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April 18, 2021

Kerry Duke
West End Church of Christ

Livingston, TN

ELEMENTS OF A DEPRAVED CULTURE

No God. People have many gods, but not God. They have the god of pleasure. They worship the god of 
money. Their “god is their belly” (Phil. 3:19). Though the creation plainly declares God (Psa. 19:1), they still 
refuse to acknowledge Him.

No Fear. When men turn to themselves, they become presumptuous, self-willed, and “are not afraid to 
speak evil of dignities” (2 Pet. 2:10). “There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom. 3:18), and they are 
capable of just about anything.

No Respect. Because they have no fear of God, they have no regard for others. Respect for authority, 
respect for parents, and respect for elders disappear. We should not be surprised when “a child shall behave 
himself proudly against the ancient” (1 Sam. 3:5).

No Love. In a godless society, people have love, but they are “lovers of their own selves” (2 Tim. 3:2). 
They even lose the love for their own fl esh and blood and are “without natural aff ection” (Rom. 1:31). Hu-
man kindness vanishes and the law of the jungle prevails.

No Restraint. Men who turn from God become like animals, and animals don’t have self-control. All 
that matters to a beast is satisfying its desires. It is no wonder that the Bible describes some men as “dogs” 
and “swine” (Deut. 23:18; Matt. 7:6). Some people act like them.

No Limits. The very idea of God means that we are accountable to Him, and that accountability means 
there are limits to our behavior. Take away the thought of God and in the mind of man there are no real 
limits. Read the description of the Canaanites in Leviticus 18-20. Read the book of Judges. If a godless mind 
conceives a thing, it is likely to happen.

No Conscience. Men without God become so hardened by sin that they are “past feeling” (Eph. 4:19). 
Their conscience is “seared with a hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:2). They develop a reprobate or worthless mind utterly 
incapable of remorse for sin (Rom. 1:28).

No Shame. Because they have no conscience, they are not embarrassed over their sins. Like the people 
of Judah, they are neither ashamed nor able to blush because of their abominations (Jer. 6:15). “They declare 
their sin as Sodom, they hide it not” (1 Sam. 3:9).

No Meaning. What is the meaning of life? Why are we here? Is there any purpose for all this? Is there 
any reason for being born or dying and for all the sorrows, pains, and tears? A godless view of life is a mean-
ingless world. Is it any wonder that so many people are restless and depressed?

No Hope. Before they were baptized, the Gentiles in the church at Ephesus had “no hope” and were 
“without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12). How tragic! What hope do people without God have? “Let us eat 
and drink; for tomorrow we die” (1 Cor. 15:32)!



From the Ministers ...
As April arrives, our thoughts turn to the church 

lawn and clean-up there as things start to return to 
some normalcy--although we’re not quite out of the 
pandemic yet.  Two of our leaders are overseeing 
part of each area of our church life, work, and facil-
ity now.  Hope to have you be a part of things here 
where the family gathers.  

2021 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: Genesis; Jesus in the Old Testament
4/18: Genesis 3-4; Psalm 109
4/19: Genesis 5-6; Psalm 110
4/20: Genesis 7-8; Psalm 111
4/21: Genesis 9-10; Psalm 112
4/22: Genesis 11-12; Psalm 113
4/23: Genesis 13-14; Psalm 114
4/24: Genesis 15-16; Psalm 115
SUPP: Reality of Noah’s Ark

  website: video.wvbs.org
  Other Resources
  sermonlines.com

    theabidingword.com
  

Today: 4/18

       Mark Your Calendar

4/19, Amber’s birthday
4/22, Julie’s birthday
4/24, Tyler’s birthday in Christ ‘16

Sundae Toppings
Today: 12:30 p.m. Family Meeting 
            [Final Magi Box items]  
4/25, 12:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal     
5/2, 8 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast; after-MLM
5/9,  No Ladies’ Time  (Mother’s Day) 

Bible Class 15
        Morning Worship              21
        Wed. N.Bible Class             10

Contribution:  $661.25         
Weekly Ave. Needed                $700.00

April 11, 2021

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal:our next 4th Sunday meal will be 
on 4/25 after service.   
Mothers’ Day Breakfast: all are invited on 5/2 at 8 
a.m. to honor our mothers among us.   

Welcome to Worship 
The church of Christ that meets in Plattsburgh in-

vites you to attend any of our services. We love having 
visitors and are honored for you to attend. We seek to 
follow the New Testament in all that we do in our wor-
ship services.  Our primary aim in worship is to glorify 
and honor God by worshipping Him “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24) Trusting in the promise of the gospel 
message, we now live out obedience to God’s Word 
as our only authority and pattern for our lives and the 
church.  We want to encourage you to come and learn, 
worship, grow, and serve the Lord with us! “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity” (Psalm 133:1).

Doug’s Devotional

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: John
Opening Prayer: Chris
Song Leader: Tyler
#648 “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”
#647 “Soldiers of Christ, Arise”
#364 “Come, Share the Lord”
Talk/Prayer-bread: Jim
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Doug
Prayer-collection: Howard
Passer-1st sub: Alfred
#704 “Bind Us Together”
Scripture Reading: Carl - 1 John 4:7-12
Lesson: Doug “In This Is Love”
#674 “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
#294 “You’re the One”
Closing Prayer: Garth

Next Sunday: 4/25                         

Wash & Wear
• the cleaning sign-up for this season is on the 

fridge.  Taking a turn is appreciated & needed.
• the church’s blue polo shirts in a variety of 

sizes are $15 each (to cover cost only).

Announcements: Chris
Opening Prayer: Tyler
Song Leader: Alfred
Talk/Prayer-bread: Carl
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Jim
Prayer-collection: John
Passer-1st sub: Howard
Scripture Reading: Garth - Matthew 19:3-9
Lesson: Doug “From the Beginning”
Closing Prayer: Doug

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitia-
tion for our sins” 1 John 4:10. 

In the past year or so, copies of George Orwell’s 
1984 and Animal Farm have been selling in record 
numbers as many see trends spoken against in 
those books prevalent in society, especially in lan-
guage. Peter Kreeft warns, “Control the language 
and you control thought; control thought and you 
control action; control action and you control the 
world.” The rapids of culture are hijacking words 
that God has defi ned while Christians slam against 
the rocks still asleep because we don’t know God’s 
Word. ‘Sin’ has been canceled. ‘Love’ has been 
assigned to every sinful act or lustful feeling. A big 
one now is to defi ne ‘equality’ as sameness. While 
it is true that He’s made each of us, regardless of 
gender and ethnicity, in His image and shows no 
favoritism, sameness ends with His equal love for 
us as demonstrated by His Son dying on the cross 
for all of our sins.  Making them male and female 
shows His diff erentiation in creation. As sovereign 
and for His pleasure, He gives us each gifts and 
roles while we choose either Him or sin.  Whose 
defi nitions do you listen to? 

  

 

We’ve Got Class!
Join us Next Sunday at 10 a.m. for:
Adults: Gospel of John
Youth classes as well  ... 
And Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Men Who Serve
Until it is safe, we’ll continue to conduct our wor-

ship services in a way that limits the passing of items 
and movement around the auditorium.  Though some 
are not with us physically, names are reinserted starting 
Winter Quarter to allow a smooth transition when men 
can rejoin us.

“Now therefore, O sons, listen to me,
For blessed are they who keep my ways.”                              

Proverbs 8:32


