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 Please join us for our October  Speaker Meeting on Zoom… 

Atheists, Believers & Everyone In-Between 
 

Are you an atheist?  What is your 
perspective on believers?  Are 
you a believer?  What is your 
perspective on atheists?  Do you 
know any?  And what about 
agnostics?  What do you think 
about them?  And vice versa?  
And where do humanists fit in? 
 
We all make assumptions about 
the worldviews of others based on 
a label or their affiliation with a 
particular group.  We may 
assume we know who they are, 
what to expect from them, what 
they likely believe, what they likely 

think.  We may misunderstand them, we probably judge them, while responding to who we think they 
are.  Our own internal dialog can get in the way of authentic communication between human beings 
and add to the list of things we just avoid talking about.  
 
Program: This structured, interactive, speaking and listening session will provide a unique 
opportunity to bring together people from across the “spectrum of belief” to notice our own 
assumptions and reveal new perspectives on who the “others” are.   This will be a safe space to 
explore, express and discover.  Invite your atheist, believer and agnostic friends and relatives 
to this event! 

Session Leaders:  

- Judy Flattery, President of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara, Editor of The Secular Circular, 

member of the Secular Leaders of SoCal, business owner, former engineer & manager.   

- Dave Flattery, Board Member of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara, Strategic Initiatives 

Leader for a DuPont business unit, Six Sigma Master Black Belt.   

- Reverend Eileen Epperson, Presbyterian minister, spiritual director, retreat leader and 

bereavement group facilitator with a private practice in spiritual coaching.  Rev. Epperson will be 

bringing some of her friends to this event to provide a thoughtful and balanced interaction. 

When:  Saturday, October 17, via Zoom.  Program begins at 3:00 pm Pacific / 6:00 pm Eastern.  Log 
in up to 15 minutes early. 
Where:   Zoom link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83395449475.  For those ONLY joining with phone 
audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter meeting id:  833 954 49475# 
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Rev. Eileen Epperson Judy & Dave Flattery, HSSB 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83395449475
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
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Next  

COVID-19 
Pandemic 

Models 
Update 

 

 

 

Dave Flattery will present his 9th update on the 

state of the COVID-19 pandemic on Sunday 

October 25th at 3pm.  All are invited to attend.   

This month Dave intends to focus on the 

economic effects of COVID-19 in various 

countries vs. their approach to handling the 

pandemic.  

 

When: Sunday September 27th at 3pm Pacific 

/ 6pm Eastern. 

Where: Zoom link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099.  

 

Mark Boslough 

Climate Literacy Toolkit  
September 19, 2020 
By Robert Bernstein 

 

Mark Boslough is a 

Caltech trained 

physicist who works at 

Los Alamos National 

Laboratory on planetary 

defense from meteor 

impacts, among other 

things (HSSB president, 

Judy Flattery, invited 

him to return for a talk 

on that subject as well). 

 

Judy introduced our 

speaker by relating the 

issue of climate change communication to three of 

the Ten Commitments of Humanism published by 

the American Humanist Association: Critical 

Thinking, Empathy, and Environmentalism.  Mark 

Boslough added that the AHA commitment of 

Service and Participation is also quite appropriate  

(AHA’s Ten Commitments of Humanism are shown 

on page 8). 

 

Boslough noted that Climate Deniers improperly  

call themselves "Climate Skeptics" which creates 

confusion in the media.  Jim Balter noted that 

"Climate Science Deniers" would be a better term. 

 

Boslough referenced an excellent article in 

Skeptical Inquirer by Ray Hyman called Proper 

Criticism: 

 

He offered Ray Hyman's Eight Commandments for 

skeptical criticism: 

1. Be prepared 

2. Clarify your objectives 

3. Do your homework 

4. Do not go beyond your level of competence 

5. Let the facts speak for themselves 

6. Be precise 

7. Use the principle of charity – assume the 

other person is not acting maliciously 

Dave Flattery 

Mark Boslough 

Cranky Uncle Cartoon  
Submitted by Mark Boslough. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://thehumanist.com/magazine/september-october-2019/features/living-humanist-values-the-ten-commitments
https://skepticalinquirer.org/2001/07/proper-criticism/
https://skepticalinquirer.org/2001/07/proper-criticism/
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8. Avoid using loaded words and 

sensationalism. 

 

Being a true skeptic carries great responsibility.  

One must stick to facts and let those facts speak for 

themselves. 

 

There is an entire industry of climate science denial 

funded by the fossil fuel industry. They have made 

the issue "political" which makes it socially taboo. 

It should not be.  It should be no different than 

talking about the Earth going around the sun.  He 

noted that only ¾ of Americans know that fact (!) 

which is about the same percentage who know 

about Climate Change. 

 

Communicating the issue is not about getting 

people to have an epiphany. It is more about 

nudging people on a path to better understanding.  

You don't have to be a scientist to do this.  In fact, 

since it is more about social bonding, there may be 

some advantage to not being a scientist!  He invited 

us all to get involved. 

 

Boslough presented these "Five Climate Facts" and 

“Five Denialist Claims” by Ed Maibach and John 

Cook: 

 

What should be done about misinformation on the 

internet?  Should you engage and correct it?  It may 

seem seems futile, but it is important to correct 

things; however, your efforts should be "surgical". 

You could be responding to a Russian bot or to 

someone who is deliberately just trying to waste 

your time. 

 

Although you may not convince the person who 

posted the misinformation, you may persuade those 

who are watching the exchange.  He thinks 

Nextdoor is better than Facebook or Twitter if the 

goal is to convince people.  Nextdoor is vetted to 

only allows real people to have an account (no 

bots). 

 

A key resource that Boslough recommends is 

Communicating the Science of Climate Change by 

Somerville and Hassol in Physics Today – October 

2011. This article gives the details of effective 

communication on Climate Change.  It is directed 

at ordinary citizens, scientists and media and has 

recommendations for each. 

 

That article cites another reference recommended 

by Boslough.  It is called "The Six Americas" and 

was developed by a team from Yale and George 

Mason universities. 

https://climatecommunication.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Somerville-Hassol-Physics-Today-2011.pdf
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The Six Americas represent the spectrum of 

feelings about Climate Change: Alarmed, 

Concerned, Cautious, Disengaged, Doubtful, and 

Dismissive. 

 

The good news is that the trend from 2014 to 2019 

is very encouraging.  Those who are Alarmed 

comprise a third of the respondents while all other 

categories have decreased.  

 

The bad news is that Doubtful and Dismissive 

people are often very certain in their views.  

Increased education often serves to make them 

even more certain in their rationalizations. 

 

The Physics Today article explains that the public 

thinks there is far more controversy among 

scientists than there really is.  Even among those 

who are alarmed, only 44% think there is scientific 

agreement. 

 

The public also confuses Climate Change with the 

hole in the ozone layer.  They think that Climate 

Change is caused by the ozone hole, aerosol spray 

cans, toxic waste, nuclear power, and the space 

program. 

 

The article notes that acceptance of Climate 

Change tracks with the strength of the economy.   In 

difficult times, people seem more likely to reject the 

science, maybe because they don’t want to adopt 

challenging solutions. 

 

The article notes that for most of human history 

people have seen the weather as the province of 

God so they have difficulty accepting the idea that 

mere humans could actually change it. 

 

The article chastises the media for presenting 

Climate Change as a controversy with two equally 

valid sides.  

 

The article is also a plea to scientists to meet people 

with language the public understands.  Tell people 

the ways Climate Change will directly affect the 

economy and basic needs like food, water, housing, 

safety, and security. 

More extreme weather will create fresh water 

shortages and make it more difficult to grow food 

in most places.  Rising sea levels will flood far 

inland areas in coastal states.  This will destroy low 

lying coastal housing and force millions of people 

to move i.e. “climate refugees”. 

 

Climate Change increases the extremes of hot and 

cold, wet and dry, depending on location.  Hotter 

oceans make hurricanes more powerful and 

destructive.  A warmer atmosphere holds more 

water, creating more powerful rainstorms when that 

water is released. 

 

Scientists are trained to present the facts, 

disclaimers, and uncertainties up front and then 

draw conclusions at the end.  It is more effective to 

invert this order when speaking to the public.  This 

is not being dishonest.  It is about speaking the truth 

Cranky Uncle “Denier”  
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in a way that communicates to the intended 

audience.   

 

The following graphic from Somerville & Hassol 

“Communicating the Science of Climate Change 

published in Physics Today in Oct 2011 illustrates 

the shift required. 

 

The article offers a table of common terms to 

substitute for science terms for better clarity. 

 

Climate Science has advanced to the point where 

we can identify causes far more accurately than the 

public realizes.  This branch of the science is called 

"detection and attribution". 

 

Analogies and common points of reference can 

help, too.  They invite scientists to become better 

story tellers, to craft simple messages that are 

memorable, and to repeat them often.  Show your 

passion.  This goes against the training of most 

scientists, but it is essential when speaking to the 

public. 

 

The situation is not hopeless, but it is urgent.  CO2 

remains in the atmosphere for hundreds of years.  It 

is not enough to reduce the amount we put into the 

atmosphere.  We must completely stop adding CO2 

by ~2050.  Every year we delay moving toward 

zero makes the transition that much harder. 

 

They point out that not acting is also making a 

choice.  A choice that affects future generations 

who have no choice. 

 

Boslough compares Climate Change 

communication to medical triage. He calls it 

Influence Triage: invest your resources and time 

where it is most likely to make a difference. 
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You can certainly raise the alarm level for those 
who already agree with you, but consider 
engaging with climate change deniers whose 
minds might be changed, particularly if they are 
influencers. 
 
Boslough quoted British military historian B. H. 
Liddell Hart: "The real target in war is the mind 
of the enemy commander, not the bodies of his 
troops." 
 
If you have something in common with those 
you are trying to reach, be sure to use that for 
social bonding.  He showed a photo of himself 
cutting wood with a chain saw.  People like 
seeing that you are a practical person with real 
world experiences. 

 
Boslough went on to have several volunteers do 
a role-playing exercise.  Two volunteers selected 
roles from the Six Americas list and the third 
volunteer interacted with them about Climate 
Change.  The audience correctly identified which 
of the Six Americas categories each volunteer 
was playing. Thanks to the volunteers for doing 
this demonstration.  Boslough invited us to join 
his Nextdoor group at                              
https://nextdoor.com/g/8rnb2pptm/.   

 
 
 
 

Holy Hierarchy: The Religious Roots of 
Racism in America 

By Judy Flattery 

 
I watched the 2019 documentary, Holy 
Hierarchy: The Religious Roots of Racism in 
America, a film by Jeremiah Camera, which 
examines the connection between Christianity, 
slavery, and systemic racism in the U.S.  This film 
can be found on Amazon Prime.  Featured by The 
Secular Student Alliance at their July 2020 
Conference, I found it very thought-provoking. 

Here are some of the points I gleaned from the 
film: 
- Slavery is an economic endeavor to exploit 

the resources of others plus a compelling 
story to justify and rationalize the 
exploitation. 

- Many passages in the Bible speak of the 
chosen people… so if there is a “chosen 
people” there must also be a non-chosen 
people who are “less than” the chosen 
people.  God divided light from darkness, so 

https://nextdoor.com/g/8rnb2pptm/
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too with his people.  The Bible has many 
passages which have been cited to justify 
racism and slavery. 

- People who create gods generally create 
them in their own image, i.e. God, Jesus, and 
the angels are portrayed as white in 
children’s books, movies, paintings, stained 
glass windows, sculptures, etc.  Therefore, if 
these “heavenly beings” are white and at the 
top of the hierarchy then white humans can 
claim to be closest to the heavenly beings and 
therefore, can consider themselves chosen 
by God to be superior to non-white humans 
and to animals.   

- Note that this is also consistent with the 
“Prosperity Gospel” discussed in 
September’s SC which could be summarized 
as: “If you find yourself in a privileged, 
superior position it must be because God has 
chosen you for that position.”  Having slaves 
buy into this hierarchy was advantageous 
and economically useful for the white 
owners. 

- Slavery in the continental U.S. began in 
Virginia.  A series of court cases in 17th and 
18th Virginia resulted in the Slave Code which 
formed the basis of how slaves were treated 
throughout the colonies and in the United 
States.  The film reviewed several key cases. 

- During the period of 1662-1691 the Virginia 
legislature codified “black inferiority” into 
law including limiting their ability to acquire 
wealth, and to pass it on to their children. 

- Virginia was key: Seven of the first eleven 
presidents were born in Virginia.  They lived 
in a world where slavery was experienced as 
the normal, right order of things by both rich 
and poor whites. 

- Thomas Jefferson owned ~175 slaves and 
slept with a 14-year old slave girl.  An 
extended quote from Jefferson expressed the 
view that whites were more expressive, 
more attractive, more intelligent, more 
suited to think, to lead and to create.  It went 
on for quite a few damning paragraphs and 
has forever altered my view of Jefferson.  “All 
men are created equal…” was said to really 

mean “All white, male, property owners (but 
only from certain countries) are created 
equal…”  So much unenlightened thinking in 
the so-called “Age of Enlightenment”!   

- Slaves were taught Christianity and some 
bought into the idea that white beings were 
at the top of the hierarchy and therefore 
superior.  Christian slaves were often treated 
better than others so becoming Christian 
became part of a slavery survival strategy for 
some. 

- The film commented on the 
disproportionate amount of time some 
present-day black faith communities spend 
in church and in (non-productive) prayer vs. 
white congregations, and portrayed this as a 
counter-productive legacy of adopting 
Christianity. 

- The film also addressed the counter-claim 
that churches help people through soup 
kitchens, clothing drives, etc. The film 
challenged that if churches really wanted to 
help people, they would insist on paying 
their fair share of property taxes to support 
the local community! 

If you are looking for an interesting and visually 
engaging documentary at the intersection of 
religion and racism, I recommend Holy 
Hierarchy. 

Submitted by Dave Flattery  
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In Memory of Louise Stone 
We were saddened to learn of the recent death of Louise 
Stone.  Louise and Ray have long been members and 
active supporters of HSSB until their recent move to the 
Bay Area to be closer to family.  Louise was 86.  Her 
obituary can be found in the Santa Barbara News Press.  
We express our heartfelt sympathies to Ray.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Ten Commitments of Humanism 
Source: The American Humanist Association Center For 
Education, available in 12 languages 
 

Louise & Ray Stone at HSSB Solstice Picnic.  
Photo by Marian Shapiro  
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Upcoming Events of Interest to Humanists 
All of these events are online: 

• October 5: Andrew S. Curran: Speaking of 
Humanism: Diderot and the Art of Thinking 
Freely.  Sponsored by the American 
Humanist Association. Speaking of 
Humanism 

• October 11: Andrew Seidel: The Founding 
Myth: Why Christian Nationalism is Un-
American.  Southern California Secular 
Leadership Meet Up:  Andrew Seidel 

• October 11: California Freethought Day. This 
year is a video event, free to watch, but you 
can register in advance. California 
Freethought Day 

• October 17:  Centering the Margins 2020: A 
Summit for LGBTQ Nontheists, a virtual non-
conference sponsored by the LGBTQ 
Humanist Alliance and the American 
Humanist Association. Centering the 
Margins 2020 

• October 23: Dr. Vivek Murthy: An Intimate 
Conversation with the 19th United States 
Surgeon General. UCSB Arts & Lectures 
virtual event. Vivek Murthy, MD 

• November 1: Secular Day of the Dead is a 
religion-free cultural experience which 
honors the traditions of the Hispanic 
community.  Participate online.  Reserve a 3-
5 minute slot to celebrate the life of a 
deceased loved one.  Consult this Meetup 
page for details. Co-Sponsored by: The 
Freethought Society, The Freedom From 
Religion Foundation, American Atheists, The 
Center for Inquiry,  and Hispanic American 
Freethinkers. 

 
Volunteer Service Opportunity 

 
Recovering from Religion is an international 
non-profit organization that helps people deal 
with the psychological & emotional impact of 
leaving their faith.   RfR utilizes support groups, 
a telephone helpline, and an online support 
community for "people in their most urgent time 
of need".   RfR provides training to volunteers to 
lead small support groups.   

There are currently no RfR support groups on 
the Central Coast.  If you are interested in being 
trained to lead or co-lead such a group, contact 
the editor or www.recoveringfromreligion.com.   
 
RfR also has a network of professional secular 
therapists for those individuals who require a 
higher level of professional care than is available 
in a volunteer support group.  
 

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net 

Treasurer: Sondra Wikman, sondra.wikman@gmail.com 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, Robert Bernstein, Dave Flattery, Mary 

Wilk, Nan Cisney  

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past issues 
of the Secular Circular.   
 

Annual HSSB membership dues: $36 for an individual, 
$60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, and $300 
(or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an annual fee 
of $20. E-mail copies provided to members and interested 
non-members at no charge.   
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a check 
for your membership dues made out to Humanist Society 
of Santa Barbara, to Mary Wilk, P.O. Box 30232, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93130. For further membership information 
contact Mary Wilk at mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For more information about HSSB, contact any of the 
officers at the email or P.O. Box addresses shown above 
or call 805-769-4772. 
 
Like our page on Facebook. Join our Facebook 

Group.                              

 

https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-diderot-and-the-art-of-thinking-freely/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/speaking-of-humanism-diderot-and-the-art-of-thinking-freely/
https://www.meetup.com/Southern-CA-Secular-Leadership-Meetup/events/271980592/
http://freethoughtday.org/
http://freethoughtday.org/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/centering-the-margins-2020/
https://americanhumanist.org/events/centering-the-margins-2020/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4481
https://www.meetup.com/Freethought-Society-Meetup/events/272996707/
https://www.meetup.com/Freethought-Society-Meetup/events/272996707/
http://www.recoveringfromreligion.com/
mailto:djkrohn@cox.net
mailto:sondra.wikman@gmail.com
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/


10 The HSSB Secular Circular – October 2020 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                            
                                           

 
 

  

              

Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
 

HSSB Calendar 
Tuesday Oct 13. HSSB Board Meeting. Click on the following link as early as 515pm for dinner & 

socializing, meeting begins at 5:30.   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  For those ONLY joining 
with phone audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter meeting id 83592300667# 

Saturday Oct 17, 3:00 pm. Judy Flattery, Dave Flattery & Rev. Eileen Epperson.  Atheists, Believers & 
Anyone In-Between.  An interactive session of speaking & listening across the beliefs which divide us. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83395449475 .  

Sunday October 25th, 3:00 pm. Dave Flattery.  Update on COVID-19 Pandemic Models. Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099 

Tuesday November 17. HSSB Board Meeting. Click on the following link as early as 5:15pm for dinner & 

socializing, meeting begins at 5:30.   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667.  For those ONLY joining 
with phone audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter meeting id 83592300667# 

Saturday November 21, 3:00 pm. Peter Compo.  Cultural Evolution: The Darwinian Basis of Change 

and Innovation and Why it is Important.  Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86001237468.  For 
those ONLY joining with phone audio, dial 1-669-900-9128 then enter meeting id: 86001237468# 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83395449475
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82598900099
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592300667
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86001237468

