
In order to be eligible for this program, parcels must meet all defensible space requirements of the Montecito Fire Code.  These     
requirements can be found at https://www.montecitofire.com/development-standards  Development Standard #2.                  

Ember resistant vent information can be found at Brandguard Vents: www.brandguardvents.com 

For more information please contact Maeve Juarez or Nic Elmquist at (805) 969-7762. 

MONTECITO FIRE DEPARTMENT 

2021 Vent Retrofit Program 

Home Hardening Assistance Grant 

Complete Application 
Online at: 

www.montecitofire.com 
Selected applicants will be no fied by April 12, 2021  

 

 How to Apply: 

Newly designed vents provide excellent ven la on while trapping flames and embers BEFORE they enter the 

home. This new ember resistant design will keep embers OUT and reduce structural igni ons during a wildfire. 

Examples of  ember 
resistant vent upgrades 

Old style gable vent Upgraded gable vent 

Old style soffit vent Upgraded soffit vent 

 

During a wildfire, embers make their way through vents and other 
crevices igniting combustible material inside the home and attic. The 
Montecito Fire Protection District and our partnering agencies stand 
ready to quickly respond to fires, but recent events have reinforced the 
importance of implementing as many wildfire mitigation actions as 
possible before an incident occurs. Recent post fire assessments have 
concluded hardened structures had over three times the likelihood of 
surviving compared to non-hardened structures. 

Because of this the Montecito Fire Protection District set aside funds 
from the 2021 Fire Defense Zone Budget to initiate a Home         
Hardening Assistance Program. Applications for the Vent Retrofit 
Grant Program will be accepted from March 1, 2021 through April 2, 
2021. The applicant’s parcel will be evaluated by the Montecito Fire 
Department and priority will be given to the homes determined most 
at risk of being adversely impacted by a future wildfire.  

The Montecito Fire Department is working with Brandguard Vents for 
the 2021 program. Selected applicants will be contacted to schedule an 
appointment with a certified installer. 


