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3.10 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 

This section describes existing known transportation and traffic issues in the project 
vicinity, particularly along East Valley Road fronting the subject site. Potential project 
impacts and the resulting adequacy of roadway, intersection, pedestrian, bicycle, and 
public transit facilities are identified. Cumulative impacts are also addressed in Section 
3.10.3.5.  

This section was developed using information from the Montecito Community Plan 
(MCP), the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the extension of 
the Montecito Growth Management Ordinance (MGMO) (County of Santa Barbara 
2010), and the Traffic Impact and Sight-Distance analyses (Appendix I) prepared by 
Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE) for the proposed project (ATE 2009; 2010). 
These studies contain detailed analyses of local and project-related traffic and circulation 
issues, including existing and future traffic conditions, cumulative impacts, an analysis of 
site access and visibility, and an analysis of consistency with the Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments (SBCAG) Congestion Management Program (CMP). 
Information regarding regional and cumulative conditions was also obtained from the 
Final SEIR for the extension of the MGMO. ATE staff also visited the project site to 
observe traffic operations, speeds, and line-of-sight at the project driveway locations. 
Traffic volumes have changed very little since preparation of the 2010 Traffic Study for 
the project because development in the project vicinity has been limited. When combined 
with very low levels of new traffic associated with the project, no additional traffic 
studies were determined to be required for this revised 2015 EIR. However, the EIR team 
performed field reconnaissance to observe traffic operations and considers other issues on 
several occasions, most recently on April 27, 2015.  

In order to ensure the accuracy of data and analysis, the project team reviewed available 
updated information on traffic in eastern Montecito. The team reviewed recent studies in 
the Montecito area, such as the South Coast 101 Highway Occupancy Vehicle Lanes 
Project Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment with Finding of 
No Significant Impact (Caltrans 2014a), Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Casa Dorinda Master Plan Update (County of Santa Barbara 2015) and the Traffic, 
Circulation and Parking Study for the Montecito YMCA (ATE 2012) along with the 2013 
Traffic Volumes on the California State Highway System (Caltrans 2013). Available data 
from these studies is included as appropriate in the discussion and analysis below.  
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3.10 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 

3.10.1 Existing Conditions 

3.10.1.1 Surrounding Roadway Network 

The circulation system serving the project site is comprised of regional highways, arterial 
streets, and collector roads (Figure 3.10-1). Access to the project site is from East Valley 
Road. The roadways in the project vicinity are briefly described below. Based on review 
of all available data, traffic volumes in the vicinity appear relatively stable when 
compared to those identified in the County’s 2010 MGMO EIR and 2010 Traffic Study. 
This conclusion is supported by the fact that very limited development has been approved 
in the area, leaving traffic volumes substantially the same as identified in the 2010 Traffic 
Study.  County Public Works Department transportation planning staff and ATE have 
confirmed that due to lack of development in this area of the community, traffic volumes 
are unlikely to have changed substantially. The following discussion reflects this 
research.  

East Valley Road 

East Valley Road (State Route [SR] 192) is a two-lane State Highway that runs east-west 
through the Montecito area, providing an alternative east-west route to U.S. Highway 101 
between the City of Santa Barbara and the communities of Summerland/Carpinteria. In 
Montecito, each lane of East Valley Road is 11 feet wide with no more than a 2-foot 
paved shoulder in most places. This roadway is under the jurisdiction of and designed 
and maintained by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). The posted 
speed limit along East Valley Road fronting the project site is 35 miles per hour (mph), 
but speeds are typically nearer 45 mph (ATE 2010). Parking is not generally permitted on 
the shoulders of East Valley Road, but some limited roadside parking is present to the 
south of the project site. As described in the MCP, East Valley Road is designated by the 
County of Santa Barbara as a Primary 3 with a Design Capacity of 15,700 Average Daily 
Trips (ADT) and an Acceptable Capacity of 10,990 ADT. This road currently carries 
approximately 2,620 ADTs in the immediate vicinity of the project site and 4,150 ADTs 
east of Sheffield Drive, and it operates at Level of Service (LOS) A (Caltrans 2014b).1 

1 These numbers are based on Caltrans 2014 Traffic Volumes on the California State Highway System 
(Caltrans 2014b). The 2010 ATE traffic study in Appendix I identified approximately 3,900 ADTs on East 
Valley Road near the project site, which actually represented volumes west of Sheffield Drive. Current 
volumes west of Sheffield drive have increased incrementally from 3,943 to 4,150 ADTs, or by about 5 
percent.  
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Three homes and an equestrian complex are located south of East Valley Road generally 
across from the project site. Access to these homes and the equestrian facility is provided 
by three primary driveways and a secondary equestrian access driveway. One of these 
driveways is located directly across from the project site and the remaining three are 
located between 50 and 300 feet west of the site. Two additional driveways and one 
agricultural access road on the north side of East Valley Road provide access to the 
Featherhill and San Carlos Ranches and are located approximately 50 and 300 feet west 
of the site and 450 feet east of the site, respectively (refer to Figure 3.10-1).  

Sheffield Drive 

Sheffield Drive is a two-lane County road that extends in a north-south direction between 
East Valley Road and U.S. Highway 101. The travel lanes are 11 feet wide with a 
shoulder of 2 feet or less. It is divided by double yellow centerline median striping and 
has a speed limit of 35 mph. Sheffield Drive is classified as a Secondary 3 with a Design 
Capacity of 7,900 ADT and Acceptable Capacity of 5,530 ADT; this road carried 3,550 
ADT in 2010 (County of Santa Barbara 2010). Because Caltrans data indicates volumes 
along East Valley Road west of Sheffield Drive have increased by roughly 207 ADT, 
while volumes west of the intersection remain low or unchanged, since recorded in 2010, 
most of these trips likely travel along Sheffield Drive (Caltrans 2014b). Even if all of 
these new ADTs are from Sheffield Drive, this would increase traffic volumes to up to 
3,757 ADT, well within the acceptable capacity of this road.  

Ortega Ridge Road 

Ortega Ridge Road is a two-lane local north-south road that extends for approximately 
one mile from Ortega Hill Road to East Valley Road. It is an unclassified road in the 
MCP, so it has no designated Design Capacity or Acceptable Capacity. This road 
currently carries approximately 1,100 ADTs and operates at LOS A (County of Santa 
Barbara 2010). 

East Valley Road/Sheffield Drive Intersection 

This intersection is controlled by a stop sign on the Sheffield Drive approach. The 
intersection was estimated to operate at LOS B during the A.M. and P.M. peak hour 
periods (Santa Barbara County 2010). The minor increase in traffic at this intersection 
since 2010 has not altered LOS because both roads operate well within LOS A capacity 
and with the resultant traffic volumes intersection operations would continue to be 
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acceptable. This intersection is located approximately 2,000 feet west of the project site. 
The intersection of Romero Canyon Road with East Valley Road is located 
approximately 185 feet farther to the west, creating an offset intersection which can 
complicate turning movements.  

East Valley Road/ Romero Canyon Road Intersection 

This intersection is controlled by a stop sign on the southbound Romero Canyon Road 
approach; Romero Canyon Road terminates at East Valley Road. This intersection is 
located approximately 2,185 feet west of the project site. The intersection was estimated 
to operate at LOS A during the A.M. and P.M. peak hour periods in 2010 (Santa Barbara 
County 2010). The minor increase in traffic along East Valley Road since 2010 will not 
have altered LOS as both roads operate well within LOS A capacity and with the 
resultant traffic volumes intersection operations would continue to be acceptable. The 
intersection of southbound Sheffield Road with East Valley Road is located 
approximately 185 feet to the east, creating an offset intersection which can complicate 
turning movements.  

East Valley Road/ Ortega Ridge Road Intersection 

This intersection is controlled by a stop sign on the Ortega Ridge Road approach. The 
intersection is estimated to operate at LOS A during the A.M. and P.M. peak hour 
periods. Traffic volumes remain largely unchanged in this area since 2010 as no 
substantial new development has occurred in this vicinity. This intersection is located 
approximately 650 feet east of the project site.  

3.10.1.2 Transit, Bicycle, and Pedestrian Facilities  

The Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (MTD) provides bus service along East 
Valley Road and Sheffield Drive with Route 14 (MTD 2011). The stop nearest the 
project site is at the East Valley Road/Sheffield Drive intersection. No bus service is 
provided east of the intersection of East Valley Road with Sheffield Drive in the area that 
fronts the project site. 

There are no existing designated bikeways in the project vicinity. While not a designated 
bikeway, East Valley Road receives a moderate level of bicycle traffic. Bicycling hazards 
in the project vicinity include right-of-way encroachments (mailboxes, utility poles, 
vegetation, or other impediments), winding and narrow roads, lack of shoulders, and 
sudden width changes, particularly along East Valley Road. Sheffield Drive is proposed 
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in the MCP as a Class II Bikeway from North Jameson Lane to East Valley Road, but 
there are no plans at this time to formally designate it as such. 

No sidewalks are present in the proposed project area, and the MCP discourages concrete 
sidewalks. However, an on-road shoulder trail is proposed along East Valley Road as 
shown in the County of Santa Barbara’s Parks, Recreation, & Trails (PRT) maps for the 
Montecito area. 

3.10.1.3 Levels of Service 

The MCP road classifications system is the Circulation Element for the community, 
providing guidance on acceptable standards for operation of roadways and intersections 
in Montecito. These road classifications use a LOS grading system to evaluate traffic 
operations for roadways and intersections. Service levels range from LOS A indicating 
free flow operations to LOS F indicating congested operations. Roadway LOS is 
calculated based on the roadway classification and corresponding design and acceptable 
capacity established by the MCP.  

The roadway classification system is divided into two main designations, Primary and 
Secondary roadways. Each of these designations is further subdivided into three 
subclasses dependent on roadway size, function, and surrounding uses. Montecito 
roadways include a select number of Primary and Secondary roadways, and several of the 
smaller roads in Montecito remain unclassified. 

Design capacity is defined in the MCP as the maximum daily traffic volume that a given 
roadway can accommodate. Design capacity usually equates to LOS E/F. Acceptable 
capacity for a given roadway is expressed as a percent of the design capacity based on the 
LOS threshold to reflect the specific roadway conditions in the study area (such as 
narrow pavement, roadway grade, slopes, presence of curves, sight distance, and 
prevalence of driveways and intersections or other access points that produce substantial 
turning movement conflicts in the study area, or prevalence of on-street parking). 

The Transportation Research Board (TRB) Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) (2010) is 
the standard used for evaluating all types of LOS (e.g., signalized, unsignalized, freeway 
intersections). Santa Barbara County, as stated in the MCP, has established LOS B as the 
minimum acceptable LOS for street segment operations in the Montecito plan area 
(including the project site frontage), with a few exceptions including East Valley Road 
from Buena Vista to Sheffield Drive (west of the project site), where LOS C is 
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considered acceptable. Because East Valley Road (SR 192) is under Caltrans jurisdiction, 
the acceptable LOS for intersections is set by Caltrans and is currently LOS D. 

LOS was calculated for the A.M. and P.M. peak hour for the nearby portions of East 
Valley Road and Sheffield Drive using HCM methodology. Measured against the 
County’s LOS standards, East Valley Road and Sheffield Road near the proposed project 
driveways are acceptable and currently operate at LOS A during the A.M. and P.M. peak 
hours. 

3.10.2 Regulatory Setting 

3.10.2.1 California Department of Transportation 

The Caltrans Highway Design Manual (HDM) provides standards for roadway design 
and use (Caltrans 2010). The following topic and chapter are applicable to the proposed 
project: 

Chapter 400, Topic 405 – Intersection Design Standards. At design speeds of 50 
mph, which is the 85th percentile speed along East Valley Road (ATE 2010), the sight 
distance standard for stopping is 550 feet (Table 405.1A). This is applicable to Public 
Road Intersections, a designation chosen over the Private Driveway category in an 
effort to be conservative with regards to sight distance. 

Caltrans Encroachment Policies. Encroachment Permit Application Guide, January 
2009 which applies to SR 192 (East Valley Road): Requires activity that may 
encroach onto the State’s property to obtain an encroachment permit, including for:  

• Advertising Displays, holiday decorations, banners, or signs.  
• Frontage improvements: sidewalk, curb and gutter, mailbox, fencing, 

driveways, new road intersections, drainage facilities and erosion control.  
• Landscaping, planting, or modifying vegetation.  
• Miscellaneous activities: mowing, grading, excavations.  
• Utility installations.  

3.10.2.2 Local Plan Policies and Development Standards 

Montecito Community Plan: The MCP Circulation Element policies govern 
transportation planning and analysis in the Montecito Planning Area. Relevant policies 
from this plan include the following:  
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Policy CIRC-M-1.6: The minimally acceptable LOS on roadway segments and 
intersections in the Montecito Planning Area is "B." Exceptions to this are: 

Roadways: 

• East Valley Road/Buena Vista to Sheffield - LOS C is acceptable  
• Sycamore Canyon Road - LOS C is acceptable 
• Hot Springs Road/Sycamore Canyon to Coast Village - LOS D is acceptable 
• Olive Mill Road/Coast Village to Channel Drive - LOS C is acceptable 
• San Ysidro Road/East Valley Road to North Jameson - LOS C is acceptable 
• San Ysidro Road/North to South Jameson - LOS D is acceptable 

Intersections: 

• Hot Springs Road/East Valley Road - LOS C is acceptable 

Policy CIRC-M-1.4: The County shall strive to permit reasonable development of 
parcels within the community of Montecito based upon the policies and land use 
designations adopted in this Community Plan, while maintaining safe roadways and 
intersections that operate at acceptable levels. 

Policy CIRC-M-3.2: Land uses and densities shall reflect the desire of the community 
to maintain minor local roads (i.e., roads not classified in the Circulation Element) 
below acceptable capacities and LOS for designated roads. 

Policy CIRC-M-3.3: If, at any time, a traffic count accepted by the County Public 
Works Department determines that a local road (i.e., a road not designated on the 
Circulation Element) has an ADT count which exceeds 5,530 ADT, a review of land 
use densities and intersecting roadways of the surrounding area shall be conducted for 
possible inconsistencies with Circulation and Land Use goals and policies. (If 
appropriate, a road classification may be assigned to such a road after review and 
approval by the Board of Supervisors). 

Policy CIRC-M-3.6: It is the intent of the community to preserve and maintain mature 
landscaping within the road rights-of-way to the extent that it does not interfere 
significantly with motorized and non-motorized transportation safety.  

Policy CIRC-M-3.9: The County Public Works Department shall not grant new 
encroachment permits allowing the installation of structures, fences, walls, 
landscaping, etc. where the placement of such structures, fences, walls, landscaping, 
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etc. would preclude safe pedestrian access and/or adequate site distance in the public 
right-of-way. 

Policy CIRC-M-3.10: New Major Conditional Use Permits shall be required to 
demonstrate that the proposed use would not potentially result in traffic levels higher 
than those anticipated for that parcel by the Community Plan and its associated 
environmental documents. If higher traffic levels could potentially result from the 
proposed Major Conditional Use Permit, in order to approve the project, a finding 
must be made that: 

(1) The increase in traffic is not large enough to cause the affected roadways and/or 
intersections to exceed their designated acceptable capacity levels at build-out of 
the Community Plan, or 

(2) Road improvements included as part of the project description are consistent with 
the community plan and are adequate to fully offset the identified potential 
increase in traffic. 

Congestion Management Plan (CMP): The Santa Barbara Commission of Governments 
(SBCAG) is responsible for administration of the CMP. The CMP establishes a minimum 
level of service along roadways and intersections that are included in the CMP network, 
including all state highways. Construction vehicle trips are is exempt from the evaluation 
of CMP LOS deficiencies. SBCAG has developed a set of traffic impact thresholds to 
assess the impacts of land use decisions made by local jurisdictions on regional 
transportation facilities located within the CMP roadway system. 

3.10.3 Environmental Impacts 

3.10.3.1 Thresholds for Determining Significance 

Significance thresholds for determining transportation and traffic impacts were identified 
using the MCP, Santa Barbara County’s Environmental Thresholds of Significance, and 
the CEQA Guidelines. Because of project size and low traffic volumes, applicable 
thresholds are related more to safety and access rather than congestion. According to 
Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant 
impact on the environment if it would result in any of the following: 

1. Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of 
effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into account all 
modes of transportation including mass transit and non-motorized travel and 
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relevant components of the circulation system, including but not limited to 
intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and 
mass transit. 

2. Conflict with an applicable congestion management program, including, but not 
limited to level of service standards and travel demand measures, or other 
standards established by the county congestion management agency for 
designated roads or highways. 

3. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase in traffic 
levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety risks. 

4. Substantially increase hazards because of a design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment). 

5. Result in inadequate emergency access. 

According to relevant County thresholds, a significant traffic impact would occur when: 

• Project access to a major road or arterial road would require a driveway that 
would create an unsafe situation or require a new traffic signal or major revisions 
to an existing traffic signal.  

• Project adds traffic to a roadway that has design features (e.g., narrow width, 
roadside ditches, sharp curves, poor sight distance, inadequate pavement 
structure) or receives use which would be incompatible with substantial increases 
in traffic (e.g., rural roads with use by farm equipment, livestock, horseback 
riding, or residential roads with heavy pedestrian or recreational use, etc.) that 
will become potential safety problems with the addition of project or cumulative 
traffic.  

• Exceedance of the roadway’s designated Circulation Element Capacity may 
indicate the potential for the occurrence of the above impacts. 

Because East Valley Road is a CMP roadway, the following threshold also applies: 

• A significant traffic impact on a CMP network occurs if project-added traffic 
results in a decrease of two levels of service for any roadway or intersection 
operating at LOS A or B. 

Based on the MCP: 
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• A significant traffic impact occurs on a roadway segment when the future-with-
project daily volume exceeds the acceptable capacity or when a roadway does not 
meet the minimum LOS threshold. 

3.10.3.2 Impact Assessment Methodology 

The roadways and intersections included in the Traffic Impact Analysis were identified 
jointly by Amec Foster Wheeler and ATE based on the project’s potential to impact 
streets and roadways in the project area. The impacts of the proposed project related to 
traffic were evaluated by modeling trip generation, trip distribution, and trip assignment. 
Trip generation estimates the amount of project-added roadway traffic, which is then 
distributed for travel to and from the project site to specific street segments and 
intersections. Conditions were evaluated during the weekday A.M. and P.M. peak hour 
periods. The results of this analysis and subsequent LOS calculations were compared to 
existing traffic data flow to determine impacts. These analysis have been reviewed and 
confirmed based upon newer data where available (e.g., Caltrans 2013 traffic counts) and 
an assessment of potential changes in traffic volumes based on the lack of any substantial 
new development in eastern Montecito.  

The proposed project would generate a total of 32 ADT, with 11 of these trips occurring 
in the A.M. peak hour and the 3 trips in the  P.M. peak hour. These trip generation 
estimates were developed by ATE based on operational information provided by the 
MFPD since there are no published trip generation studies for fire stations. Trip 
generation calculations are provided in the Trip Generation Worksheet in Appendix I. 
The Traffic Impact Analysis conforms to standards in County of Santa Barbara 
guidelines. Although the Traffic Impact Analysis is more than two years old, both County 
Public Works Department transportation planning staff and ATE have confirmed that in 
the absence of substantial development in the project vicinity, updating the 2010 study is 
not warranted as no substantial changes in traffic volumes or conditions would have 
occurred.  

3.10.3.3 Mitigation Measures Included in the Proposed Project 

The applicant has proposed a series of mitigation measures that could reduce potential 
adverse effects of the project on transportation and traffic, and these measures have been 
incorporated into the project design and future operation:  

• Location of driveways/landscaping would ensure maximum line-of-sight along 
East Valley Road. 
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• Retention of all but three of the mature oaks along East Valley Road, and all 
mature oaks elsewhere within the project site. Trees would only be removed for 
construction of the eastern driveway and for safety reasons associated with 
adequate line-of-sight for vehicles entering from and exiting to East Valley Road. 

• A detailed landscaping and maintenance plan would be developed through 
consultation with adjacent property owners to maximize visual compatibility. The 
landscaping and maintenance plan would be designed to maintain line-of sight on 
East Valley Road.  

• Preparation of a construction traffic management plan including: 
• Acquisition of a Caltrans encroachment permit for construction traffic. 
• Preparation of haul truck access and routing plan with designated haul truck 

route when the receiver site is designated. 
• Acquisition of a County haul permit to the selected receiver site. 
• All trucks hauling export fill would be prohibited from operations during the 

peak hours (i.e., 7 to 9 am; 4 to 6 pm).  
• All haul trucks transporting excess fill offsite would be tarped or covered. 

3.10.3.4 Project Impacts 

Impact 
TT-1 The proposed project would result in adverse, but less than significant 

impacts associated with short-term construction-related increases in 
traffic volumes (Class III).  

The applicant has estimated that, over the course of the approximately 12 month 
construction period, approximately 20 workers per day would use East Valley Road and 
the project driveways to access the site, with two workers per privately-owned vehicle, 
generating an additional average of 20 ADTs. Approximately 15 daily delivery and/or 
haul trucks would add up to 45 ADTs; therefore, total construction trips would be equal 
to 65 ADTs during the peak construction periods over the estimated 12 month 
construction window. Contractors generally are expected to use smaller vehicles as 
delivery and haul trucks, but would occasionally use larger trucks, such as tractor trailers 
or cement trucks that would deliver construction equipment, structure steel and concrete. 
Up to 800 haul truck trips would also be required over the course of three months for 
export of the 8,000 cy of excavated soils not being re-used on site to a site determined to 
be acceptable at the time of construction. This would correspond to up to 30 additional 
daily round trips during the peak month of grading when the majority of soil export 
would occur. These haul trucks would be restricted by the provisions of the proposed 
construction management plan, including avoidance of peak hour traffic periods and any 
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provisions deemed necessary by the County to assure safe entry and egress to the site. If 
fill is to be transported out of the project vicinity, haul trucks would utilize East Valley 
Road and Sheffield Drive, and the maximum of 30 daily trips added to these roads would 
represent less than one percent of their daily traffic. Any receiver site for this fill would 
require pre-approval and must have adopted Best Management Practices to address issues 
with acceptance of such fill, including safe operation of haul trucks.   

This addition of construction-related project traffic would result in short-term, less than 
significant impacts to LOS at the East Valley Road/project driveway intersections, which 
is forecast to operate at LOS B during the A.M. and P.M. peak hours under existing plus 
construction traffic conditions, even with the incremental increase in traffic at this 
intersection since 2010 (i.e., a less than 5 percent increase). Similarly, the addition of up 
to 65 ADTs to East Valley Road in the project vicinity would not result in a degradation 
of existing East Valley Road operations as this roadway operates well within LOS A 
standards. Roadway operations would remain within County and Caltrans standards and 
no significant impacts are anticipated due to the short-term nature of construction. Short-
term construction traffic would not cause any congestion-related impacts. Therefore, 
impacts would be adverse, but less than significant (Class III).  

Impact 
TT-2 The proposed project would result in adverse, but less than significant 

impacts associated with long-term increases in traffic volumes (Class 
III).  

The proposed project’s 32 new ADT and 11 A.M. and 3 P.M. peak hour trips would not 
substantially increase area traffic volumes in relationship to existing flows on East Valley 
Road or Sheffield Drive (Table 3.10-1). The 2010 LOS for the study area was calculated 
assuming existing traffic conditions plus project traffic using the methodology outlined in 
the HCM (refer to Appendix I). Turning movement volumes are not projected to increase 
substantially in relation to existing capacity at the intersection of the project driveway 
and East Valley Road, and no other impacts to area intersections are anticipated due to 
low project traffic volumes. East Valley Road and Sheffield Drive would continue to 
operate at LOS A and the intersection of East Valley Road and Ortega Ridge Road would 
continue to operate at LOS A. The intersections of East Valley Road with Sheffield Drive 
and Romero Canyon Roads would continue to operate at LOS B with project-added  
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Table 3.10-1. Existing and Existing + Project Roadway Operations on East Valley 
Road and Sheffield Drive 

Roadway Segment Existing 
ADT/LOS 

Project Added 
Traffic 

Existing + Project 
ADT/LOS1 

Significant 
Impact? 

East Valley Road 2,620 ADT/ 
LOS A 32 ADT 2,652 ADT/ 

LOS A No 

Sheffield Drive 3,757 ADT 
LOS A 6 ADT 3,783 ADT/ 

LOS A No 

Ortega Ridge Road 1,100 ADT/ 
LOS A 0 ADT 1,100 ADT/ 

LOS A No 

1 Assumes 100 percent of project traffic would use East Valley Road, 20 percent would use Sheffield Drive, and 0 
percent would use Ortega Ridge Road. 

Source: California Department of Transportation 2014b; ATE 2010 (see Appendix I). 

traffic (refer to Appendix I), even with the estimated increase of 207 ADTs along these 
roads since 2010.2 The proposed project would not substantially increase demand for 
transit, pedestrian or bicycle facilities. The small number of turning movements at the site 
entrance would not result in a significant increase in risk to bicyclists or pedestrians 
utilizing the East Valley Road shoulder or proposed on-road shoulder trail. Conflicts 
between emergency vehicles and bicyclists/pedestrians during turning movements would 
be minimal as the bicyclists/pedestrians would be alerted by the vehicles’ sirens. Impacts 
would be adverse, but less than significant (Class III). 

Impact 
TT-3 The proposed project would create adverse, but less than significant 

access impacts at the new East Valley Road/project driveway 
intersections (Class III).  

A field review found that existing lines-of-sight from the location of the proposed Station 
3 driveways along East Valley Road are generally excellent, with the sight distance 
looking to the east on East Valley Road limited by a vertical curve on the road and the 
sight distance looking to the west limited by a horizontal curve at the bridge that crosses 
Romero Creek (Caltrans Bridge #51-110). In addition, utility poles and oak trees located 
along the north side of East Valley Road partially obstruct the view of approaching 
vehicles to the east and west of drivers exiting the site at both of the proposed driveways 
locations. However, with relocation of the utility poles, removal of three mature oaks for 
driveway construction and additional trimming of the trees, these potential obstructions to 

2 Approximately 10 percent of ADTs occur within the morning and evening peak hour periods each; the 
addition of 21 new peak hour trips to both the AM and PM peak hours would not impact these 
intersections, which would continue to operate at acceptable LOS.   
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sight lines can be addressed. Based on several field visits to the site by the EIR team in 
2014 and 2015, most recently on April 27, 2015, conditions remain similar to those 
described in this analysis. The sight distance analysis for each driveway is as follows. 

Eastern Driveway. Traffic using the eastern driveway would primarily include emergency 
vehicles and other MFPD vehicles. The sight distance looking to the east from this 
proposed driveway location is currently obstructed by a utility pole and oak trees. The 
utility pole would be relocated during project construction. The oak trees along the fence 
line just east of the driveway would be trimmed during project construction. Farther to 
the east, past the existing fire hydrant that is located just east of the proposed driveway, 
the oak trees that line the road would be trimmed up from ground level so that drivers can 
see under the canopies. The overhanging limbs would be trimmed (and the trimming 
maintained) to provide adequate sight distance. With these changes, there would be 
approximately 1,100 feet of sight distance looking east to the vertical curve on East 
Valley Road, which is double the 550 feet required by the Caltrans standards.3 

The sight distance looking to the west from the proposed eastern driveway is limited by 
overhanging limbs of three oak trees just to the west. The overhanging limbs would be 
trimmed (and the trimming maintained) to provide adequate sight distance. Assuming 
these changes, there would be approximately 1,025 feet of sight distance looking west to 
the horizontal curve on East Valley Road at the bridge, which nearly doubles the 550 feet 
required by the Caltrans standards. Therefore, impacts to traffic on East Valley Road 
from vehicles entering or exiting the eastern driveway would be less than significant 
(Class III). 

Western Driveway. Traffic at the western driveway would primarily include fire station 
employees and visitors as well as MFPD vehicles; emergency vehicles could use this 
driveway as well if necessary during emergency operations (e.g., wildfire). The sight 
distance looking to the east is obstructed by a utility pole, which the site plan shows 
would be relocated, as well as oak trees. There is a small grouping of scrub oaks (less 
than 1-foot diameter) along the fence line just east of the utility pole that would be 
removed or trimmed. Farther to the east, the oak trees that line the road would be 
trimmed up from ground level (and the trimming maintained) so that drivers can see 
under the canopies. Assuming these changes, there would be approximately 1,225 feet of 

3 Caltrans standards are based on a design speed of 40 mph for East Valley Road with a resulting lower 
sight distance standard; however, in order to maximize safety, the EIR analysis and supporting technical 
studies measured actual speeds and used the 85th percentile speed of vehicles traveling on the road (which 
is 49 MPH for westbound traffic and 47 MPH for eastbound traffic). 
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sight distance looking east to the vertical curve on East Valley Road, which more than 
doubles the 550 feet required by the Caltrans standards. 

The sight distance looking to the west from the proposed western driveway location is 
currently limited by the overhanging limbs of the oak trees that line the road. The 
overhanging limbs would be trimmed (and the trimming maintained) to provide adequate 
sight distance. The project as proposed includes a landscaping and maintenance plan 
designed to maintain line-of-sight on East Valley Road. Assuming these changes, there 
would be approximately 900 feet of sight distance looking west to the horizontal curve on 
East Valley Road at the bridge, which substantially exceeds the 550 feet required by the 
Caltrans standards. Therefore, impacts to traffic on East Valley Road from vehicles 
entering or exiting the western driveway would be less than significant (Class III). 

Impact 
TT-4 The proposed project would result in less than significant impacts to a 

Congestion Management Program (CMP) roadway (Class III). 

SBCAG has developed a set of traffic impact thresholds to assess the impacts of land use 
decisions made by local jurisdictions on regional transportation facilities located within 
the CMP roadway system. According to the CMP Land Use Analysis Program, projects 
that generate less than 500 ADTs and less than 50 peak hour trips are considered to be 
consistent with the CMP (SBCAG 2009). The proposed project would generate 32 ADT, 
11 A.M. peak hour trips, and 3 P.M. peak hour trips. Therefore, the proposed project 
would have a less than significant impact (Class III) to CMP facilities in the area. 

3.10.3.5 Cumulative Impacts 

Roadway Impacts 

According to the analysis in the MGMO SEIR, Sheffield Drive is forecast to carry 6,480 
ADTs and operate at LOS D in Year 2030. The proposed project would add 6 ADTs to 
the roadway, which equates to a net increase of 0.1 percent. Thus, the project would not 
generate cumulative impacts based on County thresholds. 

Also according to the MGMO SEIR, East Valley Road is forecast to carry 5,210 ADTs 
and operate at LOS A in Year 2030 (County of Santa Barbara 2010). The proposed 
project would add 32 ADTs to the roadway and the roadway would operate at LOS A 
under Cumulative + Project conditions. Thus, the project would not generate cumulative 
impacts based on County thresholds. 

3.10-16 Montecito Fire Protection District Station 3 Site Acquisition and Construction 
 Draft EIR 



 3.10 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC 

Intersection Impacts 

The intersection of East Valley Road and Sheffield Drive is forecast in the MGMO SEIR 
to operate at LOS B in the Year 2030 (County of Santa Barbara 2010), as shown in Table 
3.10-2. The proposed project would add 11 trips to the intersection during the A.M. peak 
hour and 3 trips during the P.M. peak hour. 

Table 3.10-2. Cumulative and Cumulative + Project LOS at the Intersections of East 
Valley Road/Sheffield Drive and East Valley Road/Ortega Ridge Road 

Peak Hour Cumulative LOS Cumulative + 
Project LOS 

Project-
Added Trips1 

Significant 
Impact? 

East Valley Road/Sheffield Drive 

A.M. B B 11 No 

P.M. B B 3 No 

East Valley Road/Ortega Ridge Road2 

A.M. A A 0 No 

P.M. A A 0 No 

1 These project-added trips represent ADT, which occur over the entire day (i.e., not just during the peak hours). 
2 Estimated by ATE based on professional experience and historic traffic counts. 
Source: ATE 2010 (see Appendix I). 

The project would not change LOS under cumulative conditions during peak hours. 
Therefore, the project would not generate cumulative impacts to the intersections of East 
Valley Road and Sheffield Drive or East Valley Road and Ortega Ridge Road based on 
County thresholds. Further, although the US Highway 101 widening project may increase 
side street volumes while under construction, substantial traffic is unlikely to be diverted 
as far from the freeway corridor as East Valley Road. Such impacts would be short-term 
during construction and low project traffic volumes would remain less than significant 
(Class III).  

3.10.3.6 Residual Impacts 

The proposed project would not substantially impact vehicular traffic along the roadways 
in the project vicinity. No mitigation measures would be required, and residual impacts to 
transportation and traffic from the proposed project would be less than significant.  
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