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 Please join us for our November  Speaker Meeting on Zoom… 
 

Cultural Evolution: 
What do Archaeopteryx and Little Richard have in Common? 

Dr. Peter Compo 
 
Program:  Is cultural evolution 
Darwinian?  Language, the arts, 
scientific discovery, technology, 
business, government— none 
are fully planned or envisioned— 
instead, they evolve through a 
cultural analog to natural 
selection.  Dr. Compo will present 
his view of cultural evolution and 
give examples of how 
evolutionary models can provide 
insight into societal challenges. 

 

Our Speaker: Dr. Peter Compo is a scientist, engineer, corporate business veteran, and author of the 
upcoming book, The Emergent Approach, the theory and practice of strategy and innovation based on a 
model of cultural evolutionary systems.  

With a BA in Biology and a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering, Dr. Compo worked at DuPont for 25 years in 
research, operations, marketing, product management, as director of DuPont ventures, and as director of 
corporate integrated business planning.  Dr. Compo comes from a multi-
generational family of musicians in the New York City metropolitan area.  
He currently lives in Arden, Delaware. 

His view of the connection between strategy, innovation, and evolution 
began during his graduate research on particle systems.  In addition to 
his studies, his musical background led him to recognize common 
patterns in science and the arts— the same patterns he found in business 
and technology while working at DuPont. 

When:  Saturday, November 21, via Zoom.  Program begins at 3:00 pm 
Pacific / 6:00 pm Eastern.  Log in up to 15 minutes early. 
Where:    Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86001237468.  For 
those ONLY joining with phone audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter 
meeting id: 86001237468# 
 

Newsletter of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
 

     www.SBHumanists.org             NOVEMBER 2020 

 

Biological evolution: 
Archaeopteryx, a transition 

between dinosaurs and birds. 

Cultural Evolution: Little Richard’s 
music, a transition between 
R&B/jazz and rock ‘n roll. 

Dr. Peter Compo 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86001237468
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
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Next  

COVID-19 
Pandemic 

Models 
Update 

 

 

 

Dave Flattery will present his 11th update on the 

state of the COVID-19 pandemic on Sunday 

November 29th at 3pm.  All are invited to 

attend.     

 

When: Sunday November 29th at 3pm Pacific 

/ 6pm Eastern. 

Where: Zoom link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099.  

 

Atheists, Believers,  
and Everyone In-Between 

October 17, 2020 
By Robert Bernstein 

 

Our October Humanist meeting was a bit unusual. 

Instead of a presentation and discussion, the 

participants were the focus of the event.  The idea 

was to understand the spectrum of belief from non-

believer to believer and everything in-between. 

 

The event was moderated by Eileen Epperson who 

was joining us via Zoom from her home in 

northwestern Connecticut.  She grew up in an 

evangelical household where her grandmother 

would take her to Billy Graham events. 

 

Over the years she became more mainline, 

eventually becoming a Presbyterian minister.  She 

says her beliefs include "Buddhist undertones".  In 

her work she participates in interfaith meetings. 

 

Reverend Epperson was assisted in moderating the 

event by Humanist Society president Judy Flattery 

and her husband, David Flattery.  Judy, a former 

engineer, and David, a former chemist, are both at 

the non-believer end of the spectrum. 

 

Judy grew up in a big Polish American Catholic 

family.  As a child everyone in their Buffalo 

neighborhood was Catholic.  The family moved to 

the northern suburbs where she met a more diverse 

group of friends who were Jewish, Hindu, 

Protestant, atheist and more.  Judy realized that if 

she had been raised in one of those homes, she 

might have held other beliefs. 

 

Judy and Eileen were in a Zoom course a year ago 

and the course leader recommended to Eileen that 

she meet some atheists.  Judy introduced herself to 

Eileen in the Zoom chat.  Judy told Eileen of an idea 

she had for an interaction where people of different 

beliefs and no beliefs could really listen to each 

other.  Eileen was enthusiastic about the idea and 

together with Dave, they developed this interaction 

and have presented it several times, tweaking it 

each time to incorporate key learnings. 

 

We then moved on to the first warm-up exercise. 

Eileen read words connected to religious language 

and people gave their reaction: thumbs up, thumbs 

down, thumbs sideways. Here are the words: 

 

 Spiritual  Evangelical 

 Atheist   Religious 

 Prayer   Agnostic 

 Higher Power  Fundamentalist 

 Islam (the religion) Judaism 

 Muslim (the person who follows Islam) 

 Christianity  Buddhism 

 

Overall, it seemed that there was a mix of reactions 

to each word.  Few got a solid response one way. 

Perhaps the most universally thumbs down words 

were "Evangelical" and "Fundamentalist". 

 

The next exercise had us raise our hands if we put 

ourselves in the categories that were named.  It was 

OK to be in more than one. Again, a mixed 

response.  I will tally these based on what I saw 

from the top Zoom page which showed about half 

of the participants.  Again, a mix of responses. 

Dave Flattery 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
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 Spiritual – 3  Wiccan – 0 

 Devout – 1  Religious – Maybe 1 

 Pagan – 0  Seeker – 8 

 Atheist – 16  Earth Centered – 7 

 Agnostic – 3  Humanist – 21 

 Free Thinker – 20 

 

The next step in the event was to put ourselves into 

one of three groups. Dave Flattery put the groups 

up for us to see: 

 

Group 1: 

Believe that the reality we observe is all there is 

OR 

Rational observation and analysis is the best path to 

understanding 

OR 

Morality and ethics arise from determining the set 

of behaviors that do the least harm or have the most 

benefit to all 

 

Group 2: 

Believe there is a supernatural being, energy, world, 

or consciousness beyond our understanding 

OR 

Believe in a personal god who answers prayer 

OR 

Religion or spirituality guides your life 

 

Group 3: 

Choose not to wholly accept nor reject either a 

theistic or atheistic world view 

OR 

See oneself as moderate; choose to live with the 

questions 

OR 

Undecided; concluded such answers are 

unknowable, or that they are unimportant 

OR 

Consider yourself an agnostic 

 

We were advised not to worry too much if we are 

in the "correct" group.  Given the complexity and 

diversity of human beliefs, any categorization into 

three groups is a gross oversimplification and few 

people will fit perfectly in any of these.  Dave 

advised that if you didn’t fit perfectly, align 

yourself with the group with whom you feel most 

comfortable. 

 

I don't fully fit in any group.  I think science is 

important and mostly fit in Group 1 for that reason, 

however, I think the universe might be very 

different than what it appears through observation 

and current understanding.  I selected Group 1. 

 

We each put a 1, 2 or 3 in front of our Zoom name 

corresponding to our group.  When each group was 

"on stage" they turned their video on; while the 

other groups turned their videos off.  This was 

intended to have members of the same group appear 

together on the first Zoom screen  so that  they 

could see each other as they answered the 

questions. 

 

At this point there were 51 lines connected to Zoom 

with multiple people on several lines, so perhaps 56 

participants in total. 

 

Eileen then proceeded to ask questions for Group 1 

while Groups 2 and 3 were asked to listen carefully.  

People were invited to speak briefly for up to a 

minute in reply. 

 

Eileen: “First question: What is the most 

satisfying aspect of having your world view?" 

 

Philip: Understanding what is real to the best of 

mankind's ability to do so.  We all would love to be 

able to look to the future and get better answers, but 

all we have is what we can know for now. 

 

Richard: The most satisfying thing for me is that it 

is not too satisfying!  It keeps me constantly asking 

questions and not taking things for granted. 

 

Kevin: I recently discovered that I don't believe in 

the supernatural.  I was watching a program on the 

cosmos and I realized that truth is stranger than 

fiction. 

 

Robert (me): I picked this group for the ethics 

rather than for the science.  The universe may be 

very different from how it seems, but ethics should 
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be determined by what helps and harms others, not 

what is in some book. 

 

Judy Fontana: I don't have to fear the unknown as 

much.  People used to see spirits in trees or in the 

sun.  Some were bad spirits.  It left people in fear. 

 

Eileen: “Second Question: What is the most 

challenging aspect of your world view?” 

 

Bill Cook: It is a lot of 

work.  You don't have 

constant certainty.  I 

sometimes feel jealous 

of those who feel they 

have a chum up there! 

 

Maureen: We are 

heading into a 

theocracy.  Especially 

with this Supreme 

Court appointee. 

 

Michael: Feeling in the 

minority.  There are few atheists here in the U.S. 

compared with Europe.  It is hard to get elected here 

as an atheist.  Everyone is trying to convert you to 

save your soul. 

 

Richard: It is hard to stay open minded and not give 

in to bias.  I also feel that others fear and hate me 

for my atheism.  It is hard not to return that. 

 

Judy Fontana: Being a minority.  Believers get a 

pass.  They can avoid the draft. 

 

Eileen: “Third Question: What comforts you in 

difficult times?” 

 

Marian: Talking with atheist friends who share my 

values. 

 

Next it was time for Group 2 to answer the same 

questions. Dave Flattery did this round. 

 

Dave: What is the most satisfying aspect of having 

your world view? 

 

Jeanne: I don't believe in a higher being, but I do 

believe in a form of universal life and I enjoy 

feeling a connection to that. 

 

Susan: I belong to the Episcopal Church. There is 

no strict orthodoxy. God is love and that is all you 

need to know. 

 

David: What is the most challenging aspect of 

your world view? 

 

Chris Hana: Some in Group 1 felt they were the 

minority.  I disagree.  Most people I know are 

Group 1 types.  My friends laugh at me for 

believing in an old book and say I am 

"brainwashed" (note: Chris is a young person and 

his view is less common in his age group). 

 

Susan: Literalness and orthodoxy. I am a seeker. I 

can’t deal with literal interpretations of the Bible. 

 

Lisa E: I believe there is an energy and a 

consciousness, but not a personal god who answers 

prayers.  There are powers all around me beyond 

my control.  And that is fine.  I don't want control 

over that.  I am happy to be taken care of. 

 

Next it was time for Group 3 to answer the same 

questions. Judy Flattery did this round. 

 

Judy: “First Question: What is the most satisfying 

aspect of having your world view” 

 

Debbie: Live and let live.  It is OK if someone has 

their faith, as long as it doesn't hurt the planet. 

 

Gari: It is up to me to make a world that works.  I 

don't believe any god will do that. 

 

Dave R: The more I know, the more I know I don't 

know.  It is hard to stay open as an atheist.  There is 

no evidence for supernatural beings. I converted 

from being an evangelist to Humanism. I now feel 

"Congruity" and everything fits. 

 

Judy: “Second Question: What is the most 

challenging aspect of your world view?” 

 

Eileen Epperson 
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Maxi: I feel alone and outside the box.  Church 

friends have social actions. I find it uncomfortable 

to work around religious people. 

Gari: It is hard to blame others.  My own 

consciousness is giving me my thoughts. 

 

Judy: “Third Question: What is your automatic 

reaction to the other two Groups?” 

 

Debbie: If people get comfort from their faith and 

it doesn't hurt anyone or the planet, it is OK.  I 

believe in science.  I also believe in spirituality.  

People have different ways.  It is OK to be in a 

community if one stays tolerant of others. 

 

Jeremy: We spend too much time giving out 

answers when we should be asking questions.  

Science doesn't tell what is true.  Just a spectrum of 

probabilities of what is true. 

 

Eileen (addressing all participants): Did you 

discover anything today about yourself or about 

another world view? 

 

Kevin: I was a church organist for many years.  I 

can't fit in a box.  I am not an atheist and not really 

a Christian.  Maybe a Unitarian.  My wife is 

Catholic.  Our relationship to the Universe is 

spirituality for me. 

 

Richard: One can feel one is a minority in any 

Group.  I was moved by Chris feeling he was a 

minority who was mistreated.  You have allies in 

the other Groups. 

 

Eileen B: A support group is important for 

everyone.  I am an alcoholic.  I rely on belief in a 

higher power.  But I am not religious.  AA helps me. 

 

Jocelyn: I was moved by what Chris said.  I know I 

am opinionated and express my views.  I viewed 

religious people as telling non-believers they will 

go to hell.  I now see the other side of it.  Religion 

is their truth.  They can see criticism of their view 

as a personal attack. 

 

Eileen Epperson: That is a good way to end! 

 

For many years I enjoyed watching BookTV (until 

Cox Cable cancelled it). BookTV was a forum for 

book authors to talk about their books for about an 

hour. I made a point of listening to those with 

opposing views on politics and religion.  Unlike 

current highly polarized cable “news” channels, 

these events were honest, unfiltered and without 

rude interruptions. 

 

Since the speaker was usually speaking to a 

sympathetic crowd you could really understand 

how they and their audience saw the world.  What 

always made an impression on me?  How the very 

people my side saw as powerful and dominating the 

country and culture saw themselves as an oppressed 

minority that no one was listening to. 

 

And in a way they are correct.  If you watch the 

corporate news, you are just as unlikely to hear an 

extensive interview with a fundamentalist as you 

are to hear an extensive interview with an atheist.  

The corporate media decides what is "the middle" 

and rarely strays from that viewpoint.  The result is 

that huge portions of our population feel as if their 

voice is never heard.   

 

Events like our October event are a rare chance for 

people to feel they are being heard. 

 

Levels of Concern: 
 1.  Concern      2.  Thoughts and Prayers,  

3.  Moderate Unease       4. “Hmmm”  
5.  Hand Wringing,    6.  Mournful Sigh 

7.  Do Something 
Source: The Daily Show 
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HSSB Featured on Local Radio 
By Judy Flattery 

 
My cell phone rang as Dave & I were driving to 
Orange County in early October.  I answered and 
it was Lisa Newman, a producer at KZSB 
AM1290 NewsPress radio asking if I would be 
interested in being a guest on their Wednesday 
afternoon talk show, CSUCI Presents: About 
Education with Neil Kreisel, to talk about the 
Humanist Society of Santa Barbara.   
 
I took a deep breath, and lightly said, “Sure, what 
date?”   We scheduled for Wednesday, October 
21.  She asked for my bio and a headshot.  She 
did her research on Humanism and sent me a list 
of potential topics a few days before the 
interview.  I edited the list (e.g. No, I’m not 
qualified to discuss “Humanism’s relationship to 
Buddhism, Confucianism, & Early Islamic 
philosophy” but I certainly can talk about “My 
personal journey from Catholicism to 
Humanism”).   
 
The interview was conducted via Zoom so I did 
not have to go into the studio.  Lisa 
recommended I not prepare any notes; 
however, as this was my first live, broadcast 
interview I wanted to have talking points 
available.   
 
I may have gone a little overboard with 12 pages 
of typed notes organized by topic for quick 
reference (which I found very helpful).  The prep 
work proved to be educational and organized 

my priorities about what I really wanted to 
communicate.  Notes were also helpful to direct 
the conversation back to my agenda during the 
conversation.   
 
I focused on communicating Humanist values by 
highlighting the kinds of speakers we have, the 
value of community, and my personal journey 
(along with an invitation to join the society) with 
the intention of reaching others who may have 
left the religion of their parents and find 
themselves wondering if they are the only one.  
 

Since then, I have shared the interview with 
friends and relatives near and far which has 
initiated some interesting conversations and 
some surprising revelations.  You can listen to 
the 56 minute interview by clicking on this link.   
 

Movies for Humanists: Mr. Church 
By Diane Krohn 

 
Are you feeling stressed about viral pandemics, 

wildfires, elections, and social distancing?  Then 

take a mental health vacation and watch this 2016 

movie, Mr. Church. 

 

Young Charlotte wakes up one morning and finds a 

stranger, Mr. Church, in the kitchen, cooking 

breakfast.  She asks her mom, “What is going on?”  

Mom says, “This is Mr. Church, and he is our new 

cook.”  Charlotte and her mom, Marie, don’t have 

much money, but Marie once had an affair with 

Richard, a wealthy married man.  When he died, he 

directed his cook, Mr. Church, to be the cook for 

Charlotte and Marie.   

 

Marie further finds out that Richard has left 

provisions in his will to care for Charlotte and 

Marie, and that Mr. Church gets a guaranteed 

lifetime salary for cooking for the family for six 

Urban Dictionary Defines  
“Thoughts and Prayers” 

 
1. An expression of indifference to 

tragedy intended to seem empathetic. 
 

2. Hollow gestures trivializing loss. 
 

Top Definition By Dex Novice, 2/11/2018 
Submitted by Max Flattery 

https://soundcloud.com/user-873816943/csuci-presents102120
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=indifference
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=empathetic
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Hollow
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months.  Why six months? Because Marie has 

cancer and that is her expected survival time. 

 

As it turns out, Marie lives longer than six months.  

Charlotte (who resents Mr. Church at first) fully 

accepts the presence of Mr. Church—and his 

wonderful meals—and the three become a family 

of sorts.  Mr. Church, though, has his own life once 

he leaves Charlotte and Marie every night after 

dinner.  His private life remains somewhat 

mysterious for much of the movie.  

 

Marie does eventually die, and Charlotte leaves to 

attend college, but she returns into Mr. Church’s life 

due to an unplanned pregnancy. Once again, 

Charlotte and Mr. Church become a family of sorts.  

She learns a bit about his private life, but she learns 

more about his interest and skills – besides being a 

gourmet cook, he also gardens, paints and plays 

piano. 

 

Mr. Church is a story about a unique friendship, 

family, respect, and human connections.  Eddie 

Murphy plays the role of Mr. Church, an unusual 

role for him. The movie also features Natascha 

McElhone as Marie and Britt Robertson as 

Charlotte.  Be sure to have your tissues ready when 

you watch this movie! 

 

In Memoriam – Jean Olsen 

 

HSSB Member, Jean Olsen died at Vista del Monte 

on October 14, 2020.  Jean was enthusiastic, 

hardworking, and committed to furthering our 

humanist values.  She was always  

very supportive of our organization and previously 

served on our Board 

of Directors.  She 

was a regular 

attendee at HSSB  

meetings.   

 

Jean shared 

wonderful stories 

about her travels and 

other adventures.  We 

will miss her!   

Jean’s obituary can 

be found  here in The 

Independent. 

 

 
The Original Dr. J 

By David Flattery 
 

Recently, my uncle found an old advertisement 
from the Marysville, CA Daily National Democrat 
of 1861 that trumpeted the ability and renown 
of one J. Flattery, M.D. whose office was in San 
Francisco but who would be available for 
consultations for a few days each month at a 
hotel in Marysville.  This turns out to be my 
great-great-great uncle and piecing together the 
fascinating and sad trajectory of his life gave me 
some insight into what has changed and what 
really hasn’t in the world of ‘woo-woo’ in the last 
150 years.  The story starts in Ohio and ends in 
Texas with many, many, stops in-between. 
 
Jonathan Flattery was born in Fairfield County, 
Ohio in 1822 to Jonathan Sr. and Mary Flattery 
and was the older brother of my great-great 
grandfather Lucas.  In about 1849 or 1850 he 
graduated as an MD from the Eclectic Medical 
College of Cincinnati.  Before beginning this 
research, I was unfamiliar with Eclectic 
Medicine; Wikipedia defines it as “a branch of 
American medicine which made use of botanical 
remedies along with other substances and 
physical therapy practices, popular in the latter 
half of the 19th and first half of the 20th 
centuries.”  My assessment is that Dr. J started 

Jean Olsen  

https://www.independent.com/obits/2020/10/26/jean-olsen/
https://www.independent.com/obits/2020/10/26/jean-olsen/
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his career with a real Doctor of Medicine Degree 
in fake medicine. 
 
There are advertisements for his services as a 
surgeon, with or without the administration of 
“Letheon” gas (diethyl ether), as well as notices 
of him lecturing at the Syracuse Medical College 
in 1851-1852 editions of the Lancaster, OH 
Gazette.  After 1852, the newspaper record of 
him dries up until 1859 when he advertises in 
the Melbourne, Australia Age offering medical 
consultations in person at his rooms “opposite 
Melbourne Hospital” or by mail.  Diagnosis and 
treatment through the mail appear in many of 
his subsequent advertisements with the same 
procedure; send a letter stating your sex, age, 
time taken ill, constitution, occupation, number 
of previous treatments, and symptoms and Dr. J 
will send medicines and directions “guaranteed 
to cure any disease” for £1. 
 
I haven’t found records of how Dr. J made it to 
Australia, or where he may have been prior to 
that, but in the dozens of subsequent ads for his 
services he variously claims to have practiced 
medicine in New York City, Europe, Vancouver, 
and the Sandwich Islands and been a member of 
the Royal College of Surgeons and a Surgeon to 
Her Majesty’s forces.  He doesn’t appear to have 
stayed in Australia long, as ads for his services 
begin to appear in Northern California 
newspapers in 1860.  Marysville, Petaluma, 
Sacramento in 1861; Oregon in 1863 and Detroit 
in 1864.  His pattern is to advertise, arrive, and 
depart scores of cities across the country, 
offering heartfelt testimonials from rejuvenated 
patients, guaranteed cures, and reasonable 
prices.  After a few years that include stops in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, and Kansas he returns to 
the West in 1868.   
 
After being a ‘traveling physician’ in California 
and Nevada in 1868, he makes a career change 
in May of 1869 and becomes the proprietor of 
the Miners’ Exchange Saloon in Gold Hill, NV for 
a few years.  This does not turn out to be an 

enduring choice, however, and by 1875 he is 
back to being a physician and advertising in 
Virginia City as the ‘Australian Doctor’ with 
‘guaranteed cures.’ 
 

 
 
Woven throughout both these and subsequent 
records is evidence of Dr. J running into various 
kinds of trouble that may explain why he needed 
to keep moving.  He is charged with practicing 
medicine without a license in Detroit in 1865 
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and pleads 
sickness in the 
family and 
‘extreme 
poverty’ for 
his inability to 
raise the 
money 
required to 
procure a 
license.  It 
appears he 
pays bail and 
skips town, 
next 
advertising 
his services in 
Franklin, PA 
after he has 
put a couple of 
states 
between him 
and Detroit.  
Articles 
describe 
additional 
convictions 
and 
judgements 
against him in 
Sacramento, 
San Francisco, 
and Nevada in 
the 1870s for 
various 
offenses 
related to 
quackery and 
larceny.  Even 
if the law 
doesn’t catch 
up to him, the 
newspapers 
sometimes do.   
 
In 1866 the 
Louisville 

Courier-Journal  publishes a warning that “A 
man calling himself Dr. J. Flattery is going 
around the country professing to cure all 
diseases of the eye and ear, and publishes 
largely in all papers that are green enough to 
trust him.  He has swindled us, all the papers in 
Nashville, and is likely to swindle everyone he 
comes in contact with.”  In Reno there is an 
article about him skipping out on his hotel bill 
and in Minneapolis the Star Tribune publicly 
questions his credentials in an editorial.  They 
follow up by telegraphing the Cincinnati Eclectic 
Medical College asking if Dr. Flattery was in fact 
a graduate.  Their reply was “Unfortunately, 
Jonathan Flattery is a graduate of this 
institution.”  Within a fortnight, Dr. J. had 
relocated and was advertising his services in 
Wheeling, WV. 
 
The wanderings continue, as illustrated on the 
map above, until Dr. J. makes his final swing 
through the southeastern US.  Ads appear in 
newspapers in Pensacola, Shreveport, Houston, 
and Galveston.  In the Galveston Daily News he is 
referred to as a “quack doctor” in their edition of 
January 31, 1885.  In the early morning hours of 
February 10 he died in his chair in his office.  The 
day before his death, he inserted into an 
advertising contract with the Houston Journal 
the text:  
 
“I agree to pay you the sum of $__ per month, in 
three payments of $__ each, to be paid if I live, if 
not my skeleton to belong to the Journal.”   
 
This unusual clause was strange and macabre 
enough that word of it spread and it can be 
found repeated in newspapers across several 
states.  The item in the Saint Paul Globe notes 
“Dr. Flattery was not unknown in this city.  Some 
four or five years ago he sold patent medicines 
from a gaily equipped and decorated hack on 
bridge square.” 
 
I was struck by how sad and desperate his life 
seems to have been.  Skating from place to place, 
sometimes being run out of town, swindling 
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vulnerable patients (and other establishments), 
and in general eking out a meager living 
primarily by exploiting others.   
 
Did he believe the snake oil he peddled really 
worked?  Did any of his treatments ever benefit 
those in his care?   
 
We could ask the same questions about the 
modern versions of Dr. J. – the peddlers of 
homeopathy, alternative medicine, and other 
unfounded treatments.  150 years later it’s the 
same spiel as Dr. J’s, just dressed up with 
branding, multi-media advertising, and global 
marketing.  Dr. J.’s colorful hack has been 
replaced by storefronts at Amazon and CVS. 
 
  

When the missionaries came to Africa, they 
had The Bible and we had the land.  They 
said, “Let Us Pray.”  We closed our eyes.   

When we opened them, we had The Bible 
and they had the land” 

 – Bishop Desmond Tutu 

FIGHT 
TRUTH 
DECAY 

Seen on a T-shirt 
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Upcoming Events of Interest to Humanists 
All of these events are online: 

 
• November 17:  Film screening: John Lewis: 

Good Trouble. UCSB Arts & Lectures virtual 
event.   
 

• November 19:  Sister Helen Prejean .  The 
nation's foremost leader in efforts to 
abolish the death penalty, Sister Prejean 
ignited a national debate on capital 
punishment with her bestselling book Dead 
Man Walking and the Academy Award-
winning movie, play and opera it inspired. 
UCSB Arts & Lectures virtual event.   

 
 

• December 8:  Nikole Hannah-Jones, Pulitzer 
Prize winning creator of The 1619 Project. 
UCSB Arts & Lectures virtual event.   
 

• December 10: Human Rights Day.  Southern 
California Secular Coalition, together with 
the United Nations Association, celebrates 
the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations 
and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.  6:00-7:30 pm. On Zoom.   Watch this 
excellent  3 minute YouTube video on the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 
 

• For more events of interest to Humanists 
check out the 
Southern 
California 
Secular 
Coalition’s Meet 
Up page.   
You will find 
many free local Zoom events listed.  HSSB 
posts our events here as do many other 
secular organizations throughout Southern 
California.  You are invited to attend any 
posted event.  Note that although SCSC is 

listed as located in Rancho Santa Margarita 
it covers all of Southern CA and the Central 
Coast. 

HSSB Contact Information 
 

Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net 

Treasurer: Sondra Wikman, sondra.wikman@gmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Dave Flattery, Mary 

Wilk, Nan Cisney  

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past issues 
of the Secular Circular.   
 

Annual HSSB membership dues: $36 for an individual, 
$60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, and $300 
(or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an annual 
fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to members and 
interested non-members at no charge.   
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a check 
for your membership dues made out to Humanist Society 
of Santa Barbara, to Mary Wilk, P.O. Box 30232, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93130. For further membership information 
contact Mary Wilk at mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For more information about HSSB, contact any of the 
officers at the email or P.O. Box addresses shown above 
or call 805-769-4772. 
 
Like our page on Facebook. Join our Facebook 

Group.                              

 

https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4491
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4491
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4493
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4495
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaHwy5tdLOY
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/
https://www.meetup.com/So-Cal-Secular-Coalition/
mailto:djkrohn@cox.net
mailto:sondra.wikman@gmail.com
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
 

HSSB Calendar 

Tuesday November 17. HSSB Board Meeting. Click on the following link as early as 5:15 pm for dinner & 
socializing, meeting begins at 5:30.   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  For those ONLY joining 
with phone audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter meeting id 83592300667# 

Saturday November 21, 3:00 pm. Peter Compo.  Cultural Evolution: What do Archaeopteryx and Little 
Richard have in Common?  Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86001237468.  For those ONLY 
joining with phone audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter meeting id: 86001237468# 

Sunday November 29, 3:00 pm. Dave Flattery.  Update on COVID-19 Pandemic Models. Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099 

 Tuesday December 15. HSSB Board Meeting. Click on the following link as early as 5:15 pm for dinner & 

socializing, meeting begins at 5:30.   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  For those ONLY joining 
with phone audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter meeting id 83592300667# 

Saturday January 16, 3:00 pm.   Dr. Anabel Ford, UCSB.   The Mayans and Sustainable Forest 
Gardening. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83395449475 .  

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86001237468
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83395449475

