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Join us for TWO Fabulous Presentations This Month on Zoom! 
 

Evolution: The Most Important Idea EVER 

Our Saturday Aug 20 Program: Charles Darwin's discovery of 
evolution by natural selection is arguably the most important idea to 
occur to a human mind. Darwin gave us a logical, testable, workable 
explanation for the variety and design of all life on earth, from 
molecules to minds.  
 
The human mind arises from the brain. The design and architecture 
of the human mind/brain is a product of evolution. The application 
of evolution to the human mind now floods us with extraordinary 
insights. In this talk we will explore a sampling of these insights: 
religious belief, depression, suicide, substance abuse, and other 
areas of interest to attendees.  
 
Our Speaker: Andy Thomson, M.D. is a Board Certified Staff 
Psychiatrist at the University of Virginia Student Health Service. The 
author of numerous publications and a popular public speaker, Dr. 

Thomson is a trustee of the Center for Inquiry and the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and 
Science. As an evolutionary psychiatrist, Dr. Thomson is particularly adept at illuminating all the 
issues which result from the mismatch between useful evolved traits which enabled humans to 
conquer the world vs. the modern world in which we now live. Please join us!  
When: Saturday August 20, 3:00 p.m.  

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833.  
 

A Zoom-Rehearsed & Recorded Reading of Inherit The Wind 

Our Sunday Aug 21 Program: After hearing Dr. Thomson 

expound upon the valuable insights gained from the theory of 

evolution, come enjoy the HSSB premier of this fabulous drama as 

portrayed by our own society’s members and friends. Inherit the 

Wind is based on the Scopes Monkey Trial in which a teacher was 

arrested and tried for the crime of teaching the principles of 

evolution in a Tennessee school. 

 

Talented HSSB director and thespian, Meredith McMinn, along 

with other HSSB members and friends have invested countless 

hours over the past 15 months rehearsing, recording, and editing 

Zoom readings of this masterful play by Jerome Lawrence & Robert 

E. Lee. Please join us for the premiere!  

When: Sunday August 21, 3:00 p.m.  

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833.  
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Dr. Andy Thomson, MD 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833
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Professor Mario T. Garcia: A History of US 
Intervention in Central America and the 

Sanctuary Movement in Los Angeles 
7/16/2022 

By Robert Bernstein 
 
In recent years, much has been said in the news 
about Central American refugees at the 
southern U.S. border. Historical context is rarely 
provided. 
 
The Humanist 
Society of Santa 
Barbara was 
privileged to have 
UCSB Distinguished 
Professor of 
Chicano Studies and 
History, Mario 
Garcia, provide this 
historical context. 
 
HSSB President 
Judy Flattery began 
by connecting some Humanist affirmations to 
the topic of Central American refugees: 
Humanists care about justice and fairness in 
society. We work to eliminate discrimination 
and to help the disadvantaged. 
 
I went on to explain my own involvement in the 
1980s that led to working with Professor Garcia. 
I grew up in a Humanist Jewish family. We were 
raised with a strong awareness of how too many 
Germans stood by and did nothing as the Nazis 
rose to power, taking away all rights of the Jews 
and other minorities and culminating in the 
extermination of six million Jews and others. My 
parents used that awareness to oppose the U.S. 
war in Vietnam and to support the civil rights 
movement. For me, Reagan’s war against the 
people of Central America was a call to action for 
justice. 
 
Although I was a busy physics grad student at 
UCSB, I made time to work with the Committee 
In Solidarity with the People of El Salvador 

(CISPES) and helped found and direct the 
Central America Response Network. 
 
Professor Garcia was 
very kind and generous 
in helping to sponsor our 
organization and events. 
This included showing 
Haskell Wexler’s film, 
Latino to a sold-out 
crowd at Campbell Hall. 
 
Professor Garcia has 
published at least a 
dozen scholarly books 
and was also a Teacher 
of the Year at UCSB. 
 
Garcia began his talk noting the challenging 
times in which we live: Trump, poverty, 
inequality, and millions displaced. He pointed 
out this is not new.  
 
During the 1980s President Reagan funded 
death squads and “authoritarian” governments 
that tortured, raped, and killed tens of 
thousands of innocent people in El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and Nicaragua. At the same time, 
Reagan declared that refugees from these 
atrocities were not really refugees but merely 
“illegal aliens,” a hateful, racist term. Garcia 
affirmed that they are refugees. They are human 
beings in need.  
 
A million Salvadoran refugees came to the U.S. 
Half a million of them settled in Los Angeles. 
Reagan threatened to hunt them down and 
deport them. This threat was met by the 
creation of the Sanctuary Movement by a 
number of religious groups: Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jewish. The movement provided refugees 
with legal, medical, and psychological assistance 
as well as jobs and housing. In some cases, 
housing was provided in the churches as a last 
resort. 
 

Professor Mario T. Garcia 

http://images.moviepostersh
op.com/latino-movie-poster-

1985-1020193481.jpg 
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The idea was that government officials would 
not enter churches to hunt down refugees. Many 
secular groups gave support as well. Our little 
Santa Barbara organizations brought refugees 
to speak about the atrocities they had endured, 
and we raised money for their protection. I 
loaned my car on multiple occasions to shuttle 
them here and in L.A. For a while, they put more 
miles on my car than I did! 
 
One American who reached out to help the 
refugees was Father Luis Olivares, the subject of 
Garcia’s latest book. Olivares developed an 
extensive Sanctuary movement based at Our 
Lady Queen of Angels Church near Union Station 
in L.A. It is the oldest church in L.A., founded 
during the Spanish era. It is also known as “La 
Placita” – the little plaza. Father Olivares said he 
“saw Jesus in the faces of the refugees.” 
 
Garcia talked of the historical context of U.S. 
engagement in Central America and Mexico. 
 
What is imperialism? Imperialism can involve 
physical conquest of land or economic control of 
another country. The U.S. did both in Central 
America and it continues to this day. 
Throughout our history, the U.S. has done many 
good things, but U.S. colonialism/imperialism is 
among the bad things. 
 
In the 1830s and 1840s the U.S. conquered all of 
northern Mexico “El Norte” extending from 
Texas to California. The U.S. claimed it was our 
“Manifest Destiny,” a claim that God wanted the 
U.S. to eventually take over all the Americas. 
This was not seen as taking land but bringing the 
“blessings” of democratic government. This was 
at a time when neither men without property 
nor women could vote. And at a time when 
millions of African Americans were enslaved. 
What “blessings” did they mean, exactly? 
 
Think of city names like Los Angeles, 
Sacramento, Santa Barbara: “These names 
didn’t come over on the Mayflower.”  
 

In 1898 the U.S. declared war on Spain to take 
control of Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Philippines. 
Part of Colombia was taken to create Panama for 
the canal to serve U.S. interests. 
 
In 1916 General Pershing fought General 
Francisco (Pancho) Villa in Mexico. “Dollar 
diplomacy” created “banana republics”. 
Agriculture served U.S. corporations, providing 
cash from crops like coffee and bananas, rather 
than feeding the people who lived there.  United 
Fruit became the largest landowner in 
Guatemala. President Theodore Roosevelt had a 
very progressive domestic program; but he 
expanded the Monroe Doctrine to allow the U.S. 
to intervene in Mexico, the Caribbean, and 
Central America to benefit U.S. interests. 
 
Later, President Franklin Roosevelt infamously 
said of Nicaraguan dictator Somoza: “He may be 
a son of a bitch, but he is our son of a bitch.” In 
1954 Guatemala had a democratically elected 
government that was starting to buy back land 
from United Fruit to give back to the people to 
grow food. John Foster Dulles and the CIA under 
Eisenhower overthrew that government and 
Guatemala has never recovered. 
 
The 1959 Cuban revolution was a nationalist 
revolution to throw out the Mafia and corrupt 
U.S. businesses. The 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion, 
launched from the U.S., attempted to suppress 
the revolution, but the Cuban people defeated it. 
The U.S. imposed a blockade on Cuba that 
continues to this day, with a partial break during 
the Obama administration. 
 
Garcia’s book, Father Luis Olivares, a Biography: 
Faith Politics and the Origins of the Sanctuary 
Movement in Los Angeles,  begins in the 1970s as 
people in El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Guatemala 
began to fight back against U.S. funded atrocities 
and oppression. The U.S. School of the Americas 
in Ft. Benning, Georgia trained many Central 
American troops in methods of torture. One 
result was the 1981 massacre in El Mozote, El 
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Salvador. 1,000 people were murdered in a 
small town, half of them children. 
 
Archbishop Oscar Romero in El Salvador 
pleaded with the U.S. to stop sending weapons. 
He was murdered by the Salvadoran military 
with the knowledge of their U.S. supporters. 
Soon after, three U.S. nuns and a female lay 
worker were raped and murdered by the 
Salvadoran military. 
 
In 1979, ABC journalist Bill Stewart was 
murdered on camera by the U.S. supported 
Somoza dictatorship. Another embarrassment 

for Jimmy Carter and his 
talk of “Human Rights” 
while he funded dictators. 
Carter was forced to cut 
off aid to Somoza and the 
Nicaraguan Revolution 
was able to succeed.  
 
Carter and Reagan both 
believed that it was OK to 
support brutal dictators 

as long as they claimed they were fighting 
“Communism”. But it was all a lie as union and 
land reform organizers were called 
“Communists” and hunted down and murdered. 
 
Garcia went 
on to tell 
more of the 
story of 
Father 
Olivares. His 
parents 
were 
refugees of 
the 1910 
Mexican 
revolution. He grew up with a concern for 
helping refugees. At age 13 he decided to 
become a priest. He joined the Claretian Order of 
missionaries, attending high school, college, and 
theological training there. 
 

He eventually became treasurer of the order, 
leading to being wined, dined, and taken to 
Broadway shows by Wall Street investors. He 
came to be 
known as 
Father Gucci 
for his fancy 
suits and 
shoes! He was 
living the high 
life. Then in 
1975 he met 
United Farm 
Workers organizer Cesar Chavez and realized he 
belonged in the 
community. He 
worked with 
United 
Neighborhoods 
Organization in 
L.A.  
 
Olivares invited 
refugees to 
sleep in his 
La Placita 
church. He 
officially 
declared the 
church a 
Sanctuary 
on 
December 
12, 1985. He 
didn’t stop 
there. He expanded his invitation to 
undocumented Mexicans and to the homeless. 
600 people slept in the church on some nights. 
The church hierarchy didn’t like this.  
 
The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 
1986 (IRCA) gave amnesty to undocumented 
immigrants who had arrived before 1982, but it 
came down hard on those who arrived after that. 
Employers were penalized for hiring such 
people, which led to discrimination against legal 
Latinos as well. 

ABC News correspondent 
Bill Stewart in Nicaragua. 

Courtesy ABC News 

Fr. Olivares & Cesar Chavez 

Fr. Luis Olivarez at La Placita 

Refugees sleeping in the pews at La Placita 

Young Luis Olivares & His Father 
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Olivares was part of a larger Liberation 
Theology movement that began in 1960 among 
Latin American bishops. It has its roots in 
Matthew 25:35-40 in which Jesus praised those 
who fed him when he was hungry, clothed him 
when he was naked, welcomed him when he was 
a stranger, and housed him when he was 
homeless. It was a call for the church to 
prioritize serving the poor and oppressed. 
 
Central to the idea was “praxis,” that one should 
not only read, learn, and think about issues, but 
also act on them: “applied theology”. 
 
The church had always been concerned with 
“personal sin.” Liberation Theology instead 
emphasized “social sins” like slavery, racism, 
genocide, oppression of women, and 
exploitation of workers. Under this theology, it 
was OK to break the law to serve a higher law of 
God. 
 
By 1990 church leaders decided that Olivares 
was too controversial and wanted to transfer 
him to Texas; however, his recent HIV positive 
status and on-going threats from LA-based 
Salvadoran death squads thwarted the transfer. 
 
Olivares was 
arrested many 
times. Garcia 
showed photos 
of 
Olivares being 
arrested along 
with celebrities 
like Martin 

Sheen and Blase Bonpane. Martin Sheen was 
once asked if he was a Communist. “Worse! I am 
a Catholic,” was his reply.  
 
On January 19, 1992 the Peace Accords were 
signed in Mexico City that brought an official 
peace to El Salvador. Olivares died two years 
later. 
 
Professor Garcia ended with some “take aways”:  
• Migration is a human right.  
• All people should be treated with dignity.  
• We must oppose policies of economic and 

political oppression. 
• Support legalization of 11 million 

undocumented immigrants in the U.S. They 
are not criminals, but essential parts of the 
U.S. economy. 

• Support legalizing the status of “Dreamers,” 
immigrants who were brought as children 
and know no other country but the U.S.  
 

Garcia praised Americans for welcoming 
European refugees from the war in Ukraine. He 
would like to see us also extend this welcome to 
those with darker skin who are fleeing horrors 
in the Middle East, Latin America, and Africa. 
 
His final words were about democracy: “We 
almost lost it on January 6. We need to stay 
mobilized or we can lose it. And we need to 
vote!” 
 
Judy Flattery asked about claims of “caravans” of 
refugees heading to the southern U.S. border. 
Garcia said there are caravans for very good 
reason: security. Refugees migrating alone 
through Mexico risk being robbed and raped 
(although many good people in Mexico offer 
food, shelter, and water to these refugees). 
Traveling together in caravans provide safety in 
numbers. 
 
Judy Fontana asked about Garcia’s claim that the 
maquiladoras (factories mostly in border areas) 
primarily hire women. Garcia said this has a long 
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history. These factories are often controlled by 
U.S. or Japanese companies. They justify hiring 
women by claiming they have better fine motor 
skills for assembly work, but the real reason 
women are hired is that they are easier to 
exploit. They regularly suffer sexual assault and 
murder. 
 
I asked about President Biden sending Vice 
President Harris to Central America to solve the 
crisis causing the refugees. Garcia said she was 
trying to get U.S. industries to invest there, but 
that hasn’t worked out very well in the past.  
 
He gives credit to the administration for funding 
private aid agencies that are less corrupt, but the 
challenge is to establish real democracy. There 
is a long history of the U.S. undermining those 
efforts if they conflict with U.S. interests in the 
region. 
 
Meredith asked about NGOs we can support to 
provide assistance to Central American 
refugees. I suggested CISPES. Judy Flattery 
suggested the U.N. High Commission on 
Refugees (UNHCR) and Direct Relief 
International. 
 
Professor Garcia was still answering our 
questions after almost two hours! He pointed 
out that Trump supporters want to return to a 
time when the majority of the country was 
white. That is not going to happen. California is 
already a “majority minority” state and other 
states are heading that way, too. Trump plays up 
fears of dark-skinned people, but these are the 
people who pick the crops, do construction, 
wash cars, and serve as nannies. They are not 
“taking jobs” but doing the work others don’t 
want to do.  
 
We must not let the right wing monopolize our 
flag. Latinos fought in every U.S. war. This 
includes 500,000 who fought in the U.S. Armed 
Forces in WWII. He called them true patriots. 
You can view Professor Garcia’s talk here on our 
HSSB YouTube channel. 

Editorial: Activist HSSB Member 
Thrilled With Kansas Vote 

By Marian Shapiro 
 

I am absolutely ecstatic about the vote in Kansas 
on an amendment to the Kansas Constitution 
which Anti-Choice groups wanted to pass. Some 
of our readers know that Marty and I moved to 
rural Kansas for his first post-doctoral teaching 
job at one of the five state universities, and 
where I helped start a small Planned 
Parenthood clinic.   
 
Our clinic was picketed by Anti-Choice 
protestors every week who tried unsuccessfully 
to close and defund our family planning 
clinic.   The vote in Kansas on Aug. 2 was 
expected to be a close vote, but it was much 
better than that. In this Red state (2/3 
Republican, 1/3 Democrat) on a primary 
election which usually gets a very low turnout, 
Kansans showed up in droves, way more than 
expected, and the margin was almost 20% more 
for Choice than for Anti-Abortion.   

I'm hoping that the overturning of Roe v. Wade 
will cause many more people in every state to 
show up to vote in November.  Americans 
strongly believe that women can be trusted to 
make our own reproductive health care 
decisions about when to have children and do 
not want politicians outlawing any 
options.  What happened to the FREEDOM we 
Americans are so proud to have? Freedom to 
choose abortion, to choose contraception, to 
choose whom we marry, to choose to believe in 
God or not.    

https://youtu.be/pEHn3TmKnjw
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We do not have the right to force others to 
follow the beliefs of one religion. A few centuries 
ago, European countries had state religions 
which caused many to leave those countries and 
come to the United States for the freedom of 
religion.  And now the new Justices on the 
Supreme Court have decided to impose their 
religious beliefs about when life begins on our 
U.S. population.   
 
The vote in Kansas shows them that Americans 
are unwilling to allow religious dogma to be 
forced on them. Making abortion illegal, does 
not stop abortions.  It only stops medically safe 
abortions.  We “old ladies” remember the 
dangerous times before Roe (in 1973) when 
thousands of women died every year from 
trying to end pregnancies with coat hangers, 
knitting needles or back-alley abortions from 
quacks instead of MDs.  We refuse to go back to 
those times.  With a strong enough majority of 
elected Pro-Choice Members of Congress (of 
both parties) we can make it federal law that 
states cannot outlaw abortion, as was the law 
before the overturning of Roe v. Wade.  
 
As we all know, these restrictive rules hurt poor 
women and people of color more than those 
who have money to fly anywhere to get the 
health care they need.  But many can’t afford to 
be gone for a few days or pay for flights.  
 
Ten years before Roe, when I needed an 
abortion, I thought about going to Japan. At that 
time, you needed not only a gynecologist, but 
two psychiatrists had to say that you needed to 
terminate the pregnancy for your mental health. 
My parents were members of the medical 
community and had friends who could make 
those arrangements. This is what is meant by 
being a ‘person of privilege’. Most Americans 
don’t have equal access to those services if you 
have to know the right people who have the 
power and are willing to help. 
 
What can you do? Following the vote in Kansas, 
many citizens supporting our democracy and 

the rule of law are volunteering to join in writing 
pro-choice postcards to voters in important 
races across the country where handwritten 
cards are known to encourage and motivate 
more people to come out and vote.  Names and 
addresses are provided, along with a suggested 
script.  Volunteers can order 
postcards: www.postcardstovoters.org.   If you 
don’t have time to write them perhaps you 
would be willing to supply postcards or 44 cent 
stamps for others to use. Please let me know if 
you’d like to volunteer to write or donate cards 
or stamps.    - marianshapiro@gmail.com 
 

 
 

The Rise of the Nones  
and the Decline of the Nuns 

By Judy Flattery 

 
We’ve all heard about the ‘Rise of the Nones’ 
especially among the under 30 age group where 
more than half say they have no religious 
affiliation: “Your religion?” If they answer 

http://www.postcardstovoters.org/
mailto:marianshapiro@gmail.com
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atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular” they 
are categorized as ‘Nones’.  
 
The 2021 Pew Research Center surveys noted 
that Americans who identify as Christians has 
dropped 12% over the past decade (from 78% 
to 63%) while the religiously unaffiliated ‘nones’ 
have increased from 16% to 29% of the U.S. 
population. Christians only outnumber ‘nones’ 
by a 2:1 margin vs. outnumbering them by a 5:1 
margin just 15 years ago.  
 
The ‘Nones’ are definitely rising! 
 
In contrast, there is another homonymic group in 
steep decline: Roman Catholic Nuns. According 
to a July 2022 report by ABC News: 
• Over the past 50 years the number of nuns in 

America have declined by 76%.  
• In 2022 there are fewer than 42,000 nuns in 

in America. 
• The average American nun is 80 years old. 
• Less than 1% of nuns in America are under 

40 years old. 
• At this rate there will be fewer than 1000 

nuns in America by 2042 (according to the 
Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate). 
 

 

Why is this happening? I suspect it is a 
combination of factors including: 
- Scandals in the Catholic church (widespread 

sexual abuse scandals, indigenous people 
Catholic boarding school scandals, etc.) 
undermining its moral authority claim of 
being a ‘force for good in the world’ 

- Significant expansion of employment 
opportunities for women in secular society 
vs. the traditional paths of wife, mother, 
secretary, nurse, teacher, or nun, 

- Limited opportunities for women to lead and 
advance in the Church hierarchy, 

- Greater acceptance of women who choose to 
remain unmarried or enter into same sex 
partnerships, 

- Burnout syndrome among younger nuns 
expected to do all the ‘heavy lifting’ in 
convents, 

- Abuse of power by authoritarian convent 
leadership (psychological, emotional, and 
physical abuse), 

- Overall decline in religious affiliation in the 
western world. 
 

The Turning: The Sisters Who Left is a 13-episode 
podcast which takes you behind the scenes into 
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity. Former 
sisters who 
worked closely 
with Mother 
Teresa describe 
her bold vision 
and commitment 
but also share 
their stories of 
suffering, abuse, 
and betrayal. 
 
HSSB members may recall that Lon Ostrander 
spoke to us earlier this year about The Clergy 
Project which helps non-believing ex-clergy deal 
with the loss of their identity, community, and 
calling while supporting them in constructing 
the next chapter of their life. Lon’s talk can be 
found on our YouTube channel.  

https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/12/14/about-three-in-ten-u-s-adults-are-now-religiously-unaffiliated/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/americas-nun-population-steep-decline/story?id=87426990
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-turning-the-sisters-who-left/id1566966691
https://clergyproject.org/
https://clergyproject.org/
https://youtu.be/Bsa54aAC2e0
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Lon’s message applies equally to nones and to 
ex-nuns: “You are not alone.” 
 

Upcoming On-line Events  
of Interest to Humanists 

 
• August 11: Mark Reimers: Genes and the 

Mind. American Humanist Association. 
Zoom presentation. Mark Reimers 
 

• August 20: Eddie Tabash: The Supreme 
Court Has Devastated the Separation of 
Church and State. SoCal Secular Coalition 
Zoom event. Eddie Tabash 

 
• August 21: Susan Gerbic: Science Activism 

Does Not Stop During a World-Wide 
Pandemic, or How I Spent My Lockdown. 
Center for Inquiry West, Los Angeles. Susan 
Gerbic 

 
• September 18: The Great Satan Speaks! An 

Evening with Robert Green Ingersoll, 
performed by Ernest Kearney. Center for 
Inquiry West, Los Angeles. Proof of 
vaccination required. An Evening with 
Robert Green Ingersoll 

 
• October 20-23: CSICon 2022, Las Vegas, NV. 

CSICon is back! Speakers include mentalist 
Banachek, Susan Gerbic, Richard Dawkins, 
Eddie Tabash, Julia Sweeney, and many 
more. CSI Conference 2022 

 

• October 28-30: Freedom From Religion 
Foundation National Convention, San 
Antonio, TX. Speakers include author John 
Irving, Texas commentator Jim Hightower, 
abortion rights advocate Amy Hagstrom 
Miller, and many others, FFRF Convention 

 
  

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, 

sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Secretary: Diane Krohn, DJKrohn1@gmail.com 

Treasurer: David Flattery, 

david.flattery@post.harvad.edu 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Mary Wilk, Jules 

Bender, Judith Fontana 

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past 
issues of the Secular Circular.  Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an 
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to 
members and interested non-members at no charge.   
 
To Join or Donate to HSSB: Annual Membership dues 
are $36 for an individual, $60 for a couple, $100 for 
a Society Supporter, and $300 (or more) for a Society 
Patron. Dues payments and other donations can be 
made via PayPal (Paypal.me/SBHumanists) or check.  
Include your name and contact information when 
submitting payments. Make checks out to Humanist 
Society of Santa Barbara and mail to Mary Wilk, P.O. 
Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130.  For further 
membership information contact Mary Wilk at 
mwilk@cox.net.  
 
Join our Facebook Group. Watch our speaker videos 
on YouTube.   Subscribe to our Meetup page to be 
notified of upcoming events. 

                               

https://americanhumanist.org/events/critical-minds-genes-and-the-mind/
https://www.meetup.com/so-cal-secular-coalition/events/287384533/
https://cfiwest.org/event/science-activism-does-not-stop-during-a-world-wide-pandemic-or-how-i-spent-my-lockdown/
https://cfiwest.org/event/science-activism-does-not-stop-during-a-world-wide-pandemic-or-how-i-spent-my-lockdown/
https://cfiwest.org/event/the-great-satan-speaks-an-evening-with-robert-green-ingersoll/
https://cfiwest.org/event/the-great-satan-speaks-an-evening-with-robert-green-ingersoll/
https://csiconference.org/
https://ffrf.org/outreach/convention
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
https://meetup.com/humanist-society-of-santa-barbara/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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HSSB Calendar 
 

Tuesday August 16, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for socializing. Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.   Members always welcome to attend. 

Saturday August 20, 3:00 p.m. Evolution: The Most Important Idea EVER. Dr. Andy Thomson, MD, 

evolutionary psychiatrist, University of Virginia. Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833.  
Sunday August 21, 3:00 p.m. Premier of the HSSB Zoom Production of Inherit The Wind. Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833. 
Tuesday September 13, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Members always welcome to attend. Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.   

Saturday September 17. Humanism, Rationalism, and Religious Tension in India. Babu Gogeneni, Indian 

Humanist, rationalist, and human rights activist. 

Tuesday October 11, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for socializing. Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.   Members always welcome to attend. 

Saturday October 15, 3:00 p.m. The Phantom God: What Neuroscience Reveals about the Compulsion to 

Believe. Dr. John C. Wathey, Computational biologist. Wathey Research. Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833.  
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