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Spiritual Adrenaline
“Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
candle. and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? And when she hath 
found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found the piece which I had lost.” - Luke 15:8-9

And our Lord goes on to say, “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”  Think a moment about that.  Joy in the 
presence of angels over the repentance of one sinner. That’s a big cheering section.  Dwarfs 
anything seen on earth.
We are accustomed to see this heavenly joy as applying only to those new converts, 
at the moment of their acceptance and confession of Christ as Savior and Lord.  As such, 
this scripture loses impact in our hearts – we see it as good, and important, but not any 
longer personally relevant, except as a point of gratitude remembered.
However, we should adjust our thinking.  That moment of accepting Christ is not discrete, 
but integrated.  Our whole lives are a protracted single moment of acceptance; a great 
moment constantly being made new by Christ (“Behold, I make all things new.” Rev 21:5).  
And within that moment rages the day by day spiritual war against sin and our sinful 
nature, which we are able to wage only with the help and strength of the Holy Spirit.  By 
that same Spirit, we are able to learn to more and more hate the love of sin that is in us, and 
to more and more love the love of righteousness that is in us.
With each small victory, each step, achieved by humble repentance and through the 
acceptance of Righteousness as our master (Romans 6:16 & 19), the angels are indeed 
joyful.  Their acclaim over our repentance exceeds that rendered for the greatest heroes 
and mightiest victors in all the earthly stadia and battlefields of history.  This happens 
virtually each and every day.  We should take this verse quite personally - it should 
have enormous impact on our hearts and in our lives.  When we read this Gospel 
message for Trinity III, when we struggle mightily in spiritual battle, and thirst for 
righteousness, we should feel the burst of spiritual adrenaline unleashed by the holy 
roar of the angelic crowd, and this adrenaline should propel us to utmost exertion in God’s 
work.

1 Peter 5:5-11 is a crucial harmony to this Gospel message.  For in it we are warned of 
suffering in this world. In the midst of battle, with our adrenaline high, we can endure high 
levels of suffering and many afflictions.  But long term endurance requires added measures 
of vision, encouragement, and assurance.  That is, we must embrace the knowledge that 
God will give grace to the humble, and exalt them in due time, and the comfort of God’s 
holy promise expressed in these words: “...the God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.”  Amen.




