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Please join us for our March Speaker Meeting… 

 
Beyond Doubt: The Secularization of Society 

Dr. Ryan Cragun 
Professor of Sociology, University of Tampa  

Program: For a short period in the late 20th century and early 21st century, there were a number of 
scholars who suggested that any indicators of declining religiosity were overstated and temporary. 
Those scholars were very vocal, widely cited, and wrong.  

In our forthcoming book, we illustrate that most countries 
for which we have data have experienced secularization 
over the last 40 to 50 years. Rates of religious belief, 
behavior, and belonging have declined.  

In this talk, Dr. Cragun will briefly explore the key elements 
of the theory of secularization, examine data from around 
the world, then focus on some specific countries to provide 
more nuanced explanations of what is occurring. 

Speaker: Dr. Ryan Cragun is a husband, father, and 
sociologist of worldviews (listed in order of importance). 
The focus of his scholarship is Mormonism and nonreligion. 
His research has been published in a variety of academic 
journals, such as: Journal for the Scientific Study of 
Religion, Sociology of Religion, and Social Science and 
Medicine. He's the author or editor of numerous books, 
including Organized Secularism in the US. When he's not 
working, he's spending time with his wife and son, hiking, 
or tinkering with computers. For more about his work, visit 
his website: www.ryantcragun.com. Originally from Utah, 
he now lives in Florida and works at The University of 
Tampa. 

When: Saturday March19 at 3pm Pacific/6pm Eastern. 
Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833. 
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COVID-19 Pandemic: What’s Next? 
 
Dave Flattery will present 

an update on the state of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  All 

are welcome to attend.  

When: Sunday March 27 

at 3pm Pacific/6pm 

Eastern. NOTE: During the 

February 19 speaker meeting we erroneously 

announced that the next COVID talk would be 

March 6.  The next COVID talk is March 27. Please 

join us at the following Zoom link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099. 

 

Susanna McIntyre, Atheist Republic 

Building Godless Community and 
International Engagement – 2/19/22 

By Robert Bernstein 

Susanna McIntyre is President and CEO of 
Atheist Republic, but this was far from how she 
started out in life.  

Susanna was raised Catholic in a community 
that was so Catholic that she did not even know 
that she was Catholic until she was 14 years old! 

She did not experience abuse by nuns such as 
being slapped with rulers. She went through 
several sacraments including baptism, 
reconciliation (confession), and First 
Communion, but as the time neared for her 

Confirmation she realized she 
was "not with the program". 

She began to question things 
at age 12. From kindergarten 

to fifth grade, she had been 
at one school. Her parents 
decided to send her to an 
all-girls Catholic school in 
another city. She had no 

say in the decision and felt this was a "violating" 
moment. It meant many things to her, including 
losing friends. 

This made her question other things she was 
taught, including God. She also realized she was 
bisexual. At age 16 she attempted suicide. Those 
two "sins" would be "fast passes to Hell" for a 
Catholic! 

She said she felt she had to leave God behind to 
feel some love for herself. She now sees it as 
deciding not to follow God rather than to leave 
God. She didn't like his rules. Still, she felt bad for 
not doing what she was taught to do. 

She felt she was becoming more of a black sheep, 
a bad person, a bad girl for these things. These 
thoughts created an inner struggle. People 
raised Catholic experience a lot of guilt. "If you 
have time to think, you have time to feel guilty." 

Susanna came from a conservative background 
and sought a more accepting space. Left-
oriented people seemed to be more accepting of 
diversity and she ventured into leftism, what we 
would now call a “Woke Doctrine”. 

In college, Susanna minored in critical race and 
gender studies. She received honors for her 
writings. She became more radicalized when 
Trump was elected. She couldn't believe adults 
were not doing everything possible to stop it. 

Who was putting boots on the ground to stop it? 
Antifa. 

By 2019 she was experiencing severe mental 
unwellness. She studied critical thinking and 
cult psychology. She noticed red flags for the 
ideologies in which she had come to believe. 

She discovered the atheist community online 
and continued practicing critical thinking. When 
she discovered the ex-Muslim movement, the 
thoughts and sentiments they shared provided 
an opening. Their criticisms challenged her 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
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support of the more extreme leftism. She came 
to think the leftists were anti-liberal in a way. 

In them she saw an over-emphasis on 
oppression narratives that were used more to 
divide and split people by identity groups rather 
than bringing them together. While she is still 
very liberal, she decided to leave this version of 
the Left. Susanna is very aware that even 
mainstream conservatives are far more of a 
threat to free thinking than this Far Left. 

She became President and CEO of Atheist 
Republic (AR), founded by Armin Navabi and 
currently celebrating their 10th year. AR is the 
largest community of atheists in the world. They 
have "consulates" (local AR chapters) in over 70 
countries. It is a community where members are 
free to express their non-belief. Atheist Republic 
has over two million on-line followers on 
Facebook, where it started. It is now on every 
major social media platform. It has enabled its 
followers to connect with each other and meet 
each other so as not to feel so isolated. 

Many atheists around the world want to engage 
and need a safe and private way to do so. There 
is a private AR group on Facebook as well. 
Susanna commented that a sense of belonging is 
important to counter suicidality. 

International Engagement is a major purpose of 
Atheist Republic.  

Susanna showed a map of the percentage of 
religiously unaffiliated population. “Religiously 
unaffiliated” does not necessarily mean atheism. 
Definitions vary widely and researchers often 
don't ask the right questions. "None" on a survey 
doesn't necessarily mean atheist. It might mean 
a superstitious “woke” practice, for example. 

Atheism is growing. According to a recently 
published study by Pew Research, 3 in 10 
American adults identify as religiously 
unaffiliated. Other religions are not growing.   

Even in the Middle East she said that people are 
leaving Islam. It must be remembered that it is 
dangerous and illegal in many places to admit 
one has left Islam. Apostacy is punishable by 
death in some countries. 

Muslims and Christians have several 
organizational advantages over the 
atheist/humanist communities: they been 
organizing internationally for centuries. They 
have the benefit of dogma that can market their 
religion effectively. They can make fantastic 
promises e.g. in Islam: "He who built a mosque 
for Allah, Allah would build for him a house in 
Paradise." 

In addition to dogma, religions have Authority, 
Incentivized Virtues, Intergenerational Familial 
Culture of Participation as well as physical and 
financial resource Empires. 

Most religions teach followers they have a 
sacred duty to spread their message. I will note 
this is not true for the Jewish religion, which is 
not evangelical in any way (which may explain 
its small numbers). 

Religions often provide services like food banks 
and have missionaries to spread their message 
abroad. 

Susanna advocates a similar approach for 
atheists, as long as it is voluntary. The idea is to 
have a positive message and build lasting 
organizations. She includes secular groups like 
Amnesty International and Humanist 
International as examples of lasting 
organizations. 

However, atheists tend to be anti-
organizational! She sees Humanism as a good 
place to start with positive values. She likes 
AHA’s Ten Commitments of Humanism. 

The left often sees it as un-PC (politically 
correct) to criticize other countries, but we must 
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do so when a country forbids free expression, 
especially when it involves prison or death. 

Susanna showed a global map of blasphemy 
laws. It is shocking how many Western 
countries still have such laws or only recently 
abandoned them. 

It can also be effective to fight for specific people 
caught up in these archaic laws. Soheil Arabi was 
sentenced to death in Iran under such a law. 
Public pressure led to his sentence being 
commuted. And eventually he was released! 
Even governments like Iran care how they are 
seen internationally. 

Susanna then invited audience questions from 
the 50 people present at this point. 

She was asked about her concern about leftist 
methods. She said it is useful to see how minds 
are actually changed. Calling people racist or 
bigoted is not helpful. Engaging with people is 
what actually works. 

She gave an example of a person who ran a Nazi 
music store. A gay Jewish couple came in and 
talked to him. He didn't like it, but over time, as 
he got to know them, he realized they were not 
what he expected. They treated him with a 
compassion that he didn't think he deserved. 

Mars asked about criticism of Islam or Hinduism 
being called hate speech. Susanna said it is funny 
that AR is called a far-right group as a result! 
This happened when their criticism expanded 
beyond Christianity. 

Judy Flattery made the distinction between 
criticizing ideas vs. criticizing people. It is fair 
and appropriate to criticize ideas. Criticizing 
people, however, can result in defensiveness 
and shut down communication.  

Dave Rice suggested people get involved with 
local United Nations associations, which share a 
common vision with humanism. 

Zachary compared what AR is doing to hitting a 
hornets’ nest. Susanna agreed that AR pushes 
the limits. They now have the Blasphemous Art 
Project that produces art depicting sacred 
religious figures in sexually explicit poses and 
interactions. They have been threatened and 
sued. But she pointed out it is better than in 
years past. No embassy bombings! People 
become de-sensitized to it, which is part of the 
point. 

An atheist in India identified as "Shreyaaaa" 
asked if organized or unorganized religion is 
more harmful. Susanna said that was a tough 
question. Unorganized religions can "shape 
shift" whereas organized religions can find 
themselves boxed-in by their dogma, and then 
have to work hard to reinterpret scriptures with 
changing times. Judy Flattery made an excellent 
relevant quote from Lincoln: "The best way to 
get a bad law repealed is to enforce it strictly."  

For HSB Members Only: 
Upcoming Dinner at Reunion Restaurant 

with Dave Warnock 
Dave Warnock, a former board member of The 
Clergy Project, who was described as an 
“inspiration” during our 
January HSSB meeting is 
traveling to the west coast 
this month. He will be 
driving from LA to the Bay 
Area and will stop to meet 
us on Thursday March 17 
when HSSB will host him 
and his partner, Bevin Jett, 
at an (outdoor) dinner at 
the Reunion Restaurant in 
the Cabrillo Pavilion on 
East Beach.  Seating is limited to 20 fully 
vaccinated HSSB members.  We have a few spots 
left.  If you would like to join us, please RSVP 
ASAP to sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com.  

Dave Warnock will bring copies of his new book, 
Childish Things, A Memoir. Dave is an ex-

mailto:sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com
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evangelical Christian who had pastoral roles at 
several different churches and has experience 
speaking in tongues and casting out demons (!) 
before coming to question his faith and then 
leaving it entirely a decade ago.  

In 2016 he was diagnosed with ALS. He now 
hosts a podcast, which looks at life as an ex-
believer and shares what it’s like to be an atheist 
with a terminal illness. Dave now travels and 
speaks to groups about living and dying as an 
atheist. We are very fortunate to welcome him 
to Santa Barbara along his journey. 

Dave is also the host of That GD Show, past 
episodes of which can be found on his YouTube 
channel: Dave Warnock: Dying Out Loud. 

Movies for Humanists:  
Marketing The Messiah (Or How a Fringe 
Jewish Sect Took Over the Roman Empire) 

By Diane Krohn  
How did Christianity conquer the world?  This 
movie delves into the history of Christianity, 
looking into the beginnings of the religion, what 
was going on in the Middle East at the time, and 
tying it into the writings in the New Testament.  

Marketing the Messiah is 
written, directed, and 
narrated by Cameron 
Reilly, who was raised 
Catholic and has always 
been interested in the 
history of 
Christianity.  The 
commentary is done by a 
number of Biblical 
scholars and historians; 

some are Christian, and others are non-
believers. Commentators include Richard 
Carrier, Amy-Jill Levine (professor of New 
Testament studies at Vanderbilt University), 
and Michael Bird (Anglican priest, theologian 
and New Testament scholar).  

This movie is not a boring history lesson!  It is 
entertaining, well-paced, and it has some great 
animation.  Even if you are familiar with the 
history of the Bible and Christianity, this movie 
includes thoughtful interpretation of various 
events and New Testament writings within the 
context of the social and political situations at 
the time of the writings.  You will definitely learn 
some “new-to-you” information—I did!  (2020 
available on Amazon Prime). Yhis movie is highly 
recommended for all future former Christians, 
agnostics, and atheists! 

From Business Insider:  
How the 5 Major Religions Spread 

By Judy Flattery 
 

The website, TakeDaRedPill.com posted a short 
video from 2015 which shows how the five 
largest world religions spread over the course of 
human history punctuated with key events. See 
the video here. Colors representing the five 
religions appear, ebb, and flow as the timeline 
advances across the bottom of the screen. 

 
Andrew H. Knoll:  A Brief History of Earth 

Four Billion Years in Eight Chapters 
Book Review By Dave Flattery 

 
A new organism that emerged long ago began to 
thrive.  It migrated and spread around the 
world.  Although successful, its growing colonies 
emitted a toxic waste gas that made the 
environment inhospitable for much of the other 
life on the planet, much of which perished.  What 
was this toxic gas?  Oxygen!  When? About 2.4 

https://www.youtube.com/DaveWarnockDyingOutLoud
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFl6UBZLv4&list=PLoR0No9jWwi33uSkMMUlS1UJlcs7u1-2s&index=8
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billion years ago.  What 
organism?  Cyanobacteria.  This was the "Great 
Oxygenation Event" that started the process to 
produce an atmosphere that could support the 
more complex forms of life that exist today. 
 
It is believed that one 
of the events that 
helped usher in our 
planet's oxygenation 
was the emergence of a 
larger continental land 
area that in turn 
increased the 
weathering of 
minerals and hence 
the inflow of 
phosphorous to the 
oceans, the absence of which moderated the 
growth of the cyanobacteria that had emerged 
much earlier.  This is a recurring and fascinating 
aspect to this history - the ongoing and evolving 
interactions between the physical world and the 
biological world that serve to transform each 
over and over again. 
 
This book is very readable and necessarily 
dense with descriptions of evidence from the 
geologic and fossil records that support the 
current best understanding of the past 4 billion 
years.  I found it exciting to see how well the 
story all holds together and how we have come 
to know it.  The time at which life emerged has 
been reckoned earlier and earlier over the 
years.  While early life may have formed shortly 
after the earth cooled, it makes sense that it took 
billions of years in an oceanic "petri dish" to give 
life the opportunity to hammer out the complex 
biochemistry we see today through the random 
walk of variation and natural selection.  The 
story also contrasts the very short-term 
appearance of a static world in harmonious 
balance to the longer-term reality of 
catastrophic changes brought on by geologic, 
biologic, or even extra-terrestrial events.  Such 
cataclysms are inevitably followed by 
explosions in diversity driven by adaptation to a 

new environment or exploitation of fresh voids 
in the biosphere in which emerging new 
organisms can thrive.  For millennia, life 
flourished on a "snowball earth" that was almost 
entirely covered in ice and also when no ice 
existed at either pole.  Life flourished in an 
atmosphere with hundreds of thousands of ppm 
of carbon dioxide and in one with less than 
200ppm. 
 
Of course, the life that can be found under such 
a range of conditions is microbial life - certainly 
not human beings.  Right now, we are just doing 
what organisms do - reproducing, spreading, 
and consuming.  We continue to alter our 
environment and behavior in new ways to 
comfortably assure delivery of new copies of our 
genetic material to the next generation.  Perhaps 
without evidence, we believe we have a greater 
capacity to comprehend the past, envision the 
future, and make choices based on that.   
 
This book leads me to conclude that should we 
fail to wisely make those choices life and the 
planet will be just fine; the suffering, 
marginalization, or perhaps even extinction of 
our human species won't be anything that hasn't 
been seen with other species many times before. 
 

SECULAR SONNET 
By Mary Wilk 

We know the human race will not survive 
Unless we change the way in which we act. 

If we want people to remain alive 
We must do something quickly – that’s a fact. 

 
We have a deadly virus to control 

And vaccination is our best defense. 
To get this done for all must be our goal, 

Before we face more lethal variants. 
  

For years we knew that climate change was 
here, 

Due mainly to the fossil fuels we use, 
But we refused to let these disappear 

Because of all the profits we would lose. 
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And so it may already be too late, 
Stupidity and greed could seal our fate. 

 

Upcoming Events of Interest to 
Humanists 

 
All these events are online except for the UCSB 
Arts and Lectures events and the American 
Atheists Convention. The UCSB events require 
proof of full vaccination if you attend in person. 

 
• March 4-6: Freedom From Religion 

Foundation, FreeFlo 2022 Conference, 
Orlando, FL.  Speakers include Dan Barker, 
Seth Andrews, Mandisa Thomas, Alison Gill, 
and others.  FFRF FreeFlo 2022 

• March 9: Andrea Elliott: Invisible Child: 
Poverty, Survival and Hope in an American 
City. UCSB Arts & Lectures event. This event 
is in-person but also includes an at-home 
viewing option. Andrea Elliott: Invisible 
Child  

• March 10: Political and social activist Chetan 
Ahimsa talks about his work. Sponsored by 
the Freethought Society and the American 
Ethical Union. Zoom event: Chetan Ahimsa 

• March 19: Evan Clark: How Atheist 
Communities are Reframing Separation of 
Church & State. A SoCal Secular Coalition 
Zoom event. Evan Clark  

• April 15-17: American Atheists 2022 
National Convention, Atlanta, GA. Speakers 
TBA.  If you are interested in attending, book 
the hotel early. American Atheists 2022 
Convention 

• April 20: Corey Wrenn: Speaking of 
Humanism: Why Animal Rights is a 
Humanist Issue. American Humanist 
Association presentation.  

• April 21: Michael Steele: How to Win 
Elections and Lose the Country. UCSB Arts & 
Lectures event. This event is in-person but 
also includes an at-home viewing option. 
Michael Steele 

• April 28: An evening with author Colson 
Whitehead.  Whitehead is the author of The 

Nickel Boys and The Underground Railroad, 
among others. This UCSB Arts & Lectures 
event is in-person but also includes an at-
home internet viewing option. Colson 
Whitehead         

• April 30: “I Sold My Soul on Twitter” by Seth 
Andrews. A SoCal Secular Coalition Zoom 
event.  Seth Andrews 

 
 

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Secretary: Sondra Wikman, sondra.wikman@gmail.com 

Treasurer: David Flattery, 

david.flattery@post.harvad.edu 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Jules Bender, 

Judith Fontana, Hugh Smart, Mary Wilk  

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past 
issues of the Secular Circular.   
 

Annual HSSB membership dues: $36 for an individual, 
$60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, and 
$300 (or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an annual 
fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to members and 
interested non-members at no charge.   
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a 
check for your membership dues made out to Humanist 
Society of Santa Barbara, to Mary Wilk, P.O. Box 30232, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. For further membership 
information contact Mary Wilk at mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For more information about HSSB, contact any of the 
officers at the email or P.O. Box addresses shown 
above. 
 
Join our Facebook Group. Watch our speaker videos on 

YouTube.                              

https://ffrf.org/outreach/events
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4685
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4685
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/events/284104063/
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/events/284257956/
https://convention.atheists.org/
https://convention.atheists.org/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-why-animal-rights-is-a-humanist-issue/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-why-animal-rights-is-a-humanist-issue/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4676
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4693
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4693
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/events/284148853/
mailto:sondra.wikman@gmail.com
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/


8 The HSSB Secular Circular – March 2022 

 

 
  
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                            
                                           

 
 

  

              

HSSB Calendar 

Tuesday March 15, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for dinner & socializing. Zoom 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.   Members always welcome to attend. 

Thursday March 17, 5:30pm. Dinner with Dave Warnock, Dying Out Loud, host of That GD Show podcast, 

author of Childish Things. Reunion Restaurant at the Cabrillo Pavilion on East Beach, Santa Barbara. Limited 

to 20 HSSB Members. RSVP to sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com. 

 

Saturday March 19, 3:00 p.m.  Dr. Ryan Cragun. University of Tampa. Beyond Doubt: The Secularization 
of Society.  Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833 
 
Sunday March 27, 3:00 p.m. Dave Flattery. COVID-19 Pandemic Models Update. 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099. 

 

Tuesday April 12, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for dinner & socializing. Zoom 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  Members always welcome to attend. 

 

Saturday April 16. Noon – 3pm. HSSB Spring Potluck Picnic. Stow Grove Park. Area 3 Shelter. Potluck: 

Bring a dish to pass. 

 

Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
P.O. Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667

