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READY!  SET!  GO! 

Wildfire  
Action Plan 

Saving Lives and Property  

through Advanced Planning 

Dear Resident: 

As a resident whose home borders an area of natural or forest vege-

tation, known as the Wildland / Urban Interface, you are required to 

take measures to minimize the risks from a wildfire to your property.  

The Wildland / Urban Interface should not be considered a place 

but, more appropriately a set of conditions that include vegetation, 

structures, unique climate and weather conditions, topography, nar-

row roads and much more. Residents who take personal responsibil-

ity for protecting their lives and property will have the most signifi-

cant impact on community fire safety. 

Over a period of time it has become evident to Southern California 

fire agencies that our wildland fire season is now considered a year 
round phenomenon.  The mission of the Carpinteria-Summerland 

Fire District is to protect life, property and the environment;  yet 

even with the diligent work of a professional force and the most 

effective mutual aid agreements in the Nation, there simply are not 

enough fire engines and firefighters to defend every home during a 

major wildfire event. Analysis of recent fires has led to Ready! Set! 

Go!  The fire service believes that this process is the most effective 

approach to personal survivability.  

This publication, which describes this process will provide many an-

swers, guidance, and directions for the at-risk population. It was

developed through cooperation of numerous California Fire Service 

Agencies.  The publication will guide you through the Wildfire Action 

Plan process of making your home resistant to the spread of wildfire 

and your family ready to leave early and safely. 

Your Fire District will continue working to address the special needs 

of our Wildland / Urban Interface Zones. This year’s efforts include 

this Ready Set Go! brochure to property owners as a reminder to 
clear combustible vegetation.  Additionally, our engine companies 

will visit “Interface Neighborhoods” where professional firefighters 

will provide personal contact and answer individuals’ questions 

related to home fire safety.   

As we enter into wildfire season, it is recommended that by June 1st 
your property is wildfire safe. If you have any questions, or need 
further assistance in making your home fire safe, please do not hesi-

tate to contact our Wildland Specialist at (805) 684-4591

Respectfully, 

 Greg Fish

Fire Chief of the Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Protection District 

Ready! Set! Go! is also supported by: 
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indirectly (e.g., ignite a wood pile 
or storage shed located close to the 
home, resulting in radiant heat or 
direct f lame contact to the side of 
the home). Reducing the vulnerability 
of homes to ember ignition will 
increase the chance of homes and 
neighborhoods surviving a wildfire. 

The most effective way for homes 
to withstand wildfre is a “coupled 
approach” that considers the exterior 

construction materials and how they are 
put together, as well as the surrounding 
vegetation and other near home combus-
tible materials. Selection, location and 
maintenance of vegetation and other 
combustible materials on a property 
can reduce the chance of a wildfire 
burning the home. Tis Guide provides 
information and recommendations 
for retroftting an existing or newly 
constructed home with wildfre in mind. 

DURING A WILDFIRE, homes can be 
threatened by 1) wind-blown embers, 2) 
radiant heat, and 3) direct flame contact.
In wildfire events, 60-90% of home loss is 
due to embers. Embers can originate from 
an approaching wildfire or small parts of 
nearby burning vegetation and 
construction materials (e.g., a home, 
storage shed, wood pile). Embers are 
important because of what they can do 
directly (e.g., ignite materials in an attic 
after entering through a vent) and what 
they can do

Get READY - Create a Defensible Home 
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     Protecting a home from 
wildfire requires continual 
defensible space actions in 
four zones around the 
property. 

Contact CSFPD Prevention 
office for more information 
about defensible space 
recommendations specific 
to different regions. 

0 

1 

2 

Defensible Space 
THE EMBER-RESISTANT ZONE (Zone 0) | 0–5 feet: The zone within 5 feet 
of your home has many different names (e.g., the noncombustible zone, the 
immediate zone, the zero zone), but the objective is generally the same—to reduce 
the vulnerability of the home to embers by creating a zone of ember-resistant 
materials around the home. Gravel, a concrete or brick walkway, or another 
hardscape feature is commonly used to construct this zone. This ember-resistant 
zone should include the area under and around any attached deck. Be sure to keep 
this zone clean of any woodpiles, wood mulch, or flammable vegetation. 

THE LEAN, CLEAN AND GREEN ZONE (Zone 1) | 5–30 feet: The objective of 
this zone is to reduce the risk of fire spreading from surrounding vegetation to the 
home. Lean indicates that there is only a small amount of vegetation, if any, 
present. Vegetation should be grouped in discontinuous islands. Clean indicates 
that vegetative debris and dead materials are routinely removed. Green indicates 
that vegetation within this zone is kept green and well irrigated (if appropriate) 
during the fire season. 

THE REDUCED FUEL ZONE (Zone 2) | 30–100 feet: The objective of this zone is
to reduce fire spread and restrict fire movement into the crowns of trees or 
shrubs. Remove dead plant material, lower tree branches and other ladder fuels 
(e.g., shrubs, lower branches, smaller trees). Locate outbuildings (e.g., for storage) 
at least 30 feet away from the home and create an ember-resistant zone around all 
outbuildings and propane tanks. 

THE REDUCED FUEL ZONE (Zone 3) | 100–200 feet: This zone is required 
when topography dictates.  The objective of this zone is to reduce fire spread and 
restrict fire movement into the crowns of trees or shrubs. Remove dead plant 
material, lower tree branches and other ladder fuels (e.g., shrubs, lower branches, 
smaller trees). 
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Roofs 
Making a roof  “fire-safe” is a big step in reducing the vulnerability of the 
home to wildfire. There are three fire ratings for roof coverings: Class A, Class 
B and Class C, with Class A providing the greatest fire protection. The roof 
rating designation provides information for the roof covering material and 
does not include where the roof meets other materials at the edge of the roof. 
A non-fire-retardant treated wood shake or shingle roof covering is unrated 
and is not desirable—these roof types have less than a Class C rating. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF ROOFS 

Replace a wood shake or shingle roof with a Class A roof. 

Remove accumulated vegetative debris from the roof. 

If there is a space between the roofing materials and roof deck, make sure 
that the openings between the covering and the roof deck are blocked. 
Repair areas as needed. 

If the roof consists of Class B or C roofing materials, determine if the 
underlayment in the assembly provides Class A protection as indicated in 
manufacturer installation instructions. When viewed from the edge of the 
roof, these materials would either look like gypsum wallboard or overlapping 
4-foot wide sections of an asphalt composition roof covering. Maintain the
roof covering and replace with a Class A product when needed.

A CLASS A ROOFING 
materials include asphalt 
fiberglass composition 
shingles, clay and cementitious 
tiles (both f lat and barrel 
shaped), and some metal 
roofing materials. 

B CLASS B ROOFING 
materials are most commonly 
exterior-rated, pressure-im-
pregnated fire-retardant treated 
shake or shingle covering 
(not allowed for use in many 
jurisdictions). 

C CLASS C ROOFING 
materials include recycled 
plastic, rubber and aluminum. 

Class B and Class C roofing 
materials can have a Class A 
“by assembly” rating. In these 
cases, additional materials that 
enhance the fire resistance of the 
roof assembly (i.e., the roofing 
material plus other materials 
included in the roof assembly) 
must be installed. In these cases, 
be sure to follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

METAL ROOF CLASS A “BY ASSEMBLY” FIRE-RATED ROOF COVERING 

Fill this space with a 
noncombustible 
material, such as a 
mineral wool insulation 
product 

Additional 
fire-resistant layer 

Roof sheathing 

Class B or C 
fire-rated 

roof covering 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 



  
  

 
  

  
 

 

  
  
 
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

  
  

  
  

 

Roof Edges 
There can be several areas where the roof meets another material, such as at 
a roof-to-wall intersection in a split-level home or a dormer on a roof. These 
intersections are vulnerable areas because wind-blown embers will gather at 
the same locations where vegetative debris has accumulated, igniting the debris. 
Building materials usually change at edge-of-roof locations. The adjacent 
materials should provide comparable protection to the roofing material. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF ROOF EDGES 

Remove accumulated vegetative debris from roofs on a regular basis. 

Replace the combustible siding in roof-to-wall locations with a 
noncombustible option. Replacement of siding only in these locations 
will be less expensive than replacing all the home’s siding. It may be 
possible to find a noncombustible siding pattern that is similar to the 
existing siding pattern. 

At a roof-to-siding location, use of metal f lashing that extends up the 
siding at least 6-inches could also reduce the vulnerability of a combustible 
siding material. Install f lashing so that water cannot get between f lashing 
and siding. 

Keep roofs clear of vegetative 
debris and install metal flashing 
at roof-to-wall intersections. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 



  
 

  
  

  
  

  

 

   
   
 

   
   
   
   
   
 

   
  

  
  

 
  

 

   
 

 
  

 

   
  

  
  
 

 
 

 
  
 

  
  

 

 
 

 

  

  
  

 

Rain Gutters 
Roofs can be vulnerable at the roof edge where a gutter is attached. Debris in 
the gutter can ignite from embers, and f lames can ignite other components at 
the roof edge (e.g., wood-based sheathing and fascia board). 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF RAIN GUTTERS 

Remove vegetative debris from gutters on a regular basis during fire season. 

Install a noncombustible and corrosion resistant metal drip edge to provide 
protection for the combustible components (i.e., sheathing and fascia) at the 
edge of your roof. 

Use a noncombustible gutter cover to minimize accumulation of debris in 
the gutter. Some gutter covers result in accumulation of debris on the roof 
behind the gutter, so these will still require routine maintenance. 

Eaves 
The under-eave area provides a point of entry for flames if nearby vegetation or other 
materials are burning. There are two basic designs for under-eave construction: open 
eave and soffited eave (i.e., one that is boxed in). Open-eave designs are more 
vulnerable to f lames. Heat can build up in an area between the roof rafters 
allowing for more rapid fire spread laterally, which increases the likelihood that 
fire will find a location to enter the attic. Vents that are in the blocking between 
rafters in open-eave construction are more vulnerable to the entry of embers than 
vents in a soffited eave. 

OPEN EAVE SOFFITED EAVE 

     Install and maintain a 
noncombustible gutter cover (as 
pictured above) to help 
minimize debris accumulation 
in gutters. 

     Enclose open eaves 
to protect attic spaces 
from ember intrusion. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF EAVES 

Inspect open-eave areas for gaps where embers could lodge or pass through 
into the attic. All vents should be screened and all other gaps should be filled 
with durable caulk. 

Enclose under-eave area to create a soffited eave. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 



 
 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 

   
   
   
   
 

   
   
   
 
Vents 
Attic and crawl space vents provide an entry point for embers. Vents should be 
covered by, at a minimum, ⅛-inch noncombustible corrosion-resistant metal 
mesh screening. Screening will not prevent the intrusion of all embers but will 
minimize their size. Finer mesh screening (e.g., 1⁄16-inch mesh) is more effective 
at keeping embers out of the home but requires more maintenance because it 
can become clogged with debris. Vents that meet the f lame- and ember-resistant 
standard are listed on the California Office of the State Fire Marshal Building 
Materials Listing Program website. These types of vents are appropriate in areas 
where maintaining defensible space is difficult, combustible materials are closer 
to the home, or combustible siding is used.  

Avoid storing combustible items (e.g., cardboard boxes, newspapers and 
magazines) near attic or crawl space vents. 

Inspect vents to make sure they are in good condition (i.e., screen is in good 
condition with no tears that would result in larger openings). 

If ¼-inch mesh screening is present, replace or add, at a minimum, a ⅛-inch 
noncombustible corrosion resistant metal mesh screen. 

Consider replacing vents with a f lame- and ember-resistant option. 

Vent covers that are made ahead of time (i.e., before a wildfire is threatening) 
can be installed when wildfire is threatening the area. This strategy can be 
effective, but it does take time and should only be undertaken if ample time 
is given for evacuation. Preparation activities can be dangerous if evacuation 
is delayed. 

     Cover all vents with ⅛-inch 
mesh screening. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN VENT SCREEN SIZES? 

Small screens (¹⁄₁₆-inch) can 
reduce both the size and number 
of embers that can pass through. 
Because the embers are smaller, 
they self-extinguish quickly afer 
entering the attic and crawl space. 
While this screen size is ideal for 
resisting ember intrusion, it does 
require more maintenance 
because it gets easily clogged. 
Accumulated debris on vents can 
become a source of embers if not 
cleaned regularly. Air fow is also 
reduced with this size screen. 

Mid-size screens (⅛-inch) allow 
more, larger embers to enter the 
attic and crawl space, but these 
are still better than 1/4-inch 
screens. Tis size screen is a 
common choice because the 
maintentance is lower while still 
being relatively efective. 

Large screens (¼-inch) allow 
many, larger embers to enter the 
attic and crawl sapace. It is 
recommended you replace or 
cover 1/4-inch screeens with a 
smaller grain. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF ATTIC AND CRAWL SPACES 

What  is a “Hardened” Home?
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Combustible siding 

6-inch
concrete
foundation

Gravel ground cover 

Siding 
If the siding ignites, a fire can: 1) penetrate through the stud cavity into the 
home, 2) spread up the side of the home and enter windows or other openings 
such as dryer vents, and 3) spread into the attic at a gable-end vent or an 
under-eave area. Combustible siding can be ignited from direct-f lame contact 
or radiant heat exposure. Ignition of siding from embers can occur, especially 
if embers ignite combustible materials close to the home (e.g., bark mulch or 
wood pile), and if siding extends all the way to the ground. 

Combustible siding products are widely used, including solid wood, wood 
composite materials and plastic/vinyl products. Vinyl siding can deform 
and slough off when exposed to f lames or radiant heat. Once this happens, 
underlying material (e.g., sheathing) becomes important for protection. More 
complicated lap joints in wood-based siding patterns (e.g., shiplap and tongue-
and-groove) are more resistant to fire penetration at the lap joint. Plain bevel 
joints in wood siding are vulnerable to fire penetration. While fiber cement 
siding often uses a plain bevel lap joint, it is less vulnerable to fire penetration. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF SIDING 

Use noncombustible siding (e.g., stucco, steel and fiber cement), especially 
when neighboring homes are within 30-feet of the home. 

Make sure to develop and maintain adequate defensible space, particularly 
within the ember-resistant zone, to minimize the chance that siding will 
ignite from embers at the ground level or direct-f lame contact from nearby 
combustible materials. 

In smaller areas that are vulnerable, such as at a roof-to-wall area, replace 
siding with a noncombustible product. 

For new construction, use of a one-hour wall design, where an additional fire 
resistant layer is used in the wall assembly, can provide additional protection 
when a more vulnerable siding material is used. 

It is not recommended to use 
fre-retardant coatings, such as 
fre-retardant paint, to provide 
fre protection for combustible 
siding. Some state, county and 
local building codes do not 
allow these coatings. Recent 
research has demonstrated that 
their performance is degraded 
by exposure to the elements 
(e.g., snow, moisture, sun). 
Teir efectiveness degrades 
more quickly than reported. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

   
  

   
  

   
 

 

 
  
  

  

  

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
  

  

   
  

 
  
 

Clear debris around 
skylights and make sure 
to close before 
evacuating. 

Skylights 
Skylights can be a point for ember and f lame entry if the cover fails, or if 
skylights are left open when a wildfire threatens. There are two basic kinds 
of skylights: domed-style made of plastic and f lat-style made of glass. Flat-style, 
glass skylights have less risk than domed-style, plastic skylights that may melt 
and burn when exposed to heat from a wildfire. Typically, the glass in skylights 
consists of two layers, the outer being tempered glass and the inner being a 
safety glass, such as laminated glass. 

Skylights on steeper sloped roofs can be vulnerable to radiant heat and f lame 
contact exposures if nearby combustible materials ignite and burn. Skylights on 
low-slope (f latter) roofs are more prone to the accumulation of vegetative debris 
(especially f lat-style skylights). 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF SKYLIGHTS 

Remove vegetative debris from the roof, including on and adjacent to 
skylights, on a regular basis. 

On sloped roofs, glass skylights are the best choice because of increased 
likelihood of exposure to radiant heat. 

If the skylight can open, close it when wildfire is threatening to prevent 
embers from entering the home. Consider adding a 1⁄16-inch noncombustible 
corrosion resistant-metal mesh screening to reduce ember intrusion into the 
home in case the skylight cannot be closed before evacuation. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 



 
  

  
 
  

 

  
  

 
  

 
 

 

   
  

   
   
   
 

   
 

   
   
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

Windows 
Windows can be a vulnerable component of a home if the framing material 
ignites or deforms, or if the glass breaks and falls out, both allowing embers 
or f lames to enter the home. The most vulnerable part of a window is the glass. 
Glass breakage occurs when cracks, propagating from the outer edge inward, 
occur due to thermal stress that develops when a window is exposed to f lames 
or radiant heat. 

Tempered glass is three to four times more resistant to heat exposures than 
typical annealed glass and is therefore a better choice when selecting windows. 
Metal and plastic-clad fiberglass window screening will absorb radiant energy, 
providing additional protection against radiant heat exposure to the glass in your 
windows. Plastic-clad fiberglass screening will fail if f lames contact it, reinforcing 
the need for an effective ember-resistant zone. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF WINDOWS 

When replacing windows, choose multi-pane options containing 
tempered glass. 

If neighbors or outbuildings are within 30-feet of the home, consider installing 
deployable noncombustible shutters to provide additional protection. 

Install screens in all operable windows. Screens increase ember resistance 
by keeping embers out of the home and also decrease radiant heat exposure. 

Close windows when wildfire is threatening. 

DUAL-PANE WINDOW 

OUTSIDE 

Frame 

Radiant heat 
exposure 

Frame 

INSIDE 

Thermal stresses resulting 
in crack propagation 
from the edge of glass is 
the cause of glass 
breakage 

Warmer, greater thermal 
expansion 

Cooler, lower 
thermal expansion 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 



  
  

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

   
 

   
  

   
   
   
 

 

Siding 

A 
Minimum 6 inches 

B 

Ledger board 

Metal flashing 

Install metal flashing 
between the ledger board 
and joists to protect the 
combustible siding 
material. The flashing 
should extend above and 
below the ledger board. 

Replace the deckboard next 
to the house with 
noncombustible material. 

Decks 
If a deck attached to a home ignites, the home can be exposed to f lames and/or 
radiant heat. What is stored underneath and on top of decks can also be an 
ignition source. Depending on the decking material, embers can also directly 
ignite deck boards. Decks that overhang a slope can be exposed to f lames if 
trees and other vegetation downslope of the deck ignite, resulting in f lames 
contacting the bottom of the deck. 

Most commercially available deck boards are combustible. These include 
redwood, cedar and tropical hardwoods, such as ipe, and all plastic composite 
lumber decking products. Pressure impregnated fire retardant treated (FRT) 
wood deck boards are less vulnerable to f lames and embers. Higher density 
hardwood decking and plastic composite decking are less vulnerable to ignition 
by embers compared to softwood decking (i.e., redwood and cedar). Although 
some metal deck boards are now available, noncombustible options are typically 
referred to as solid surface decks because they consist of lightweight concrete, 
possibly with an additional noncombustible walking surface such as f lagstone. 
Use of noncombustible (i.e., steel) joists in conjunction with combustible deck 
boards will reduce the overall vulnerability of the deck. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF DECKS 

Create an ember-resistant zone under the footprint of and around all decks. 
This action will reduce the likelihood of under-deck f lame exposure. 

If a deck overhangs a slope, create and maintain an effective defensible space 
downslope of the deck to reduce the chance of f lames reaching the underside 
of the deck. 

Apply metal f lashing or foil-face bitumen tape on top of and a few inches 
down the side of the support joists. This is an effective strategy to minimize 
fire growth when a deck is ignited by embers, but would not help if the deck 
were ignited directly by f lames under the deck. Using steel joists also reduces 
the vulnerability of the deck from both f lames and embers. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 
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For cedar and redwood decks, increase the size of the gap between deck boards 
to ¼ inch so that vegetative debris can fall through rather than accumulate on 
the deck. Be sure to routinely clear debris from under the deck. 

If a deck is made of combustible decking materials, replace the board closest to 
the home with a noncombustible material. 

In new deck construction, consider using noncombustible or higher density 
decking products. 

Move combustible cushions from deck furniture to inside and relocate 
combustible furniture (especially those with woven components that can 
trap embers) away from the house. 

Garages 
Garages, whether attached to the home or detached as a separate building, can 
threaten homes if the garage ignites. Since it is normal to store combustible 
materials in a garage, steps should be taken to reduce the ignitability of the garage 
because embers can easily enter under or around poorly sealed garage doors. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF GARAGES 

Whether a garage is detached or attached, include it in defensible space 
planning and maintenance, including the ember-resistant zone. 

Make sure the space between the garage door and framing is well sealed to 
minimize the entry of embers into the garage. 

Garage windows, vents and other construction components should be treated 
the same as they would be if part of the home. 

Add a battery back-up to the garage door motor so that the garage can easily 
be opened or closed if power is out.

  Close garage doors when wildfire is threatening. 

      Make sure garage doors 
are well sealed and closed 
before evacuating. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 
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A 

B 

Cover the stovepipe/ 
chimney with a metal 
screen (no smaller than ⅜-
inch and no larger than ½-
inch). 

Install metal f lashing at the 
chimney-roof intersection. 

Chimneys 
Chimneys and stovepipes can be a vulnerable part of the home if not installed 
correctly and properly cleaned and maintained annually. Vegetative debris 
can accumulate on the roof adjacent to the chimney chase. This is another 
roof-to-wall connection that can be vulnerable to ignition by embers. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF CHIMNEYS 
Use of metal step f lashing at roof-to-siding intersection (f lashing extending 
up the wall) can reduce the vulnerability to embers. 

Cover chimney and stovepipe outlets with a noncombustible screen. Use 
metal screen material with openings no smaller than ⅜-inch and no larger 
than 1⁄2-inch to minimize embers leaving the chimney. 

Close the fireplace f lue during fire season when the chimney is not in use. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 
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Fences 
Combustible fencing can provide a direct path to a home if surrounding 
vegetation or embers ignite it. Best practice is to separate the fence from the 
house or upgrade the last 5-feet of the fence to a noncombustible material to 
reduce the chance of the fence from bringing fire to the home. 

Privacy fences (planks all on one side of horizontal supports) are the most 
vulnerable to ignition because the horizontal to vertical intersection provides 
a ledge and backstop where embers can accumulate and ignite the fence. Good 
neighbor (planks alternating) and lattice are more porous, and therefore more 
difficult to ignite via ember exposure. Vinyl fences are not as vulnerable to 
embers, but can ignite through direct f lame exposure if vegetative debris has 
accumulated at its base. As is the case with vinyl siding, vinyl fencing will be 
vulnerable to deformation from radiant heat exposure. All fences are more 
vulnerable when vegetative debris has accumulated at their base. 

HOW TO REDUCE THE VULNERABILITY OF FENCES 

Replace the combustible portion of the fence near the home with a 
noncombustible section. The noncombustible section should be a minimum 
of 5-feet long. 

Remove vegetative debris that can accumulate at the base of the fence on a 
regular basis. Do not use fences as a trellis for plants because plants can 
create and trap ignitable vegetative debris. 

      Rather than replacing the 
entire fence, replace the 5-
feet closest to the home with 
a noncombustible option. 

What  is a “Hardened” Home? 



 
 

  
  

   
 

   
   
  

 

  
   
   
 

  
 

Get SET - Prepare your Family 

Create Your 
Own  
Wildfire  
Action Plan 

Your Wildfire Action Plan must be prepared with all 

members of your household well in advance of a fire. 

Use these checklists to help you prepare your Wildfire 

Action Plan. 

Each family’s plan will be different, depending on their 

situation. 

Once you finish your plan, rehearse it regularly with your 

family and keep it in a safe and accessible place for 

quick implementation. 

 Create a Family Disaster Plan that includes meeting locations and

communication plans, and rehearse it regularly. Include in your

plan the evacuation of large animals, such as horses.

 Have fire extinguishers on hand and train your family how to use

them.

 Ensure that your family knows where your gas, electric and water

main shut-off controls are and how to use them.

 Plan several different escape routes.

 Designate an emergency meeting location outside of the fire

hazard area.

 Assemble an emergency supply kit as recommended by the Amer-

ican Red Cross.

 Appoint an out-of-area friend or relative as a point of contact so

that you can communicate with family members who have relocat-

ed.

 Maintain a list of emergency contact numbers posted near your

phone and in your emergency supply kit.

 Keep an extra emergency supply kit in your car in case you can’t

get to your home because of fire.

 Have a portable radio or scanner so that you can stay updated on

the fire.

 Review your insurance policy — Do you have adequate coverage?

 Inventory your home—take photos and include the inside of closets,

cupboards and drawers
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ALERT FAMILY AND NEIGHBORS 

 Dress in appropriate clothing (i.e., clothing made from

natural fibers, such as cotton, and work boots). Have

goggles and a dry bandana or particle mask handy.

 Ensure that you have your emergency kit on hand

that includes necessary items, such as a battery-

powered radio, spare batteries, emergency contact

numbers, and ample drinking water.

 Stay tuned to your TV or other local radio stations for

updates, or check the Carpinteria-Summerland Fire

District website at www.carpfire.com

 Remain close to your house, and keep an eye on your

family and pets if you did not evacuate.

IF YOU ARE TRAPPED: SURVIVAL TIPS 

 Close all exterior doors.

 Shelter away from outside walls, opposite the ap-

proaching fire.

 Patrol inside your home for spot fires and extinguish

them.

 Wear long sleeves and long pants made of natural

fibers such as cotton.

 Stay hydrated.

 Ensure you can exit the home if it catches fire

(remember if it’s hot inside the house it is four to five

times hotter outside).

 After the fire has passed, check your roof and extin-

guish any fires, sparks or embers.

 Check inside the attic for hidden embers.

 Patrol your property and extinguish small fires.

 If there are spot fires that you cannot extinguish your-

self, call 9-1-1.

INDOOR CHECKLIST 

 Shut all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked.

 Shut off air conditioning & heating units.

 Close fireplace doors & damper.

 Remove flammable window shades and lightweight

curtains and close metal shutters.

 Move flammable furniture to the center of the room,

away from windows and doors.

 Leave your lights on so firefighters can see your

house under smoky conditions.

OUTDOOR CHECKLIST 

 Gather up flammable items from the exterior of the

house and bring them inside (e.g., patio furniture, chil-

dren’s toys, doormats, etc.) or place them in your pool.

 Turn off outdoor propane tanks.

 Connect garden hoses to outside taps.

 Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running - they can

waste critical water pressure. 

 Leave exterior lights on.

 Back your car into the garage. Shut doors and roll up

windows.

 Keep the garage door closed until you are ready to

leave.

 Disconnect electric garage door(s) from the motor.

 Disconnect motor on automatic gates. Leave gates

open & unlocked.

 Have a ladder available.

 Patrol your property and extinguish all small fires.

 Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or

commercial seals.

As the Fire Approaches 



 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  

  
 

 
  

 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

   
  

  
  
  

 
  

 
  
  
  

  
 

 

  
 

  

  
 

 

  
  

GO Early 
Make a Kit 

• Keep a pair of old shoes and a flashlight handy for a night evacuation.

• Keep the six “P’s” ready, in case an immediate evacuation is required:

• People and pets

• Papers, phone numbers, and important documents

• Prescriptions, vitamins, and eyeglasses

• Pictures and irreplaceable memorabilia

• Personal computers (information on hard drive and disks)

• “Plastic” (credit cards, ATM cards) and cash

By leaving early, you will give your family the best chance of surviving a wildfire.  

You also help firefighters by keeping roads clear of congestion, enabling them to 

move more freely and do their job. 

WHEN TO LEAVE 

Leave early enough to avoid being caught in 

fire, smoke, or road congestion. Don’t wait to 

be told by authorities to leave. In an intense 

wildfire, they may not have time to knock on 

every door. If you are advised to leave, don’t 

hesitate! 

WHERE TO GO 

Leave to a predetermined location (it should 

be a low-risk area, such as a well-prepared 

neighbor or relative’s house, a Red Cross shel-

ter or evacuation center, motel, etc.) 

HOW TO GET THERE 

Have several travel routes in case one route is 

blocked by the fire or by emergency vehicles 

and equipment. Choose an escape route away 

from the fire. 

WHAT TO TAKE 

Take your emergency supply kit containing 

your family and pet’s necessary items, such as 

cash, water, clothing, food, first aid kits, medi-

cations, and toys. Also, don’t forget valuables, 

such as your computer, photos, and important 

documents.  Organize your family members 

and make arrangements for your pets. 



During High Fire Danger days in your area, monitor your local media 

for information on brush fires and be ready to implement your plan.  

Hot, dry, and windy conditions create the perfect environment for a wildfire. 

Important Phone Numbers 

Emergency: _______________ _______________ _______________ 

_______________ _______________ _______________ 

School: _______________ _______________ _______________ 

_______________ _______________ _______________ 

Family: _______________ _______________ _______________ 

_______________ _______________ _______________ 

Friends: _______________ _______________ _______________ 

_______________ _______________ _______________ 

Animal Shelter:  ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

When to go: ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Where to go: ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

How to get there:______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

 Important Documents
________________________________________________

Who to tell (before and after): ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Write up your Wildfire Action Plan and post it in a location where 

every member of your family can see it. Rehearse it with your family. 

My Personal Wildfire Action 

CARPINTERIA-SUMMERLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

If you have an emergency, dial 911 

General information (805) 684-4591 

Website: www.carpfire.com 

   Computer/Hard Drives
What to Take:     Insurance Papers         Photos        Prescriptions



  
 

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
  

  
  

  
 

 

  
  

READY!  SET!  GO! 

CARPINTERIA-SUMMERLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

1140 Eugenia Place, Suite A 

Carpinteria, CA 93013 




