
   

 
 

 
 

Join Us for the November  Speaker Meeting at Valle 
Verde: 
 

Humorous Aspects of Aging  
Barbara Greenleaf  

Santa Barbara Author & Humorist 
 
'People can tell you 60 is the new 40 all day, but I don't notice 
any 40-year-olds rushing to change places with us. People 
also keep urging us to retire with Passion! Purpose! Pep! 
That's fine, but I say let's take time to lighten up as well. As 
George Bernard Shaw wrote, 'You don't stop laughing when 
you grow old; you grow old when you stop laughing.'" 
                                                               - Barbara Greenleaf 
 

Our Speaker: After 

graduating from Vassar 
College, Barbara 
Greenleaf worked at The 
New York Times and has 
written the award-
winning American Fever: The Story of American Immigration; Children 
through the Ages: A History of Childhood; Help: A Handbook for 
Working Mothers; and several young adult novels.    A resident of Santa 
Barbara, Ms. Greenleaf also writes a free bi-weekly blog, 

https://www.parentsofgrownoffspring.com/ that deals with issues that 

arise in today's adult families. 

 
When:  Saturday, November 16, 2019 
Where:  Valle Verde. 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara, CA. 
Parking: Please park at Veronica Springs Church, 949 Veronica 
Springs Road.  Free shuttle to and from meeting.  
No parking at Valle Verde (except for bicycle & handicapped 
parking).  
Shuttle driver has a dedicated cellphone: 805-679-3660   

Time:  Doors open at 2:30 pm. Program begins promptly at 3:00 pm, Optional Dinner at 5:00pm 
Meeting Donation:  $2 members, $5 non-members.  Students with ID are free.   
========================================================================== 
After Meeting Dinner: Join us for dinner at Valle Verde, for a plated dinner, $20 special per person.  The 
dinner includes wine, salad, vegetable and chef’s choice of entrée, to be announced soon.  We are required 
to provide a firm committed count for dinner, therefore please RSVP to Nan Cisney at 
cisneynan@gmail.com by noon Wednesday November 13 with your main course selection (and if 
you reserve, please be sure to pay or replace yourself if you cannot attend).  
Parking lot shuttle also available after dinner.  For More Info: Call 805-769-4772 

 

Newsletter of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
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Barbara Greenleaf  
Source: ParentsofGrownOffspring.com  

https://www.parentsofgrownoffspring.com/
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The President’s Column 
By Judy Flattery 

Photo Opp with Richard Dawkins.  Emeritus 

fellow of New College, Oxford, ethologist, author, 

and evolutionary biologist, Richard Dawkins 

appeared at the Alex Theater in Glendale on 

Sunday October 20.  My husband Dave & I went to 

the event along with Vincent Freeman of the Santa 

Barbara Science Salon group.   

 
My favorite part of the program was when 

Dawkins, in his very proper British accent, read 

samples of the hate mail he receives, mostly from 

anti-evolution fundamentalist Christians.  The stark 

contrast between the creatively vile hatred 

expressed in Dawkins’ mail and “good Christian 

values” had the atheist audience thoroughly 

entertained.  You, too, can enjoy hearing Dawkins 

read his hate mail in the following YouTube videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZuowNcuGsc; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW7607YiBso 
 
I shared two recent Secular Circulars with 
Dawkins and told him that HSSB appreciated the 
work his TIES group was doing and that 
Torrance master teacher Nikki Chambers was 
an excellent speaker at our September meeting.   
 
Vincent & I are also both patrons of the “Secular 
Jihadists for Muslim Enlightenment” podcast 

(www.secularjihadists. Check it out!). Dawkins 
agreed to this photo based on his support of that 
work.  Secular Jihadists is lead by Ali Rizvi (HSSB 
speaker April 2017) and Armin Navabi, “two ex-
Muslims trying to spread atheism, secularism 
and enlightenment values in the Islamic 
world.”  I forwarded the photo to Armin & Ali 
who were both very happy to receive it.  Armin 
may be a speaker for us in 2020.  Stay tuned!! 
 
Uzbek Hotel Room.   As you may know, my 

husband Dave & I traveled to Central Asia last 

month and visited several of the Muslim-majority 

‘stan countries (So many beautiful & bewildering 

mosques!).  We 

arrived in Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan and 

spent our first night 

in this hotel room.  

As an interior 

designer, I am 

naturally curious 

about the decor in 

hotel rooms around 

the world and was 

puzzled about a spot 

on the ceiling over 

the desk.  Upon 

closer inspection it appeared to be a sticker with a 

drawing of the Kaaba alongside an arrow pointing 

toward the Great Mosque of Mecca!   

This assists travelers in facing the correct direction 

when they pray.  We did not see any Gideon Bibles 

on our trip (I 

sometimes leave 

little cautionary 

notes in hotel 

room Gideon 

Bibles); instead 

we saw plenty of 

stickers on 

ceilings and in 

desk drawers, 

pointing the 

faithful towards 

Mecca. Richard Dawkins, Vincent Freeman & Judy Flattery  
Photo by David Flattery.  

Kaaba is This Way!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZuowNcuGsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW7607YiBso
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October HSSB Presentation: 
Space ROCKS!  A Brief Tour of the Minor 

Bodies Cluttering Our Solar System 
Joey Chatelain, Las Cumbres Observatory, Goleta 

 
By Robert Bernstein 

[Note: All of the slides in Dr. Chatelain’s presentation, 
including the figures in this article, can be found at the 
following link.  Figure details are easier to see on-line–ed.] 
http://swt.org/hssb/2019-1019-chatelain-
lascumbres/slides 

On 10/19/19, Joey Chatelain spoke to the 
Humanist Society about "Minor Bodies" in our 
solar system. "Minor Body" is a vague term used 
by astronomers to refer to objects smaller than 
a planet but larger than dust! 
 
Chatelain is a postdoctoral researcher at Las 
Cumbres Observatory. Las Cumbres 
Observatory (LCO) is a global robotic telescope 

network.  LCO has telescopes all over the world, 
so the night sky can be observed 24/7.  Their 
world headquarters is here in Goleta where they 
run their operations and maintain a prototype 
telescope.  
 
Chatelain showed some common subtypes of 
Minor Bodies (slide 3):  

Artificial Satellites can sometimes be mistaken 
for potentially dangerous asteroids since they 
are so close to Earth.  This includes secret 
government satellites which are occasionally 
discovered and reported by astronomers who 
think they are natural.  When this happens, the 
astronomers will typically receive an email 
informing them that the object is "not of 
interest" and should be ignored. 
 
TNOs are Trans-Neptunian Objects.  They are 
past Neptune and are big balls of ice like Pluto.  
If Pluto were to come close to Earth's orbit it 
would look and act like a giant comet! 

 

Dr. Joey Chatelain. Photo by Robert Bernstein.  

Vesta 

http://swt.org/hssb/2019-1019-chatelain-lascumbres/slides
http://swt.org/hssb/2019-1019-chatelain-lascumbres/slides
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Asteroids can usually be thought of as roundish 
mountains in space.  They vary from a couple of 
meters up to a thousand kilometers or so across.  
Here is a Dawn spacecraft image of 4 Vesta 
1807FA (commonly just called "Vesta" – slide 
16).  
 
The Dawn Spacecraft went on to stop at the 
asteroid, Ceres.  This is very unusual for a space 
mission.  Before Dawn, typical space missions 
either flew by a target once or entered orbit and 
then stayed there indefinitely.  This is because it 
takes a lot of fuel to slow down enough to enter 
orbit, and even more to leave orbit once you 
have arrived. 
 
Chatelain offered a brief summary of naming 
conventions in this diagram (slide 7):  

The provisional designation contains the year it 
was discovered followed by letters and numbers 
based on the half month it was discovered in and 
the order of discovery.  An object might be 
"discovered" multiple times and have multiple 
provisional designations. 
 
If an object has a well-defined orbit, it will get 
the next number in an ongoing sequence. The 
International Astronomical Union (IAU) can also 
give a name, often classical in nature.  The 
discoverer can suggest a name, but there are 
guidelines they usually have to follow. 
 
The Minor Planet Center (MPC) is currently 
tracking about 785,000 objects. Most of these 
discovered since 2000 (slide 8). 
 

Astronomers discover new asteroids by taking 
many images of the sky over many hours or 
days.  These images can be compared to each 
other and asteroids can be detected because 
they appear to move across the field with 
respect to the background stars. 
 
H designates the "magnitude" of an object in the 
Solar System. It is a logarithmic scale where a 
higher number means a dimmer object.  A 
magnitude 1 object is exactly 100 times brighter 
than a magnitude 6 object.  It depends on how 
reflective the object is and how big it is. 
 
Vesta is 3.2 in magnitude.  Vesta is 525km in 
diameter.  It is 0.004 the mass of the Moon. Its 
albedo (reflectiveness) is 0.422.  Yet this small 
object contains 12% of the mass of the entire 
"Main Belt" of asteroids!  Ceres is the largest 
object in the Main Belt at 939km across. 
 
Unlike in the Star Wars and other science fiction 
movies, there is not that much stuff in the 
Asteroid Belt.  If you were flying through it in a 
spacecraft you would not be dodging rocks! 
 
About 100 tons of stuff hits the Earth's 
atmosphere each day, but most of it burns up 
before it hits the surface.  Most of this material 
is actually dust, but some of it can be seen as 
meteors. 
 

Names 
1.) Object discovered: Provisional Designation based 

on date/order of discovery (1907 XM/1989 CG2) 

2.) Orbit is well defined:  Proper designation based on 
order of orbit determination (624/4063) 

3.) IAU decides to name object:   Name chosen, often 
classical in nature.  They were originally Roman 
goddesses and heroines.   Suggestions from the 
discoverer are usually considered. (624 
Hektor/4063 Euforbo) 

              Total  
    
               Numbered  
   
               Named 

Date  
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Whether an impact increases the size of an 
asteroid in space or breaks it up depends on the 
relative velocity of the two objects. 
 
Chatelain then discussed an "Anatomy of the 
Solar System" starting with Near Earth Objects 
(NEOs shown on slide 20).  

The Tunguska blast is a famous impact of an 
NEO that hit Siberia in 1908, leveling about 80 
million trees (slide 19).  

It was said to have been heard all the way in 
London!  That meteor was estimated to be about 
40 meters in diameter.   
 
Categories of NEOs: 
- Atiras are entirely inside Earth's orbit and 

will never hit us. 
- Atens occasionally cross the Earth's orbit, 

but that does not necessarily mean they pose 
a risk.  The ones that are a risk are a real 
danger: they often come from the direction 
of the Sun, which means they are difficult to 
see with telescopes! 

- Apollos are mostly outside our orbit but 
occasionally cross our orbit. We can watch 
these with telescopes. 

- Amors are always outside Earth's orbit and 
pose no danger. 

 
Ryugu (slide 21) is an asteroid we have met "in 
person" via the Hayabusu-2 spacecraft from 
Japan.  It was launched in 2014 and arrived in 
2018.  In 2020 it will return with a sample. 
Ryugu is 865 meters across.  Hayabusu blasted 
it and collected what came off. 

NASA went to Bennu with the Osiris-REX 
spacecraft, arriving on December 3, 2018.  
Bennu is about half the size of Ryugu but Bennu 
is like a boulder field, making it very difficult to 
find a safe place to collect a sample. There are 
four possible landing sites.  NASA hopes to bring 
samples back to Earth in March 2021. 
 
Psyche is the name of thenext NASA asteroid 
mission which will visit Psyche.  Not a very 
imaginative mission name!  Psyche may be a 
core of a differentiated planetesimal made 
mostly of iron and nickel.  It is 226km across.  A 
popular news story claimed it has enough gold 
to make each person on Earth a billionaire.  
Economically that is meaningless as the price of 
gold would drop if the supply increased that 
much. 
 
But in addition to the collapse of the price of 
gold, there is also a huge logistical problem.  It 
would likely cost more than the gold is worth 
(and more than the entire world’s GDP for a 
century) to mine and retrieve all the material on 
such a large asteroid so far away.  There is also a 
lot of gold in the center of the Earth, 
substantially more than is on Psyche, but there 
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is no way to extract it. The Psyche mission has 
no sample return at all. 
 
Beyond the Main Belt of asteroids are two 
groups of asteroids tied to the orbit of Jupiter.  
One set is the "Hilda" asteroids (slide 32) which 
form a triangular arrangement of objects inside 
the orbit of Jupiter.  Chatelain said there are 
about 3,000 Hildas and they are in 3/2 
resonance with Jupiter meaning they orbit the 
Sun three times for each time Jupiter orbits the 
Sun twice. 

The other set of Jupiter-related asteroids are the 
"Trojans" (slide 33). 

Trojans are objects stuck near the L4 and L5 
Lagrange points of Jupiter and the Sun.  
Lagrange points (slide 34) are stable points of 
gravitational energy minima where things can 
collect.  
 
Lucy is a NASA mission that plans to visit the 
Trojans.  The mission has a planned 2021 launch 
and 2027 arrival. 
http://swt.org/hssb/2019-1019-chatelain-
lascumbres/slides/Slide-35.png 

Chatelain went on to briefly describe the idea of 
"Regular Satellites." These are natural satellites 
that orbit the planets of the Solar System in 
regular, circular orbits all in the same plane as 
the planet’s rotation. The quantity of named 
Regular Satellites is as follows: 
 
Earth – 1     Mars – 2        Jupiter – 8 
Saturn – 23     Uranus – 18       Neptune – 7 
 
Irregular Satellites far outnumber Regular 
Satellites.  Irregular Satellites are far from the 
host planets and are not in traditional regular 
orbits.  Many of these moons orbit backwards 
with respect to their planets and other regular 
satellites.  The Hubble telescope and NASA 
missions have allowed discovery of many 
moons that were previously unknown.   I asked 

Lagrange points  

http://swt.org/hssb/2019-1019-chatelain-lascumbres/slides/Slide-35.png
http://swt.org/hssb/2019-1019-chatelain-lascumbres/slides/Slide-35.png
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if Earth has any and he said our Moon 
destabilizes their orbits so, we only get 
temporary irregular satellites. 
 
Chatelain went on to talk about the Outer Solar 
System which begins at Jupiter.  He described 
Centaurs which are "half comet, half asteroid".  
These likely icy objects exist between the orbits 
of Jupiter and Neptune and are unstable, as they 
will eventually get too close to a massive planet 
and either be tossed towards the sun or pushed 
out of the Solar System. 
 
Past them are the TNOs (slide 42).  Plutinos are 
in 3/2 resonance with Neptune.  This includes 
Pluto. 

Pluto is one of the largest TNOs but has much 
more in common with the other TNOs than it 
does with the major planets.  Its moon Charon is 
almost as big as Pluto itself (slide 43). 

He showed an image of a TNO temporarily called 
Ultima Thule (slide 45) which is a bit like two 
pancakes stuck together in the shape of a 
snowman. 

There are about 3500 comets that have been 
recorded but it is possible that many millions 
more exist on the very edges of the Solar System.  
The nucleus of a comet is the bright central part 
made of ice and rock.  The ice sublimates directly 
to vapor taking grains of dust with it. The solar 
wind creates two tails, one of dust, one of gas. 
 
The European Space Agency (ESA) sent the 
Rosetta mission to explore the Churyumov–
Gerasimenko comet which is about 4km across.  
It returned amazing data and beautiful pictures 
of an active comet, but the lander landed in a 
dark crevasse and quickly lost power. 
 
Because comets come from all directions rather 
than just from within the plane of the Solar 
System, it is theorized that they originate in the 
Oort Cloud (slide 48) which is a volume of 
material in a spherical shell very far from the 
sun (about 10,000 to 100,000 Astronomical 
Units (AU) away).  One AU is the distance from 
the Earth to the Sun.  
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As this is a significant fraction of the way to the 
next star it does not take much for a passing star 
to dislodge an Oort Cloud object.  It might take 
10,000 years for such an object to get close 
enough to the Sun to become a comet. 
 
Chatelain also talked of "Interstellar 
Interlopers" which are not bound to the Sun. 
They are just passing by.  Two of these were 
seen in the past year. 
 
A audience member wanted to know more 
about the danger of an asteroid impacting the 
Earth.  He said that a small one like Tunguska 
might be too small to see until it is too late to 
deflect.  It is big enough to destroy a city so our 
only option would be to evacuate if we knew 
where it was going to hit. 
 
Something hundreds of meters across is big 
enough to wipe out an entire state.  We probably 
would see it further away, giving us a chance to 
deflect it. We probably need about a decade to 
do that.  As far as deflection methods, he favors 
the idea of painting one side white with billions 
of ping-pong balls or white pebbles. The Sun will 
reflect off of that and push it out of the way.  Of 
course this would require time and a lot of 
advanced planning. 
 
Using a nuclear weapon to blast it to pieces is a 
terrible idea: all those pieces would just hit us 
anyway.  But such a weapon could be detonated 
near the asteroid.  The effect would be to heat 
one side of the asteroid enough to make that 
area vaporize and act like a rocket for a few 
seconds.  That would cause change in its 
direction.  Deflecting asteroids can be a tricky 
geopolitical issue.  If we deflect it enough to miss 
Santa Barbara, it might hit another city.   
 
Chatelain explained the origin of the Main Belt 
asteroids.  They were formed from the original 
"solar nebula" that formed the rest of the 
planets. 
 

The talk contained many new insights 
discovered since the time I learned astronomy in 
school!  Huge thanks to Chatelain, Las Cumbres 
Observatory, NASA and everyone else who is 
working to expand our knowledge of the 
universe in which we live! 

 
Book Review:  

Death from the Skies!   
By Diane Krohn 

 
Death from the Skies! The Science Behind the End 
of the World, written by astronomer Philip Plait, 
is a book that ties in a bit with some of the topics 
covered by our October speaker, Joey Chatelain.  
The premise is that, basically, the Universe is 
trying to kill you.  But it’s not personal. The 
Universe is not a friendly place…and even our 
earth has earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanoes, 
mountains showing 
up, and asteroids.  
 
The chapters in this 
book discuss the 
various things that 
could, or will, 
destroy earth or life 
on earth.  These 
include asteroids 
and comets; 
supernovae; gamma-
ray bursts; black 
holes; alien attacks; 
and the death of the sun.  Plait discusses these 
various scenarios with humor and factual 
material.  You will learn a lot about astronomy 
and our universe by reading this book. 
 
You will also learn that the universe has many 
weird and amazing things that are hard to 
comprehend, such as distances, and magnitudes 
of energy.  For example, the Crab Nebula is a 

I am against religion because it teaches us 
to be satisfied with not understanding the 

world.           – Richard Dawkins 
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supernova that exploded 10 centuries ago, and 
its distance from the earth is 6500 light-years, 
yet it is still one of the brightest nebulae in the 
sky; and when it exploded, it put out as much 
energy as the sun will over its entire lifetime of 
12 billion years.  
 
Plait introduces each chapter with a detailed 
scenario of what humans would see and 
experience in each event.  An excerpt from the 
chapter on black holes: 
  
“Ever vigilant, it’s an amateur astronomer who 
catches the first whiff of trouble.  He had hopes of 
doing some imaging of Uranus using his 
automated telescope, but the computer 
consistently points the telescope in the wrong 
direction.  After going to manual, he eventually 
finds the giant planet several arc minutes from its 
calculated position… As days go by, things get 
worse.  Jupiter seems to be off-kilter as well… 
Solar astronomers detect the Sun’s position is off 
as well.  That doesn’t make any sense.  What could 
move an entire star…?  But, they quickly realize 
the trouble is not with the Sun, but with the Earth.   
Like the other planets, the Earth is no longer 
circling the Sun as usual, but is moving off its 
prescribed orbit...”  
 
The scary events described by Plait have a low 
probability of happening; but of course, some of 
them, such as impacts by near-earth objects or 
the death of the sun, are guaranteed to occur.  
His book discusses the probabilities of each 
event and whether it’s preventable or not.   Most 
are not preventable – but asteroid impacts and 
certain solar events, for example, have the 
potential for being prevented or mitigated.   
Death from the Skies! is both entertaining and 
educational.  I found the detailed descriptions of 
the various astronomical events and 
phenomena at times to be hard to follow; 
nevertheless, I did learn much more about these 
various topics than I ever had before.  Highly 
recommended book for all of you who enjoy 
astronomy, and for those who want to learn 
more about it! 

American Atheists Webinar 
American Atheists has recently launched a 
webinar training series and are making it 
available to HSSB as an affiliate group. 
 
On November 5th at 7pm ET, Alison Gill, VP of 
Legal and Policy of American Atheists will 
present State Legislative Advocacy: Preparing for 
2020. 
 
Most states will open their legislative session in 
January 2020, which will create a window for 
lawmakers to introduce legislation. Local and 
state advocates can play a critical role by 
encouraging lawmakers to introduce legislation 
that will advance our mutual goals, but this 
requires some forethought and planning.  
 
This webinar will discuss how to create a state 
legislative strategy, suggested policy goals for 
2020, coordination with lawmakers and partner 
organizations, and resources American Atheists 
can provide to help with this work. 
 

Submitted by Diane Krohn.  
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American Atheists is a national 501(c)(3) 
organization that defends civil rights 
for atheists, freethinkers, and other non-
believers; works for the total separation of 
religion and government; and addresses issues 
of First Amendment public policy.   
To register and for more information go here: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/124dc72efc
c2f2dbc5b9141539e44ee6 
 

Brighter Brains Institute Funding  
Ex-Muslim Safe House in Nigeria 
By Phil Zuckerman, Board Member and Director of 

Partnerships with Brighter Brains Institute 
 

A ‘Safe House’ for Ex-Muslim atheists is being 
created in Abuja, the capital of Nigeria – a nation 
divided between Christians and Muslims with 
arguably the worst religious violence in the 
world.  In the last decade, the Muslim extremist 
Boko Haram killed more than 27,000 people and 
displaced 130,000. In recent months, thousands 
of tortured and raped prisoners have been 
rescued from Islamic ‘rehabilitation centers’ – 
where they were punished for ‘sins’ and 
disinterest in Islam.  
 
Brighter Brains Institute is the first USA 
nonprofit to set up a Safe House for Ex-Muslims 
– on October 21, 2019, it wired $5,000 to 
Mubarak Bala, the director of Humanists of 
Nigeria, to be spent in renting a 4-bedroom flat 
(for a year) in an Abuja suburb.  Mubarak Bala 
was victimized for his atheism in 2014 when he 
was beaten up by his relatives and locked up in 
a psychiatric hospital for 18 days.  The Brighter 
Brains Institute is best known for launching 
“BiZoHa” - the ‘world’s first atheist orphanage’ 
in 2015.  
 
Fourteen Ex-Muslims are scheduled to move 
into the shelter… The Ex-Muslim Safe House 
hopes to gain massive support from the world’s 
atheists, who are sick of being one of the planet’s 
most persecuted belief systems.  Additional help 
might arrive from other secular-promoting 
nonprofits, like Atheist Alliance International, 

Center for Inquiry, Freedom From Religion 
Foundation, and Humanists International.   
 
…An additional $2,922 is needed for furnishings. 
https://brighterbrains.institute/humanist-shelter-
nigeria/furnishings-for-safe-house-needs-2922 
 
The Safe House will 
be named “SeHuZo” – 
SeHu refers to secular 
humanists and ‘Zo’ is 
a welcoming word 
that means ‘come 
here’ in Nigeria’s 
three main 
languages: Hausa, 
Yoruba, and Igbo.   For more information, 
contact BrighterBrainsInstitute@gmail.com 
 

Blasphemy Laws: An Excuse for 
Persecution 

[Excerpted from International Times Digest, 11/15/18] 

“According to the Pew Research Center, about a 
quarter of all countries had anti-blasphemy laws 
or policies as of 2014 and more than a tenth 
have laws or policies against apostasy, or 
renouncing a religious belief. 
 
“Sacrilege is painful to religious believers 
everywhere. But broad and subjective legal 
prescriptions not only contradict the 
fundamental right to freedom of expression; 
they also open the door to persecution of 
minority faiths or of political dissidents.  In 
Russia, the Pussy Riot band was imprisoned for 
‘hooliganism motivated by religious hatred,’ 
though their target was not religion but Vladimir 
Putin. 
 
“History supplies ample evidence that when 
religions proclaim themselves beyond criticism 
or challenge, there is hell to pay.  Or, as the 
Anglican archbishop of New Zealand, Philip 
Richardson, said on learning to his surprise that 
his country had a ‘blasphemy libel’ law, ‘My view 
is, God’s bigger than needing to be defended by 
the Crimes Act.’” 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F124dc72efcc2f2dbc5b9141539e44ee6%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Gb27d_ls0vzkFRJyD2aHrHUx7y0KrGm0DxjWUhimFFpRAPeD1F6BJZmQ&h=AT3yI1rbZ3U5BuvNsNLq-PF5UiuQZZsBDr1XcmtUYFk3wGXufBoTlWhZDB1nsCrKlOoQ2negDh6HVmsCa72KtQfOA4jFXicPSh_4Xyqy81SRM6CXXhWyoWACXvFHm5vV6i9AeQLcmJOR7qHVRxE
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2F124dc72efcc2f2dbc5b9141539e44ee6%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Gb27d_ls0vzkFRJyD2aHrHUx7y0KrGm0DxjWUhimFFpRAPeD1F6BJZmQ&h=AT3yI1rbZ3U5BuvNsNLq-PF5UiuQZZsBDr1XcmtUYFk3wGXufBoTlWhZDB1nsCrKlOoQ2negDh6HVmsCa72KtQfOA4jFXicPSh_4Xyqy81SRM6CXXhWyoWACXvFHm5vV6i9AeQLcmJOR7qHVRxE
https://brighterbrains.institute/humanist-shelter-nigeria/furnishings-for-safe-house-needs-2922
https://brighterbrains.institute/humanist-shelter-nigeria/furnishings-for-safe-house-needs-2922
mailto:BrighterBrainsInstitute@gmail.com
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Non HSSB Events of Interest 
 
Upcoming Events in California:  
 November 3: Elaine Weiss: The Woman’s 

Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote.  UCSB 
Arts &amp; Lectures event. Campbell Hall, 
UCSB.  
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4134 

 November 7: Dolores: A film about a rebel, 
activist, feminist and mother Dolores Huerta. 
UCSB Arts &amp; Lectures free event. 
Campbell Hall, UCSB.  
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4279 

 November 14: Anita: Speaking Truth to 
Power.   A film about women’s rights icon 
Anita Hill. UCSB Arts &amp; Lectures free 
event.  Campbell Hall, UCSB.  
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4277 

 December 5: Douglas Brinkley: American 
Moonshot: John F. Kennedy and the Great 
Space Race. UCSB Arts & Lectures event. 
Campbell Hall, UCSB.  
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4209  

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net 

Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@verizon.net 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, David Echols, Mary Wilk, Nan Cisney, 

Clover Brodhead Gowing  

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is midnight, 

the last day of each month. 

 
HSSB Speaker meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month at 3:00 pm, in the Theater Room at Valle Verde, 900 
Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. June and December 
social events are held elsewhere. 
 
Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service 805 679-
3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949 Veronica Springs Rd., 
Santa Barbara.  No vehicle parking at Valle Verde unless you 
have a handicapped parking placard (bikes ok). 
 
Check our web site: www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org for 
past issues of SC.  At meetings, a donation of $2 from 
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated. First-
time visitors and students with ID are welcome on a 
complimentary basis.  
 
Annual HSSB membership dues: $36 for a single person, $60 
for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, and $300 (or more) 
for a Society Patron. Non-members may subscribe to 
hardcopy of this newsletter for an annual fee of $20. E-mail 
copies provided at no charge. 
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a check for 
your membership dues to HSSB, P.O. Box 30232, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk. For membership 
information contact Mary Wilk at mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772. 
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the HSSB 
website.  

Like us on Facebook  

 

“Bigfoot saw me, but no one believes 
him.” – Observed on a T-shirt 

https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4134
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4134
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4279
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4279
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4277
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4277
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4209
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=4209
mailto:djkrohn@cox.net
mailto:nfaught@verizon.net
http://www.santabarbarahumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

 

HSSB Calendar 
 

Tuesday November 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  
Dinner provided by Diane Krohn. 
Saturday November 16: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Barbara Greenleaf humorist and author of 
This Old Body: And 99 Other Reasons to Laugh at Life.  Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los 
Amigos, Santa Barbara. 
Tuesday December 17: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  
Dinner is pot luck.  
Saturday December 21: Winter Solstice Party for HSSB Members and their guests.  Featuring Voices of 
Reason Secular Choir. Location: Mulligan’s Café & Bar, 3500 McCaw Ave, Santa Barbara, CA 93105  
Tuesday January 14: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  
Dinner provided by Wayne Beckman. 
Saturday January 18: Speaker Horus Wu, Big Data, A.I., and Self-Driving Cars. Location: Valle Verde 
Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. 


