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Please join us for our February speaker meeting on Zoom!  Meet the speaker in person at dinner 
after the talk and visit a nearby pharmacy to spot homeopathic remedies… 
 

Pseudoscience and the Law: Why Doesn't the 
Government Stop the Charlatans? 

Our Program: 
The legal climate has become more hostile to the rights of 
nonbelievers, with additional privilege being granted to the 
religious.  
 
Nick Little, attorney for the Center for Inquiry (CFI), will discuss how 
this changing environment impacts the cases that can be brought 
forward, and how the Center For Inquiry has expanded its scope to 
challenge pseudoscience through the courts. 
 
Nick Little has filed CFI’s groundbreaking consumer protection suit 
against CVS stores for their deceptive marketing of homeopathic 
products. CFI is also suing Boiron, the world’s largest homeopathic 
manufacturer, as well as the FDA to access information regarding 
homeopathy which the agency is refusing to release under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 
 
CFI's ongoing lawsuits against retailers and manufacturers of homeopathic products raises a whole 
host of questions, including why the government isn't doing more to protect us from this kind of 
nonsense.  

 
Our Speaker: Nicholas Little is vice president, general counsel, and legal director of the Center for 
Inquiry. As CFI’s attorney, he supervises the Center’s litigation. In the area of separation of church 
and state and the protection of the rights of nonbelievers, he has brought multiple suits to require 
states to permit secular wedding celebrants. Educated at Oxford University, the University of 
Warwick, and Vanderbilt University Law School, Little seeks to keep CFI involved in cutting-edge 
litigation to further its mission of a secular society based on reason, science, and humanist values. 
 
When: Saturday February 11, 3:00 p.m. PST 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833.  
 

Special Event:  Join Nick Little (CFI), Jim Underdown (CFI West), Dr. William Meller (Med Center) 

along with HSSB and CFI friends for dinner at Rusty’s Pizza Parlor, 232 West Carrillo Street, Santa 
Barbara on February 11 at 5:00 p.m. after the Zoom presentation, followed by a visit to a local drug 
store to learn how to distinguish homeopathic remedies from FDA-approved treatments. Questions 
about the dinner? Ask Judy Fontana at judithannfontana@yahoo.com. All critical thinkers welcome!
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Nick Little 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833
mailto:judithannfontana@yahoo.com
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
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Eugenie Scott – Why Creationism May 
Come Back to Our Schools 

By Robert Bernstein 

1-21-23 
HSSB President Judy Flattery began her 
introduction by noting the relevance of this 
issue to the Affirmations of Humanism by Paul 
Kurtz.  
 
Four Affirmations are relevant: 
• We are committed to the application of 

reason and science to the understanding of 
the universe and to the solving of human 
problems. 

• We deplore efforts to denigrate human 
intelligence, to seek to explain the world in 
supernatural terms, and to look outside 
nature for salvation. 

• We are committed to the principle of the 
separation of church and state. 

• We are deeply concerned with the moral 
education of our children. We want to 
nourish reason and compassion. 

 
Eugenie Scott was named one of the Scientific 
American 10, a select group of leaders in science, 
politics, business, and philanthropy, who are 
building a better future with their ingenious 
approaches to solving global problems. Scott 
also received the first annual Stephen Jay Gould 
prize from the Society for the Study of Evolution, 
among many other prizes and awards. Scott was 
the executive director of the National Center for 
Science Education (NCSE), a nonprofit 
organization that seeks to keep evolution in the 
school curriculum, and to provide resources and 
accurate information about evolution. Notably, 

Asteroid 249530 Eugeniescott was named for 
her! 
 
Eugenie Scott began her talk noting that, while 
she was writing her talk, the New York Times 
published an article, How Montana Took a Hard 
Right Turn Toward Christian Nationalism. 
 
She said that Montana Governor Greg Gianforte 
belongs to Grace Bible Church in Bozeman that 
excludes women from leadership roles, rejects 
evolution, and considers homosexuality a sin.  

Governor Gianforte has contributed to the 
Glendive Dinosaur and Fossil Museum which 
promotes the idea that the entire universe was 

Beliefs of Grace Bible Church (Source: gbcmt.org) 
 
1. We believe the Bible is the verbally inspired word of 

God and inerrant in the original writing, and that it is 
the only infallible rule for faith and life. 

2. We believe in one God, eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was born of a Virgin, true 
man and true God. 

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God, 
that he sinned, bringing upon himself and his race 
both physical death and spiritual death, which is 
separation from God, and that all human beings are 
born with a sinful nature. 

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins 
as a substitutionary sacrifice; and all who believe in 
Him are justified because of His shed blood. 

6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of 
our Lord. 

7. We believe in a pre-tribulation rapture, and a pre-
millennial return of Christ. 

8. We believe that salvation is by grace alone through 
faith alone in Christ alone, and that all who receive by 
faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy 
Spirit. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/11/magazine/montana-republicans-christian-nationalism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/11/magazine/montana-republicans-christian-nationalism.html
https://creationtruth.org/
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created in its present form a few thousand years 
ago. It has the second largest collection of 
dinosaur fossils in Montana.  
 
This is comparable to the Answers in Genesis 
(AIG) Creation Museum, another fake science 
museum in northern Kentucky, complete with a 
planetarium and a petting zoo. AIG is also 
connected with the Ark Encounter replica of 
Noah’s Ark. AIG plans to add a ‘ Plagues of Egypt’ 
amusement park ride!                                     

Really... 
 
The Institute for Creation Research (ICR) 
opened their Discovery Center for Science and 
Earth History in Dallas in 2019. They paid cash 
to build their museum. Wikipedia lists 13 
Creation museums. These people have money. 
 

Few legislatures are trying to pass Creation 
legislation now. One notable exception is in 

Arkansas with HB 1701, 2021 that allows 
teaching Creationism in science class. 
 
Anti-evolution strategy can be categorized into 
three phases: Ban, Balance, and Belittle. 
 
The heyday of Ban was the Scopes Trial era 
1919-1927. Remember that the teacher, Scopes, 
lost the case and that Tennessee law was on the 
books until the 1970s. Evolution quietly slipped 
out of the textbooks.  
 
[Here is the link for the HSSB production of  
Inherit The Wind, loosely based on the Scopes 
trial. –Ed.]  
 
The Sputnik era of the late 50s and early 60s 
increased funding in science education. 
Evolution reentered the science curriculum, but 
Arkansas still had its Scopes era laws. Susan 
Epperson was the plaintiff who challenged the 
law. She thought winning would be trivial, but 
she had to appeal rulings up through the 
Supreme Court! Fortunately, she won there. 
 
Balance is the idea that if you taught evolution, 
then you should also teach some form of 
creationism for ‘balance’ in a science class. 
 
The First Amendment has two clauses regarding 
religion: the Establishment clause and the Free 
Exercise clause.  Teaching the Bible in public 
schools clearly violates the Establishment 
clause. This led in the early 60s to ‘Creation 
Science’. 
 

Institute for Creation Research Discovery Center for 
Science and Earth History, Dallas TX 

https://creationmuseum.org/
https://creationmuseum.org/
https://arkencounter.com/
https://discoverycenter.icr.org/
https://discoverycenter.icr.org/
https://youtu.be/Vyj1OqcQtWU
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Creation Science offered no evidence for 
Creation. Instead, they used ‘contrived dualism’ 
to argue that if evolution is wrong, then 
Creationism must be true. It was then only a 
matter of creating doubt about evolution. The 
same strategy was used by the tobacco industry 
and the fossil fuel industry to create the illusion 
of doubt where the science was solid. 
 
In the 70s-80s many laws were introduced to 
teach Creation Science, but the 1987 Edwards v 
Aguillard Supreme Court decision struck this 
down. 
 
The Creation crowd resurged with ‘Intelligent 
Design’(ID). But ID is just a subset of Creation 
Science. It argues that some things are just too 
complex to have formed unless some 
intelligence designed them. Of course, that 
intelligence would be the God of the Bible. 
 
ID succeeded in the 
1990s–2000s. But 
Kitzmiller v Dover 
ended its reign. The 
Nova program, 
Judgment Day, 
covered this notable 
2005 six-week trial.  
 
Scott’s National 
Center for Science 
Education 
organization was 
one of the 
organizations on the side of the teachers, suing 
to end teaching ID. The Thomas More Law 
Center was on the other side. 
 
Teaching bad science is not illegal. The 
Establishment Clause is the issue. They had to 
show that ID is about advocating religion, which 
they did in multiple ways. There have been no 
more Creation or ID lawsuits since Dover, but 
there is that 2021 Arkansas law. 
 

By the mid 2000s there was a new strategy. In 
the 1987 Edwards case, Scalia wrote a dissent 
suggesting it was acceptable to teach evidence 
against evolution, allowing the unscientific 
‘contrived dualism’ approach. The Institute for 
Creation Research seized on this opening. Which 
leads to the Belittle phase. 
 
“Teach the Controversy,” they proclaim, where 
there is no such controversy among actual 
scientists. 
 
We may be on the precipice of a major change 
with the current right wing Supreme Court. 
Those on the right have argued that the 
Establishment Clause refers only to establishing 
a single state religion, which gives primacy to 
the Free Exercise Clause. 
 
Many decades of cases have dealt with the 
Establishment Clause: 

• School prayer 
• Religious displays  
• Funding of religion by the public in other 

ways 
• Textbooks for private schools 
• School buses for church schools 
• Curriculum content.  

 
Lemon v Kurtzman in 1971 established what 
came to be known as the ‘Lemon Test’. It was 
devised by Justice Brennan and had three parts.  
 
A government can assist religion as long as the 
activity meets all three of these criteria: 
1) Has a secular purpose 
2) Has a principal or primary effect that does not 
advance nor inhibit religion 
3) Does not foster an excessive government 
entanglement with religion. 
 
Most Lemon cases deal with Entanglement. 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor noted in the case of 
Lynch v Donnelly that government endorsement 
sends a message that non-adherents to the 
religion are outsiders and adherents are 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teach_the_controversy_(campaign)
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insiders. Creationism fails the Lemon test on 
multiple counts. It only needs to fail on one 
count. 
 
Now we come to Kennedy v Bremerton. 
Bremerton is a city near Seattle. Joseph Kennedy 
was a part-time seasonal assistant football 
coach at Bremerton High School. He was not 
dependent on the income. He would pray in the 
center of the field, at the 50-yard line, along with 
his students. He had been doing this for many 
years before the school board and the principal 
learned about it. It started after Kennedy 
watched the movie, Facing the Giants. Kennedy 
promised God that he would pray, win or lose.  
 
On September 11, 2015 the principal asked him 
to stop. The School District tried to work with 
him to find another time and place. He wanted 
to pray publicly. The District put him on paid 
administrative leave. The head coach resigned, 
fearing being shot by people in the stands. 
Kennedy sued on free speech grounds. He lost at 
every round. Free speech does not apply while 
on the job. The case went to the Supreme Court. 
Richard Katskee of Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State argued against 
Kennedy. 
 
The Court got the facts wrong, claiming Kennedy 
was fired. Gorsuch claimed Kennedy’s prayers 
were ‘private, personal, and quiet’, which was 
not true. Notably, when Kennedy was 
suspended, the students had no interest in 
praying on their own. 
 
Justice Sotomayor included photos of the 
chaotic public prayer in her dissent, which is 
almost unheard of in Supreme Court cases. She 
noted that overruling Lemon calls into question 
decades of precedent. 
 
Gorsuch appealed to ‘History and Tradition’, 
which is utterly inappropriate in this case. There 
were no public schools in the 1700s. There was 
no evolution science then. Facts are essential for 

interpretation and the facts in Kennedy were 
ignored. 
 
This change in the Supreme Court means that 
teaching Creationism in science classes may yet 
be approved there. 
 
Attendees then had a chance to ask questions. 
Judy Flattery asked what is to be done. Scott said 
that it all starts at the local school board. You 
have to nip it in the bud. It is not much of a 
problem in California as the State Legislature is 
unlikely to allow teaching Creationism in 
science classes. 
 
Judy noted that we already have ‘Good News’ 
clubs in our local schools. Scott noted that a 
student club that is student led is OK. Some 
schools have started Humanist clubs, which is 
one way to counter it. 
 
Scott noted that it is hard to keep up, because 
local newspapers are dying. I will note that 
locally we have the Edhat News Service! 
 
Daniel asked why there is so much money going 
to Creation museums. The answer: museums are 
very popular. More Americans go to museums 
than to baseball games. Kids like dinosaurs! 
 
Scott said it is unlikely in the U.S. to have a 
national law on teaching evolution or 
Creationism. The U.S. treats education as a state 
matter. But Scott also reminded us that she is 
not a lawyer. 
 
Daniel also asked if other countries are having 
this battle. Scott said that the 
creationism/evolution controversy has indeed 
been ‘transplanted’ from the U.S. In the ‘90s and 
2000s people in the former Soviet Union wanted 
to learn English. U.S. Christian missionaries 
smuggled the Creationism stuff in with teaching 
English. 
 
There are strong evangelical movements 
growing in Brazil and the rest of Latin America. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Facing_the_Giants
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Putin is Russian Orthodox. This may not fit so 
well with these ideas of conservative 
Protestantism. 
 
Judy Flattery asked about Islam. Scott noted 
there is no Muslim pope. Individual imams 
decide what are accepted beliefs, so there is 
wide variation. Many Muslim scientists are fine 
with evolution. Some imams reject evolution 
because it conflicts with the Koran and Bible 
stories. Scott noted that there is a strong anti-
evolution movement in Iran, mostly because 
evolution is seen as a symbol of the hated West! 
 
As we think about these issues, I want to make 
the point that science matters. We are facing 
global threats from the Climate Crisis, depleting 
resources, pandemics, and more. For a 
democracy to face these challenges, we need 
people to understand basic facts about how old 
the Earth is, where our resources come from, 
and how biological change and adaptation 
occur.  
 
Thanks to Eugenie Scott and others for fighting 
the good fight to keep scientific disinformation 
out of our schools. 
 
 

South Park’s Chef Explains  
the Vengeful God To Stan 

By Judy Flattery 
 
Last week while at a design/build industry 
conference in Las Vegas, I caught an old episode 
of South Park on my hotel room TV, in which the 
character of Chef explains to Stan why God let 
Stan’s friend, Kenny, die.  
 
Chef says, “He’s a very vengeful god, Stan. He’s 
all pissed off about something we did thousands 
of years ago. He just can’t get over it so he 
doesn’t care who he takes: children, puppies... it 
don’t matter to him so long as it makes us sad. 
Do you understand?” 
 

Stan asks: “Then why does God give us anything 
to start with?” 
 
Chef replies: “Well, look at it this way: if you 
want to make a baby cry first you give it a lolli-
pop, then you take it away. If you never give it a 
lollipop to begin with then you’d have nothing to 
cry about. That’s like God: gives us life and love 
and health just so he can tear it all away and 
make us cry so he can drink the sweet milk of 
our tears. You see, it’s our tears, Stan, that give 
God his great power.” 
 
Stan responds: “I think I understand…”   

Here’s a link to the scene.  
 
If you appreciate South Park humor, please join 
us in seeing The Book of Mormon on Sunday May 
21 at 1pm at the Granada theater (Special HSSB 
group rate of $96/ticket, orchestra section).  
RSVP to sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com. Mail a 
check or use PayPal to confirm your spot.  

Chef and Stan of South Park discuss God. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=south+park+chef+explains+god&rlz=1C1CHZN_enUS923US924&oq=south+park+chef+god&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j0i22i30l2.15306j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:e6ebcba2,vid:Cmf3ZmAXSW4
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Here’s another link to an irreverant compilation 
of “God moments” in South Park including a 
segment where Satan consults God on an issue 
concerning his love life and another scene where 
God comes down to Earth and surprises 
everyone with his rat-like appearance. 

Upcoming Events 
of Interest to Humanists 

• February 7: Nina Totenberg: Dinners with 
Ruth: The Power of Friendships. UCSB Arts & 
Lectures event. Nina Totenberg 

• February 23: Award-winning materials 
scientist and science evangelist Ainissa 
Ramirez. UCSB Arts & Lectures event. 
Ainissa Ramirez 

• March 8: Siddhartha Mukherjee. The Song of 
the Cell: An Exploration of Medicine and the 
New Human. UCSB Arts & Lectures event. 
Siddhartha Mukherjee 

• April 6-9: American Atheists National 
Convention. Phoenix, AZ. American Atheists 
2023 Convention 

• April 23-24: Summit for Religious Freedom, a 
collaborative conference sponsored by 
Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State. Washington, D.C. This event is live 
and virtual.  Summit for Religious Freedom 

 
• May 5-7: American Humanist Association 

82nd Annual Conference, Denver, CO. Event 
is in-person and online. AHA 82nd Annual 
Conference 

• May 10: Charles Montgomery. Happy City: 
Transforming Our Lives Through Urban 
Design. UCSB Arts & Lectures event. Charles 
Montgomery 

  

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, 

sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Secretary: Diane Krohn, DJKrohn1@gmail.com 

Treasurer: David Flattery, 

david.flattery@post.harvad.edu 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Mary Wilk, 

Judith Fontana 

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past 
issues of the Secular Circular.  Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an 
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to 
members and interested non-members at no charge.   
To Join or Donate to HSSB: Annual Membership dues 
are $36 for an individual, $60 for a couple, $100 for 
a Society Supporter, and $300 (or more) for a Society 
Patron. Dues payments and other donations can be 
made via PayPal (Paypal.me/SBHumanists) or check.  
Include your name and contact information when 
submitting payments. Make checks out to Humanist 
Society of Santa Barbara and mail to Mary Wilk, P.O. 
Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 
93130.  mwilk@cox.net. Dues, donations, and 
payments can also be remitted via this PayPal QR 
code:  

                                
Watch our speaker videos on YouTube.   Subscribe 
to our Meetup page to be notified of upcoming 
events.  

                                     

South Park’s interpretation of God’s appearance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkRTRP6XIIE
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/nina-totenberg/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/ainissa-ramirez/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/siddhartha-mukherjee/
https://convention.atheists.org/
https://convention.atheists.org/
https://www.au.org/events/
https://conference.americanhumanist.org/
https://conference.americanhumanist.org/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/charles-montgomery/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/charles-montgomery/
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
https://meetup.com/humanist-society-of-santa-barbara/
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HSSB Calendar 
 

Tuesday February 7, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for socializing. Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  Members always welcome to attend. 

Saturday February 11, 3:00 p.m. Nick Little, V.P., general counsel, and legal director of the Center for Inquiry. 

Pseudoscience and the Law: Why Doesn't the Government Stop the Charlatans? Zoom link for his presentation: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833 .  We will meet for dinner at Rusty’s Pizza Parlor on 232 West 

Carrillo Street after the presentation. We might even visit a nearby pharmacy to peruse the homeopathic items for 

sale on the shelves. 

 

 

 

Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
P.O. Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667

