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Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes    10 A.M.
Sun. Worship             11 A.M.
Wed. Bible Classes    6:30 P.M.(on hold)
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UNIQUE EXPRESSIONS

Kerry Duke
West End church of Christ

Livingston, TN

“And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before” (Gen. 31:2). 
Jacob could tell by the look on Laban’s face that he was not happy with him. The expression on our face 
may say more than we realize.

God made us social creatures who communicate not only through words but also through subtle and un-
intentional outward displays. Our facial expressions, gestures, postures, and other forms of body language 
say something.

Our tone of voice conveys a message along with our words. “The poor useth entreaties; but the rich 
answereth roughly” (Prov. 18:23). A poor man asks because he is in no position to demand; a rich man is 
harsh with people because they are a bother to him. The older men advised Rehoboam to speak kindly to the 
people (1 Kings 12). The king ignored their counsel and followed the advice of the young men. He spoke 
harshly to the people and the nation divided . How you say a thing does matter.

Our modem devices are wonderful in some ways but they fall short in overall human communication. 
You can’t hear a friend’s tone in a text message. You don’t see a loved ony’s face in an e-mail. It can be easy 
to misunderstand or misjudge especially when the messages are short. These avenues of communication can 
become an excuse for not sitting down with a person to look each other in the eye and work out a problem. 
It’s easier to fi re off  a text than it is to face someone in person.

Yes, there are times when it’s wise to write before you meet with someone to work out a problem. Paul 
did this with the Corinthians. He had planned to return to Corinth but he decided to postpone that trip. Why? 
“Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness” (2 Cor. 13:10). He 
didn’t hide behind this letter, however. He was more than ready to face them in person.

What has happened to just plain talking with each other? There is nothing wrong with using computers 
to communicate, but overusing them is not good. Young people today know how to read the face of a smart 
phone, but they can’t read the face of people. They know how to send texts, pictures, and videos, but they 
don’t know how to share their feelings personally. This trend will bring more negative results. These young 
people are not being taught how to detect the body language of a liar. They are not learning to regard the 
rights and feelings of others because they are so busy looking down at their device that they rarely notice 
the people around them. They will have trouble communicating in a close, meaningful way in marriage. 
God made us as we are and we must not forget our need for that special human element in our relations to 
each other.



From the Ministers ...
Welcome as we physically gather while fi lming 

via Facebook Live from ‘Plattsburgh Church’ and 
available as a podcast later.  As 2021 begins, we are 
served now by two ministers and six leading men 
(Acts 15:22).  What will you do with the body to 
serve as Jesus would ... and strengthen your relation-
ship with Christ as an individual member of His 
body?  A new WVBS Interactive Bible Reading Plan 
for 2021 has begun.  Perhaps this can be part of your 
new start!

2021 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: John
1/31: John 1-2; Psalm 31
2/1: John 3-4; Psalm 32
2/2: John 5-6; Psalm 33
2/3: John 7-8; Psalm 34
2/4: John 9-10; Psalm 35
2/5: John 11-12; Psalm 36
2/6: John 13-14; Psalm 37
SUPP: The Truth about Faith; ... Heaven;  
            Bible Land Passages: Passage 2

  website: video.wvbs.org
  Other Resources
  sermonlines.com

    theabidingword.com
    on Facebook: William Chambers--The Plain 
    and Simple Truth about the Bible

Today: 1/31

       Mark Your Calendar

2/10, Howard’s birthday
2/14, Doug’s birthday in Christ ‘93
2/18, Chris’ birthday
2/24, Sammy’s birthday

Sundae Toppings
Today: 5th Sunday  
2/7, 8 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast; 
       after-MLM   
2/14, NO Ladies’ Time 
2/21, 12:30 p.m. Family Meeting [Magi Box item] 
2/28, 12:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal   

Bible Class -
        Morning Worship              18
        Wed. N.Bible Class             -

Contribution:  $1621.00   
        Weekly Ave. Needed                $700.00

January 24, 2021

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal: due to the spike, we will not be 
having our fellowship meal.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast:  Our next breakfast & 
prayer time will be on 2/7 at 8 a.m.  

Welcome to Worship 
The church of Christ that meets in Plattsburgh in-

vites you to attend any of our services. We love having 
visitors and are honored for you to attend. We seek to 
follow the New Testament in all that we do in our wor-
ship services.  Our primary aim in worship is to glorify 
and honor God by worshipping Him “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24) Trusting in the promise of the gospel 
message, we now live out obedience to God’s Word 
as our only authority and pattern for our lives and the 
church.  We want to encourage you to come and learn, 
worship, grow, and serve the Lord with us! “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity” (Psalm 133:1).

Doug’s Devotional

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: Alfred
Opening Prayer: Jim
Song Leader: Chris
#2 “We Praise Thee, O God”
#882 “ No Tears in Heaven”
#313 “The Old Rugged Cross”
Talk/Prayer-bread: Tyler
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Howard
Prayer-collection: Doug
Passer-substitute: Carl
#745 “Humble Yourself”
Scripture Reading: Garth - 1 Kings 12:16-17
Lesson: Doug “What Portion Do We Have 
                         in David?”
#902 “Nothing But the Blood”
#915 “Trust and Obey”
Closing Prayer: John

Next Sunday: 2/7                                        
Announcements: Chris
Opening Prayer: Alfred
Song Leader: Garth
Talk/Prayer-bread: John
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Tyler
Prayer-collection: Howard
Passer-substitute: Doug
Scripture Reading: Carl - 1 Kings 12:25-29
Lesson: Doug “Behold Your Gods, O Israel”
Closing Prayer: Jim

“And when all Israel saw that the king did not 
listen to them, the people answered the king, ‘What 
portion do we have in David?  We have no inheri-
tance in the son of Jesse.  To your tents, O Israel!  
Look now to your own house, David’ …” 
                                                        1 Kings 12:16.  

It’s said that the man who goes to himself for 
advice has a fool for a counselor. Proverbs adds, 
“for by wise guidance you can wage your war, and 
in abundance of counselors there is victory.” The 
key word, though, is ‘wise.’  If a person just listens 
to those who agree with him, then he is still a 
fool.  Reheboam did this.  Against the advice of his 
father’s experienced counselors, he listened to the 
young men who grew up with him who told him to 
make it very diffi  cult for the people after Solo-
mon’s death.  Upset, most left the covenants God 
had made through Moses and David and became 
like the nations they had driven out to possess the 
land.  Reheboam’s rashness ushered in the time of 
the Divided Kingdom.  Proverbs also says, “Com-
mit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be 
established.”  If he had followed these words, the 
history of God’s people in the following centuries 
may have been diff erent.  What advice are you 
following?  

M.A. G. I. Box Monthly Items 
February items are: plastic toothbrush holder and 

                                    a plastic soap box.
January items were: boys and girls underware

                                   See Mary for sizes.

  

Classes Halted!
Because of the close proximity of classes, all Sun-

day and Wednesday classes will be halted until further 
notice.

Men Who Serve
Until it is safe, we’ll continue to conduct our wor-

ship services in a way that limits the passing of items 
and movement around the auditorium.  Though some 
are not with us physically, names are reinserted at the 
beginning of Winter Quarter to allow a smooth transi-
tion when men can rejoin us.  


