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Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes    10 A.M.
Sun. Worship             11 A.M.
Wed. Bible Classes    6:30 P.M.(on hold)
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Paul Mowrer
Monticello church of Christ

Monticello, AR

THORNS IN THE FLESH

We all have them. Those nagging thorns in the fl esh. They come in diff erent levels of severity, but 
they do come. Perhaps they are seen in the process of aging. We don’t like to deal with the changes 
our bodies and minds go through, but like it or not, it is a part of the aging process (2 Cor. 4:16-18). 
Perhaps they are seen in the physical struggles everyone may face with surgeries and medical pro-
cedures. Right now it seems we are controlled by COVID, keeping us from our “normal” activities. 
But these thorns in the fl esh are not limited to physical struggles and pains. They can be seen day to 
day while trying to scratch out a living. The job market may be challenging, the economy fl uctuat-
ing, and of course, our current dilemma of political unrest. All of these begin to aff ect our emotional 
well-being. Sometimes these “thorns” may be self-infl icted because of decisions we make that are 
not always centered on God’s will.

Unfortunately, too often we allow these “thorns in the fl esh” to dictate our lives for the Lord. We 
allow these struggles to draw our attention from the promises God has shared with us as His children. 
Perhaps we have allowed our own thoughts and desires to take fi rst place in our lives, relegating God 
and His will to second, third, or fourth place. Or maybe, we have allowed these “thorns” to diminish 
our trust and faith in God. 

The apostle Paul dealt with an unknown “thorn in the fl esh” (2 Cor. 12:7-11). He prayed earnestly 
to God that the “thorn” be removed from him. We handle those “thorns in the fl esh” much the same 
way. We pray they be removed, so as not to plague our lives. But note the answer God gave to Paul, 
“My grace is suffi  cient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” And no doubt, the Lord is giv-
ing us the same response. But unlike Paul, we may continue to gripe and complain and whine about 
how things are. 

What would happen if we would accept Paul’s response to the problems we face in life? “Most 
gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell 
in me.” Our society deals with “thorns in the fl esh” from a very worldly point of view—my way or 
else! We have the opportunity each day to shine a light to the Lord, no matter how diffi  cult things 
may become in our lives. We look beyond the struggles of life and are reminded of the marvelous 
hope we have of eternal life because of the wonderful grace of God. “Therefore I am well content 
with weaknesses (thorns in the fl esh)…”



From the Ministers ...
Welcome as we physically gather while fi lming 

via Facebook Live from ‘Plattsburgh Church’ and 
available as a podcast later.  We are served now by 
two ministers and six leading men (Acts 15:22).  In 
this challenging time, we’re looking into ways to 
reach more people for the gospel.

2021 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: 1 & 2 Thessalonians; 
                  1 & 2 Timothy and Titus

3/14: Philemon; Psalm 74
3/15: 1 Thessalonians 1-2; Psalm 75
3/16: 1 Thessalonians 3-4; Psalm 76
3/17: 2 Thessalonians; Psalm 77
3/18: 1 Timothy 1-3; Psalm 78
3/19: 1 Timothy 4-6; Psalm 79
3/20: 2 Timothy; Psalm 80
SUPP: Women’s Role in the Church

  website: video.wvbs.org
  Other Resources
  sermonlines.com

    theabidingword.com
  

Today: 3/14

       Mark Your Calendar

3/13, Donna’s birthday in Christ ‘11
3/24, Mary Ch’s birthday
3/26, Donna’s birthday
3/27, Shirley’s birthday
3/29, Miller’s anniversary ‘08
3/30, Nick’s birthday
3/31, Crump’s anniversary ‘17
4/9, Chris’ birthday

Sundae Toppings
Today: 12:30 p.m. Ladies’ Time     
3/21, 12:30 p.m. Family Meeting 
         [Magi Box items] 
3/28, 12:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal  
4/4, 8 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast;
                  after-MLM   

Bible Class 13
        Morning Worship              20
        Wed. N.Bible Class             7

Contribution:  $537.00 
        Weekly Ave. Needed                $700.00

March 7, 2021

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal: our next 4th Sunday meal will be 
on 3/28 after service.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: our next breakfast & 
prayer time will be on 4/4 at 8 a.m. 

Welcome to Worship 
The church of Christ that meets in Plattsburgh in-

vites you to attend any of our services. We love having 
visitors and are honored for you to attend. We seek to 
follow the New Testament in all that we do in our wor-
ship services.  Our primary aim in worship is to glorify 
and honor God by worshipping Him “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24) Trusting in the promise of the gospel 
message, we now live out obedience to God’s Word 
as our only authority and pattern for our lives and the 
church.  We want to encourage you to come and learn, 
worship, grow, and serve the Lord with us! “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity” (Psalm 133:1).

Doug’s Devotional

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: Alfred
Opening Prayer: Garth
Song Leader: Doug
#607 “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
#790 “Lord, Take Control”
#595 “I Come to the Garden Alone”  
Talk/Prayer-bread: Howard
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Jim
Prayer-collection: Carl
Passer-1st sub: Tyler
#452 Red “Night, with Ebon Pinion”
Scripture Reading: John - Luke 22:39-46
Lesson: Doug “Night, with Ebon Pinion”
#778 “Be with Me, Lord”
#554 “O Jesus, I Have Promised”
Closing Prayer: Chris

Next Sunday: 3/21                              

Wash & Wear
• the cleaning sign-up for this season is on the 

fridge.  Taking a turn is appreciated & needed.
• the church’s blue polo shirts in a variety of 

sizes are $15 each (to cover cost only).

Announcements: John
Opening Prayer: Alfred
Song Leader: Garth
Talk/Prayer-bread: Chris
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Howard
Prayer-collection: Doug
Passer-1st sub: Tyler
Scripture Reading: Jim - Luke 23:44-49
Lesson: Doug “Low in the Grave He Lay”
Closing Prayer: Carl

“And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; 
and his sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground” Luke 22:44.  

There have been three lonely times in my life: 
the fi rst when I was an exchange student and didn’t 
know the Lord, the second during the same semes-
ter I obeyed the gospel while student teaching and 
lived far from family and friends.  I was just meet-
ing Jesus and had not yet grown in faith.  The third 
was this past year while caregiving for my wife 
through today.  She was not able to interact with 
the same level of fellowship she had always given 
me, and so I turned to the Lord while also facing a 
cup in front of me that He refused to remove.  As 
He was fully man, Jesus had to face all the ter-
rible parts of human existence.  One of the biggest 
struggles was loneliness.  Yes, he had to wrestle 
between obeying His Father’s will versus giving in 
to His own, which was to not drink the cup placed 
before Him, but He had to do this alone.  He had 
brought His closest three within a stone’s throw 
of Him, but after he prayed, they would all desert 
Him.  Then, while bearing our sin on the cross, 
even His Father forsook Him.  Do your struggles 
lead you to obey?   

M.A. G. I. Box Monthly Items 

March items are: reusable water bottles BPA free
February items were: plastic toothbrush holder and 

                                        a plastic soap box.

  

We’ve Got Class!
Join us Next Sunday at 10 a.m. for:
Adults: Gospel of John
Youth classes as well  ... 


