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GUIDELINES & CONDITIONS  
FOR ENTRY
ALL STUDENTS
 
 

Eligibility
The competition is open to current students and new graduates from 
anywhere in the world.

1 Candidates may be undergraduate or postgraduate engaged on courses 
at a college or university, or those who graduated no earlier than March 
2015

2 Work expressly carried out in response to RSA Student Design Awards 
2015/16 only may be submitted; existing project work is not acceptable 

3 Candidates who are contracted to work for a company after graduation 
may not be eligible for some internships 

Individual and team entries
Submissions are accepted from both individuals and teams. Some projects 
may be more suited to teamwork than others. There is no set number of 
people that can be part of a team, but generally team entries comprise two 
or three people.  

Entries from countries other than the UK
We welcome entries from candidates outside the UK but additional 
funding is not available to pay for travel and accommodation costs where 
they are short-listed for interview. We will pay up to the amount of £60.00 
(inclusive of VAT) for short-listed entrants to come to the RSA in London 
for interview. Where travel to London is not possible for short-listed 
students, we will arrange interviews by video conference. 

Submissions
All entries must be submitted through our online entry system (see www.
thersa.org.uk/sda). If you are unable to submit online, please contact us via 
e-mail to discuss other options at sdaenquiries@rsa.org.uk 

For all briefs, EXCEPT the ‘Moving Pictures’ brief, the submission 
requirements are: 

— 4 x A3 PDFs (portrait or landscape), describing your proposal, your 
insights and research, the benefits you believe it will create, and 
possibilities of implementation and scalability

— 1 x A4 PDF or Word document of no more than 250 words describing 
your ‘Big Idea’ 

— 10 x scanned pages of your sketchbook or computer modelling/sketches 
(if applicable) illustrating your development process

— For the 2015/16 ‘Creative Conditions’ brief ONLY: you must also submit 
a business case in addition to the above. The business case should not 
exceed two sides of A4 and may include diagrams and/or charts as 
appropriate. This can be submitted as a PDF or a Word document

For details on the submission requirements for the ‘Moving Pictures’ brief, 
please see the Additional Eligibility and Entry Guidelines. 

For all briefs, you may also submit films or animations or other moving 
image media to further support your proposal. 

Please note: your submission must not have your name, university/college 
or other identifying marks to ensure that work is judged fairly. If any entries 
do contain entrant, university/college or tutor names, we will contact you 
and ask you to re-submit your work without these.

Entry fees
There is an entry fee for submitting work into the RSA Student Design 
Awards. This fee is charged per entry, so it does not cost more to enter as 
a team. Entry fees should be paid online through our submissions form, via 
PayPal, credit or debit card. Please note that the competition is open for 
submissions and payment from 27 January 2016 through 10 March 2016. 
For entrants submitting their work before or on 10 February 2016, the entry 
fee is charged at the reduced ‘Early Bird Rate’ of £25 per entry. After 10 
February 2016 and until the final submission deadline of 10 March 2016, the 
entry fee is £35. Please note that late submissions will not be accepted 
and all entrants are encouraged to submit their work in good time before 
the deadline. 

For students who are unable to submit and pay online, please contact us: 
sdaenquiries@rsa.org.uk

Key dates

1 September 2015 Briefs launch and pre-registration opens

27 January 2016 Submission platform opens

10 February 2016 Deadline for ‘Early Bird’ submissions

10 March 2016 Final deadline for online registration and submission

21 March 2016 Judging begins

1 June 2016 Winners announced
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Competition process 
There are six stages to the RSA Student Design Awards scheme.
As you develop your project, make sure you respond to the six judging 
criteria, as detailed on each of the briefs. These are weighted differently for 
each brief: 

1	Briefs	released	–	1	September	2015	
There are 12 RSA Student Design Awards briefs this year for you to 
choose from. This year’s briefs tackle a range of important social, 
economic and environmental issues. You can view all the 2015/16 briefs 
in the ‘Competition’ section of the RSA Student Design Awards website 
(www.thersa.org.uk/sda)

2	Register	your	interest	—	September	onwards	
When you register your interest, we’ll add you to our mailing list and let 
you know when the submission deadline is coming up, when the judging 
and short-listing process starts, and when the winners are announced. 
We’ll also send you invitations to exclusive, free events we offer 
participants to help you with your projects and your longer term career 
development

3	Develop	your	project	–	September	onwards	
When you’ve decided which brief to enter, as a starting point we 
recommend you review the supporting materials in the online toolkit for 
your chosen brief. You can find the toolkit from the individual  
briefs pages

4	Submit	your	work	–	January	to	March	2016
Once you have finished your project, submit your completed work to the 
competition through our online entry system. Make sure you submit it 
before the final deadline: 5pm GMT on 10 March 2016. We will send you 
confirmation when we receive your application

5	Judging	—	March	to	May	2016	
Your work will be judged in a two-stage process by a panel of practising 
designers, Royal Designers for Industry, and industry experts. During 
the first stage, six to 10 projects will be short-listed for each brief. If your 
project is short-listed, we’ll invite you to an interview with the panel. Once 
the panel has interviewed all short-listed students, they deliberate and 
select winners

6	Winners	awarded	–	June	
The winners of each brief will be announced and publicised via the 
RSA. Winners will also be invited to attend an Awards Ceremony at the 
RSA House in central London in early summer, and their work will be 
displayed in the ‘Showcase’ section of the RSA Student Design Awards 
website. If an internship at a company is awarded as the prize, this will 
take place over the following months, but it is up to you to arrange a time 
that works for you and the company

Judging 
RSA Student Design Awards project judging panels consist of practising 
designers and representatives from industry, education, the RSA 
Fellowship and other sponsoring organisations. The judging of each project 
takes place over two meetings. At the first meeting, the judging panels 
view all the submissions and draw up a short-list which demonstrates 
potential creative ability within the constraints set out in the project brief. 
Short-listed candidates are invited for interview at which they will discuss 
their competition entry. Full portfolio work and plans for the use of an 
award may also be discussed.  
 
Judging panels are also able to make constructive criticisms of each 
candidate’s portfolio and offer advice. Judging panels are asked to make 
an award only when they are entirely satisfied with the design ability of the 
candidate. RSA Design reserves the right to withhold or divide any of the 
awards offered, particularly where the entries are not considered to have 
reached a suitable standard. In all cases the judges’ decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entered into by the RSA. 
 

Intellectual property 
The intellectual property rights (patents, registered designs, unregistered 
design right, copyright, etc) of all designs submitted in the competition 
remain with the candidate. If any sponsor wishes to make use of the work 
submitted in the competition, a licence or transfer must be negotiated with 
the candidate. Whilst the RSA claims no intellectual property rights, it does 
reserve the right to retain designs for exhibition and publicity purposes and 
to reproduce them in any report of its work, the online exhibition and other 
publicity material (including the RSA Student Design Awards website). 
In the case of work carried out during an Internship, different conditions 
will apply. Candidates should note that certain intellectual property rights 
(eg patents)may be irrevocably lost if action to register them is not taken 
before any disclosure in exhibitions, press material etc.
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Important note for tutors/candidates 
There is no longer a need to submit a Tutor Declaration Form as in past 
years. If you are a currently enrolled student, when you complete the 
online submission form you will need to enter your tutor’s name and email 
address. If your entry is short-listed, we will contact your tutor and ask them 
to comment on your project.

If you are a new graduate then this does not apply.

If you have any queries, please call:  
+44 (0)20 7451 6845  
or email: sdaenquiries@rsa.org.uk 
or visit: www.thersa.org/sda

Internships 
Some awards enable winning candidates to spend time working in a 
consultancy or in industry on design related projects. Internships offer paid 
work experience and can be a valuable introduction to a winner’s chosen 
field of design. Details of these awards are available on each brief and on 
the website. 

Cash awards 
Cash Awards allow the winning student to use their prize towards funding 
further study, travel to research design in other countries, equipment, business 
start-up costs or any other purpose agreed with the sponsor and the RSA. 
All awards must be claimed and used within six months of being given.   
 

Fellowship of the RSA 
All candidates who win an award via the RSA Student Design Awards 
programme will be offered complementary Fellowship of the RSA valid 
for one year, from the time it is activated. Fellows receive the Journal 
containing reports of RSA lectures, projects and other activities. In addition, 
they are entitled to attend any of the RSA’s lectures, can use the facilities 
of the RSA House and may also register on the Fellows only part of the 
RSA website www.theRSA.org where they can partake in discussion 
forums etc.
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