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Free Hybrid Conference Event: Attend on Zoom OR With Others at Fellowship Hall, 
UU-Live Oak… 

 

Life Behind Bars: Compassion & Reform 
 
The Humanist Society of Santa Barbara, in cooperation with other groups within the Southern California 
Secular Coalition (SCSC), is presenting a FREE full-day conference as our November meeting event 
entitled Life Behind Bars: Compassion and Reform. This conference features experts from various 
disciplines and perspectives including four formerly incarcerated people. The Live Oak UU Social Justice 
Committee is generously co-hosting the in-person event by providing the use of their Fellowship Hall 
facility. Attendees who are not comfortable meeting with 
others indoors may attend on Zoom from your own 
location. 
 
Experts will share the causes, effects, and challenges of 
incarceration and reentry. We will explore incarceration 
reform from a practical and humanistic perspective. 
Expert speakers will provide valuable education and 
insight to help us understand how we might advocate for 
a more humane and effective system.  
 
When: Saturday November 12, 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  
Note that this is the 2nd Saturday of the month (not 
the 3rd Saturday when HSSB normally meets). 
 
Register here to attend with others at Fellowship Hall at the Unitarian Universalist Live Oak Facility 
on 820 North Fairview Road, Goleta, CA: https://bit.ly/SCSCPrisonReform-LiveOak         -- OR -- 
 
Register here to attend from your location via  Zoom.  https://bit.ly/SCSCPrisonReform-Register 
Unlike our standard meetings, this meeting requires registering at the link. Each attendee will then be 
assigned their own Zoom link. There is no charge for this conference. Please share this invitation with 
others who may be interested in learning about this topic. 
 

Here is the list of speakers & topics. The detailed agenda can be found at the Zoom links above. 

•  Humanism and Incarceration Reform. Nadya Dutchin, Executive Director of the American 
Humanist Association, 

• A Dangerous Culture of Incarceration: Physical & Mental Health in Prison. Dr. Michael Golding, 
lead psychiatrist for the California Department of Corrections, 

• The Prison Experience. Jon Guy will speak about what life was like in a Wyoming prison, and what 
supported him in his journey from being incarcerated to being a published author and science 
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communicator who writes about critical thinking, science, and philosophy. His new book is Think 
Straight: An Owner’s Manual for the Mind. 

• Can Scandinavian Principles of Humanity Work in American Prisons? Preliminary Lessons 
from Pennsylvania. Jordan Hyatt, Ph.D, J.D., Associate Professor at Drexel University, and Gina 
Clark, Superintendent of the Little Scandinavia Prison in Chester PA,  

• Drugs and Punishment in an Exceptional Country. Dr. Paul Larsson, founder of Law Enforcement 
Action Partnership, (L.E.A.P.) Scandinavia, and Professor of Criminology at Police University 
College in Oslo, Norway, 

• Inside Out. Lawrence Larry, formerly incarcerated, sharing his lived experience.  
• Confessions of a Public Defender. Denise Gragg, J.D., an experienced public defender in Southern 

California capital cases, sharing professional & personal insights gained in dealing with defendants 
and their families. You may recall Denise spoke to HSSB in the 2019. 

• Adverse Childhood Experiences Behind Bars. Fritzi Horstman, founder of The Compassion Prison 
Project, 

• Free Will and the Crimes of the Criminal Justice System.  Dr. Andy Thompson, evolutionary 
psychiatrist. Recall that Dr. Thomson spoke with HSSB in August 2022 about Evolution, 

• Freedom To Choose Project: Change From the Inside.  JoAnn Mermis and Benny Gutierrez on the 
impact of the work of Santa Barbara’s own Freedom To Choose Project from the perspective of both 
a volunteer and an incarcerated participant, 

• Throwing the Book at Them: Shelving Nontheist Literature in Prison Libraries. Margaret 
Downey, founder of the Freethought Society, 

• From Prison to Microsoft.  Shelley Winner-Dupree speaking on her lived experience, 
• Reentry is a Journey: Challenges and Chances When Leaving Incarceration. Dr. Andrea Dauber-

Giffin and Dr. Mona Minton of the Neighborhood House Association, San Diego County.  
• Imagine No Religion: Towards a More Secular Criminal Justice System. Liz Cavell, J.D. former 

public defender and current Associate Counsel at the Freedom From Religion Foundation.  
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Dr. John Wathey: The Phantom God 
10/15/2022 

By Robert Bernstein 
(Missed it? You can watch the talk at this link.) 

 
John C. Wathey is a retired computational 
biologist whose interests include evolutionary 
algorithms, the biology of nervous systems, and 
electoral reform. He earned his Ph.D. in 
Neurosciences at U.C. San Diego and has spent 
most of his career working on computer 
simulations of protein folding. 
 
His latest book is The Phantom God: What 
Neuroscience Reveals about the Compulsion to 
Believe. This was the theme of his talk. 
 
This is a sequel to his 2016 book The Illusion of 
God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual 
Longing, which he spoke to us about in 2018. 
 
He wants to emphasize two points: 
• What he calls "Religious Compulsion": The 

tenacity of religion and its obsession with 
sex. 

• "Religious Phantoms": He compared the 
feeling of God's presence with the sensations 
of a phantom limb. 

 
Wathey's thesis advisor was the neuroscientist 
Ted Bullock. Bullock is considered the father of 
neuroethology: The study of animal behavior in 
natural conditions. Wathey offered Bullock's 
view of the brain: “To understand the brain you 
must first understand the problem it is trying to 
solve.” 
 
Bullock discovered the infrared (heat) sensing 
pit organ in pit vipers and the electroreceptors 
in weakly electric fish, as well as other 
electrosensory animals. 
 
Wathey noticed the infantile aspects of religion. 
People sometimes pray with upraised arms. He 
noted that this is similar to a child's pose, 

wanting to be picked up. Evangelicals speak of 
being "born again", an infantile comparison. 
 
Animals are born with innate knowledge, which 
is essential for survival. For example, sea turtle 
hatchlings hatch at night and head toward the 
brightest area on the horizon: typically the 
ocean. Unfortunately, artificial lighting has 
confused the turtles which now crawl toward 
buildings in exactly the wrong direction (Sea 
turtles also have a magnetic sense and can travel 
thousands of miles, following these signals). The 
artificial light of cities is a "supernormal" 
stimulus that overrides the natural stimulus. 

He suggested the God concept is also a 
supernormal stimulus. Consider that a newborn 
child has an innate model of its mother: a 
mother exists, she knows how to help, she is able 
to help and she is willing to help. She has a face 
and a voice and provides nourishment and 
warmth. 

 

https://youtu.be/Ncr_ZO9WPrU
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This sense persists into adulthood, but is 
normally dormant; however, the God concept 
can turn this dormant sense back on again. One 
can believe that God is omniscient, omnipotent, 
perfectly loving, and exists. 
 
Wathey wanted to understand how the brain 
does this; how it creates a "religious 
compulsion". Some compulsions are essential 
for species survival: Eating, drinking, mating, 
crying as infants, caring for infants. 

 
Rat studies provide a clue. Rat pups are born 
helpless. The pups huddle together and are calm 
if the mother leaves briefly. This is called contact 
quieting. 
 
Wathey talked of research by psychobiologist 
Harry Shair at Columbia University. Shair took 
the rat mother away from the pups and kept the 
nest warm with a heating pad. Pups left  like that 
for 15 minutes were calm. 
 
Shair then moved one pup to an empty box at 
room temperature. The pup immediately 
started crying. Put a sibling pup with it, it stops 
crying. Take the sibling pup away, the first pup 
cries again. 
 
Now for the experiment. When the mother is 
removed, anesthetize her. Put the anesthetized 
mother with the isolated pup. The pup stops 

crying. This looks just like contact quieting. After 
six minutes the mother is removed. 
 
Now the pup cries again, but at a much higher 
rate. He calls this "maternal potentiation," the 
intensified crying is specific to the removal of 
the mother. 
 
This makes ethological sense. If the mother left 
or if the pup fell out of the nest it makes sense to 
cry out louder. The mother is expected to be 
nearby. This is the essence of the illusion of 
presence. 
 
Wathey talked of further experiments. Inject 
quinpirole into the nucleus accumbens. This 
specifically suppresses maternal potentiation. 
Injecting it into the nearby basal ganglia does 
not have this same effect. 
 
Basal ganglia are needed for learning complex 
sequences, such as songbirds learning songs. 
The nucleus accumbens handles appetitive, 
compulsive behaviors, but not alone; the 
dopamine level in the basal ganglia controls 
motivation. 
 
Mice can be genetically engineered so they 
cannot synthesize dopamine. These mice lack all 
motivation: they won't even eat unless given 
supplemental dopamine. 
 
The Nucleus Accumbens is also the epicenter of 
drug addiction. It is the source of the longing for 
Mother… is it also the source of longing for God? 
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Mormons talk of "Feeling the Spirit": a constant 
companionship with the Holy Ghost. Functional 
MRI (fMRI) is able to show brain activation in 
the Nucleus Accumbens during this "Feeling the 
Spirit" experience. Wathey said that this 
connects the infantile and the religious. 

 
Why is religion so tenacious? Despite its obvious 
internal contradictions, its failed prophecies, 
and bad conduct by clergy. 
 
And why is religion so obsessed with sex? Why 
so many predatory priests? 

 
Wathey spoke of the case of Saint Teresa. Her 
love of God and her desire for spiritual union 
with him found expression in a vision in which 
an angel pierced her heart with a golden spear 
and sent her into a trance. She described a very 
erotic experience. 
 

Nuns are said to be "wedded to Christ". Priests 
are said to "marry the Church". Yet sex is sinful, 
hence the demand for celibacy and the myth of 
the virgin birth. 
 
Wathey noted that evolution reuses what is 
already available. For example, the wings of real 
animals (and not mythical angels) evolved from 
existing arms and hands. 
 
Similarly,  the attachment of mother and infant 
is repurposed for the love between mates. One 
downside is that this can lead to infantile 
feelings as an adult. 
 
The brain is tweaked for pair bonding, but not 
with close relatives. Incest avoidance may be the  
missing piece of the puzzle producing conflicting 
feelings of love, lust, and revulsion. These 
conflicting feelings results in an obsession to 
control or prohibit sexual behavior plus an 
irresistible urge to violate this. 
 
Our perceptual system is based on signals from 
our sense organs and on our expectations. We 
are constantly expecting to see faces, for 
example. We see the "man in the moon" and 
many people saw a face in an old Mars image 
(and Jesus on toast!). 
 
We also expect sensations from our limbs, even 
if a limb is missing. This results in the "phantom 
limb" phenomenon in amputees. Amputees will 
try to answer the phone or break a fall with a 
phantom limb that no longer exists. Wathey 
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showed a video of a 3-legged cat “using” its 
missing limb to play and to paw its litter. 
 
He urged us to remember that the phantom limb 
is very real to the amputee. And he said this is 
the same for the God Illusion. 
 
Over 100 years ago William James published his 
Varieties of Religious Experience. These religious 
experiences are felt to be more true than any 
rational discussion. 

 
The brain represents the body in two ways. One 
such map or representation is in the 
somatosensory cortex, representing the 

incoming sensations. The other is in the primary 
motor cortex, representing planned actions. 
 
The body parts are distorted in size in these 
representations. For example, the hand needs 
more neurons than the much larger leg. 
 
The hand is next to the face in both 
representations. A touch on the face may be felt 
in the phantom hand. 
 
He spoke of how trans people, in fact, have 
different representations of their sexual organs 
than cis gender people. This is supported by 
comparing the incidence of phantom sensations 
of surgically removed penises and breasts for  
gender reassignment surgery in transpeople to 
the incidence of phantom sensations following 
the removal of the same body parts in cancer 
patients. The transpeople have lower incidence 
of phantom sensations supporting the often 
reported claim that the removed body part 
somehow was a mistake or didn’t really belong 
there in the first place. 

 
Wathey talked of "xenomelia" which is the 
opposite of phantom limb. In this case a limb 
feels "alien" to one’s own body. The subject will 
seek to have the perfectly healthy limb 
amputated! It is a powerful drive, even with all 
evidence to the contrary that the limb is a 
perfectly healthy part of the subject's body! 
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Wathey talked of experimental stimulation of 
the temporoparietal junction (TPJ). It results in 
a sense of "presence". Depending on the body 
position, the presence moves. It is possible to 
feel one's own body as an alien presence. 

 
Personal note: I had this experience lying in bed 
at Cottage Hospital 20 years ago, after being hit 
by a car. I wondered what this useless thing was 
in bed with me. I realized that "thing" was my 
body. 
 
Wathey thinks this TPJ activation may spawn 
the illusion of God's presence. He noted that it is 
not a loving feeling. 
 
He went on to ask: Why does this matter? 
 
Science advances and we understand answers to 
ancient questions. We understand about electric 
charges to explain lightning and no longer need 
to imagine a sky god hurling lightning bolts, but 
the presence illusion persists, even for some 
very smart scientists, including his advisor, 
Bullock and Francis Collins, former Director of 
the National Human Genome Research Institute. 
 
Wathey then took questions. 
 
Judy Fontana asked why gods so often are male 
if they are rooted in a child longing for its 
mother? 

 
Wathey said this a good question and that the 
‘innate model of a nurturing mother’ god is only 
half the story. The other half is about reciprocal 
altruism, which works well in small hunter-
gatherer groups. As groups grow, it is more 
difficult to control cheating. An omniscient, 
omnipotent, and vengeful god with strict rules of 
behavior helps keep people in line if they believe 
in it. Asking people to sacrifice for this god will 
increase commitment to it. Such a god will be a 
cruel, dominant male. 
 
Dr. Andy Thomson asked 
about future research. 
Wathey said infant 
research will be valuable 
and will be challenging, 
as well as more research 
involving people in 
specific religious states. 
The Mormon case was 
ideal. 
 
Someone asked about autism. Wathey said that 
such people who have a reduced "Theory Of 
Mind" of other people tend to be less religious. 
 
Someone asked about children who were 
deprived of normal human contact in a 
Bucharest orphanage. Wathey said the result is 
severe brain damage. In cases of less severe 
parental negligence the result is "insecure 
attachment". These children grow up as 
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functioning adults, but view other people with 
suspicion. They can become religious in a crisis, 
very suddenly. 
 
Another asked why atheists don't get sucked 
into religion. Wathey said that some do. Francis 
Collins was raised in a secular family, but found 
religion, probably due to dealing with the 
suffering of his cancer patients. 
 
There is wide individual variation. Statistically, 
men are more likely to be atheists than women. 
It comes down to critical thinking ability and 
personality differences. It can be very difficult 
for people to realize that intuition is not the best 
way to decide on whether something is true or 
false. 
 

Support Rally for Mahsa Amini  
and Freedom for Iranian Women 

By Marian Shapiro 
 

A beautiful and moving demonstration of 
support for the freedom and safety of Iranian 
women was held in Santa Barbara on Saturday 
Oct. 22 at Canon Perdido and State Street.  The 
music by the UCSB Middle East Ensemble was 
lovely, as was the dancing by the World Dance 
for Humanity.   

The signs held by the protestors showed their 
outrage that a young woman, Mahsa Amini, age 
22, had been killed by the Morality Police 
because she dared to not wear the “compulsory 
Hijab” properly.  
 

Many Santa Barbara women joined in protest by 
carrying signs, distributing buttons that they 
made, and dancing.  
 
The event 
reminded me 
why I adamantly 
support the 
separation of 
church and state.  
I find it 
infuriating that 
these old 
religious males 
in Iran and other 
religious 
countries require 
women to hide 
themselves, 
sometimes more 
than just their 
hair.  In some 
places they have 
to hide their 
whole bodies, 
because 
apparently, it’s 
too much to 
expect the men to 
control their 
sexual desires when they catch a glimpse of a  
female body or her hair.  They killed this young 
Kurdish woman for not following their rules.   

 
I support everyone having the right to follow 
their own religious beliefs, but not to impose 
their beliefs on others, who don't share those 
beliefs, and certainly not the right to kill those 
who don't share their religious views.   
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Meet Our Our Secular Student Alliance 
Scholarship Winners 

By Judy Flattery 
 
The Humanist Society of Santa Barbara donated 
$500 to partially fund two scholarships for 
secular student activists. Our donation was 
pooled with funds from Atheists United, the 
Humanist Association of Orange County, the 
Inland Empire Atheists, Agnostics & Humanists, 
and the Orange County chapter of Americans 
United for the Separation of Church and State. 
 
Volunteers from HSSB and from the other 
organizations reviewed the student application 
essays and arrived at a consensus of who our 
winners would be. Here are our scholarship 
winners: 
 
 

Douglas, UC - Merced 
 

Douglas is an environment enthusiast, a former 
undocumented student from Brazil, and a 
Portuguese and Spanish language interpreter. 
He graduated from Modesto Junior College. 
Currently a full-time environmental engineering 
student at UC Merced, he plans to make an 
impact in water management and conservation. 

 
In Brazil, Douglas grew up as a Catholic. After 
moving to the United States, a friend questioned 

him about the bible. This eventually led him to 
question his faith. The Atheist Experience and 
The Thinking Atheist podcasts made Douglas 
realize he was not alone. Attending the 
American Atheist Convention in Salt Lake City 
gave him new inspiration to do as many good 
things in the world as possible just for the sake 
of being good. Douglas identifies as a secular 
humanist and agnostic atheist. 

 
Douglas chose to go to the University of 
California Merced because it was the only school 
in the central valley that offered his 
environmental engineering major. It also had a 
Secular Student Alliance chapter which was a 
big plus; however, when he started in the fall, he 
discovered that the chapter officers had just 
graduated. To find a secular community and 
continue the legacy of the chapter, Douglas 
restarted the chapter and became itse president. 
The chapter will be working with Planned 
Parenthood, LGBT+ organizations, and 
organizing a campus blood drive. Douglas says, 
“the work that SSA does is crucial to our 
community’s representation in the university 
environment because many students are, for the 
first time, exposed to anywhere outside their 
inter-circle and are developing their critical 
thinking skills.” 
 
 

Samantha, UCLA 

https://www.youtube.com/user/theatheistexperience
https://www.thethinkingatheist.com/podcast-1


10 The HSSB Secular Circular – November 2022 

Our second scholarship recipient is Samantha, a 
sophomore at the University of California, Los 
Angeles. Samantha is completing her B.A. in 
public affairs and sociology and plans to attend 
law school to be a public defender or a labor and 
employment lawyer to help improve the lives of 
those who are systematically marginalized.  
 
After a long journey of challenging her religious 
beliefs and identifying the many contradictions 
carried out by the Catholic Church, Samantha 
identifies as agnostic and post-institutional.  
 
Raised in a Catholic household, Samantha was 
passively against gay marriage and supported 
traditional gender norms. Her transition to 
secularism opened her mind as she experienced 
issues of race, gender, and class from a new 
perspective. 
 
As a Hispanic female, Samantha actively fights 
beliefs promoted by the Christian right by 
fighting for abortion rights, LGBTQ+ rights, and 
the separation of church and state.  
 
She was involved with climate activism 
throughout high school and was the Head 
Organizer of the Miami chapter of Fridays for 
Future, organizing strikes with over 600 
students. At UCLA, Samantha is involved with 
university workers’ unions and Green New Deal 
UCLA. She is also working with Sunrise LA and 
Street Watch LA to fight for climate justice and 
tenants’ and houseless peoples’ rights. 
 

Increasing Paranormal Belief in Gen Z? 
Submitted by Judy Flattery 

 
The New York Times recently published an 
article, How To Live With A Ghost by Anna Kode 
on 10/26/22. The author connected increasing 
belief in the paranormal, in part, to declining 
religiosity. Here are some relevant excerpts: 
 
 “Many Americans believe that their home is 
inhabited by someone or something that isn’t a 
living being. An October study from the Utah-

based home security company Vivint found that 
nearly half of the thousand surveyed 
homeowners believed that their house was 
haunted. Another survey of 1,000 people by Real 
Estate Witch, an education platform for home 
buyers and sellers, found similar results, with 44 
percent of respondents saying that they’ve lived 
in a haunted house... 
 
“There are generational differences in who 
believes in ghosts. In the Vivint survey, 65 
percent of Gen Zers (defined as people born 
between 1997 and 2012) who participated in 
the survey thought their home was haunted, 
while 35 percent of baby boomers (born 
between 1946 and 1964) surveyed thought the 
same. 
 
“’With so much conversation on TikTok about 
true crime, podcasts about haunted things, and 
crime documentaries, we thought that could be 
spreading this trend among younger people,’ 
said Maddie Weirman, one of the researchers of 
the Vivint survey. 
 
“Gen Z ‘might be searching for meaning in new 
places,” said Sharon Hill author of Scientifical 
Americans: The Culture of Amateur Paranormal 
Researchers,. “If the modern world they live in 
isn’t providing food for the soul, if capitalism is 
a system that drains us of personal 
enlightenment, it’s not hard to figure out that 
younger people will search elsewhere for that 
and find the idea of an alternate world — of 
ghosts, aliens, cryptids, et cetera — to be 
enticing to explore.” 
 
“The pandemic also played a role in society’s 
relationship with houses and ghosts… The 
salience of death in our culture increased, 
igniting a desire for evidence of an afterlife for 
some people… ‘Many times, people lost loved 
ones with no last contact, no funeral,’ said Tok 
Thompson, a folklorist and professor of 
anthropology at the University of Southern 
California… 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/26/realestate/haunted-house-paranormal-ghosts.html
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“Many experts also attribute a decline in 
religious belief to fostering a belief in the 
paranormal. A 2021 Pew Research Center 
survey found that nearly 30 percent of 
Americans were religiously unaffiliated, 10 
percentage points higher than a decade ago. 
 
“After all, the same comfort or understanding 
that religion can bring people can also be found 
in paranormal beliefs.” 
 
The article also noted the following interesting 
real estate trivia: “Most states don’t mention 
paranormal activity in real estate disclosure 
laws, but New York and New Jersey have explicit 
requirements surrounding it. In New Jersey, 
sellers, if asked, must disclose known 
information about any potential poltergeists. In 
New York, a court can rescind a sale if the seller 
has bolstered the reputation of the home being 
haunted and takes advantage of a buyer’s 
ignorance of that notoriety…” Who knew?? 

 
Upcoming Events  

of Interest to Humanists 
 

• November 3: Jack E. Davis: The Bald Eagle: 
The Improbably Journey of America’s Bird. 
UCSB Arts & Lectures event. Jack E. Davis 

• November 19: Ian Bremmer: The Power of 
Crisis: How Three Threats – And Our Response 
– Will Change the World. UCSB Arts & 
Lectures event. Ian Bremmer  

• December 18: Susan Gerbic: Science Activism 
Does Not Stop During a World-Wide 
Pandemic, or How I Spent My Lockdown. 
Center for Inquiry West, Los Angeles. Susan 
Gerbic 

• January 19, 2023: Maria Ressa: How to Stand 
Up to a Dictator. UCSB Arts & Lectures event. 
Maria Ressa 

• January 29, 2023: Thomas Paine Day 
Proclamation Celebration. This is a Zoom 
Event, sponsored by SoCal Secular Coalition 
and hosted by Margaret Downey. Thomas 
Paine Day Proclamation Celebration 

  

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, 

sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Secretary: Diane Krohn, DJKrohn1@gmail.com 

Treasurer: David Flattery, 

david.flattery@post.harvad.edu 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Mary Wilk, Jules 

Bender, Judith Fontana 

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past 
issues of the Secular Circular.  Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an 
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to 
members and interested non-members at no charge.   
 
To Join or Donate to HSSB: Annual Membership dues 
are $36 for an individual, $60 for a couple, $100 for 
a Society Supporter, and $300 (or more) for a Society 
Patron. Dues payments and other donations can be 
made via PayPal (Paypal.me/SBHumanists) or check.  
Include your name and contact information when 
submitting payments. Make checks out to Humanist 
Society of Santa Barbara and mail to Mary Wilk, P.O. 
Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130.  For further 
membership information contact Mary Wilk at 
mwilk@cox.net.  
 
Join our Facebook Group. Watch our speaker videos 
on YouTube.   Subscribe to our Meetup page to be 
notified of upcoming events. 

                               

https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/jack-e-davis/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/ian-bremmer/
https://cfiwest.org/event/science-activism-does-not-stop-during-a-world-wide-pandemic-or-how-i-spent-my-lockdown-2/
https://cfiwest.org/event/science-activism-does-not-stop-during-a-world-wide-pandemic-or-how-i-spent-my-lockdown-2/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/events-tickets/events/22-23/maria-ressa/
https://www.meetup.com/so-cal-secular-coalition/events/289115834/
https://www.meetup.com/so-cal-secular-coalition/events/289115834/
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
https://meetup.com/humanist-society-of-santa-barbara/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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HSSB Calendar 
 

Tuesday November 8 (Election Day), 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for socializing. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  Members always welcome to attend. 

 

Saturday November 12, 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Life Behind Bars: Compassion and Reform. Hybrid prison 
reform educational event hosted on Zoom and at Fellowship Hall at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
- Live Oak facility.  Detailed agenda can be found at the following links. 
For Zoom Attendees:  Registration Link    
For UU-Live Oak location attendees:  Registration Link. 
 

Saturday December 17. Noon – 3pm. HSSB Solstice Picnic at Stow Grove Park. HSSB to provide spiral ham, 

sandwich makings, and beverages. Attendees to provide starters, side dishes, and dessert. $5 donation requested. 

 

 

Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
P.O. Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://bit.ly/SCSCPrisonReform-Register
https://bit.ly/SCSCPrisonReform-LiveOak

