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From favorite new products to rules they love to break, nine 
local home designers share their takes on the latest trends.
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Elizabeth Vallino
Elizabeth Vallino Interiors, Santa Barbara  
elizabethvallino.com

What design qualities do you admire most in a room? 
Individuality, personality, and empty space.
 
Which materials or textures do you use most right now?
Wood, ceramic tile, leather, linen, and wool.

if just one element in any given room could be changed, what would 
have the most transformative impact on the overall look? 
Wall color and wallpaper.

What is the hottest color combo right now? 
Turquoise and green.

What do you consider to be passé in design? 
I am over granite, tumbled limestone, and matching furniture.

What’s the most outrageous trend in home design? 
Building huge houses that people get lost in. Smaller is better.

What room has proven the most popular to remodel so far this year? 
Kitchen and bathroom.

Who or what provides the inspiration for your unique design sense? 
I am inspired by design from the 1930s and ’40s in Italy and France and 
decorative artist Eileen Gray and architect Carlo Scarpa.

What room do you most enjoy making over? 
I like doing kitchens because people spend so much time in them.  
And there are so many beautiful tiles right now.

What new product or style is your current favorite? 
Tabarka tile (tabarkastudio.com; see Upgrades, page 64). 

if you were reborn as a piece of furniture or a home accessory, what 
would it be? 
I would like to be a drawing or a painting.

What style changes do you see on the horizon? 
I hope to see a future where people buy fewer things and of better quality.

What would you never do in one of your designs? 
Never say never. Design always evolves.

elizabeth vallino interiors in santa Barbara sheds 
new light on this uplifting contemporary living room: 

The freeform Oggetti coffee table sits center stage 
atop a tufted Dellarobbia rug, both from Blueprint 

in los angeles; the fireplace is designed to float 
between two rooms with its raised limestone hearth 
and hand-troweled stucco surface; the steel-framed 

doors are fabricated by silvino nuno in Oxnard.
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layers of texture provide an intimate atmosphere 
in this home interior designed by Cabana home 
santa Barbara: a zebra hide pops atop a seagrass 
rug, linen drapes flank woven window shades, 
and the ottomans provide a perfect way to 
pull in closer; the art gracing the fireplace is 
by santa Barbara artist nicole strausberg.
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Caroline Thompson 
Principal
Cabana Home, Santa Barbara
cabanahome.com

What design rule do you love to break?
Repurposing in a different application a piece that 
has always been used traditionally in the same 
way by a client. For example: moving a client’s 
grandmother’s chest of drawers that has always 
been in the bedroom into the living room.

if you were reborn as a piece of furniture or a 
home accessory, what would it be?
An ottoman or a pair of hassocks. These can be 
moved and used in multiple applications and are 
the jewelry in any setting. 

What’s the most outrageous trend in home design?
Spaces that are not used.

What are your go-to paint colors? 
Farrow & Ball, any color. They have the best color 
sense. Benjamin Moore 1249 Homespun Charm at 
75 percent.  

Who or what provides the inspiration for your 
unique design sense?
Client requests or needs are the parameters.  
Once those are shared, then solution-solving 
occurs. Thinking outside the box, being inspired 
by technology, fashion, the arts, current affairs. 
Last week we saw the Joffrey Ballet perform. The 
lighting, sets, and costumes were so minimal and 
architectural. They were very inspiring.

if just one element in any given room could 
be changed, what would have the most 
transformative impact on the overall look?  
Balance. You must have the balance of filled space 
and empty or white space. Cabana Home will 
rearrange rooms to create the right balance even 
if the pieces are not quite right. They become 
placeholders until the right piece can be procured.

What design qualities do you admire most in a room?
Balance, details, and layering.

What is your favorite interior-design  
descriptive word? 
Collected.

Steve Thompson
Principal
Cabana Home, Santa Barbara
cabanahome.com

if just one element in any given room could be 
changed, what would have the most transformative 
impact on the overall look?  
Removing clutter.

Which materials or textures do you use most 
right now?
Belgian linen fabrics; textural wallpapers are huge 
for us right now.

What are your go-to paint colors? 
Elephant’s Breath—yes that’s really the name—by 
Farrow & Ball.

What is the hottest color or color combo right now? 
Gray and cream.

What style changes do you see on the horizon?
Sleeker, cleaner lines continue to make their way into 
the mainstream, eliminating unnecessary details.

What room do you most enjoy making over? 
The living-family room. I like the challenge of 
creating a space that you can truly relax in but 
maintains great style and has durable fabrics and 
finishes. It exists.

 
 
 
Who or what provides the inspiration for your 
unique design sense?
The environment provides the inspiration, and my 
travels and interest in art and architecture provide 
the reference points for scale, color, texture.

What new product or style is currently your favorite?
Verellen furniture. It is authentically Belgian in 
design and is manufactured by a Belgian family in 
the USA. 

What do you consider to be passé in design?
Cheaply made copies of good design. 
 
if you were reborn as a piece of furniture or a 
home accessory, what would it be?
I would be an inkwell to remind myself of the art 
of writing proper thank-you notes. 
 
What is your favorite interior-design 
descriptive word? 
Delicious!

Juxtaposing textures (top) plays up the aesthetic 
of each element: a cement table is surrounded 

by linen-upholstered chairs and crowned with a 
brass chandelier. varied patterns in the entryway 

(bottom) make a textured whole: a diamond chair 
fabric, grill-covered cabinet doors, a green-ringed 

lamp, a double-outlined mirror, metal quatrefoils 
in a ceiling fixture, and stair rail “stripes.”
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What new product or style is your current favorite? 
Metal factory shower doors. I’m using them in a bathroom I’m designing.

What do you consider to be passé in design? 
Bright florals.

Which materials or textures do you use most right now? 
Handwoven textiles, wallpapers, concrete, natural stone, bleached woods.

if you were reborn as a piece of furniture or a home accessory, what would it be? 
I would be a kitchen island. It brings the family together and provides great 
space for entertaining.

What design qualities do you admire most in a room?
I love how natural light changes a room throughout the day.

What is the hottest color right now? 
Indigo.

What is your favorite interior-design descriptive word?  
Patina.

What are your go-to paint colors?
Farrow & Ball Wimborne White 239 and Purbeck Stone 275.

What style changes do you see on the horizon?
More color in the home, and I see interiors continuing to become 
more minimalist.

What room do you most enjoy making over? 
Kitchens. Why? I love to cook for my family. The kitchen is the heart of the home.

Kymberley Fraser
A Beautiful Mess Home, Agoura Hills
abeautifulmesshome.com

The elements of a master bath remodel 
come together for Kymberley Fraser: 
natural stone and marble tiles from Country 
Floors, a dramatic metal factory shower 
door (shown on phone) custom made 
by ironcad ltd. in santa Barbara, and 
custom cabinetry by Fraser’s company, a 
Beautiful Mess. she’s adding Waterworks’ 
industrial-inspired r.W. atlas fixtures in 
an unlacquered brass finish to the mix. 
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Janelle Kandziora
Janelle Interiors Inc., Ojai
janelleinteriors.com

What are the hottest colors right now?
Soft sea blues and gray.

if just one element in any given room could be 
changed, what would have the most
transformative impact on the overall look?
Scale. It seems so simple, but in most of the 
homes I enter, there are issues with the
scale of furniture selected. The layout of the 
furniture is important, but I would focus
on scale of the furniture because this will make 
the biggest impact in the end.

Who or what provides the inspiration for your 
unique design sense?
Other designers inspire me greatly. One of my 
favorite interior designers is Kelly Wearstler. 
I have always enjoyed her design philosophy. 
My favorite one is “There are no rules in interior 
design. Whether it comes from scale or color, I 
love the unexpected because it adds depth and 
personality to a space.” I also find inspiration in 
nature. I love going to the beach, where I feel 
very creative.

What do you consider to be passé in design?
I have never been a fan of painting accent walls. 
The walls should not be center stage; rather, it 
should be the beautiful home furnishings.

What’s the most outrageous trend in  
home design?
Shag rugs. I swore I would never wear skinny 
jeans, but now my closet is full of them. Trends 
have to grow on me like everybody else. I have 
never been a fan of shag rugs, but now I am 
starting to warm up to them and have placed a 
few in clients’ homes. I have to say, they looked 
amazing and feel so great on your bare feet.

What would you never do in one of  
your designs?
Compromise quality. I would rather have my 
clients in an empty dining room until they
are able to invest in the furniture they really 
want. It doesn’t make sense to buy a cheap piece 
of furniture when you will have to replace it in a 
year or two when it falls apart. Save your money 
for a quality piece. Estate sales or consignment 
stores can offer better quality items than some 
of those “really affordable” furniture stores.

What new product or style is your  
current favorite?
I am loving Robert James Collection 
(robertjamescollection.com). Purist-simple 
but very luxurious. Their design philosophy: 
“Scale. Harmony. Balance. Texture. Strength. 
Sensuality.” This is the kind of furniture I am 
passionate about.

if you were reborn as a piece of furniture or a 
home accessory, what would it be?
A dining table. I would always be surrounded by 
good conversation.

Ojai designer Janelle 
Kandziora defies conventional 

thinking: in her bathroom 
design (right) she follows 

her own advice by not shying 
away from using dark colors 
in a small space, which helps 

create an illusion that the 
room is large, as does the 
bordering-edge detail on 

the floor. The soft sea blue 
impulse wallpaper (below) 

from Candice Olsen’s Modern 
nature collection by york 
Wallcoverings represents 

a color of the moment, 
according to Kandziora.



Tammy Price
Fragments Identity, Westlake Village
fragmentsidentity@outlook.com

Who or what provides the inspiration for 
your unique design sense? 
My inspiration has always been textiles. 
They alone can transform a space.

if you were reborn as a piece of furniture 
or a home accessory, what would it be?
That’s easy, a chair. It is the one element that 
can make the most impact standing alone.

What is your favorite interior-design  
descriptive word? 
Rhythm. You just know when a space has 
rhythm; you sense it, see it and feel it. 

Which materials or textures do you use 
most right now? 
Weathered gray and dark wood hues and 
textured textiles in a monochromatic pal-
ette. The interplay of textures is special.

What is the hottest color or color combo 
right now?
A tonal neutral palette—which is always 
in style—indigo and soft whites and soft 
grays, also tangerine and crisp white.

What are your go-to paint colors?
Benjamin Moore Balboa Mist and Sherwin-
Williams Mindful Gray.

What room do you most enjoy making over? 
My favorite space to design is family living 
area and kitchen combinations. It’s where 
most memories are made.

What do you consider to be passé in design? 
Chippy white and rust.

Tammy Price piles on interest 
with pillows she created 
using textiles collected 
from all over the world: a 
batik from the hmong tribe 
in asia (top two pillows) 
and a Mali vintage indigo 
cloth (bottom pillow and 
fabric on palm table).
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Which materials or textures do you use most right now? 
I like to use a lot of white natural marble like Calacatta and other 
natural stones but also marble alternatives. The new collection 
made by Dekton (dekton.com) is a stunning marble alternative, 
and we like to use it because it’s bulletproof, unlike soft natural 
materials like marble.

What’s the most outrageous trend in home design? 
There are plenty of things that we have done. However, we never 
get tired of designing energy-efficient homes and some that are 
completely net-zero. Green homes have outrageous characteristics 
and features, and yet they are very practical and functional. I also 
think green is the way to the future. 

if just one element in any given room could be changed, what 
would have the most transformative impact on the overall look? 
Lighting can have a positive or negative effect. Imagine a painting 
in a museum lit by a flickering yellow florescent light. 

What design qualities do you admire most in a room? 
Balance and personality. Also a pop of punctuation, like a bold 
color or texture. A room that is daring is definitely my favorite.

What is the hottest color or color combo right now? 
Lately, I really like yellow and gray together in all tonal combina-
tions, but I see a lot of indigo and denim blues showing up in 
fashion and design trends.  

What room do you most enjoy making over? 
Rooms that I know will be appreciated every day like a kitchen or 
a master bathroom. It’s easiest to help a client see the vision for a 
room when they can picture themselves in their daily routine in the 
space, like drinking coffee, reading the paper, spending time with 
family. It makes it worthwhile to take design chances and splurge 
on materials for a room that will be seen and enjoyed every day.
 
Who or what provides the inspiration for your unique design sense? 
My education is in architecture, so I see and understand spaces 
on a grand scale. While on one hand I’m influenced by trends, art, 
family, and life, on the other hand I also get inspired by a project’s 
own story, natural surroundings, and the client’s personality. I look 
at design as a big-picture perspective. 

What new product or style is your current favorite? 
Wallpaper. At my design studio we love the solution wallpaper 
gives to a plain space, and we love to turn outdated ideas about 
wallpaper around in our client’s thoughts. Wallpaper now can be a 
rich texture, a hint of sparkle, or even resemble an abstract mural. It 
adds that extra layer.

What design rule do you love to break? 
Mixing metals. I love to mix silver and gold together. 

What style changes do you see on the horizon?
Architecturally: more practical, functional, and more sustainable 
spaces. In interior design: Less is more.

architect and designer rosa van Parys and her husband, 
Michael, also an architect, are a winning team. in a 

dual effort, the couple tackled the full restoration of a 
1920s estate. here, in the striking master bathroom, the 

intention to combine modern amenities while maintaining 
the home’s original integrity is executed beautifully 

by keeping the original lighting fixtures and adding a 
custom vanity and marble, ceramic, and cement tiles.

Rosa Van Parys  
Design director
Van Parys Architecture + Design, Westlake Village
vanparysarchitecture.com
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What room has proven the most popular to remodel so far this year? 
Remodel projects lately have been across the board, mainly the 
family room, kitchen, and master bath. We’ve also seen a huge 
trend toward outdoor living rooms with a covered patio and plenty 
of comfortable outdoor furniture. Clients want to work on the areas 
where they spend the most time to better enjoy their homes.

What new product or style is your current favorite? 
There are always so many new things in design, so it’s easy to find 
fresh new ideas or colors to express a feeling in a room. One of our 
favorite trends now is the mixing of metallic finishes in furnishings 
and fabrics. It signals the desire for a better economy and feelings 
of prosperity, which are all positive emotions.  

What do you consider to be passé in design?
We are not introducing dark, heavy, Tuscan-style furnishings in the 
golds, browns, and reds. Many of our clients are asking to transition 
away from that look as well.

if just one element in any given room could be changed, what 
would have the most transformative impact on the overall look?  
We have seen the most dramatic improvements made with window 
treatments. They camouflage a room’s flaws, create optical illusions 
with window sizes and heights, and add softness and texture.

What would you never do in one of your designs? 
Any design that does not actually function is outrageous. Form 
over function is never a good idea.

What is the hottest color or color combo right now?  
Many of our clients have been drawn to indigo blue lately, with 
various accompanying colors ranging from warm tones like 
paprika and taupe to cooler tones like gray. Since Marsala has 
been named the 2015 color of the year, we’ve seen some client 
interest in that as well.

What are your go-to paint colors? 
For that light Montecito look we like Dunn-Edwards Saltbox—a 
light, dry paint. For a bit more warmth we like Dunn-Edwards 
Bone for walls, and our favorite paint for trim and ceilings is 
Dunn-Edwards Cool December. 

What room do you most enjoy making over? 
When there is a space in a home that just isn’t used, or doesn’t 
function well, or isn’t comfortable, we love the challenge of 
translating a client’s lifestyle into comfortable functionality. 

Karen Shoener 
CID, president
Designs of the Interior, Westlake Village
interiordesignwestlake.com

adhering to Karen shoener’s functional design philosophy, this 
outdoor patio in Montecito is perfectly practical—not an inch of 

wasted space and simply stylish to boot. The wall of windows 
visually connects the inside to the outside with two sets of French 

doors to open when the weather’s sublime—which is often.
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What new product or style is your current favorite? 
Beautiful curvilinear products are always appealing to me. 
Graceful lines give a feeling of depth. 

What design qualities do you admire most in a room?
I admire a room that has classic lines, whatever the styles 
might be, contemporary or traditional. I always try to 
picture a design looking at it years from now—if it will look 
dated right away or it will have a lasting charm. 

What style changes do you see on the horizon?
I would like to see styles that actually affect our mood to 
feel good about life, not just to see beautiful surroundings 
but actually feel the mood of the room. Whatever style that 
might be, it should be something that can be described as 
inviting, welcoming, comfortable, evocative. 

What is the hottest color or color combo right now?
We’re going back into the warm rich tones, olive green 
being the more dominant color, mixing other rich tones 
like burgundies, plums, and oranges. This shade of green 
works well with practically everything. 

if you were reborn as a piece of furniture or a home 
accessory, what would it be?
I would be window treatments. I love the flow, and it 
finishes a room.

Who or what provides the inspiration for your unique 
design sense?
You have to have open eyes in your surroundings because 
inspiration comes in unexpected situations at any given 
moments. Nature can play a big part in coming up with 
shades and patterns. 

Genaro Lagdameo 
Director of design
Designs of the Interior, Westlake Village
interiordesignwestlake.com

White creates a clean canvas for 
combining elements of stainless 
steel, flashes of turquoise, warm 
wood touches, and classic lines 

in a Designs of the interior 
remodel in lake sherwood.
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