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Please join us for our March Speaker… 
 

How Foreign Policy 
Really Works: Diplomats’ 

Tricks of the Trade 
 

Hugh Neighbour spent four fascinating decades 
working around the globe as a U.S. diplomat and 
as a naval officer.  Examine how diplomacy 
actually works in the real world.  The talk will be 
followed by open discussion and a lively Q & A. 
 
Our Speaker: During his long career, Hugh Neighbour 
specialized in political and economic affairs, working on 
multilateral issues, including both arms control and 
human rights.  Hugh's final diplomatic post was as Chief Arms Control Delegate for the U.S. at the OSCE 
in Vienna, responsible for conventional arms control across Europe, Central Asia, and North America.  
He was assigned to Germany when the Berlin Wall fell and Germany unified, to Bolivia when an 
uprising cut off food supplies for weeks, to Panama as General Noriega stole an election, and to 
Australia when the ANZUS treaty was fundamentally altered.  He was stationed in London during the 
height of the Cold War, in Stockholm when non-aligned Sweden helped NATO intervene in Bosnia, and 
in the Fiji Islands where he ran U.S. relations with 8 island countries and territories.  He was awarded 
the Secretary of State's Career Achievement Award.  Prior to this, Hugh was a bridge watch officer in 
the U.S. Navy.  After service at sea on a missile cruiser, he served ashore in the Middle East.  He is a 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy (Annapolis), the University of Southern California, and the National 
War College.  Since leaving the U.S. diplomatic service in late 2010, Hugh has traveled widely, worked 
as a consultant in Washington and in the Caribbean, been an official election observer in several ex-
Communist countries, taught courses connecting history and culture to current politics and economics, 
and lectured aboard high-end cruise ships.  Hugh never tires of travel and meeting people -- he's been 
to ~170 countries -- and loves giving talks and lectures.  Having specialized in political and economic 
affairs, he often links history, trade, and culture to explain our present day world. 
 
When:  Saturday, March 14, 2020.  Doors open at 2:30 pm, program begins at 3pm.  
**Note this is the 2nd Saturday (not our usual 3rd Saturday) of the month** 
Where:   Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara.  
Please park at Veronica Springs Church and take the shuttle to Valle Verde (handicapped parking 
only at Valle Verde) 
Note: There will not be a formal dinner at Valle Verde this month; however, wine & small bites will be 
available in the meeting room after the talk. 
For More Info: Call 805-769-4772   
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U.S. Foreign Service Officer (Retired) and 
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Our February Speaker: 
The Translations Project, Secular Rescue, 

and De-Conversion from Evangelical 
Christianity – Melissa Krawczyk, Director of 

the Translations Project 2/15/20 
By Robert Bernstein 

Melissa Krawczyk grew up as a Young Earth 
Creationist near Pittsburgh, PA.  She had a happy 
childhood and she was not isolated.  She had 
friends who practices other religions. 

She attended public school.  She was told to 
learn what she needed to learn at school but that 
at home they would tell her what was "right" 
including the "truth" about carbon dating and 
the age of the Earth.  

When her parents separated she started 
checking out other churches.  She eventually 
became fundamentalist Christian, unlike her 
parents.  

She went to Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
(RPI) which is a highly respected engineering 
school in Troy, New York.  She was a 
Materials Engineering major.   She wanted to be 

an astronaut.  She and her family liked science 
but she learned that some scientists were 
"misled" by the Devil. 

When she was at RPI most of her friends were 
members of the Rensselaer Christian 
Association so she never had cause to question 
her evangelical beliefs.  She joined a Baptist 
church that was extremely conservative.  They 
did outreach to the engineering students to 
make them feel that they had a home away from 
home.  This gave her further indoctrination into 
"creation science".   

[Note that during dinner, Melissa cautioned our 
table not to assume that people who believe in 
god are “stupid”.  Clearly, she stated, as an 
engineering graduate of RPI with two Masters 
degrees, who can translate English into Arabic, 
she is not “stupid”, yet, for many years, she was 
able to compartmentalize these two aspects of 
herself: scientific critical thinking and 
knowledge in one compartment and the world 
of beliefs taught throughout her youth in 
another, separate, compartment.  This 
observation led to a dinner conversation of the 
best way to approach “de-compartmentalizing 
believers” and the value of the technique of 
“street epistemology,” such as is admirably 
demonstrated by Anthony Magnabosco. For 
information on street epistemology check out 
his talk to the American Atheists 2018 National 
Convention– ed.] 

 It wasn't until after Melissa graduated that she 
was encouraged to question these beliefs.  She 
started dating Tom, who is now her husband.  
He had been raised without religion and he 
loved the elegance of evolution and conveyed 
this beauty to her.  

She would argue with him, but she realized she 
knew little about evolution.  She found a book 
Finding Darwin's God by Kenneth Miller who 
was both a biologist and a practicing Catholic.  
This book provided her the option of believing 
in evolution while still believing in God.  

Melissa Krawczyk. Photo by Robert Bernstein. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OiYNcdv0B0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OiYNcdv0B0
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She went on to read the book Godless by Dan 
Barker (Dan has spoken to the Humanist Society 
and performed some of his hilariously clever 
music here as well).  Dan was a former Christian 
fundamentalist minister who had a religious 
upbringing similar to Melissa's.  She realized 
that everything she ever believed was a lie.  This 
made for a miserable Christmas holiday season!  

Rachel Held Evans lived in Dayton, Tennessee, 
the site of the infamous Scopes "Monkey Trial".  
She wrote a book, Evolving in Monkey Town, 
about her journey from religious certainty to a 

faith that accepts doubt and questioning.  She 
also had a blog where people could ask 
questions.  This blog exposed Melissa to new 
ideas as well as making her aware for the first 
time that it was possible to ask challenging 
questions regarding faith. 

Prior to her de-conversion, Melissa often 
ridiculed Richard Dawkins by repeating the 
claims that he was obnoxious and 
arrogant.  Tom suggested she read one of his 
books and decide for herself.  Melissa realized 
when she read his book The God Delusion that "I 
am an atheist!" 

She wanted to tell everyone.  Tom suggested she 
take it slow in "coming out".  Yet, when you hide 
what you believe it affects everything: politics, 
charitable giving, social interactions.  She was 
afraid of losing friends and business. 

Melissa came out to her sister after her sister 
reminded her about "Bring Your Bible 
to School Day" in a group text.  Melissa told her 
sister that she no longer believes those things.  
Her sister was devastated.  

Her sister said she would always love her and 
she was sad that she would never see Melissa in 
heaven. Melissa didn't tell anyone else for a 
while.  

She poked around looking for non-religious 
organizations.  She didn't know about them yet. 
She learned about the CSICon 2016 convention 
in Las Vegas where Dawkins and physicist 
Lawrence Krauss would be speaking.  Tom was 
a big fan.  They spent a nerdy vacation there. 

 Melissa saw Richard Dawkins in the buffet line 
and rushed over to shake his hand.  She thanked 
him for writing The God Delusion which showed 
her that she was an atheist.  He sat with her and 
wanted to know how she stopped being a 
Christian.  He went on to suggest that she write 
her own book! 

She has postponed working on that book for 
now.  She has thousands of surveys of people 
who left their faith.  She lives in Southern 
California now where it is fairly easy to be a non-
believer.  A few members of Tom's family cut 
them off, but mostly the family has accepted 
them. 

She has come to learn how difficult it is for other 
people around the world who want to leave 
their religion… especially for Muslims.  Melissa 
had studied Arabic for 15 years and was very 
familiar with Islam. 

She had never heard of anyone leaving Islam.  
She had no idea how bad it was; way worse than 
what she faced.  Although her situation was not 
easy for the first years, people who leave Islam 
can be threatened with execution. 
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She found out about the organization, Secular 
Rescue, which is a project of the Center for 
Inquiry (CFI).  Matt Cravatta is director of 
Secular Rescue; Melissa works with him.  Their 
new web site is https://secular-rescue.org/.  
According to the website, “Secular Rescue is a 
program of the Center for Inquiry designed to 
provide emergency assistance to writers, 
bloggers, publishers, and activists who face 
threats due to their beliefs or expressions 
regarding religion.” 

Melissa told the story of a Muslim who lost their 
job because they weren't praying.  A man was 
sneaking food during Ramadan and his father 
beat him.  A professor in Somalibutba wanted to 
deal with the drought with science instead of 
religion.  He was put in jail.  Some people are 
chased from country to country.  There are 
networks of abuse beyond even governments. 

Melissa said that people argue that it is not 
actually in Islam to kill apostates, but Surah 4, 
Verse 89 of the Koran does say, "If they turn 
back then take them and kill them wherever ye 
find them."  The Koran is derived from the Old 
Testament that makes a similar statement in 
Deuteronomy 13:6 through 13:10. 

Whether or not the Koran calls for killing 
apostates, it is the law of many Muslim countries 
to do so.  There are only a few documented cases 
of such executions in recent years, but it does 
not take many executions to terrorize people 
into keeping their non-belief a secret. 

Unfortunately, there are very few countries now 
that will take in refugees of religious 
persecution.  Secular Rescue cannot magically 
rescue anyone.  It is almost impossible for 
people from such oppressive countries to get a 
visa to relocate to a safe Western country. 

Side note: My own wife is a permanent resident 
of the U.S. but since she has a "Third World" 
passport it is difficult for her to get even a tourist 
visa for many Western countries and there is 

almost no way she would get a visa to 
relocate.  Most Americans have no idea how 
hard it is for most people around the world to 
relocate anywhere.  

Secular Rescue can offer some help.  They can 
write a letter of support for someone who is 
seeking asylum.  That process can take 3-6 years 
if it is approved at all.  They can offer funds for 
protection or to relocate an individual if able to 
do so. 

In Palestine a man told his wife that he no longer 
believed.  She told her father who destroyed the 
man's pharmacy.  They ran him out of town and 
he lost access to his children.  Secular Rescue 
allowed a happy ending in this case.  They got 
him to another country and he is working 
toward getting his kids back.  Often people in 
this situation benefit just from knowing that 
someone cares.  

The goal is to help (often panicked) people think 
through what they need to do to be safe and 
encourage them to explore all options.  They 
may just need to relocate within their city or 
country.  Their employer may be able to transfer 
them.  Students may be able to apply to be a 
student in another country.  Asylum requests 
should be the last resort now since they are so 
rarely granted. 

A typical rescue case is given about $2500 in 
assistance.  Approximately one hundred people 
received assistance from Secular Rescue last 
year and about 1/3 of them were financially 
assisted.  

 

https://secular-rescue.org/
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Melissa also talked about the Translations 
Project, which is another CFI undertaking.  The 
idea is to translate books such as The God 
Delusion, The Greatest 
Show on Earth and 
The Blind 
Watchmaker into 
Arabic, Farsi, Urdu 
and Indonesian.  
Dawkins is giving 
away these books for 
free in these 
languages.  

PDF versions are 
most popular. There 
were 12,000 
downloads just last 
year, mostly through 
word of mouth via 
Twitter.  In some 
cases new words 
have to be created as 
certain concepts don't even exist in the 
language!  The translators really have to 
understand the material and both languages.  
There is a lot of back and forth with the editor 
finding the best way to express some of the 
concepts in the books. 

Dawkins was inspired to do this by an unofficial 
translation of The God Delusion that had 12 
million downloads!  Dawkins worked with that 
translator to improve it.  Their web 
site https://translationsproject.org/ is 
designed to be subtle enough to slip by the 
censors in oppressive countries. 

The web site Secular Jihadists for a Muslim 
Enlightenment (SJME) offers podcasts for 
free at https://www.secularjihadists.com/.  
People in oppressive countries can use a VPN to 
get around some of the censorship [Note that, 
Armin Navabi, the co-leader of SJME, is 
scheduled to be our May speaker]. 

These projects definitely need support.  Secular 
Rescue can always use money and creative 
suggestions for resources that can assist a 
threatened atheist activist in a dangerous 
situation. 

Thanks to Melissa for sharing her story and for 
all of her valuable work.  Please go to the Secular 
Rescue and Translations Project web sites to 
support their work. 

For more information on the stories of people 
assisted by Secular Rescue read Dave Robson’s 
January 2018 article in The Atlantic. 

Are We a Christian Nation? 
Submitted by Dave Flattery 

1. Thomas 
Jefferson 
(1802): “I 
contemplate 
with sovereign 
reverence: 
‘Congress shall 
make no law 
respecting an 
establishment of 
religion, or 
prohibiting the 
free exercise 

thereof;’ thus 
building a wall 
of separation 
between 
church and 
state.” 

2. James Madison (1819): “Both society and 
religion benefit from the total separation of 
the church from the state.” 

3. Ulysses S. Grant (1876): “Keep the church 
and state forever separate.” 

4. John F. Kennedy (1960): “I believe in an 
America where the separation of church and 
state is absolute.” 

5. Richard Nixon (1960): “The separation of 
church and state is not subject to discussion 
or alteration.” 

Melissa Krawczyk outside 
Valle Verde Theater. Photo 

by Robert Bernstein. 

https://translationsproject.org/
https://www.secularjihadists.com/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/01/the-underground-railroad-to-save-atheists/550229/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/01/the-underground-railroad-to-save-atheists/550229/
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6. Jimmy Carter 
(1977): “I 
believe in the 
separation of 
church and 
state.” 

7. Ronald 
Reagan 
(1984): “We 
establish no 
religion in 
this country, 
church and 
state are, and 
must remain separate.” 

8. Jeff Sessions (2018): “The principle of 
separation of church and state is a recent 
thing that is ahistorical and 
unconstitutional—an extra constitutional 
doctrine.” 
[Excerpted from Bolton, Brian. “The United States Is Not 
a Christian Nation.  It Never Has Been, and It Never Will 
Be”. Free Inquiry, Dec19/Jan20 Vol 40 Number 1 pp 21. 
Cartoons from Christianpost.com] 

  
Modeling the COVID-19 Outbreak  

 Dave Flattery 2-15-2020 
 

HSSB member, Dave Flattery, (who has 
described his favorite hobby as ‘math’), 
presented his work modelling the progression 
of the COVID-19 outbreak.  He used a modified 
logistics function in the model.  This logistics 
function has successfully modelled past 
outbreaks of other corona viruses such as SARS 
and MERS and was a logical choice to try to fit 
the case data of this new corona virus.   Models 
are useful as they can offer insight or predictions 
into what’s happening: Are things likely to get  
better or worse, and when?  How many people 
are likely to get sick? How many will die?  Dave 
commented, however, that “All models are 
wrong, AND some are useful.”   
 
The data fit the model well for the laboratory-
diagnosed (LD) cases.  The sudden addition of 
13,000 cases on 2-12-2020 by the Hubei 

government, when they changed the definition 
of a case to also include ‘clinically-diagnosed’ 
(CD) cases, created a huge discontinuity in the 
data so the model was limited to the laboratory-
diagnosed cases.  Here is the overall model 
presented at the meeting: 

The fatality rate was also modeled by two 
techniques.  The ‘lag time’ model compared 
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fatalities on a given day vs. the total number of 
cases which were known 0 to 7 days prior and 
looked for convergence.   
 
The second technique was to use the logistic 
models to estimate a total case number and a 
total death number at the end of the outbreak.  
At the time, the lag time estimate was 4-5% and 
the logistic estimate was 4.5%. 
 
The other inferences drawn at the meeting were 
that the data were very consistent with a single 
outbreak.  The Diamond Princess Cruise ship is 
clearly a second outbreak but the numbers were 
so small compared to the China outbreak that it 
did not need to be included in the model.  The 
model predicted that CD cases for the China 
outbreak would end up at 55-60,000 and 99% of 
the total would be reached by about 2-24-2020. 
 

COVID-19 Updates – 2-27-2020 
There are clearly multiple outbreaks now 
(China, Korea, Italy, Diamond Princess, Iran) so 
the model was expanded to include these 
outbreaks.  China is so large compared to the 
others that it still dominates the numbers but 
the case growth outside of China is now larger 
than the case growth within China.  Note that in 
the Four Outbreak Model graph below, the left-
side Y-axis is for China cases and the right side 
Y-axis, with a much smaller scale, is for the other 
outbreaks. 

 
China appears to be progressing as predicted by 
the model presented on 2-15-2020 with daily 

cases declining in a way that is very consistent 
with the outbreak being brought under control.   
 
The Diamond Princess outbreak is also near the 
end of its course with about 20% of the 
occupants of that vessel being afflicted with the 
virus.  The outbreak in Iran is not modeled 
because of irregularities in the data as provided 
by the central and regional agencies in Iran.  
Based on the fatalities, it is likely there are 
significantly more cases than are being reported 
in Iran. 

 
The estimates for the fatality rate have 
increased since the meeting.  The L₀ 
(deaths/cases) is now 4% for laboratory 
diagnosed cases.  The lag time estimates are 
converging from 4.0 to 5.5%.  If we only consider 
the cases that have an outcome today (those for 
which the patient has already either recovered 
or died), the fatality rate is 9%.  In general, the 
4% is a minimum (which implicitly assumes all 
current cases recover) and the 9% is likely a 
maximum.   
 
The overall logistic model estimates ~6.5% 
fatality rate.  Based on all of these numbers, 

Dave Flattery describing the fit of the Logistics 
model to COVID-19 outbreak. Photo by Robert 

Bernstein. 
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Dave expects the final fatality rate will be 
between 5-7%. 
 
Based on the proliferation of outbreaks in the 
last 12 days, it would appear that there is a 
significant chance that the virus will spread to 
other countries leading to local outbreaks and 
persistence of the crisis for some months to 
come. 

 

Meeting of Minds  
Researchers & Writers Still Needed 

Meredith McMinn is looking for volunteers to 
create our own version of a MOM script using a 
new set of historical figures.  She is looking for 
suggestions on which figures to include, 
volunteers to research these figures, and assist 
with the script.  Our tentative goal is to have this 
new production ready for late fall.  If you are 
interested please send your nameyou’re your 
suggestions to Meredith c/o Nan Cisney 
(cisneynan@gmail.com). 

 
Race, Spirituality, and Secularism  

Free Event at UCSB – March 3rd 
Dr. Juhem Navarro-Rivera, Political Research 
Director at Socioanalitica Research will join 
Assistant Professor, Joseph Blankholm at UCSB 
in a discussion of the intersections of race, 
religion, and politics in the United States.  This 
free event will be held Tuesday March 3rd from 

6:00-8:00 pm in the Multi-Cultural Center 
Lounge on the UCSB Campus.  

  
Dr.  Navarro-Rivera is also co-chair of the Latinx 
Humanist Alliance, serves on the board of 
directors of the American Humanist Association, 
and is a Senior Fellow at the Institute for 
Humanist Studies.  Joe Blankholm, a past 
speaker at HSSB, studies atheism and 
secularism.  This should be a fascinating 
discussion.  More information can be found 
here.  

Don’t Sanctify Nukes 
Submitted by Nan Cisney 

“The Russian Orthodox Church wants its priests 
to quit blessing nuclear bombs.  Priests in Russia 
have long splashed holy water on arms, but in 
recent years critics have argued that it is 
inappropriate to sanctify weapons of mass 
destruction that will kill indiscriminately.  A 
church commission was set up to look into the 
practice, and it recommended [in February] that 
clerics stop blessing nukes and instead focus on 
seeking divine protection for soldiers.  Under 
President Vladimir Putin, the church has 
become an important arm of the state and has a 
close relationship with the military.  The armed 
forces are currently building their own 
cathedral in a military park outside Moscow; it 
will be one of the tallest Russian Orthodox 
churches in the world. [Reprinted from The 
Week, Feb 14, 2020] 
  

UCSB Asst. Professor Dr. Joseph Blankholm and Dr. 
Juhem Navarro-Rivera 

mailto:cisneynan@gmail.com
https://events.ucsb.edu/event/race-spirituality-and-secularism/


   
The HSSB Secular Circular – March 2020 

9 

Non HSSB Events of Interest 
 
Upcoming Events in California:  

 March 5: David Wallace-Wells: Surviving the 
World: Making the Best of a Burdened Planet. The 
New Vic Theater. David Wallace-Wells 

 March 9: Brian Greene: Until the End of Time: 
Mind, Matter and Our Search for Meaning in an 
Evolving Universe. Granada Theater. Brian 
Greene 

 March 10: Anthropocene: The Human Epoch.  A 
film by Baichwal, de Pencier and 
Burtynsky.  Q&A with filmmaker Jennifer 
Baichwal follows the screening.  UCSB Arts & 
Lectures event.  Pollock Theater, UCSB. 
Anthropocene: The Human Epoch 

 March 15: Eddie Tabash: Why Atheism is True: 
Philosophy and Science Point to Naturalism.  CFI  
West, Los Angeles. Eddie Tabash 

 March 31: Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE: Gombe: 60 
Years of Discovery. Arlington Theater. Jane 
Goodall 

 April 5: Bryan Stevenson: American Injustice: 
Mercy, Humanity and Making a Difference. 
Granada Theater. Bryan Stevenson 

 April 13: Kandi White: Environmental Justice and 
Indigenous Communities. Campbell Hall, UCSB. 
Kandi White 

 April 22: Jane Lubchenco: From a Rude 
Awakening to a Bold New Vision: The Path from a 
Disastrous Oil Spill to a Sustainable 
Future.  Campbell Hall, UCSB. Jane Lubchencho 

 April 26: Yvon Chouinard: Protecting Public 
Land. Granada Theater. Yvon Chouinard 

 April 29: Naomi Klein: The Case for a New Green 
Deal.  Granada Theater. Naomi Klein 

 June 7: SkeptiCal 2020: The Northern California 
conference on science and skepticism.  Berkeley. 
SkeptiCal 2020 

 
Upcoming Events Outside of California:  

 April 9-12, 2020: American Atheists 2020 
National Convention. Speakers TBA. Phoenix, 
AZ. https://convention.atheists.org 

 
 

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net 

Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@frontier.com 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, David Echols, Mary Wilk, Nan 

Cisney, Clover Brodhead Gowing  

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 
midnight, the last day of each month. Our web site, 
www.SBHumanists.org, archives current and past 
issues of the Secular Circular.   

 
HSSB Speaker meetings are usually held on the 3rd 
Saturday of each month at 3:00 pm, in the Theater Room 
at Valle Verde, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa 
Barbara. At meetings, a donation of $2 from members 
and $5 from non-members is appreciated. First-time 
visitors and students with ID are welcome on a 
complimentary basis. June and December social events 
are held elsewhere. 
 

Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service 805 

679-3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949 

Veronica Springs Rd., Santa Barbara.  Please don’t park 
at Valle Verde unless you have a handicapped 
parking placard. 
 
Annual HSSB membership dues: $36 for an individual, 
$60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, and $300 
(or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members may 
subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an annual 
fee of $20. E-mail copies provided to members and 
interested non-members at no charge.   
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a 
check for your membership dues to Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara, to Mary Wilk, 4384 Via Presada, Santa 
Barbara, CA  93111. For further membership information 
contact Mary Wilk at mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772. 
 
Like our page on Facebook. Join our Facebook Group.                               

 
 

https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4305
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4298
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4298
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4322
https://cfiwest.org/event/eddie-tabash-why-atheism-is-true-philosophy-and-science-point-to-naturalism/
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4300
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4300
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4213
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4312
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4307
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4314
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4310
http://www.skepticalcon.com/
https://convention.atheists.org/
mailto:djkrohn@cox.net
mailto:nfaught@frontier.com
http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

 

HSSB Calendar 
 

Tuesday March 10: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  Dinner 
provided by Clover Brodhead Gowing.  
Saturday March 14: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm.  Speaker: Hugh Neighbour, Smithsonian Lecturer & former 
U.S. diplomat. How Foreign Policy Really Works: Diplomats’ Tricks of the Trade. Location: Valle Verde 
Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. **Note this is the 2nd Saturday (not our usual 3rd 
Saturday) of the month** 
Tuesday April 14: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  Dinner 
provided by Neal Faught. 
Saturday April 18: Speaker: State Senator Hannah Beth Jackson.  2020 Election & Coastal Development 
Issues.  Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara.  
Tuesday May 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  Dinner 
provided by Judy Flattery. 
Saturday May 16: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm.  Speaker: Armin Navabi, founder of Atheist Republic and co-
host of Secular Jihadists for Muslim Enlightenment podcast.  After Religion, Now What? Enlightenment 
Values.  Location: TBD 
 
 
 


