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Join us for our May speaker meeting on Zoom: 

 
Seeing Into The Cold: The Story of NASA and ESA’s 

James Webb Space Telescope 
 

Program: James Webb Space 
Telescope (JWST), the largest 
space telescope ever built, is 
now in permanent orbit around 
the Sun. In this non-technical talk 
Dr. Freedman will explain the 
purpose of the telescope, how it 
differs from other space 
telescopes like Hubble, and what 
astronomers hope to learn by 
using the JWST. 
 

Our Speaker:  Roger Freedman is an emeritus teaching professor of physics at UCSB. He is the co-
author of several textbooks on astronomy and physics. He is currently working on an educational 
comic book for physics students. In the 1970s Dr. Freedman worked as a comic book letterer and 
helped organize the San Diego Comic-Con (now the world’s largest popular culture convention).   

When: Saturday, May 21 at 3:00 pm Pacific  
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833 

 
COVID-19 Pandemic: What’s Next? 

Dave Flattery will present an update on the state of the COVID-19 pandemic.  All 
are welcome to attend. Hear the previous recording at this link. Last month’s 
special topic was skeptically assessing the reported “0 cases” in North Korea, and 
Turkmenistan as well as the resurgence in Hong Kong, China. What will this month 
bring? Dave will keep you up to date. Join us.  
When: Sunday May 29 at 3pm Pacific.  
Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099 
 

Humanist Society of Santa Barbara Meetup Page: HSSB posts our event on our own Meetup page. 
If you subscribe to our Meetup page (it is a free service), Meetup will let you know every time we create 
a new event. It has the capability of adding events to your Google, iCal, Outlook, or Yahoo Calendar. It 
will remind you of events of interest and provide details of where to meet, whether virtually or in-
person. Please subscribe to stay up to date on our activities: HSSB Meetup Page 

Newsletter of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
 

     www.SBHumanists.org       MAY 2022 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833
https://youtu.be/u35Uk8pFs9s
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://meetup.com/humanist-society-of-santa-barbara/
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
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Spring Pot-Luck Picnic Get Together 
at Stow Park 

Approximately thirty HSSB members gathered 
in Stow Park on April 16 for great food and 
conversation. 

Our next pot-luck is on June 18 in Stowe Park, 
Area 2. All are welcome. Bring a dish to share. 

 

Thanks to picnic organizer, Judy Fontana! 
Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

Preparing the buffet. Photo credit: Robert Bernstein 

Ann, Wilma, and Ron. Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

 

Just a bit chilly. Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

 

David and Bonnie. Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

 

Robert, Judy, and Merlie. Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

 



 

 

The HSSB Secular Circular – May 2022 3 

 
Get Involved with HSSB 

Board elections for the upcoming 1-year term 
will be held in June. We welcome any HSSB 

member to apply for a Board position.  Terms 
run for 12 months: July1, 2022 – June 30, 2023.  
 

We have three officers: President, Secretary, and  
Treasurer. We also have several at-large 
positions that deal with other aspects of running 
our society such as membership retention and 
growth, publicity, creating our monthly 
newsletter, engaging interesting speakers, 
managing our technology platforms, guiding our 
direction, and organizing social activities.  
 
If you are interested in contributing your talents 
or wisdom in any of these areas, please contact 
Judy Flattery or any board member to learn 
more.  
 
Not a member yet? If you are interested in 

Humanism and in connecting with other humanists, 

atheists, agnostics, skeptics, and freethinkers, 

please consider joining our Society. Membership 

information can be found in the box on page 5.  

 
 

Mubarek Bala Update 
 
On April 2, 2022, Mubarek Bala the President of 
the Nigerian Humanist Association, was 
sentenced to 24 years in prison in Kano State 
Nigeria. Bala has been sentenced for posting 
‘blasphemous’ content on Facebook. Bala had 
been in prison awaiting trial for the last two 
years, and humanists around the world have 
been campaigning for his release during that 
time. 
 
His case has long been plagued with procedural 
irregularities, including not being charged for 
462 days, being denied access to his legal team 
and his family for five months, being denied 
medical care, and having hearings repeatedly 
delayed. The Abuja High Court also ruled that he 
should be released on bail, but this was ignored 
by the authorities in Kano State, where he is 
held. 
 

Good food, good company.  
Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

 

Lloyd, Wayne, and Diane. Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

 

Suzanne & Tom. Photo credit: Marian Shapiro 

 



4 The HSSB Secular Circular – May 2022 

Dr. Leo Igwe is the founder of the Nigerian 
Humanist Association and a Board member of 
Humanists International. He told Humanists 
International: 
 
‘The Humanist community in Nigeria is utterly 
shocked by the sentencing of Mubarak Bala for 
blasphemy. It is utterly disgraceful that a court 
in this 21st century could convict an individual 
for making innocuous posts on Facebook. 
 
‘Today is a sad day for humanism, human rights, 
and freedom in Nigeria. The sentencing of 
Mubarak Bala is a stark violation of the rights to 
freedom of expression and freedom of religion 
or belief. We urge the authorities in Nigeria to 
ensure that this judicial charade does not stand.’ 
(Excerpted from humanists.uk/2022/04/05) 
 

Update on 
Ukraine Invasion  
Professor Adrian 
Ivakhiv, visiting 
scholar at UCSB 
Carsey-Wolf Center, 
who spoke to HSSB in 
a special event on 
March 5, presented an 
update about the war 
in Ukraine to UCSB on 

April 5. In case you missed the UCSB update the 
recording is available here. 

 
Secular Student Activist Scholarships 

 

The HSSB Board has decided once again to 
support the Secular Student Alliance 
Scholarship program for secular college student 
activists in California. Deadline to apply is July 
31, 2022. Interested students should apply at 
secularstudents.org. 

 
 

Seen on a T-Shirt.  
 

A richness of experience and discoveries is 
available in trying on different perspectives 
vs. being resolutely stuck in one “right” 
point of view. 

Submitted by Nan Cisney 

Professor Adrian Ivakhiv 

https://ucsb.app.box.com/s/y8x1kpsdoh9ewexol4mntdq92ai6mihf
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Upcoming Events of Interest to 
Humanists 

All of these events are online except for the UCSB 
Arts and Lectures events and the American 
Atheists Convention. The UCSB events require 
proof of full vaccination if you attend in person. 

 
• May 13 (Friday the 13th!): 

Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Center 
International Educational Seminar. 
Sponsored by Freethought Society. Zoom 
Link. 

▪ 4pm: social activist Babu Gogineni 
will tell us about superstitions that 
prevail in India.  

▪ 4:30pm: Norm Allen will convey the 
many African superstitions he 
throughout his 30-year career as the 
founder and president of African 
Americans for Humanism.  

▪ 5:00pm Keynote Speaker, Stuart 
Vyse, an American psychologist, 
teacher, and author will speak about 
critical thinking and belief in 
superstitions. 

 
• May 17:  Maggie Garrett: Speaking of 

Humanism: Private School Vouchers are 
Never the Right Choice.  American Humanist 
Association presentation.  Maggie Garrett 
 

• June 21:  Wayne Laufert: Speaking of 
Humanism:  Behaving Decently: Kurt 
Vonnegut’s Humanism.  American Humanist 
Association presentation.  Wayne Laufert 
 

• June 24-26:  American Humanist 
Association 81st Annual Conference.  More 
information on registration and speakers 
coming soon.  AHA 81st Annual Conference 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, 

sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Secretary: Sondra Wikman, 

sondra.wikman@gmail.com 

Treasurer: David Flattery, 

david.flattery@post.harvad.edu 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Mary Wilk, Jules 

Bender, Judith Fontana, Hugh Smart 

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 

Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past 
issues of the Secular Circular.  Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an 
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to 
members and interested non-members at no charge.   
 
To Join or Donate to HSSB: Annual Membership dues 
are $36 for an individual, $60 for a couple, $100 for 
a Society Supporter, and $300 (or more) for a Society 
Patron. Dues payments and other donations can be 
made via PayPal (Paypal.me/SBHumanists) or check.  
Include your name and contact information when 
submitting payments. Make checks out to Humanist 
Society of Santa Barbara and mail to Mary Wilk, P.O. 
Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130.  For further 
membership information contact Mary Wilk at 
mwilk@cox.net.  
 
Join our Facebook Group. Watch our speaker videos 
on YouTube.   Subscribe to our Meetup page to be 
notified of upcoming events. 

                               

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86353180314?pwd=aTBZZDA3a2RTbTFpc21nSlFHYmJzQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86353180314?pwd=aTBZZDA3a2RTbTFpc21nSlFHYmJzQT09
https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-private-school-vouchers-are-never-the-right-choice/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-behaving-decently-kurt-vonneguts-humanism/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/ahas-81st-annual-conference/
mailto:sondra.wikman@gmail.com
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
https://meetup.com/humanist-society-of-santa-barbara/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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HSSB Calendar 

Tuesday May 17, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for dinner & socializing. Zoom 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.   Members always welcome to attend. 

Saturday May 21, 3:00 p.m. Seeing Into The Cold: The Story of NASA and ESA’s James Webb Space 
Telescope. Dr. Roger Freedman, emeritus professor, UCSB.  

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833.  
 

Sunday May 29, 3:00 p.m. Dave Flattery. COVID-19 Pandemic Models Update. 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099. 

 

Tuesday June 14, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for dinner & socializing. Zoom 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  Members always welcome to attend. 

 

Saturday June 18. HSSB Summer Solstice Potluck Picnic. Stow Grove Park. Area 2 which has no shade so 

bring a hat or maybe a parasol.12 pm Noon. Potluck: Bring a dish to pass and your own cutlery. $5 donation 

requested. Open to members and interested non-members. RSVP to Judy Fontana via phone 805 280-9175 or 

email judithannfontana@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 
Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
P.O. Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
mailto:judithannfontana@yahoo.com

