is 

not make-believe. Those kids I told you about are not made-up people. You can go look at 

testimonials. I’m still not the black Harry Potter like I told you. I can’t wave this wand and 

make you get scholarships. You got to show the sweat equity. You got to do the work that’s 

necessary. You got to do what we talked about in Part 1 where we talked about the 5 steps of 

goal-setting. Then, you’ve got to apply what we talked about in Part 2 how to graduate college 

debt-free. You got to pull your fishing line out and go get that scholarship. Go get that money 

where it’s at.  

Parents, get your kids to do the things that are necessary so you can enjoy the benefits 

that people like me have. Yes, I wear a $12,000 watch. Yes, I drive a $65,000 car not to brag, 

but because I don’t have to pay for no snotty-nosed kids to go to college because I inspired 

them. I motivated them. I scared the you-know-what out of them to do the work. You know 

what? You can do the same thing. Whatever strategy you want to use, you use it, but it’s your 

money. If you sit there and try to make excuses for your kids about “I don’t want to put 

pressure on them.” If make those excuses, you deserve them and so much more. I know you’re 
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more inspired. If you’re watching TAANTV, that means you’re somebody you doesn’t only look 

at ABC and CBS. You’re inspired to find information in other places. I pray that you look at this 

and say to yourself, “I am so glad I took some time out to watch this.” Then watch the other 3 

segments and keep checking us out. I’m sure we’re going to do some stuff in the future.  

Anyway, go to my Events page on majorbetz.com to see where you can come meet me live 

or catch me on a webinar. Bring me to your city. I don’t care what state you’re in. Bring me to 

your city and I’ll come set your church, your business, your school on fire. This is Major Betz, 

the scholarship doctor, checking out from the Scholarship Leadership Institute. 

  

 [End of Video] 


