
TWO SHORT MEDITATIONS ON THE 

1st SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

When Christ appeared in the midst of his assembled disciples, he comforted them (as he comforts 
us today):

“Peace be unto you.”  B John 20: 19

PROOF AND REPROOF, AND A NEW WAY OF FAITH

In addition to comfort, Jesus also gave proof to his still frightened and confused disciples that he was 
truly resurrected in body and spirit, and a gentle reproof of them for their unbelief  –  consult your Bible: Mark 
16:14 and Luke 24: 25-26, 37-49, and read the Gospel selection for Easter Tuesday on p. 169 of the BCP).  

This time of year, we also read the account how Thomas doubted the word of his fellow disciples about the Risen 
Christ – we think of him as Doubting Thomas, and by habit and human nature, we may unwittingly comfort ourselves 
in the delusion that we are not like Thomas.  But that is not the case.  It was only by his absence from Jesus’ 
earlier appearance, that Thomas was unfortunate enough to be singled out in receiving this proof and reproof.  He 
was by no means alone in his need for reassurance.  But Jesus made good use of that opportunity offered by 
Thomas= example, by giving the disciples (and us) both a central tenet and a charge regarding his Church=s life 
of faith: “blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”  “Doubting Thomas? ” It is important to 
keep in mind that Thomas and the other disciples ceased to doubt, their faith reasserting itself strongly.  We ought 
not think of them now as “doubters. ”  In fact, it isn't that Thomas was different.  It is that we all have the nature 
of Thomas.  He merely said what we all might think.  And that's part of the Lord's point B that the coming of the 
Holy Spirit would change forever the old ways of faith among humanity to a new way of faith, a new way, 
which we truly possess through and by Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit:

“Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”

WE ARE STEWARDS OF HIS MERCY

In today’s Gospel, Christ breathed on his disciples, that they would receive the Holy Ghost  – a foretaste of the 
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit would descend upon and indwell the Church and all believers, and upon which the 
Church, as the beloved Bride of Christ and the living presence of His love on earth, would receive the same charge 
and authority: “as my Father hath sent me, even so, I send you... whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”  Thus, we are the stewards of His mercy on this earth 
– pray that we are good and wise in this humbling and daunting stewardship.




