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Mark Lindley
Chapman church of Christ

Ripley, MS

MOTHERS, THE LORD, AND BASEBALL

It is my good fortune in life to be blessed with a faithful Christian mother. My mother has blessed 
my life in more ways than I can count. Without her infl uence and godly example, I might not be a 
Christian or have a Christian family of my own. I will be forever grateful for the impact my mother 
has had on my life. If you have been blessed with a Christian mother, I am certain you share these 
same sentiments. There is no doubt that heaven will be populated with people whose lives have been 
shaped by the infl uence of godly mothers, and we should never take our mothers for granted.

Mother’s Day is a great opportunity to pause and express gratitude for our mothers. Mother’s Day 
of the year 2015 is now history, but I am certain that many people who will read this article stopped 
to thank God for their mothers, and rightfully so.

There is another day that is very special: the Lord’s Day. John, an apostle of Christ, wrote, “I was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day” (Revelation 1:10). I am persuaded that the Lord’s Day is the “fi rst 
day of the week,” the day that Christ arose from the grave and the day on which early Christians met 
for worship (Luke 24:1; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2). As in the days of the fi rst century, Chris-
tians still assemble on Sunday to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

It was interesting to observe that on Mother’s Day (Sunday, May 9) there were not as many base-
ball tournaments held. This is interesting because, normally, Sunday is a very busy day of baseball 
tournaments. When I was a child, the thought of having a baseball tournament at 10 a.m. on Sunday 
would never have entered the minds of those who organize tournaments. However, that has obvi-
ously changed.

At the risk of sounding judgmental, I ask, what does it say about our priorities when we refuse to 
play baseball on Mother’s Day or some other holiday, but readily play each Lord’s Day? Did Jesus 
not warn, “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me”? (Matthew 10:37). 
Did He not admonish: “But seek ye fi rst the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you?” (Matthew 6:33).

I am not condemning all Sunday baseball; I am simply challenging us to think about our priori-
ties. I truly believe it is high time that we do so. Don’t you?



From the Ministers ...
I write this from the road on the way to Bekah’s 

graduation from Oklahoma Christian on Friday.  I 
hope all is well back home, and that everyone will 
have a great Mother’s Day.  I know you’re in for a 
treat on Sunday (today) as Alfred will speak about 
the importance of the mothers God has given us!

2021 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: Exodus
5/9: Genesis 45-46; Psalm 128
5/10: Genesis 47-48; Psalm 129
5/11: Genesis 49-50; Psalm 130
5/12: Exodus 1-3; Psalm 131
5/13: Exodus 4-6; Psalm 132
5/14: Exodus 7-9; Psalm 133
5/15: Exodus 10-12; Psalm 134
SUPP: The Story of Moses

  website: video.wvbs.org
  Other Resources
  sermonlines.com

    theabidingword.com
  

Today: 5/9

       Mark Your Calendar

5/26, Howard’s birthday in Christ (‘85)
5/28, Taylor & Tyler’s birthdays
5/29, Jim’s birthday
6/13, Glenda’s birthday; 

              Amber’s birthday in Christ (‘89)
6/19, Goodman anniversary (‘04)

Sundae Toppings
Today: Happy Mother’s Day;
             NO Ladies’ Time   
5/16, 12:30 p.m. Family Meeting 
5/23, 12:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal 
5/30, 5th Sunday
6/6, 8 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast; after-MLM    

Bible Class 17
        Morning Worship              26
        Wed. N.Bible Class             9
        Contribution:  $668.23      

Weekly Ave. Needed                $700.00

May 2, 2021

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal:our next 4th Sunday meal will be 
on 5/23 after service.   
Mothers’ Day Breakfast: our next Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast is on 6/6 at 8 a.m. 

Welcome to Worship 
The church of Christ that meets in Plattsburgh in-

vites you to attend any of our services. We love having 
visitors and are honored for you to attend. We seek to 
follow the New Testament in all that we do in our wor-
ship services.  Our primary aim in worship is to glorify 
and honor God by worshipping Him “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24) Trusting in the promise of the gospel 
message, we now live out obedience to God’s Word 
as our only authority and pattern for our lives and the 
church.  We want to encourage you to come and learn, 
worship, grow, and serve the Lord with us! “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity” (Psalm 133:1).

Doug’s Devotional

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: John
Opening Prayer: John
Song Leader: Garth
#3 “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”
#226 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
#111 “Grace Greater Than Our Sin”
Talk/Prayer-bread: Chris
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Howard
Prayer-collection: Carl
#412”Jesus, Hold My Hand”
Scripture Reading: Jim - John 19:26-27
Lesson: Alfred “Mothers, You are Appreciated”
#356 “I Believe in Jesus”
#535 “The Glory-Land Way”
Closing Prayer: Tyler

Next Sunday: 5/16                     

Wash & Wear
• the cleaning and mowing sign-up for this season 

is on the fridge.  Taking a turn is appreciated & 
needed.

• the church’s blue polo shirts in a variety of sizes 
are $15 each (to cover cost only).

Announcements: Doug
Opening Prayer: Carl
Song Leader: John
Talk/Prayer-bread: Garth
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Alfred
Prayer-collection: Howard
Scripture Reading: Chris - Mark 8:34-38
Lesson: Doug “Have You Counted the Cost?”
Closing Prayer: Jim

“In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 
saying, ‘This is the new covenant in my blood, 
which is poured out for you” Luke 22:20.  

Some have claimed that Jesus meant to es-
tablish His kingdom, but wicked men somehow 
thwarted the omnipotent, omniscient, and omni-
present God’s plans by putting Him to death on the 
cross … so He had to establish the church instead.  
First, how could sinful creation with all of his 
limitations outwit the Creator?  That just couldn’t 
be done.  Second, Jesus walked into His death with 
eyes wide open as is evidenced by all the times 
He talked about it.  Third, His death was a fulfi ll-
ment of many Scriptures, including Jeremiah 34, 
that spoke about a new covenant that would be 
established.  As the resurrected Jesus said to the 
disciples on the road, “Did not the Christ have to 
suff er these things and then enter his glory?”  Last, 
Christ’s shedding of blood for the new covenant 
“rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins” Colossians 1:13.  The kingdom of God is 
here; it is the church of Christ.  Has the new cov-
enant in His blood been poured out for you? 

  

 

We’ve Got Class!
Join us Next Sunday at 10 a.m. for:
Adults: Gospel of John
Youth classes as well  ... 
And Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Men Who Serve
Until it is safe, we’ll continue to conduct our wor-

ship services in a way that limits the passing of items 
and movement around the auditorium.  Though some 
are not with us physically, names are reinserted starting 
Winter Quarter to allow a smooth transition when men 
can rejoin us.


