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January 17, 2021

WHAT I HAVE LEARNED FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Mark T. Tonkery (edited)
Camden Avenue church of Christ

Parkersburg, WV

Covid-19 is like sin. Covid-19 has quickly spread around the globe, and although not everyone gets this 
virus dies, it has caused many deaths and has disrupted many lives. It reminds me a lot of sin, yet sin is 
far more dangerous. Rom. 3:23 states, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Remember, 
Rom. 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death…”. Everyone who sins dies the second death if one does not 
repent (Lk. 13:3,5).

Covid-19 reminds us we can evangelize the world. It was about eight months ago, and no one ever heard 
about the coronavirus or Covid-19, now almost the entire world knows about it. Just think if we took the 
gospel of Jesus as seriously as we have taken the message about the Covid-19, we could reach the whole 
world with the gospel message of Jesus Christ. Remember Jesus tells us to “go into the entire world…” 
(Mk. 16:15). Covid-19 reminds us that a message can be spread throughout the world, in a relatively short 
time. What about the gospel of Jesus? 

Covid-19 has taught us to connect with people in diff erent ways. Eight months ago, I would never have 
believed that I would be learning how to preach and teach over the internet. Now for the past few weeks, 
many Christians have assembled around their computers and cell phones, listening to God’s word preached. 
This situation reminds us of Jesus’ teaching in Jn. 4:24, “God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 

Covid-19 has taught me to appreciate what I have, because you never know when it will be taken away. 
Now, I am not just talking about toilet paper, or eating at a restaurant, although that might apply. But for 
the past few weeks, we have been prevented from assembling with the Saints. This is a freedom we have in 
this country, but many Christians throughout history, and even in many countries in our world today do not 
have this freedom. Many Christians are persecuted, imprisoned, or even put to death for assembling in the 
name of Christ. May we realize what a blessing we have when we can gather with our brothers and sisters 
in Christ and not take it for granted. When we can meet may we make the most of it and appreciate what 
God has allowed us to have. 

These are just a few things that I have learned, I am sure there will be many more lessons that will be 
learned as this pandemic continues. It is so easy to be frustrated and discouraged during this time, but let us 
not give in to despair. May we look at this situation and ask, “What can we learn from this?” Let us use this 
pandemic as a learning time and most important use it to draw closer to the Lord.



From the Ministers ...
Welcome as we physically gather while fi lming 

via Facebook Live from ‘Plattsburgh Church’ and 
YouTube (later).  As 2021 begins, we are served now 
by two ministers and six leading men (Acts 15:22).  
What will you do with the body to serve as Jesus 
would ... and strengthen your relationship with Christ 
as an individual member of His body?  A new WVBS 
Interactive Bible Reading Plan for 2021 has begun.  
Perhaps this can be part of your new start!

2021 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: Luke
1/17: Mark 13-14; Psalm 17
1/18: Mark 15-16; Psalm 18
1/19: Luke 1-2; Psalm 19
1/20: Luke 3-4; Psalm 20
1/21: Luke 5-6; Psalm 21
1/22: Luke 7-8; Psalm 22
1/23: Luke 9-10; Psalm 23
SUPP: Pilate Inscription; 
Bible Land Passages: Passage 11

  website: video.wvbs.org
  Other Resources
  sermonlines.com

    theabidingword.com
    on Facebook: William Chambers--The Plain 
    and Simple Truth about the Bible

Today: 1/17

       Mark Your Calendar

1/20, Shirley’s anniversary ‘89
1/29, Sharon’s birthday
2/10, Howard’s birthday
2/14, Doug’s birthday in Christ ‘93
2/18, Chris’ birthday
2/24, Sammy’s birthday

Sundae Toppings
Today: 12:30 p.m. Family Meeting 
             [Magi Box item] 
1/24, 12:30 p.m. No Fellowship Meal
1/31, 5th Sunday  
2/7, 8 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast; after-MLM   
2/14, 12:30 p.m. Ladies’ Time???

Bible Class -
        Morning Worship              12
        Wed. N.Bible Class             -

Contribution:  $756.00   
        Weekly Ave. Needed                $700.00

January 10, 2021

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal: our next 4th Sunday meal will be 
on 1/24.  Details to follow.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast:  Our next breakfast & 
prayer time will be on 2/7 at 8 a.m.  

Welcome to Worship 
The church of Christ that meets in Plattsburgh in-

vites you to attend any of our services. We love having 
visitors and are honored for you to attend. We seek to 
follow the New Testament in all that we do in our wor-
ship services.  Our primary aim in worship is to glorify 
and honor God by worshipping Him “in spirit and in 
truth” (John 4:24) Trusting in the promise of the gospel 
message, we now live out obedience to God’s Word 
as our only authority and pattern for our lives and the 
church.  We want to encourage you to come and learn, 
worship, grow, and serve the Lord with us! “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity” (Psalm 133:1).

Doug’s Devotional

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: John
Opening Prayer: Howard
Song Leader: Doug
#147 “I Stand Amazed”
#148 “I Keep Falling in Love with Him”
#1014 “Jesus Loves Me!”
Talk/Prayer-bread: Carl
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Garth
Prayer-collection: Chris
Passer-substitute: Alfred
#221 “Jesus, Name Above All Names”
Scripture Reading: Tyler - John 17:1-5
Lesson: Doug “Before the World Existed”
#523 “I Know the Lord Will Find a Way for Me”
#738 “Take the Name of Jesus with You”
Closing Prayer: Jim

Next Sunday: 1/24                                             

Announcements: Doug
Opening Prayer: Chris
Song Leader: Alfred
Talk/Prayer-bread: Howard
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Jim
Prayer-collection: Garth
Passer-substitute: Tyler
Scripture Reading: John - Colossians 1:15-17
Lesson: Doug “By Him All Things Were Created”
Closing Prayer: Carl

We’ve Got Class!
Join us Next Sunday at 10 a.m. for:
Adults: Gospel of John
Youth classes as well  ...
anuary

“And now, Father, glorify me in your presence 
with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed” John 17:5.  

I’ve heard that in the 1st century people 
struggled to believe that Jesus was ever human, 
while in the 21st century people struggle to believe 
that He was ever God.  It makes sense that in a 
postmodern age that skeptics would think that 
Jesus was just a good man and teacher, similar to 
Ghandi, and put Christianity on the same buff et 
as other world religions.  A deeper look at Jesus is 
needed to understand why He and the Way to God 
He created is unique and stands above all other 
supposed fi gures and what they began. Jesus  is 
eternal and not created.  So, this begs the question: 
what was Jesus in eternity?  What did He do?  We 
know that as the Word He was both “with God” 
and “was God” before creation, and it is so hard for 
creatures such as ourselves who are bound by time 
to understand this concept.  Jesus Himself gives us 
a clue in His recorded prayer before He went to the 
cross.  Before the world existed, He was glorifi ed 
in the Father’s presence with glory that was His!  
And yet He left that for us to let us share it through 
the gospel.  Are you seeking His glory?    

M.A. G. I. Box Monthly Items 
The items for February 21 is a plastic toothbrush 

holder and a plastic soap box.

Wednesday Class Halt!
The leaders decided to postpone starting class back 

up until at least February

Men Who Serve
Until it is safe, we’ll continue to conduct our wor-

ship services in a way that limits the passing of items 
and movement around the auditorium.  Though some 
are not with us physically, names are reinserted at the 
beginning of Winter Quarter to allow a smooth transi-
tion when men can rejoin us.  


