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Business Savvy Sustainability

In 2014, the State of California adopted Assembly Bill No. 1826, 
a mandatory commercial organics recycling law that took effect 
in 2016. “Organic waste” means food waste, green waste, 
landscape and pruning waste, nonhazardous wood waste,  
and food-soiled paper that is mixed in with food waste.

How this affects you: As of January 1, 2019 it is the law 
that businesses that generate four cubic yards of solid 
waste per week must recycle their organic waste. If this 
applies to you, or if you are unsure, please contact Sarah 
Stark at sstark@marborg.com or (805) 963-1852 if you 
are located in the cities of Goleta or Buellton, or contact 
Thomas Chiarodit at tchiarodi@cosbpw.net or  
(805) 882-3624 if you are located elsewhere in the 
County of Santa Barbara. 

In 2016, Senate Bill No. 1383 was signed into law to 
establish methane emissions reduction targets in a 
statewide effort to reduce emissions of short-lived 
climate pollutants (SLCP). The reduction of short-lived 
climate pollutants addresses several impacts of climate 
change on human health and the environment. 

SB 1383 establishes targets to achieve a 50% reduction 
in the level of the statewide disposal of organic waste 
from the 2014 level by 2020, and a 75% reduction by 
2025. Complying with AB 1826 (mentioned above) will 
help California meet these goals.

Lessismore.org is the ultimate waste reduction resource for residents of Santa Barbara County.  
Knowing what to reduce, reuse, and recycle can be tough. Let this website be your go-to guide  
whenever you have questions about what goes where and why.

When organic waste is 

trapped in landfills it 

releases methane, a very 

powerful greenhouse gas.

Questions? Call 805-963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com

AB 1826 – Commercial Organics Recycling

Reducing methane 
emissions improves the 

health of the  
environment and  
our communities.

SB 1383 - Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCP): 
Organic Waste Methane Emissions Reductions



MarBorg’s Business  
Customer Spotlight:
The Santa Barbara Museum  
of Natural History
The Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History (SBMNH) has been educating 
and inspiring curious patrons since its opening in 1916 as the Museum of 
Comparative Oology. While you may know SBMNH best for “Chad”, the iconic 
74-foot long Blue Whale skeleton that graces the entryway, the Museum itself 
is a force to reckon with when it comes to green business practices.  

In early 2020, SBMNH achieved certification as a California Green Business at 
the highest Innovator level, a nod to the Museum’s positive impact on both the 
local community and the planet. This effort was led by the Museum’s Director 
of Facilities, Kevin Genovese. To his delight upon reviewing the certification 
process, Kevin realized that many of the Museum’s programs and overall 
mission already aligned with California Green Business best practices. 

The Museum worked closely with the City of Santa Barbara as they embarked 
upon their green journey. The City conducted onsite water and trash audits 
which proved to be very beneficial. Reviewing water fixtures and adjusting 
irrigation settings resulted in substantial cost savings for SBMNH. The City 
also conducted educational training around trash and recycling for the 100+ 
employees of the Museum and its sister campus, Sea Center. Kevin describes 
this as “eye opening” for the staff – they learned a ton about waste reduction 
and how to properly recycle. 

Kevin reached out to the Museum’s vendors, like toilet paper suppliers, to ask 
them hard questions about their product’s recyclability and more. He wanted 
to ensure that suppliers weren’t “greenwashing” their messaging: conveying a 
false impression about how a company’s products are environmentally friendly. 
Kevin learned that the Museum Store’s paper bags are made of 50% post-
consumer recycled products with new bags being ordered now reaching 100% 
post-consumer recycled material; he was pleasantly surprised that the vendor 
already had a green mindset!

Initially, Kevin worried about staff pushback, but his coworkers were cooperative and eager to participate. In order to 
reduce dependency on single use items, 100+ employees bring their own cups and plates (or use provided compostable 
kitchenware) to staff meetings. Employees also add food scraps to an on-site compost pile used by the grounds staff. For 
private events, like weddings, the Museum works almost exclusively with Town & Country who provides rented dishware and 
other reusables. 

Transportation can be a particularly intimidating section of the Green Business certification checklist. Many people who work 
in Santa Barbara commute from surrounding areas, and the Museum is no exception. Luckily, SBMNH employees who utilize 
alternative transportation methods (carpool, bicycle, bus, train, etc.) are eligible to win a cash prize each month. The Museum 
even encourages carpooling for their employees, reducing local vehicle emissions.

Even members get to participate in the Museum’s green practices. In 2020, SBMNH began offering digital membership cards 
to reduce plastic and paper waste. This move alone prevents 12,000 plastic cards from circulating, along with thousands of 
sheets of paper and envelopes. Looking toward the future, SBMNH plans to expand their role as an Innovator by educating 
the public about human impacts on climate change. After all, it’s our actions that will shape the future for the “Chads” and 
other creatures big and small. For more information about the Green Business Program of Santa Barbara County, please visit 
www.GreenBizSBC.org.

For more information visit  
www.mysbnature.org



What is recyclable?
All items must be empty, clean and dry

Glass

OK to put in NOT OK to put in
• Empty Beverage Bottles  

with Caps On
• Buckets
• Large Plastic Tubs
• Empty Laundry Detergent Bottles
• Plastic Flower Pots & Trays
• Plastic Toys
• Rigid Plastic Greater Than 6”

OK to put in NOT OK to put in
• Paper Bags
• Non Waxed Cardboard
• Cereal Boxes & Paperboard
• Computer & Office Paper
• Envelopes
• Junk Mail
• Newspaper
• Packing or Kraft Paper
• Phonebooks

• Paper Food & Beverage Containers
• Milk Cartons, Tetrapack or  

Aseptic Containers
• Pizza Boxes
• Waxed Cardboard

OK to put in
• Aluminum Cans
• Aluminum Foil & Trays
• Caps & Lids From Bottles,  

Jars & Steel Cans
• Empty Paint Cans
• Empty Spray Cans
• Scrap Metal & Metal Parts

• Bottles
• Jars

OK to put in

• Kitchen Glassware and  
Other Tempered Glass

• Window Glass

NOT OK to put in

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR RECYCLING CAPABILITIES  

PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE AT 805-963-1852 OR VISIT US AT www.marborg.com/recycle

RECYCLING COLLECTION

• Styrofoam
• Plastic Bags & Film Plastic
• Saran Wrap, Pallet Wrap
• Food Bags & Wrappers
• Flexible Plastic Wrapping
• Plastic Labeled Compostable or  

Biodegradable
• Yogurt Cups
• Clear Plastic Produce or  

Food Containers
• Plastic Straws, Cups & Utensils

Plastic

Paper & 
Cardboard

Metal



Safely Dispose of Batteries
For businesses, drop-off locations are readily available for proper 
battery disposal. Batteries are considered hazardous waste and are 
NOT acceptable in trash or recycling containers. Batteries must be 
recycled separately from other materials inside your recycling bin.

When used in ideal conditions, batteries are not considered to be dangerous. However, batteries contain 
hazardous acid and emit flammable gases, so they must be handled with care. Lithium batteries are commonly 
used to power items like smartphones, watches, fitness trackers, toothbrushes, and toys. These powerful 
batteries are especially dangerous for waste haulers because they are easily damaged and can spark fires. The 
simple jostling of a battery inside a collection truck is enough to ignite a flame. In a truck or facility full of paper, 
cardboard, and other flammable materials, any fire can be deadly, so please dispose of all batteries properly.

• Businesses may drop off rechargeable, non-rechargeable, and automotive batteries for a fee at 
MarBorg’s recycling centers (132 Nopalitos Way in Santa Barbara and 20 David Love Place in Goleta).

• Please tape the ends of rechargeable batteries to limit the risk of fire.
• Stores that sell rechargeable batteries are required by law to accept used rechargeable batteries.

Dangers of Improper Disposal

Battery Drop Off Locations
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Reducing Waste Makes Good Business Sense.

Visit us on Facebook

Questions? Call 805-963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com


