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Please join us for our January Speaker Meeting… 

 
On The Clergy Project 

(We Are Not Alone) 

Program: Many of us have experienced leaving a religion 
and may have wrestled with issues such as when and if to 
tell our families and how to fill the voids where religious 
community, rituals, and practices used to be.   

Now imagine being a religious professional, who finds 
themself no longer believing the dogma of their faith. Where 
do they turn for support?  Who can they tell?  How do they 
transition into a secular life? 

The Clergy Project (TCP) provides a safe and secure online 
community of forums composed entirely of religious 
leaders who no longer hold supernatural beliefs.  

Lon Ostrander, President of TCP, will describe its history, 
its mission, the diversity and demographics of its 
participants, and the insights he’s gained from reading 
participants’ applications.  He will also share his own story, 
his vision for the organization and testimonials from its 
participants. 

Speaker: Lon Ostrander, President, The Clergy Project has journeyed through Christianity 
having been married in both a Baptist and in an Evangelical Free Church.  He has worshipped with 
Pentecostals, American Baptists, Methodists, and Wesleyans.  He trained to be a pastor and was a 
pastor at Wesleyan churches in Georgia, Pennsylvania, and in New York state.   

After 10 years of study, 6 years of pastoral experience, and with little hope of ordination, he walked 
away from the Wesleyan ministry and returned to his family’s blue-collar manufacturing roots. With 
many theological questions, his doubts persisted. He came to realize that belief in God was entirely 
optional.  As a participant in the Clergy Project since 2011, and its president since 2018, Lon supports 
the transition of clergy and former clergy to a secular life.  

When: Saturday January 15 at 3pm Pacific/6pm Eastern. 
Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833. 
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HSSB Winter Solstice Gathering 

Approximately 30 fully vaccinated HSSB 
members and friends gathered at Elings Park on 
December 18 to celebrate the upcoming winter 
solstice and the anticipated return of longer and 
warmer days.  It was a beautiful day.  Judy 
Fontana organized the event.  Nan Cisney 
provided an enormous salad bowl and attendees 
contributed ingredients to this communal salad.  
Anne H. Rojas organized the games: an 
individual competition to identify photos of 
famous and newsworthy people (Diane K. won… 
again!) and another team event to re-caption 
cartoons.  It was lovely to be together.  
Attendees agreed we should do this potluck 
picnic again, possibly for the Spring Equinox.  
Thank you Judy, Anne, and Nan! 
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COVID-19 Pandemic Models Update 
Dave Flattery will present an update on 
the state of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
All are welcome to attend.  
When: Sunday January 23 at 3pm 
Pacific/6pm Eastern. 
Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/825989000
99 . 
Dave provided the following summary to 
welcome in the new year. 

 

 

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
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My Christmas Tree Angel  
By Judy Flattery 

We used to spend the holidays with Dave’s family 

one year and with mine the next, plus a week of 

skiing with family friends each year.  Each of these 

families had a Christmas tree, so we seldom were 

faced with the dilemma of “To tree or not to tree” 

in our own home.  This year, with Omicron on the 

rise, we decided not to travel, and debated about 

putting up a tree for the few family members who 

would be in town.  

 

A fellow Humanist at our solstice gathering 

reminded me that decorating an evergreen tree at 

winter solstice is historically a pagan tradition, 

reaching back in history through many cultures. 

According to the History.com, “…as late as the 

1840s Christmas trees were seen as pagan symbols 

and not accepted by most Americans.”  

 

So, I retrieved our pre-lit artificial tree from the 

closet under the 

stairs and set it up. 

However, instead of 

topping the tree with 

a traditional angel or 

with a star 

representing the star 

of Bethlehem, I 

created this unique 

Ruth Bader 

Ginsberg angel from 

a finger puppet I have (doesn’t everyone have an 

RBG finger puppet??). This is my new favorite tree 

topper as well as a conversation piece. 

 

SoCal Secular Coalition Conference 

Videos Available on HSSB YouTube 

Channel 
By Judy Flattery 

We now have nearly six hours of outstanding 

presentations on our YouTube channel from the 

November 13, 2021 SoCal Secular Coalition Zoom 

conference.  If you missed any part of this 

conference, all of the talks are available at this link. 

 

 

Remembering E. O. Wilson 
(June 10, 1929 – December 26, 2021) 

 

Edward O. Wilson, a renowned secular humanist 

and deist, a 

“modern day 

Darwin”, known as 

the father of 

sociobiology and 

biodiversity, died 

last week.   

 

He was a Fellow of 

the Committee for 

Skeptical Inquiry 

and a Humanist 

Laureate of the 

International 

Academy of 

Humanism.   

 

Raised in Alabama as a Southern Baptist, he was a 

professor at Harvard for over 40 years and a best-

selling author of 

books such as The 

Social Conquest of 

Earth, Letters to a 

Young Scientist, and 

The Meaning of 

Human Existence.  

His specialty was 

myrmecology, the 

study of ants, and he 

was known as the 

world's leading expert.  His nickname was “Ant 

Man”. Here is a link to a 2012 TED talk he gave 

entitled Advice to Young Scientists. 

In Honor of MLK Day 
“I would be the last to condemn the thousands of 
sincere and dedicated people outside the 
churches who have labored unselfishly through 
various humanitarian movements to cure the 
world of social evils, for I would rather a man be a 
committed humanist than an uncommitted 
Christian.”                                 -    Martin Luther King 

E. O. Wilson 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL35ouskyG7G23j2JFlDJJ92bwIaa1aBrr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzPcu0-ETTU
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Upcoming Events of Interest to 

Humanists 
All of these events are online except for the UCSB 

Arts and Lectures events: 

 

• January 15: Call Me Kuchu (LGBTQ rights 
film). Online event, hosted by the SoCal 
Secular Coalition. Call Me Kuchu 

• January 18: Eric Nguyen: Speaking of 
Humanism: Towards a Humanistic 
Fiction.  American Humanist event. Towards 
a Humanistic Fiction  

• January 20: Andrea Elliott: Invisible Child: 
Poverty, Survival and Hope in an American 
City. UCSB Arts & Lectures event.  This event 
is in-person at Campbell Hall. Andrea Elliott  

• February 10:  Cathy Park Hong: Minor 
Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning. UCSB 
Arts & Lectures event. This event is in-
person at Campbell Hall. Cathy Park Hong 

• February 17: Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn: Tales of Hope on the American 
Landscape. UCSB Arts & Lectures event.  This 
event is in-person at Campbell Hall. Nicholas 
Kristof/Sheryl WuDunn 

• February 25: Roxane Gay: Roxane with One 
N. UCSB Arts & Lectures event, in-person at 
the Granada Theater. Roxane Gay 

• March 4-6: Freedom From Religion 
Foundation, FreeFlo 2022 Conference, 
Orlando, FL.  Speakers include Dan Barker, 
Seth Andrews, Mandisa Thomas, Alison Gill, 
and others.  FFRF FreeFlo 2022 

• April 15-17: American Atheists 2022 
National Convention, Atlanta, GA. Speakers 
TBA.  If you are interested in attending, book 
the hotel early. American Atheists 2022 
Convention 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Secretary: Sondra Wikman, sondra.wikman@gmail.com 

Treasurer: David Flattery, 

david.flattery@post.harvad.edu 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Mary Wilk, Nan 

Cisney, Jules Bender, Judith Fontana, Hugh Smart  

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past 
issues of the Secular Circular.   
 

Annual HSSB membership dues: $36 for an individual, 
$60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, and 
$300 (or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an annual 
fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to members and 
interested non-members at no charge.   
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a 
check for your membership dues made out to Humanist 
Society of Santa Barbara, to Mary Wilk, P.O. Box 30232, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. For further membership 
information contact Mary Wilk at mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For more information about HSSB, contact any of the 
officers at the email or P.O. Box addresses shown 
above. 
 
Like our Facebook page. Join our Facebook Group. 

Watch our speaker videos on YouTube.                              

“The function of education is to 
teach one to think intensively 
and to think critically. 
Intelligence plus character – 
that is the goal of true 
education”  
                 – Martin Luther King Jr. 

“People fail to get along because 
they fear each other; they fear 
each other because they don’t 
know each other; they don’t know 
each other because they have not 
communicated with each other.  
                   – Martin Luther King Jr. 

https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/events/282614965/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-towards-a-humanistic-fiction/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-towards-a-humanistic-fiction/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4685
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4680
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4687
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4687
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4689
https://ffrf.org/outreach/events
https://convention.atheists.org/
https://convention.atheists.org/
mailto:sondra.wikman@gmail.com
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
https://www.youtube.com/humanistsocietyofsantabarbara
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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HSSB Calendar 

Tuesday January 11, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for dinner & socializing. Zoom 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.   Members always welcome to attend. 

Sunday January 23, 3:00 p.m. Dave Flattery. COVID-19 Pandemic Models Update. 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099. 

 
Saturday January 15, 3:00 p.m.  Lon Ostrander, On The Clergy Project. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833. 
 
Tuesday February 15, 5:00 p.m.  HSSB Board Meeting. Join as early as 4:45pm for dinner & socializing. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.   Members always welcome to attend. 

 

Saturday February 19, 3:00 p.m. Susanna McIntyre, CEO of Atheist Republic. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88193881833
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667

