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“We Shall Be Like HIM!” 

1 John 3:1-3 & 2 Corinthians 3:16-18 
+Rt. Rev. Dr. Vince McLaughlin 

 
“3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, 

we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 

appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 

in him purifies himself as he is pure.  

1 John 3:1-3 (ESV)” 
“14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the 

same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever Moses is 

read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 

away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we 

all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 

the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 3:14-18 (ESV)” 

In a nutshell, God’s love for us is great indeed. Those who hope to see God purify themselves, 

even as He is pure. The person who is born of God will not continue to live in sin. Rather, he 

should love his brother. As Jesus laid down his life for us, so we should lay down our lives for 

one another, loving not in words but in deeds. 

Those who love God must live as He wants them to live. They must not go on sinning; rather, 

they must love their brothers in Christ not just in words but also in deeds. 

In our reading today from 1 John 3:1–3, the beloved Apostle John breaks out in spontaneous 

wonder almost euphoric at the love of God in making us His children. A further wonder grasps 

him: that is what we are. The world does not know us, because it does not know our Father. To 

“know” in this context from the original Greek has the sense of “accept.” It appears in St. John 
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1:10–11, “He was in the world, and … the world did not recognize him. He came to that which 

was his own, but his own did not receive him.”  The failure to recognize Him was based on the 

fact that they did not accept Him. If the world rejects God, it is no surprise that it would reject us, 

God’s children. 

Even though we are children of God, we don’t grasp the full significance of what it means to be 

God’s children. We now have only a dim perception of who we are and what we will be (what 

we will be has not yet been made known). When we see Jesus, our understanding will expand, 

and we will see it all. As 2 Corinthians 3:18 phrases it, “We … are being transformed into his 

likeness with ever-increasing glory.” This process of transformation, which is slow and uneven 

here on earth, will be rapid and complete when we see Jesus. 

If we begin to understand the unimaginable wonder of this fact, we will want to live pure and 

holy lives, for we will want to be pure as He is pure. Our weak commitment to absolute holiness 

stems in large measure from our dim perception of who Jesus is and who we have become in 

Him. When we grasp more fully that we are now coheirs with Jesus (Rom. 8:17), we are destined 

to rule and reign in heaven with Him. Slated for perfect holiness, united in spirit with the 

Creator-God of the universe, we will no longer want to fiddle around with the “mud pies” of this 

world. We will prefer the spotless beauty of a banquet table. One of our resources, then, for 

living a more holy lifestyle is pondering and meditating upon who Jesus is, who we have become 

in Him, and what our life is likely to be when we see Him. 

Now, we are all spiritual beings, that is, we have the nature of spirit; not tangible or material for 

we are nothing more than embodied spirits.  We have physical bodies, but our lives are largely 

driven by an unseen part of us.  There is an immaterial center in us that shapes the way we see 

the world and ourselves, directs the choices we make, and guides our actions.  Our spirit is the 

most important part of who we are.  And yet we rarely spend time developing our inner 

life.  That's what spiritual formation or transformation is all about. 

Spiritual transformation into the Image and Likeness of Jesus Christ is a process, but it is also a 

journey through which we open our hearts to a deeper more intimate connection with God.  We 
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are not bystanders in our spiritual lives; we are active participants with God, who is ever inviting 

us into relational intimacy with Him. 

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (Jn. 10:10).  Yeshua showed 

us the way so that abundant divine eternal life is possible here and now.  It is a present reality 

though many times unrealized.  As we take on the life of Yeshua – we become like Him – we 

experience richness in life and faith that is truly renewed day by day (Col. 3:10). 

Let us now read 2 Corinthians 3:16-18.  The imagery here is really taken from the experience of 

Moseh (Moses) on Mount Sinai.  Let us now look at Exodus 34:2-3; 29-35 to assist in 

recognizing truth, to visualize truth, to understand & comprehend truth in order to assimilate to 

our lives. 

As Moseh was in the presence of God something happen – a metaphorical change in Moseh’s 

appearance – he shone or was illuminated without his knowledge but others noticed it.  St. Paul 

in 2 Corinthians 3:16-18 utilizes this phenomenon to explain to us the transformation into the 

likeness and image of Yeshua.  The key to understanding this transformation is in the words used 

and the significance of the Greek tenses used.  Again, without images there are no words so we 

must visualize this transformation truth before we can understand and comprehend in order to 

apply it to our lives. 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from 

the Lord, the Spirit. 

The Greek words here are absolutely critical for our visualization, understanding, comprehension 

and application. 

Unveiled face – anakalypto prosopon – the verb here is anakalypto, it is a perfect 

passive with the idea that the unveiling described is a completed verbal action that 

occurred in the past but which produced a state of being or a result that exists in the 

present.  It is passive with a meaning that the subject has been acted upon thus, the 

subject (us) are receivers of the verbal action.  The concentration here is not so much on 

the action occurring as a past action but the present “state of affairs” resulting from the 
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past action.  Prosopon or face must be taken somewhat holistically thus representing the 

entire being. 

 Beholding – katoptrizomenoi – present middle voice participle (indicates a continual 
process by the subject as a cognitive function of the will) – to look at (as in a mirror), to 
contemplate intently.  It has the idea of a myopic focus that excludes all other visual 
stimulus.  The translation based upon the verbs used would be “as I am beholding or 
whilst I am beholding.”  I am doing this for my own benefit or purpose.    

 Transformed – metamorphoumetha – present passive indicative (indicates a continual 
process being done to the subject) – transforming, changing, transform the essential 
nature of something, change appearance, be transfigured.  This is being done to me – I 
am passive in this process. 

 Image – eikon – image, likeness, form, appearance. 

 Concept:  we are not being transformed into the reflection of but into the image which 
makes the reflection. 

 The secret comes from the present middle participle katoptrizomenoi.  Whilst I am 
beholding or gazing upon Him with focused intent continually, I am being transformed or 
transfigured.  

 Thus Transformation into Christ’s likeness is the inevitable result of gazing upon His 
Glory – this gazing because it is in the present tense indicates a continual gazing upon or 
contemplation of Christ. 

 We become the image or likeness of that which dominates our thoughts and affections. 

The beauty of the metamorphoumetha is seen in the present (passive) continuous – the more we 
continue to contemplate the glory of the Lord, the more we continually are transformed into His 
Image – it is done to us not by us! 

The key concept is that the being changed or transfigured is at the same rate or intensity of the 
contemplation & intent focus on Yeshua (Jesus).  As Moseh was transformed extrinsically, that 
is, from the outside – we on the other hand are transformed and transfigured intrinsically, that is, 
from the inside out.  

The metamorphosis into the Image and Likeness of Christ is a process of transformation or 
transfiguration with the conviction of certainty that that one day when we see HIM we will be 
like HIM!  Glory! Glory!! Glory!!!   
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