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CEQA Guidelines state that the EIR shall contain a statement briefly indicating the 
reasons that various potentially significant effects of a project were determined not to be 
significant and were therefore not discussed in detail in the EIR (Section 15128). After 
standard regulatory conditions are applied, several resource areas were found to be below 
a level of significance, as identified in the Initial Study (Appendix A). Some of these 
issues have been reassessed in this EIR, and further analysis resulted in mitigation 
measures provided as appropriate. Results of the environmental analyses are either 
presented in Section 3.0, Environmental Impact Analysis and Mitigation Measures, or 
discussed below. 

3.12.1 Energy 

The Initial Study did not identify any significant impacts to energy resources and none 
are anticipated. The project consists of three structures totaling approximately 12,560 
square feet, which are proposed to be developed to USGBC LEED Silver certification 
standards, and would therefore incorporate energy efficient design and technologies. 
Further, in light of the enormous scope of the California electricity grid and natural gas 
delivery system and the relatively small size of the project, the additional demand 
represented by this project could be considered incremental but not significant. The 
project would not require the development or extension of any new sources of energy to 
serve its energy needs. In summary, the project would have a negligible effect on regional 
energy needs. No adverse impacts would result.  

3.12.2 Hazardous Materials 

The Initial Study did not identify any significant impacts associated with hazardous 
materials and none are anticipated. The project site is currently and has historically been 
occupied primarily by a lemon orchard and no structures or hazardous material storage 
occurs on the site. According to a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment completed for 
the project site (Appendix H), no significant releases of hazardous chemicals or 
petroleum products on the project site have been observed or reported (MFPD 2010). 
Further, if visual contamination or chemical odors were detected during construction, 
work would be stopped immediately and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department, 
Hazardous Materials Unit would be contacted prior to resumption of work.  

The proposed project would involve the use and storage of hazardous materials/waste 
(i.e., oil, solvent, and hydraulics fluids, diesel fuel, and gasoline) associated with 
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operations on the project site, as described in Section 2.4.7 of the Project Description. 
However, the proposed fire station would be subject to Federal, State, and local 
regulations pertaining to hazardous materials/waste including obtaining appropriate 
permits, training, and agency inspections. In addition, these regulations would require 
implementation of standard good housekeeping measures, Best Management Practices 
(BMPs), and site maintenance and security precautions, which would result in no 
significant impact related to potential impacts of future use, handling, storage, or routine 
transportation of hazardous materials/waste. 

Potential impacts associated with past and current of pesticides and fertilizers at the 
project site are discussed in Section 3.2, Agricultural Resources.  

3.12.3 Public Facilities 

The Initial Study did not identify any significant impacts to public facilities and none are 
anticipated. The proposed new fire station would not have a significant impact on 
existing police protection or health care services, and existing service levels would be 
sufficient to serve the proposed project. The project would result in an increase of 
approximately 10 new employees for MFPD. The project would not generate the number 
of students (approximately 20) that would require an additional classroom. The proposed 
project would not generate solid waste in excess of County thresholds (196 tons per year, 
and construction waste would not exceed 350 tons). The project would not cause the need 
for new or altered sewer system facilities as it is already in the service district, and the 
District is presumed to have the capacity to serve the minimal needs of the proposed 
project. However, the Montecito Sanitary District has stated that it may need to upgrade 
infrastructure to accommodate any additional residential development that might be 
induced by the expansion of service provided by a fire station in this area (Montecito 
Sanitary District 2012). As part of the proposed project, the Montecito Water District and 
Montecito Sanitary District would be contacted to confirm service availability and 
adequacy. The proposed project would not require construction of new storm water 
drainage or water quality control facilities or expansion of existing facilities as surface 
runoff from the site would be accommodated with a vegetated swale and detention basin 
that would provide infiltration and uptake of excess runoff. Therefore, the proposed 
project would result in no significant impacts to public facilities.  

The potential growth inducing effects in the vicinity of the proposed project are further 
discussed in Section 5.2, Growth-Inducing Impacts. 
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3.12.4 Recreation 

The Initial Study did not identify any significant impacts to recreation and none are 
anticipated. No established recreational uses are located on or adjacent to the proposed 
project site. The proposed project would not affect the quality or quantity of existing 
recreational opportunities, including biking, equestrian, and hiking trails, either in the 
project vicinity or countywide. As part of the proposed project, a 10-foot wide easement 
would be offered for dedication along the entire project’s site frontage with East Valley 
Road to reserve land for the Comprehensive Plan-designated Proposed On-Road Trail 
(Parks, Recreation and Trails Map, PRT-2, Carpinteria-Montecito-Summerland); 
therefore, there would be no significant impact to recreation.  
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