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Last Year’s Ride to Carrizo Plain National Monument 

Photo by James Chen 

 

John, James, David, Peter and Mike 
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Ed’s Words 

E nds and Odds  tonight, in honor of 

Club 165 Member Fito let’s put on 

some Canned Heat and rock a bit, 

shall we? 

Do you remember the comic duo 

Cheech and Chong?  About their sum-

mer vacation report/routine in the class-

room?  “The first day of my summer 

vacation I woke up... On the second day 

of my summer vacation I woke up...”  

and repeat.  Well, we do more! 

Yes, this is the Summer Travelin’ Issue 

wherein I asked our fellow riding members, “What’s up for your 

Summer Riding this year?”  Read the issue for some of the 

responses!   

Tony always coming through with his bike traveling in Quincy 

Part II, and Harvey with his electrical gremlin, I want to know 

now what is going on there??    

A short bit about the new GS, with it’s new stuff, has more 

horsepower with cleaner emissions too.  The electronics can 

control the motorcycle operation and even work the shocks for 

you on the fly, no more hand adjustments cranking the shock 

knobs…..even comes with a scroller on the inboard of the left 

grip (if you want it) for the onboard GPS.  Would you believe a 

wet clutch?? On the front of the engine??  Yes! 

Trying to catch up on my motorcycle magazines, some inter-

esting items coming along.  Has anyone ever told you that you 

have “mush for brains?”  They are not far off, our brains are 

jello and during a get off with a head bang a lot of damage 

can occur to it.  There is a new helmet design coming along 

which attempts to absorb even more of the impact.  Briefly, the 

surface of the helmet incorporates an outer layer that will actu-

ally give and rotate a bit to lessen the impact to the brain!   

Have you noticed a resurgence in Rat and/or Café Racers 

around So. Cal?  Love seeing those bobbed fenders with no 

passenger seats, looks like the rider is sitting on the rear 

wheel...even old timey helmets, bright and gold Bell full face 

(and chin ) helmets with these huge silver metal flakes spar-

kling in the sun. How about some of those ape hangers? I 

watch riders try and maneuver those machines on the road.  I 

don’t think control is as good as it could be with their arms up 

in the sky.  How about when you come up on a squid and no-

tice all the body plastic is gone?  Tennis shoes, tank tops? 

Some bikes just 

don’t come off 

like naked 

Ducati's, do 

they? 

 

 

W ith daylight saving giving us longer 
days, my thoughts are on riding.   

 
The days of canceled rides due to bad weather 
are hopefully behind us.  The monthly meetings 
are growing in size with lots of rides being dis-
cussed.  (This year’s Carrizo ride cancelled, Ed.) 
 
I'd like to welcome our newest members, Veroni-
ca Hansuld (my girlfriend ;-), Mike Neil, Dan 
Secord and Duncan Badine.   
 
Duncan has given us a challenge.   According to 
Duncan becoming a member is a right of pas-
sage, and deserves some ceremonial act. If any-

one has ideas, good, bad, or just interesting, I'd like to hear. 
 
Maybe we have an initiation day where new members, feeling 
the need for initiation, can clean the bikes of any member that 
attends.  Could be fun way to for new members to get to know 
us and our bikes.  Just a thought. 
  

El President 
Michael Kramer 

Prez’s Words 

F or our summer plans John and I are planning to go to the 

BMWMOA International Rally in Salem, OR.  We will be 

taking our bikes, but due to health issues on both our parts we 

will most likely be taking them in the trailer you see above (this 

lets us take Nick too!).  Since we are both retired now and have 

the time to go a bit early we are thinking of volunteering at the 

rally, which is something we haven’t done before.  Maybe in 

‘Registration’ or, as you all know, I enjoy selling 50/50 tickets!  

I’m sure we’ll get some riding in there somewhere too. 

After the rally we are heading northeast to Coeur d'Alene, ID to 

see some friends of ours for about a week.  Maybe a bike ride up 

north to Sandpoint or around the lake. 

Then it’s back west to Anacortes, WA (about 90mi north of Seat-

tle).  We’ll be taking the ferry to Orcas Island (part of the San Juan 

Islands) to visit one of my childhood girlfriends that I haven’t seen 

in 30 years.  The trailer, and unfortunately the bikes, will be stay-

ing on the mainland as it’s too expensive on the ferry.  We’ll take 

the truck and Nick and be spending a couple nights in a State 

Park tent campground. 

Then it’s back home in no big hurry.   

Phyllis 
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Hello John and fellow 
BMW members 
 
 

Y ou asked what 
am I riding this 

summer? Unfortunately 
I  won't be riding much this summer.  My 
band is fully booked for all kinds of festivals 
and concerts but ....the good news is that 
we are Headlining the National BMW 
Rally in Salem, Oregon on the 18th of 
July.  I hope to see some of you there. I 
wanted to ride there but my manager 
booked the band on Peoria Il the next day 
after the rally concert, so I'll have to fly . I 
wrote an article entitled "The Boxers and 
the Boogie" about my life's long passion for 
BMW bikes and drumming. It was featured 
in the BMW ON magazine  Oct 2012, and it 
got us the booking for the festival . 
We'll Boogie for you, ride safely 
 

Fito de la Parra 
 
PS you asked what am I riding ? 
Well, I have three boxers: 
1987 R65 
1996 R100RS 
2002 R1150R 
 
I love them all .. 
 
Fito, Back Stage Passes for Club 
165? ,Ed. 

 

   Good morning 

John, 

   I am making 

plans to ride to the 

BMW National 

Rally this summer, 

and hope to ride 

there with my dear 

friends George 

Fong and Don Lim, 

two riding partners, 

who reside in San Francisco.   Depending 

on what George decides to ride, I'll be rid-

ing either, one of my RT's or one  

 

of the GS's.  We may have to rough it, if 

Fong wants to ride in the gravel.  George 

has as many bikes as I, so we haven't de-

cided as of yet.  But one thing is sure, it will 

be an air-head, and it will be fun.  My other 

really close friend and "brother",  FITO, will 

surprise all of you, by showing up this year 

to play and perform for the crowd, with his 

band  "Canned Heat".  I've been trying 

to  get him to go to a rally for years, but 

he's always in Europe playing through most 

of the summer months, so I'll finally have 

him at a BMW National, to hang out with, at 

the Air Head Central.  Should be a grand 

party, and we hope to see a bunch of you 

there.  Fong also teaches MSF courses 

there, so be sure to say hello to him.   

       Hope to see you there,  

Patrick "Air Meister" Lander......... 

 

 

M 
ostly my 
desire is to 
watch the 
odo click off 
miles for a 
couple of 
months. I 
have unfin-
ished busi-
ness up in 
Alaska and 
in the east. 
But those 
destinations 

will be dictated by weather and mood. At 
the moment what has the most appeal to 
me is simply breaking camp from where 
ever and some time around noon look at 
the weather and the campground app, pick 
a spot for the night and go that direction. 
The following day simply repeat.  
Keeping it simple & expectations low. 
 

Michael Shapiro aka Shap 
 

 

M y 1996 R1100GS turns 17 this 

spring. If he were a student, he 

would be graduating from high school this 

June. As a graduation gift, we are taking 

some trips. Of utmost excitement is anoth-

er run through the passes of the Sierra 

Nevada; a bit more leisurely than the last 

one.  

 For our first practice, we’ll try some runs 

around the twisty roads in the Malibu hills 

and others in Santa Barbara County. The 

GS says his favorite road in the SB area is 

Foxen Canyon; he is always happy when 

we ride that one.  

 His owner graduated from Banning High 

school 50 years ago, so a trip to eastern 

Southern California is in the cards.  Up to 

Idyllwild and around the Palms to Pines 

highway is always a sight-filled journey with 

twisties galore.  

 One of his older human brothers will be 

spending many months at the language 

institute in Monterrey so a visit or two will 

involve more trips up the coast and over 

the Nacimiento-Fergusson road. The road 

down Carmel Valley dropping out in Green-

field will give us both some work as well. 

The GS also loves the Old Creek–Santa 

Rosa connector into Cambria.  

 Then it is off to the Sierra. As another of 

his older brothers will become a father in 

mid-summer in Korea, funding for more 

extensive trips is problematic, so California 

roads will do. And from our experience, 

that is more than good enough.  

 

Bob Phinney 

Santa Barbara BMW Riders Today 



 

 

 

      

Q uincy’s Fairground is 

well designed for a rally; 

lots of grassy areas for tents 

in addition to the requisite 

buildings and gathering 

spots.  We camp in a pole barn where the tents are set on flat 

dirt but the bikes are parked on concrete.  It’s nice to have the 

barn roof keep the dew 

off the tents as well as 

afternoon shade.  (Where 

is our SBBMWR banner?  

We displayed our colors 

at the earlier rallies and 

will need it for the Nation-

al this summer.)   The 

rally organizers have a 

good selection of talks and discussions planned for Friday and 

Saturday afternoons and evenings, no movie though.  This is 

OK as I usually fell asleep during those anyway.  Enough ven-

dors are there to talk up and supply us with the basic camping/

riding stuff.  There is plenty to do at the rally itself in addition to 

riding the area.  For an interesting day destination, Portola had a 

good train museum.  We see and talk with friends we’ve met 

over the years at Quincy.  Neither one of us wins anything at the 

closing ceremony, oh well that hardly matters. 

     After the Sunday breakfast we finish packing the bikes and 

ride out north around Lake Almanor.  Highway 89 twists along 

the Indian Creek for many miles before the Lake.  Even though 

the elevation is rela-

tively low (in the 3300’ 

range) the heavy for-

est makes it seem we 

are high in the moun-

tains.  We fill up the 

bikes with gas in Red 

Bluff and change rid-

ing gear as it is warm-

ing up.  The next 140 

miles are the hills and curves of highway 36, followed by the 

tight turns of Highway 1 from 101 out to the coast.  Sunshine, 

pleasant temps, no wind, I really don’t care how long it takes to 

get to Manchester State Beach which is where we’ll camp for 

the night.  We stop for about an hour break along Highway 101 

at the Humboldt Redwoods State Park.  They have a nice visi-

tors’ center and trails through the redwoods which get to walk 

for a bit.  There are lots of places we ride through 

this day that I’d like to spend time in, some other 

time.  Highway 1 goes through several towns as opposed to the 

portion of the highway below Monterey, but it is still an excellent 

and interesting ride.   Our planned stop for the night, Manches-

ter State Beach, is closed for the sea-

son so we stay at the adjacent KOA.  A 

benefit of the KOA is the large outdoor 

covered kitchen and eating area that 

we use to prep and have dinner.  Three 

people who are finishing a several day 

trip are making their dinner at the same time.  They need to 

cook all their food which is more that they want and offer us 

lobster and steak.  OK.  We also talk with a small group of peo-

ple who are on a bicycle trip.  We like this communal kitchen.  

     The next morning I walk out 

to the beach, much more rug-

ged that what is in So. Cal.  The 

fog line is right at the edge of 

the ocean which makes for an 

interesting lighting effect.  Drift-

wood here is tree sized logs 

with some smaller wood mixed in.  No one else is on the beach, 

not a soul, kinda nice.   

     We ride south on 1 to Tomales Bay where we stop for lunch 

and turn inland to pick up the 101 and cross the Golden Gate 

Bridge.  The view up when crossing the bridge is as good as the 

views of the City 

and Bay, although 

it’s a little challeng-

ing to ride straight 

while looking up at 

the structure.   Sky-

line drive straddles 

the ridge between 

the coast and High-

way 280.  For thirty 

three miles we ride the winding two-lane through redwood for-

ests before dropping back into the masses at Saratoga.  From 

here we slab it back home, arriving right at dark.   

     It was a good rally mixed in with excellent riding and camp-

ing.  I’m looking forward to next year.  Tony 
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Headed towards Ouray 

2013 

March 16th, One World, One R1200GS, American leg wrap-up of ’round the world’ tour is coming to RawHyde Adven-

tures ranch in Castaic, noon to 6pm.  See and hear the new R1200GS, door prizes, awards, food and soft drinks.  More 

info at www.rawhyde-offroad.com  

          March 18th, Club Meeting at Cody’s 

         July 18—21, 40th Annual BMWMOA International Motorcycle Rally  They expect about 5500 attendees, will you be one 

of the them? 

         July 19—21, United States Grand Prix MotoGP at Laguna Seca, Monterey, CA.  

         Here is your chance to contribute to our BMW Club!  The Club needs a New Editor starting with the 2013 July issue.  

Will help with how to get a newsletter up and you have over 3 months to think about it.  It is fun to do! 

. 
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W hy doesn’t it run? 

My R1150R stopped running on January 27. I’m still try-

ing to figure out why. 

I’d gone about four miles from home to meet John White and 

continue to Marten Walkker’s tech day when my bike stopped 

running just like I’d hit the kill switch. I coasted to a stop and fid-

dled with the kill switch. It started again, ran another mile, quit 

again, and hasn’t run since. 

With the bike back home courtesy of the AARP Traveline towing 

service, I started researching possible causes and diagnosing 

the problem. Besides my manual, I used good online resources 

at R1150R.net, ADVrider.com, and other sources. 

The engine would crank but not fire except for an occasional 

backfire. I checked the side stand, clutch, and kill switches and 

all seemed to operate normally. Pulled the plugs and observing 

them sparking. Pulled the injectors and saw them spraying. Re-

moved and tested the Hall sensors. Removed and measured 

resistance in the coil. It seemed weak, so I bought a replacement 

from the dealer. However the new one measured the same, so I 

returned it and reinstalled the old one.  

I had no way to test the fuel pump, so I took the tank to Dave’s in 

Santa Barbara where Lee pulled and tested the pump and in-

stalled a new fuel filter. With the tank back on the bike, I checked 

the fuel flow after the regulator to be sure it wasn’t blocked. Lee 

had suggested that the timing chain might have slipped a cog, so 

I confirmed that the valves operated normally when the flywheel 

was at TDC. I found my old compression tester and confirmed 

that it has good and equal pressure in both cylinders. 

So, the bike had air, fuel, spark, and compression. Why didn’t it 

run? Some kind of electrical gremlin seemed a likely culprit, but 

chasing electrical problems is above my pay grade.  

Chris Cohea, a local independent certified BMW mechanic, was 

interested in taking on the diagnosis. He thought that a rat might 

have chewed through some insulation and shorted a critical cir-

cuit. We loaded the bike in his trailer last Tuesday for transport to 

his shop in Camarillo. He checked it out as thoroughly as was 

possible without computerized diagnostic equipment but the an-

swer remained undiscovered. 

Yesterday, we arranged for BMW of Ventura to take the bike to 

the dealership. Next week, they will check the motronic’s fault 

codes and all safety interlock switches.  

The mystery continues…Harvey 

Santa Barbara BMW Riders Today 

New GS water cooled Head 



 

 

VISIT OUR SPONSOR 

DAVE’S SPORT CYCLE PACIFIC 

627 N. SALSIPUEDES, near ORTEGA PARK 

805/ 966-6508 

Now closed on Sunday and  Monday 

Tu - Fri 8-6 and Sat 8-4. 

P hyllis and I took a day and drove over to Long Beach and took in the yearly Long Beach 
Motorcycle Show.  Just wow, wow and wow about the almost all-new GS for 2013!  There 

is a lot of new stuff that I’ll tell you about, let’s start just with the motor.  Remember how an “old R” 
motor looks?, with the alternator standing above the motor and the transmission hanging off the 
back?  “Imagine if you will” that the motor has been squished from top to bottom and front to back!!  
The alternator now rests just above the cases and the transmission has collapsed into the cas-
es...think about a change in center of gravity and also with all the weight concentrated.  Do you 
remember how your shins would sometimes hit the injectors?  Well, no more, look at the photo, 
now the injectors are mounted at the top of the heads, further the exhaust is no longer in front of 
the head but mounted at the 8 o’clock position.  Some reservations, are the current R cases split 
vertically?  They are on this one, remember how the old bikes, 60’s, with vert slit cases leaked oil?  
Today we have little run-ins with the Air Heads vs. Oil heads will this now result in another faction 
Water Heads?  Yes you read that correctly, the new GS is now water cooled.  The radiators are 
just behind the silver covers and water flows first to the hottest areas, combustion and exhaust 
valves, there are still fins large in width and spaced.  Back to the trans, notice anything else unusu-
al in the photo?  The swing arm and muffler have be swapped, BMW design team thought a lot of 
us were burning our riding suits while mounting/dismounting or just by pushing the bike.  The 
swing arm has also been extended and this will give you a better ride, longer wheel base.  The tail 
section is now bolted to the main trellis frame— this will help in changing out a bent sub frame, 

don’t ask.  John           Prayers for Jim, Lisa and Rowley Family in these difficult times  

Santa Barbara bmw riders, inc.,  march 2013  newsletter 

John W. White, Editor. Email: jwawhite@hotmail.com, Phone: 805/ 487-0767. Last Minute Press; Phyllis A. White, Proof Reader 

Dear John: 

 

T hanks for call-

ing me on the 

phone the other night 

and being so dedicated 

to the BMW newsletter. 

Please find enclosed a 

picture we took of our 

"Patent Pending" three-

some vehicle. I am 

hoping that this gets 

approved before sum-

mer time so the girls 

and I can finally go on a 

ride together, a very 

slow ride of course ;) 

I would prefer this 

method over a side car 

this way I will still be 

able to lean into the 

corners  ;-) 
Best wishes, 

 

Dagi and Gang 


