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Peter W. and Mike B. 

Photo by James Chen 

Ed’s Words News and Views and Bob  Rides Again! Pg. 2 

Curve Warnings Ahead, Martin on a Real Testride….. Pg. 3 & 4 

That Harvey is havin’ a time with his R,  Part Deux    “It Runs!” Pg.5 

“I only have time for a photo and smile (but that’s 1,000 words 

right?) “ Mike Mc Q. photo of new GS;   Ventura BMW 

Pg. 6 
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Ed’s Words 
 

I n case 

you 

missed it 

on-line, 

here’s a 

self por-

trait of us, 

Me, Phyl-

lis and 

Winslow at a very special place in the newly named Carrizo Na-

tional Plain Monument.  That little hill (Painted Rock) behind us is 

actually huge, it’s an optical illusion by camera.  You can actually 

walk inside of it and it’s noted in history that local Indians traveled 

there to place rock art.  You can still see the Indian paintings, 

pictographs, today but you now need a Permit! 

 

To the Carrizo riders;  

PS: I believe this area is closed for the season according to the 

info center. 

4/5/13 

J Chen 

   Have you noticed the size of motorcycle magazines lately?  

Welcome to the beginning of the riding and advertising season!  If 

you get the chance, go out and buy the April issue of Cycle 

World, you are in for a treat!  It’s a bit slanted towards dirt riding 

this month, all the better, for there is a write up on the new water 

cooled GS (and the history of earlier GS’s) and in a dirt bike com-

paro, my KLR is featured (they love that bike).  Also Jimmy Lewis 

is one of the contributors/rider…...internationally renowned dirt 

rider that is. 

   A bit of sad news, a British Motor journalist succumbed to his 

injuries in South Africa during a test ride of the new GS  spon-

sored by BMW.  A theory is that his attention, while riding about 

60 mph on a dirt road, was diverted for just a moment when he 

lost control.  Of course there are those reporting the bike is un-

safe, in certain conditions, i.e., speed, road condition, rpm’s com-

bined, sends the bike into an uncontrollable tank slapper and it’s 

all over! 

   I touched on a bit about the new motor and trans last month 

here’s a bit about the other stuff.  There are 3 major Electronic 

items , ABS, ASC and Dynamic ESA.  We already know about 

ABS so, ASC is really a Traction Control System and ESA oper-

ates the shocks, more to follow. 

   You know I am crazy about the new GS but I am not ready to 

buy before June, so it looks like I will be buying mine from BMW 

of Hollywood  on Santa Monica Blvd. 

S o, you asked about rides. Late-

ly my BMW and I have taken 

slower, shorter  rides; local rides of 

exploration, of re-acquaintance with 

our urban and rural areas rather 

than maximizing the machine’s ca-

pacity for speed and agility---neither 

type of ride is preferable as each has its place. 

 

 1.) We rode to Ojai for breakfast at the Ojai Café Empori-

um then scooted down to Santa Paula after exploring side 

roads in upper Ojai. South of Santa Paula we joined South 

Mountain Road until Balcolm Canyon and then zoomed 

some over rural roads west of Moorpark and north of 

Highway 118. We crossed over the 101 and checked out 

our own well-settled state college; CSUCI. We then took 

Potrero Road all the way into Westlake and then home. 

  

2.) We rode western Ventura County, taking each road 

closest to the ocean. We could not remember the last time 

we were at the Silver Strand or Hollywood Beach. These 

areas are now dressed up. WOW. We also just love the 

BMW auto lot south of Hueneme Road near the Ormand 

Beach generating plant. The attached photo is up Deer 

Creek Road looking at what I think is Boney Mountain in 

the Santa Monica Mountains. 

  

3.) And, as it is spring, Lee Husband and his GS joined us 

to take a day trip in the Santa Barbara/Santa Ynez area 

following every possible side road towards Happy Can-

yon, Davy Brown campground and Figueroa Mountain. 

Lunch in Los Olivos ended a great day. 

Bob Phinney Does Local Riding 
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  Lets take our Central Coast , 
stretch the area between the 
ocean and the mountains to 
make room for foothills, more 
coastal mountains and squeeze 
the Sierras and Yosemite in as 
well. 
  Get some Spanish road builders 
drunk on Vino Tinto and let them 
built some awesome roads with a 
lot of turns, curves, corners and 

switchbacks.  That's how you can imagine Andalusia in 
Spain. 
  
    The German Magazine Motorrad offered a four day 
guided tour with 14 brand new motorcycles of different 
types and models in the back country City of Malaga 
    
  The line-up for 2013 Motorrad Test ride Andalusia was : 
  BMW G650GS,  Triumph Tiger 800, Triumph Tiger 800 
XC, BMW F 800GS, BMW F 800 R, Kawasaki Z 800,  Ka-
wasaki Versys 1000, Triumph Street Triple, Triumph 
Speed Triple, Triumph Tiger 1050, Triumph Tiger Explor-
er,  Ducati Multistrada S Touring, BMW R 1200 R, and a 
BMW K 1600 GT  (Photos in order Ed.) 

   
    I arrived a day early in Malaga 
and had some time to stretch my 
legs and do some sightseeing, 
but what I really wanted to see 
after that long travel where all 
those bikes. 
  During the day the other partici-
pants arrived and in the evening 

we had dinner together. We were a group of ten riders 
plus Nico our tour guide and Andrea his wife.  After dinner 
Nico gave us a short briefing and finally let us downstairs 
into the basement garage where all the bikes where 
locked up. You can imagine some kids in a candy store 
that how we felt.  We really were excited now and spent 
the rest of the evening to get to know each other with the 
help of some beer and vino. 
  
  Next morning everyone was on time and each of us got 
assigned a bike for the first two hours until the coffee 
break. We switched bikes at lunch and another coffee 
break so that each rider had 
the chance to ride four differ-
ent bikes in a day.  The bikes 
were lined up with the small-
est the BMW G 650 going first 
and the big K 1600 GT going 
last.  Nico instructed us to 
stay in this order and not to 

pass each other to make it a safe 
ride. First a few riders were con-
cerned that it would be a slow 
ride, but soon we were in the 
foothills and Nico lead with a nice 
sporty but controlled speed. Eve-
ryone had a great time and the 

scenery and roads were stunning. In the afternoon it start-
ed to rain and would stay on and off for the next days. 
Climbing up the mountains close to the Spanish Sierra 
Nevada's the temperature dropped and the mountain tops 
still had some snow.  I was very happy with my new riding 
suit. It kept dry and with a fleece liner it was warm enough. 
Only my winter gloves caved and got soaked the first day 
but dried up fast.  Most roads were narrow two lane or sin-
gle lane paved roads with one turn after the other , climb-
ing and dropping constantly in elevation. 
  
    I started with the Triumph Tiger 800 and after that the 
Tiger 800 XC.  Right away me and the other riders found 
out what is important for them about a bike:  the torque, 
the feel of the engine, ergonomics, the sound.. For me it 
was with most of the bikes the throttle control. With some 
of the bikes it was hard to get a 
smooth transition from on to off 
throttle, " Lastwechsel" is the 
German term and can make for a 
jerky ride.  Other than that the 
Tiger XC and also the larger 
TIger 1050 and 1200 Adventure 
were nice bikes with an upright 
seating position, easy handling and a great three cylinder 
engine.  Of the other " adventure tourers"  the Kawasaki  
Versys 1000 surprised everyone. Named the most ugliest 
bike in our group it was a smooth, well balanced and easy 
handling bike.  A lot of expectations were put on the 
Ducati Multistrada S Touring.  To find the right order of 
buttons to start and select a ride modus added some ex-
citement, lucky for us one of our fellow riders owned one 
and helped us out.  
    Out on the road the opinions were divided and in close 
comparison to other bikes in that category the Multistrada 
was not a stand out.  Now I'm not a fan of sport bikes and 
our line-up had a few models that I did not care about. 
 Alone to wrap my long frame into a brezel like shape just 
to sit on one of these machine did not appeal to me at all. 
 But I kept an open mind when it was my turn to ride the 
Kawasaki Z 800. To my surprise the fit was not to bad. 
sure my legs were folded up tighter then I'm used too but it 
was not too uncomfortable. The shape of the tank makes 
you fit right in the machine and the forward and low han-
dlebar made for an active riding position.  The sound and 
smoothness of the engine was amazing!  If I could have 
only cranked it up more but the rain really came down 
hard and the roads were still very twisty.  In the following 
days I had a chance to ride also the Triumph Speed and 
Street Triples both sport bikes as well. One of the high-
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Curvas Perigrosas 

By Marten Wallker 

http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=triumph+tiger+800+xc&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dtriumph%2Btiger%2B800%2Bxc%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=bmw+f+800r&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dbmw%2Bf%2B800r%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D15527%26chn%3Dretail%


 

 

 lights was to ride the Speed Triple up the highway from the 
coast  to the town of Ronda.  This two lane highway with long 
curves through the mountains was perfect for that kind of bike. 
Of the sport bikes only the BMW F 800 R disappointed. With a 
great two cylinder engine it was just a shame that no one was 
able to get this bike smooth through a turn, maybe with differ-
ent tires it would hold the line while cornering better. For me 
riding a BMW R100 R for the past few years the climb up to 

the R 1200 R should be natural, so I thought.  And yes the engine and throttle response felt right at 
home. But what is that Jerk everyone felt when opening the throttle?  Felt like too big of a flywheel 
jerking the rear wheel from under you. We came to the conclusion that this bike needed some tune 
up and suspension set up because again none of us was able to ride it smoothly on the straights 
and around a turn and that with one of our riders owning one of these bikes. 
    By the time the last day came we had one rider slide out his bike in a corner, two bikes were 

dropped while standing at a stop and a few bikes fishtailed on the wet slippery roads. Nothing serious, nobody got hurt, 
all the bikes were able to ride again and the minor scratches and blemishes were covered by the 1500 Euro deposit 
each rider had to put down. 

    So far I had avoided the big, mighty BMW K1600 GT . Still fresh were those memories of crash-
ing one two years ago in the Alps. It was the last ride of the last day and an easy ride back to the 
hotel when I took her on.  And that bike sure is really building confidence back fast.   Like a flying 
carpet, nimble and always in control it was gliding through the scenery.  If I was looking for a large 
Touring bike that would be my choice.  But my heart and mind was set for a lightweight bike that 
would be able to travel on dirt roads.  From the beginning I wanted to test the BMW G650GS and 
on day three I was able to ride that bike three times in a row.  This bike was set up a little too low 

for me but that did not take away the fun I had riding it.  I was riding right behind our tour guide who put on a great pace 
over some great curvy roads.  Flicking this light bike thru the turns, accelerating out of corners the single 650cc was a 
hoot and by the end of the day I had a hard time getting my helmet off because of my big silly smile!  I for sure will get 

me one of these! 
    Over the days we all got to know each other and talked a lot of bike talk. What we all agreed 
on was reading test reports is a waste of time, better to put some money down and  ride a bike or 
even better similar bikes to compare it to. 
 Only a few of the bikes we tested worked for everyone Triumph Tiger 800 XC, Kawasaki Versys 
1000 and maybe the BMW K1600  were the ones each of us could agree on.  But each rider is 
different in what he or she feels is comfortable, the way the bike is used and at the end of the ride 
one could get real excited about a certain bike!  At this Test ride we had a chance to experience 

that for our self. 
   The four days of riding went by fast . It was a good feeling to be in a group of like minded people 
and at the end we got to know each other. We did not see enough of the country but what we saw 
was beautiful and the people were great.  After the 2011 Alpenmaster Tour, this was my second 
Testride with the Motorrad team, I have a feeling it will not be my last 
  

 Marten Walkker 
 
 BMW 92 R100R, 86 K100RS,  
65 R 60/2 (G650GS !?!?) 
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Curvas Perigrosas, con’d  

By Marten Wallker 

http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=bmwf800r&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dbmwf800r%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D15527%26chn%3Dretail%26ver%3D
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=kawasaki+z800&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dkawasaki%2Bz800%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D15527%26chn%3Dret
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=kawasaki+versys+1000&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fq%3Dkawasaki%2Bversys%2B1000%26geo%3DUS%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D1
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=triumph+speed+triple&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dtriumph%2Bspeed%2Btriple%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D1
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=triumph+tiger+1050&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dtriumph%2Btiger%2B1050%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D15527
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=triumph+tiger+explorer&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dtriumph%2Btiger%2Bexplorer%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=ducati+multistrada+s+touring&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dducati%2Bmultistrada%2Bs%2Btouring%26prt%3D360%26loca
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=bmw+r1200r&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dbmw%2Br1200r%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D15527%26chn%3Dretail%26
http://nortonsafe.search.ask.com/picdetails?geo=US&prt=360&locale=en_US&o=15527&ver=20&chn=retail&q=bmw+k1600gt&surl=http%3A%2F%2Fnortonsafe.search.ask.com%2Fpictures%3Fgeo%3DUS%26q%3Dbmw%2Bk1600gt%26prt%3D360%26locale%3Den_US%26o%3D15527%26chn%3Dretail%


 

 

 

Headed towards Ouray 

2013 

          April 15, Club Meeting at Cody’s. Come out early and have a nice dinner with us! 

          April 26-27-28 Corsa Moto Classica, by Toyota at Willow Springs, Rosamond 

         July 18—21, 40th Annual BMWMOA International Motorcycle Rally  They expect about 5500 attendees, will you be one 

of the them? 

         July 19—21, United States Grand Prix MotoGP at Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA.  

         Here is your chance to contribute to our BMW Club!  The Club needs a New Editor starting with the 2013 July issue.  

Will help with how to get a newsletter up and you have over 2 months to think about it.  It is fun to do! 

Keep Jim Rowley and send some great thoughts to him and his family 

. 
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A fter checking the fault codes 
and safety switches, the 

dealer did not find any problems 
(other than it wouldn’t run), and 
returned the bike to me. Their 
"best guess" was a bad Hall sen-
sor. 

 

I re-examined the sensor. Even 
though it had tested OK with and without heat earlier, I 
found considerable online commentary about the possi-
bility of hidden wiring insulation damage. Sure enough, 
when I opened the outer casing of the cable, I found that 
the insulation on the individual wires right at their splices 
by the sensors (there are actually two) had become brittle 
and had cracked. In fact, it crumbled and fell away from 
the wires as I handled them. Apparently, the insulation 
used up to about 2001 did not hold up well in the heat it 
experienced when mounted against the engine block. 
BMW (Bosch) upgraded it in later years. 

 

I bought a new Hall sensor with upgraded teflon insula-
tion from Euro Motoelectrics and installed and timed it. 
The engine fired up on the first cycle and runs beautifully. 

 

It’s good to be riding again, the withdrawals were getting 
to me. 

 

Harvey 

Santa Barbara BMW Riders Today 

“It Runs!” 

By Harvey  Rawn 

The photo enlarged enough for ya??, Ed 



 

 

VISIT OUR SPONSOR 

DAVE’S SPORT CYCLE PACIFIC 

627 N. SALSIPUEDES, near ORTEGA PARK 

805/ 966-6508 

Now closed on Sunday and  Monday 

Tu - Fri 8-6 and Sat 8-4. 

 

Santa Barbara bmw riders, inc.,  APRIL 1ST 2013  newsletter 

John W. White, Editor. Email: jwawhite@hotmail.com, Phone: 805/ 487-0767. Last Minute Press; Phyllis A. White, Proof Reader 

 

Photo by Mike McQ. 

2013 New GS 

Photo by James Chen. 


