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Join us for Santa Barbara’s Premier Community Event 
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Fritz Olenberger 

development@sbfiesta.org 
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Our Mission 
• Honor and preserve Santa Barbara's history, spirit, culture, heritage and traditions of the Old 

Spanish Days era through continuous education of the community. 

• Enhance community pride through public involvement in the presentation and celebration of Fiesta. 

• Continue to be Santa Barbara's premier festival. 

• Continue to be a vehicle that supports non-profit participation in Fiesta activities. 

• Promote Old Spanish Days and Fiesta throughout the year. 

 

The History of Fiesta 

Old Spanish Days Fiesta began in 1924 to fulfill the desire of residents to preserve history and culture, as 

well as to accomplish economic goals of the community though increasing tourism in Santa Barbara. 

In the early 1920's three separate community groups were each developing unique ideas for a special event 

to serve a singular need for their organization. The arts community was looking forward to planning a 

grand party celebrating the opening of the new Lobero Theatre after successful reconstruction. The "locals" 

(resident families who had settled several generations ago) wanted to do something to preserve and 

perpetuate the old traditions, specifically the music, dancing, songs and costumes of California's "Spanish 

Days" celebrating the past century. The business community was proposing the idea of a festival or special 

event that might attract visitors to Santa Barbara during its "off-season'' in the summer months. 

Time and opportunity brought all three groups together for a combined effort - the result was OLD 

SPANISH DAYS FIESTA. The new event, which took place in August, called for community-wide 

involvement to celebrate the customs and traditions of the city's heritage from Spain, Mexico, and 

American Indian cultures. People were encouraged to dress in cultural regalia and celebrate with folk 

songs, music and dances throughout Santa Barbara. More than 90 years later, there are 19 official Old 

Spanish Days events and activities in 14 venues city-wide. 

 

Old Spanish Days Today 

Old Spanish Days in Santa Barbara, Inc. is a 50l(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to honoring and 

preserving Santa Barbara's history, spirit, culture, heritage and traditions. This 99-year tradition is unique 

among festivals in that it is run by a volunteer Board of Directors and supported by only one full-time staff 

member. The Board of Directors annually elects an "El Presidente" who not only presides over the Board, 

but also serves as an ambassador of goodwill to residents and visitors alike, as well as a "Primer Vice 

Presidente" to oversee the operations of the organization and a "Segundo Vice Presidente" to raise the 

significant funds and awareness that allows the historical community-wide event to continue. 

Old Spanish Days Fiesta is not only a unique forum for the cultural expression of diversity, but it also 

serves as a vehicle for the non-profit and community service groups to raise funds for local charities and 

social service organizations. The event annually draws thousands of visitors from around the world who 

contribute substantially to the local economy. Old Spanish Days Fiesta has grown in stature and reputation 

over the past 99 years and has been noted as one of the five best regional festivals in the United States. 



Why We Need Your Support 

One of our goals is to keep all of our cultural events free to the 

public. To that end, Old Spanish Days Fiesta actively seeks financial 

support from interested individuals, businesses and foundations. 

Money raised covers many event expenses which primarily consist 

of insurance coverage, equipment rental, venue costs, city fees, 

and administration costs. 

 
Over half of the funds necessary to put on Fiesta are generated from 

official Old Spanish Days parties, Mercados, Rodeo, membership 

fees, and merchandise sales. An additional 7% comes from the City 

of Santa Barbara Promotional Funds. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

David Bolton 

2023 El Presidente, Old Spanish Days 



Old Spanish Days Fiesta 

Events &Activities 

Old Spanish Days Fiesta consists of five days of continuous events and 

activities scheduled from August 2nd through 6th, 2023. We cordially 

invite your sponsorship and active involvement in the following events. 

 

2023 Pre-Fiesta Events 

There are several events leading up to the week of Fiesta to help kick off 

the celebration. Join us in celebrating at any of these Pre-Fiesta Events. 

 

 

 

Spirit of Fiesta Audition Saturday, April 15, 2023 
Santa Barbara has many local dance schools that instruct students in 

the multi-cultural dances of Spain, Mexico and early California. Young 

performers dedicate countless hours preparing for this annual event and 

for the honor to represent Old Spanish Days as the "Spirit of Fiesta" and 

the "Junior Spirit of Fiesta.” This colorful and exciting event held at La 

Cumbre Junior High is open to the public. Sponsorship of this event is 

available for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Primavera Saturday, May 13, 2023 
The official kick off for the 2023 Fiesta season, this 

annual celebration presents the opportunity for El 

Presidente David Bolton to unveil the official Fiesta 

theme, poster design, and pin. La Primavera will be 

held at the Santa Barbara Carriage and Western Art 

Museum and will feature wonderful entertainment, 

the first official performances of the Spirit and Junior 

Spirit of Fiesta, and dancing the night away under the 

stars. Sponsorship of this public event is available 

for your consideration. 



Old Spanish Days Fiesta 
2023 Pre-Fiesta Events (cont.) 

 
Fashion Sale Saturday, July 8 

A fabulous opportunity to find Fiesta attire, this annual event is held at 

the Carriage and Western Art Museum during Fiesta pre-season. 

Sponsorship of this event is available for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Canto-Baile Dates to be Determined 

Californio Canto-Baile (CCB) is a unique history and arts education outreach program to further the mission 

of Old Spanish Days (OSD). This program entails teaching the songs and dances of Santa Barbara's Rancho 

period (1830-1870) to fourth graders at local public and parochial schools during school time. CCB aims to 

perpetuate and preserve local historical and cultural identity, as well as provide curriculum-integrated arts 

education and history supplementation in low-to-middle-income schools. CCB focuses on an interdisciplinary 

learning process powered by arts integration with the fourth-grade study of California history. It utilizes 

history, music, dance, culture, and community traditions of Santa Barbara to provide students with a tangible 

experience of their social studies curriculum. In addition, this classroom program links directly to the Fiesta 

celebration, making student learning come alive while increasing the community impact of OSD. Sponsorship 

of this program is available for your consideration. 



Old Spanish Days Fiesta 
2023 Pre-Fiesta Events (cont.) 

 
Fiesta Ranchera Thursday, June 15, 2023 

Created in 2008, this collaborative event with Goleta Valley 

Historical Society and Old Spanish Days is a party not to be 

missed. With strong support from the City of Goleta and 

local business, this celebration brings over 800 guests out to 

the historical Rancho La Patera & Stow House for an evening 

of fabulous food from local restaurants and consistently 

garners strong press coverage. Guests to the enchanting 

evening are treated to performances by the 2023 Spirit and 

Junior Spirit, live entertainment, and dancing under the stars. 

Sponsorship of this event is available for your consideration. 

 
Los Niños de las Flores Garden Party Saturday, July 29, 

2023 

This is the annual event where the Old Spanish Days board 

has the opportunity to acknowledge its youngest volunteers – 

Los Niños de las Flores. The program consists of 

entertainment by local dance studios, the Spirits, and 

acknowledgments from the Mayor, El Presidente and other 

Old Spanish Days officers and concludes with each Flower 

Girl taking the stage to present El Presidente with a red rose 

and in turn, receive their official Los Niños de las Flores pin. 

Sponsorship of this event is available for your consideration. 

 
 

La Recepción del Presidente Sunday, July 30, 2023 

Every year, the La Recepción del Presidente unofficially 

kicks off Fiesta week. A wonderful evening to enjoy, this 

event is traditionally highly attended by Past Presidentes 

and the extended Fiesta family.  With guests in their finest 

Fiesta attire, the evening includes a tasty Mexican buffet, 

entertainment by talented artists including the Spirit and Jr. 

Spirit, and concluding the evening with dancing. This 

highly attended event is covered extensively by the press. 

Sponsorship of this event is available for your 

consideration. 



Old Spanish Days Fiesta 

Events &Activities 

2023 Official Fiesta Events - August 2 through 6 

SINGLE DAY EVENTS 
 

La Fiesta Pequeña Wednesday, Aug. 2, 2023 

As the August sun slowly sets behind the "Queen of the 

Missions': experience the Franciscans hospitality as they welcome 

all to enjoy the official opening of Old Spanish Days Fiesta at 

this beautiful setting as they have since 1927. La Fiesta Pequeña 

"Little Fiesta" is a colorful, historical program which includes 

traditional songs and dance from Californios, Flamenco, 

Spanish classical and Mexican folklorico, an appearance from 

Saint Barbara, and a special performance from the 2023 Spirit. 

This KEYT televised event attracts thousands of local spectators 

and is free to the public. Sponsorship of this event is available for your consideration. 

La Misa del Presidente Thursday, Aug. 3, 2023 

La Misa is held in honor of the El Presidente and the Old Spanish Days 

Board held the morning of the second day of Fiesta, the Saint Barbara 

Parish invites all to enjoy Mass in the main church of Old Mission Santa 

Barbara. La Misa is held in honor of El Presidente and the Old Spanish 

Days Board, celebrating both the long-standing relationship between the 

Old Mission and Old Spanish Days, and the entire Fiesta community. 

Celebración de los Dignatarios Thursday, Aug. 3, 2023 

Santa Barbara's wildest and most talked about party happens 

just once a year at the Santa Barbara Zoo. Over 1,200 guests 

experience culinary delights and a wide variety of beverages 

while enjoying a stunning sunset over the Pacific from the 

gardens of the Santa Barbara Zoo. Come hungry! Food from 

the Central Coast's finest eateries is included the price of the 

ticket, as are all beverages. Then stay to dance the night away 

in the truly beautiful grounds of the Zoo. This collaborative 

event between Santa Barbara Zoo and Old Spanish Days 

remains one of the most attended Fiesta events. Sponsorship of 

this event is available for your consideration. 



Old Spanish Days Fiesta 

SINGLE DAY EVENTS (cont.) 

 
El Desfile Histórico  Friday, Aug. 4, 2023 

"The Historical Parade" takes place on Friday 

afternoon and is one of the nation's largest 

equestrian parades, featuring over 600 horses, as 

well as many antique carriages, coaches and 

wagons. It is unique to Santa Barbara and 

features floats depicting episodes from the 

history of the state and city.  Descendants of 

local Native Americans, Spanish Pioneers, the 

Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West, 

and local service clubs and organizations all 

reenact historical scenes on their beautiful and 

unique floats. Sponsorship of this event is 

available for your consideration. 

 

Horseman's Rendezvous. Friday, Aug. 4, 2023 

This private party immediately follows the parade on 

Friday afternoon. Get a close view of the decorated parade 

carriages and enjoy a great western-style party for our El 

Desfile Histórico participants. The rendezvous takes place 

at the Carriage and Western Art Museum on lower Castillo 

Street. Attendance is by invitation only and includes parade 

participants, sponsors, Old Spanish Days Directors and Past 

Presidentes. Sponsorship of this event is available for 

your consideration. 

 
Tardes de Ronda. Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023 

Held in the historical Sunken Gardens on 

Saturday afternoon, the always highly attended 

''Afternoon of Gaiety" features the talents of 

performers under the age of sixteen. Admission 

is free to the public, with on-stage seating 

available for sponsors. Sponsorship of this event is 

available for your consideration. 



Old Spanish Days Fiesta 

MULTIPLE DAY EVENTS 
 

 
 

 

 

El Mercado del Norte Aug. 2-6, 2023 

Located at Mackenzie Park at State St.  and Las 

Positas, the Del Norte Mercado features food, 

shopping, entertainment, and a carnival. 

Numerous local non-profit groups serve up a 

wide variety of delicious food and beverages. 

All concerts and entertainment are free to the 

public. Sponsorship of this event is available 

for your consideration. 

El Mercado De La Guerra Aug. 2-6, 2023 

Stroll through the colorful Fiesta market in 

De La Guerra Plaza to feast on Spanish and 

Mexican-American foods, shop for crafts 

and souvenirs, and enjoy live entertainment 

all day into the evening. Numerous local 

non-profit groups serve up a wide variety 

of food and beverages. Sponsorship of this 

event is available for your consideration. 



Old Spanish Days Fiesta 

MULTIPLE DAY EVENTS (cont.) 

 

Las Noches de Ronda Aug. 3-5, 2023 

“Nights of Gaiety,” held in the famous Sunken 

Gardens of the beautiful Santa Barbara County 

Courthouse, draws as many as 4,000 spectators 

each night. The evening performances feature 

spectacular dances and songs from the fire of 

flamenco to the charm off Mexican folklorico 

dances. Over 200 performers entertain nightly 

and donate their time to this wonderful event. 

Sponsorship of this event is available for your 

consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stock Horse Show and Rodeo Aug. 3-6, 2023 

It’s a colorful tribute to America’s first cowboys – the 

Vaquero. Catch all the action at Earl Warren 

Showgrounds on Las Positas and Calle Real off Highway 

101. Riding and roping contests date back to the 1800’s in 

California, and the Rodeo dates back to the very first 

Fiesta 99 years ago. For more information, visit 

www.sbfiestarodeo.org. Sponsorship of this event is 

available for your consideration. 

http://www.sbfiestarodeo.org/
http://www.sbfiestarodeo.org/


Fiesta Sponsorships 
Diamond Sponsor 

Minimum cash donation of $50,000 

Platinum Sponsor 
Minimum cash donation of $25,000 

Titanium Sponsor 
Minimum cash donation of $17,500 

Gold Sponsor 
Minimum cash donation of $12,500 

Silver Sponsor 
Minimum cash donation of $5,500 

Bronze Sponsor 
Minimum cash donation of $2,500 

 

 

 
 

In consideration of a cash or in-kind contributions, Old Spanish Days agrees to 

recognize Sponsors of Santa Barbara's Old Spanish Days Fiesta 2023 (August 2 - 6, 

2023). Sponsors will receive corporate branding for a to-be-determined venue. 

 
In return for payment of the above-referenced contribution, Old Spanish 

Days agrees to provide the following benefits to the Sponsor: 

 
• Link to your website through the Fiesta Sponsor Recognition web page June 

2023 – October 2023 

• Logo in 2023 Brochure 

• Official 2023 Fiesta Poster, framed and signed 

• Four badges identifying your level of sponsorship 

• Recognition on the following invitations: La Primavera, Fiesta Ranchera, Los 

Niños de las Flores Garden Party, Recepción del Presidente, La Fiesta Pequeña 

and Celebración de los Dignatarios 

• Venue recognition, premier banner placement and exclusive mentions at events 



 

• Receive 10% of 

sponsorship amount 

of any combination 

of tickets to any of 

the following events 

(all ticket requests 

and purchases must 

be completed one 

week prior to the 

event): 

• Spirit Auditions 

• La Primavera 

• Fiesta Ranchera 

• La Recepción del Presidente 

• La Fiesta Pequeña and Reception- 4 Front Row tickets and 1 parking pass 

• Las Noches de Ronda-6 VIP tickets 

• Celebración de los Dignatarios 

• Reserved seating at Parade- 4 seats 

• Horseman's Rendezvous- 2 tickets 

• Fiesta Stock Show and Rodeo - 4 tickets on request (non- PBR, must be 

reserved by June 1, 2023) 

 
Sponsors may publicize this sponsorship affiliation, but 

may not use the Old Spanish Days logo, poster, or other 

artwork without express permission from Old Spanish 

Days. 

The agreement is to begin upon the signing of the 

contract and payment of the 50% deposit. Contracts are 

not binding without payment. 

 

Correspondence to each party should be addressed to: 

Fritz Olenberger 
El Segundo Vice Presidente 

Old Spanish Days in Santa Barbara, Inc. 

P.O. Box 21557 



Non-Profit 

Community Service Organizations 
From its inception in 1924, Fiesta has generated community wide support. For years the five-day festival has 

been sustained by the overwhelming participation of a large number of community organizations. Old 

Spanish Days seeks to incorporate all sectors of the community in this endeavor, giving service groups 

substantial fundraising opportunities that provide a major portion of their annual income. Combined, the 

non-profit groups raise more than $500,000, funneled directly into human and social services for Santa 

Barbara. This has a tremendous positive impact on the community. 

 
Listed here are some of the Non-Profit Organizations and groups that participated in Fiesta in recent years: 

 

 

Apostolic Assembly Church 

Boy Scout Troop  #1 

CALM 

Calvary Chapel of Santa Barbara 

CASA 

Deveraux 

Dog Adoption and Welfare Group (DAWG) 

Dos Pueblos High School 

Dream Chasers Hillside House Holy 

Cross Church 

Iglesia Pentecosta Unida Latinamericana, Inc. 

Knights of Columbus - Council 1684 

Knights of Columbus - Council 5300 

La Casa De La Raza 

Living Faith Church 

Native Daughters of the Golden West 

San Marcos High School 

Santa Barbara All Stars Boosters Club 

Santa Barbara Commercial Fisherman 

 

Santa Barbara Elks 

Santa Barbara Firefighters 

Santa Barbara High School 

Santa Barbara High School Band Boosters 

Santa Barbara High School Basketball 

Santa Barbara High School Don Riders 

Santa Barbara Historical Museum 

Santa Barbara Jaycees Santa Barbara Masons 

Santa Barbara Police Activities League 

Santa Barbara RiteCare Language Center 

Santa Barbara Rugby Association 

Santa Barbara Semana Nautica Association 

Sister Cities Committee 

Santa Barbara Unified School District 

South Coast Community Youth Cultural Center 

Special Olympics 

UCSB Men’s Soccer 

Vietnam Veterans of America 



Special Thanks to our 2022 Sponsors 
 



 

 

 

"It is impossible to stage a fiesta here 

unless the people of the community 

have the spirit of the Fiesta 

themselves. The Spirit of the Fiesta is 

not a tangible thing to be dug out of a 

chest and exhibited for five days every 

year. The Fiesta spirit is a latent force 

which springs to life during the 

celebration, giving the city a joyous 

and festive appearance in which the 

legacy of the past is brought again to 

light." 
 

 

Sam Stanwood, El Presidente, 1927 - 1947 
 

 

 

Be a part of Fiesta.... 

For sponsorship and underwriting opportunities please contact: 

 
Fritz Olenberger 

(805) 967-3871 

development@sbfiesta.org 

 
Old Spanish Days in Santa Barbara, Inc. 

P.O. Box 21557 I Santa Barbara, CA 93121-1557 

(805) 962-8101 Phone I (805) 962-9943 Fax I www.sbfiesta.org 

mailto:development@sbfiesta.org
http://www.sbfiesta.org/


Old Spanish Days in Santa Barbara, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 non-profit 

corporation dedicated to honoring and preserving Santa Barbara's 

history, spirit, culture, heritage and traditions. This 99 year-old 

organization produces an annual five-day festival – Fiesta – 

that is widely regarded as Santa Barbara's premier festival. 
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