
   

 
 

 
 

Join Us for the September  Speaker Meeting at Valle 
Verde: 

IN THE LIGHT OF EVOLUTION:   
TIES and the Nurturing of Understanding 

Nikki Chambers  
 

Scientific literacy and critical thinking are crucial skills that must 
be nurtured in today’s youth.  Nikki Chambers will discuss both 
the groundswell of change embodied by the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS), and the challenges that classroom 
teachers continue to grapple with.  One of the key differences 
between science and other ways of knowing is that science is 
non-dogmatic and is based on evidence from the natural world.  
Here in California, a lead Common Core/NGSS state, the shared 
practice among the new standards for Language, Math, and 
Science is "arguing from evidence."  Molding a next generation that understands deeply what 
this means, and how to do it correctly, is imperative, especially in today's "fake news" society.  
The Teacher Institute for Evolutionary Science (TIES) is a group of teachers making a 
difference in evolution education nationwide.  TIES will be discussed as a vibrant example of 
how great teachers can be. 
 

Our Speaker:    Nikki Chambers is a science educator in Southern California.  In addition to her 
17 years of classroom teaching, she has served on the California Science Expert Panel since 
2012 and is a TIES Teacher Ambassador.  She also conducts research on the effects of climate 
change on ladybugs, as well as the possibility of microbial life in the surface salt crusts on Mars.   
She agrees with Theodosius Dobhzhansky that “Nothing in biology makes sense except in the 
light of evolution.”  Nothing makes her happier than to see the spark of wonder light up her 
students’ faces. 
 

When:  Saturday, September 21, 2019 
Where:  Valle Verde. 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara, CA. 
Parking: Please park at Veronica Springs Church, 949 Veronica Springs Road.  Free shuttle to and from 
meeting.  No parking at Valle Verde (except for handicapped parking). Shuttle driver has a dedicated 
cellphone: 805-679-3660   
Time:  Doors open at 2:30 pm. Program begins promptly at 3:00 pm 
Meeting Donation:  $2 members, $5 non-members.  Students with ID are free.   
========================================================================== 
After Meeting Buffet Dinner: Join us for dinner at Valle Verde, $25 per person.  We are required to 
provide a firm count for dinner therefore please RSVP to Nan Cisney at cisneynan@gmail.com by 
noon Wednesday,  September 18  if you plan to join us for dinner.   
Parking lot shuttle also available after dinner.   
For More Info: Call 805-769-4772 
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The President’s Column 
A Game Worth Playing 

By Judy Flattery 

For 13.8 billion years I did not exist.  You did not 
exist.  Everyone we know, and all the people we 
don’t know, did not exist either. 
 
Then very recently, like the briefest of flashes in 
the timeline of the universe, we all came to be 
here cohabitating with other living organisms 
on this magnificent planet.   
 
Wow.  I don’t often notice the sheer wonder of it 
all  being busy with all the tasks of daily life… but 
stop for a moment and think… just wow (Of 
course, any of you who indulge in mind-altering 
substances may experience this wonder more 
often!). 
 
Very soon our brief flash of existence will 
extinguish forever and the universe will 
continue on its beautiful and crazy un-guided 
cosmic journey…without us. 
 
It is really quite remarkable that we find 
ourselves here all together at this time and 
place.  What should we do with this 
opportunity? 
 
It seems to me every moment of life is so much 
more precious if we squarely confront that this 
time is all the time we have, and this moment is 
the only moment that is truly real; this moment 
right now, right now, right now. Consider that in 
their essence even the “past” and the “future” 
are concepts stored as biochemical, neurological 
or representational states which we call history, 
memories, fears, possibilities, hopes & dreams.  
What we really have is our experience of “now”.  
What do we do now? 
 
In the grand scheme of things one could argue 
that what we do doesn’t matter: squander the 
moment, enjoy the moment, waste the moment, 
what’s the difference?  However, we could also 
choose to see our time here as suddenly coming 

awake in the midst of the “big game” and the 
clock is running.  So what is a game worth 
playing and how will we play our part? 
 
I say we have an opportunity to play a game 
called “Creating a world that works for everyone 
with no one left out” and that it is a game worth 
playing.  How much joy and fulfillment can we 
create in our time here?  How much suffering 
can we eliminate? 
 
What does that mean in practice?  To me that 
means being educated on the state of the world, 
up to date on relevant discoveries, using data, 
intelligence, and our critical thinking skills along 
with great compassion, courage, and empathy to 
generate and protect freedom, opportunity, 
abundance, and self-expression at the most 
profound level for all people.  Starting now. 
 
How good can we have life be for everyone in 
this briefest spark of eternity and how do we use 
our talents, our voices, our resources, and 
engage others in this grandest of games? 
 
I see our Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
aligned with this game.  
 
Neil deGrasse Tyson is quoted as saying, “I am 
driven by two main philosophies: Know more 
today about the world than I knew yesterday 
and lessen the suffering of others.  You’d be 
surprised how far that gets you.”  Seems like he’s 
aligned with this game. 
 
Our speakers and the articles in our newsletter 
support us in this game.  We strive to bring our 
members interesting and knowledgeable 
authorities aligned with our intentions.  They 
educate and challenge us in areas of science, 
social justice, protecting and expanding our 
freedoms, stewardship for the planet, 
challenging faith and other unsubstantiated 
claims.   
 
Thanks for supporting the Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara and playing a big game. 
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Confessions of a Public Defender 
 Denise Gragg – 8-17-19 

By Samantha Flattery, UCLA Law School, 2L 
 

Our August speaker was Denise Gragg, a Southern 

California public defender trial attorney in Orange 

County for over 30 years.  Throughout her career, 

she has represented both juveniles and adults 

charged with crimes ranging from misdemeanors to 

homicides.  For the last 25 years, she has 

specialized in capital defense. 

 

Ms. Gragg spoke about the judicial origins of the 

public defender role.  It was not until 1963 that the 

Supreme Court established the public defender 

system on a national scale.  The Court’s decision in 

Gideon vs. Wainwright held that all defendants 

across the country are entitled to representation by 

a public defender.   

 

California, however, was far ahead of its time.  In 

fact, a California resident named Clara Foltz 

invented the public defender system in the early 

1900s.  Ms. Foltz was a 27-year-old mother of five 

when, in 1876, she decided she wanted to be a 

lawyer.  At the time, however, women were not 

allowed to be 

lawyers.  In response, 

Ms. Foltz advocated 

for and ultimately 

passed the Woman 

Lawyer’s Bill in 

1878.   

 

She subsequently 

passed the Bar Exam, 

and starting in the 

1890s began 

advocating for a 

public defender 

system.  Her efforts 

were ultimately 

successful; in 1914, 

Los Angeles 

established the first 

public defender’s 

office, and in 1921, 

California followed 

suit by establishing 

the system statewide.  

The LA Courthouse is 

named in her honor. 

 

Being a public defender involves a multitude of 

complex skills, knowledge, and responsibilities.  

To prepare for trial, a public defender must partake 

in investigating the circumstances surrounding the 

defendant’s alleged crime.  This involves working 

with police, gathering data, and interviewing 

witnesses.  Due to their investigative 

responsibilities, public defenders must be 

extremely knowledgeable in the areas of forensics, 

DNA analysis, psychology, and psychiatry.  All the 

while, public defenders are in constant 

communication with their client. 

 

As the trial date approaches, public defenders must 

hone their trial strategy and tactics.  Developing an 

effective trial strategy requires a deep 

understanding of the community in which the trial 

takes place.  What kind of people will make up the 

jury?  How can we effectively communicate the 

defendant’s background and history to the jury?  

Will the defendant testify?  What evidence is 
Denise Gragg.  Photo by Jennifer Flattery.  

Clara Shortridge Foltz.  

Clara Shortridge Foltz 
Criminal Justice Center in, LA  
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irrelevant, and how can we convince the judge to 

exclude this evidence during pretrial litigation? 

 

During trial – which can last anywhere from several 

days to many months – the public defender and her 

team must present an opening statement, examine 

and cross-examine witnesses, and give a closing 

argument.  Throughout trial, attorneys create an 

evidentiary record by entering exhibits, eliciting 

testimony from witnesses, and keeping evidence 

out of the jury’s ears through objections. 

 

The defendant’s background and history is 

immensely important to a public defender, 

particularly in capital litigation (i.e., cases 

involving homicide).  As Ms. Gragg explained, 

when someone commits a homicide, there is always 

a reason.  It is the public defender’s job to 

understand potential reasons why the defendant 

committed the crime by investigating family 

history, sociological issues, environmental issues, 

psychiatric abnormalities, trauma, racial issues, 

sexual issues, and any other relevant issues in the 

client’s background.  In fact, over 20% of convicted 

criminals currently on death row suffer from major 

mental illnesses. 

 

Moreover, due to advances in brain science, we 

now understand that neurological development 

plays a crucial role in crimes committed by 

juveniles.  Human brains are not fully developed 

until the mid-20s.  The frontal lobe of the brain – 

which is essential to the decision-making process 

and our ability to comprehend and heed risks – is 

one of the last areas of the brain to develop.  Thus, 

juveniles are more likely to be influenced by peer 

pressure, engage in risky and impulsive behavior, 

and have reactions that are stronger or weaker than 

a situation warrants.  Advances in brain science 

have formed the basis of several recent Supreme 

Court decisions related to juvenile sentencing.  In 

2012, the Court held in Jackson v. Hobbs that, for 

juveniles, mandatory life without parole sentences 

are unconstitutional as “cruel and unusual 

punishment.”  

 

Incarcerating people involves many ramifications 

for prisoners, which affects their ability to 

reintegrate into society and their family’s ability to 

thrive.  Homelessness is one such ramification.  For 

example, sex offenders are often forbidden from 

living within certain radiuses of places like schools 

and daycare centers.  These restrictions are put in 

place without consideration of the crime committed 

(e.g., even if the crime did not involve a child).  

Thus, in certain areas, such as Orange County, sex 

offenders are left with no place to live except on the 

streets.  As a result, many people released from 

prison are not placed in a position from which they 

are able to rebuild their lives.  

 

Voting rights are also an issue for previously 

incarcerated people.  In California, a felon will 

regain voting rights once he or she is off parole.  

However, in many states, once you have been 

convicted of a felony, you will never regain your 

voting rights. 

 

There is also a significant generational impact on 

the children of parents who are incarcerated.  For 

example, having an incarcerated parent affects 

educational success.  Overall, children have a 4% 

chance of being expelled from school; this 

increases to 23% for children whose fathers are 

incarcerated.  The overall likelihood of graduating 

from college is 40%; however, this drops to 15% 

and 2% for children with incarcerated fathers or 
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mothers, respectively.  This disproportionately 

affects communities of color.  One in nine African 

American children, and one in 28 Hispanic 

children, have an incarcerated parent.  On the other 

hand, just one in 57 White children have an 

incarcerated parent. 

 

The U.S. criminal justice system has the capacity of 

being the greatest of all American institutions – it 

is one area in which citizens are forced to 

participate via jury duty.  The system is at its best 

when it works as it was designed to work.  Ms. 

Gragg once had a client who was an undocumented 

immigrant.  The client had lent his car to another 

person, and, while the client was at work, the 

person sold drugs to an undercover cop.  Although 

the client had a distinctive facial scar (which the 

true drug dealer lacked), Ms. Gragg’s client was 

arrested and stood trial for the drug offense.  An all-

White jury from Laguna Beach reached the fair and 

just outcome, and found the client not guilty. 

 

However, when it comes to capital cases, the 

system often breaks down.  For one, emotions run 

high – and jurors are more fearful – in capital cases.  

Juries face enormous pressure to avenge a victim’s 

family and return a death sentence for the 

defendant.  Second, capital cases involve highly 

technical and scientific testimony related to DNA 

and other forensic analyses.  The average juror 

lacks a science background and may struggle to 

fully understand complex scientific testimony.  

There is also a strong correlation between the race 

of the victim and the sentence imposed on the 

defendant.  For example, a defendant whose victim 

was White is more likely to receive the death 

penalty than a defendant whose victim was non-

White. 

There are further issues when it comes to the death 

penalty.  For example, death sentences are rarely 

overturned at the appellate level, because appellate 

courts are largely results-oriented.  The California 

Supreme Court affirms 98%-99% of death penalty 

sentences. 

 

The death penalty is also highly political; 

disavowing the death penalty can mean losing 

votes.  AG William Barr recently announced the 

U.S. will be executing four prisoners between 

December 2019 and January 2020, a move that 

many view is intended to gain favor among 

Republican voters. 

 

In 1976, in deciding Gregg v. Georgia, the Supreme 

Court gave its blessing to death penalty statutes so 

long as the statutes (1) narrowly defined a category 

of crime eligible for the death penalty, and (2) gave 

jurors specific criteria to use in making their 

determination.  In California, for example, when 

deciding whether to impose the death sentence, 

jurors may only consider circumstances of the 

crime (including survivor impact), prior violent 

acts, and prior felony convictions.   

 

The Gregg decision was intended to ensure 

consistency in how the death penalty is imposed, so 

that only the “worst of the worst” get sentenced to 

death.  Unfortunately, it did not work that way.  

Human beings run the system.  Until we no longer 

harbor biases, lack empathy for those who are 

different, and experience tribalism to one extent or 

another, the death penalty will never work the way 

the Supreme Court intended in the Gregg decision. 

 

Meanwhile, Europe has continued to do away with 

the death penalty.  The last execution in Great 

Britain took place in 1964; in France, the last 

execution was in 1977.  Some states have followed 

this lead.  In 2007, New Jersey became the first 

state to abolish the death penalty.  New Mexico 

followed in 2009, and Illinois in 2011.  

Connecticut, Maryland, Delaware, and Washington 

were next in 2012, 2013, 2016, and 2018 

respectively.  New Hampshire was the most recent 

state to get rid of the death penalty, declaring it 

unconstitutional in May of this year. 

Members & visitors at the Gragg talk.   
Photo by Jennifer Flattery.  
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Ms. Gragg was asked if she ever successfully 

defended someone who she believed to be guilty.  

She said yes.  “How do you do that?” asked the 

audience member.  She explained that if she knows 

a defendant is guilty then she will enter a plea 

bargaining process.  However if she does not know 

for sure then her job is to provide the best defense 

possible, that everyone deserves a defense in court, 

and that it is the responsibility of the 12 people on 

the jury to sort out evidence and come to a verdict.   

Most importantly, she believes it is far preferable to 

let a guilty person go free than to send an innocent 

person to jail. 

 

In response to an audience question, Ms. Gragg also 

discussed victim impact statements, which are 

given by family members of the victim during the 

sentencing stage.  She believes that, while impact 

statements can be helpful for the family, they tend 

to harm the recovery process by perpetuating 

victimhood.  The practice of victim impact 

statements also means that the death penalty is 

more likely to be imposed when the victim has a 

larger and more vocal family. 

 
 

Guns Don’t Kill People, Beliefs Kill People  
By Michael Shermer 

If by fiat I had to draw one core generalization 
from a quarter century spent studying the 

psychology of beliefs, it is that almost everyone 
thinks that their beliefs are right, both 
ontologically and ethically. For the most part, 
people think that their beliefs are true, moral, or 
both.  No one joins a cult—they join a group that 
they believe is going to help them and/or 
society.  No one thinks they’re practicing 
pseudoscience—they believe they’ve 
discovered a new truth that mainstream science 
has yet to recognize.  And very few believe their 
actions are immoral—at the time they had 
perfectly rational and moral reasons for acting 
as they did.  

On this latter point, in his 1997 book about serial 
killers and other career criminals, Evil: Inside 
Human Violence and Cruelty, the social 
psychologist Roy Baumeister documents the 
fact that to a man (and they’re almost all men), 
these violent criminals justified their evil acts 
with what they believed to be perfectly good 
reasons. Examples include the 1994 police 
record of Frederick Treesh, a spree killer from 
the Midwest who explained, “Other than the two 
we killed, the two we wounded, the woman we 
pistol-whipped, and the light bulbs we stuck in 
people’s mouths, [my accomplice and I] didn’t 
really hurt anybody.” Or the file on serial killer 
John Wayne Gacy who, after killing 33 boys, 
rationalized, “I see myself more as a victim than 
as a perpetrator. I was cheated out of my 
childhood.” As Baumeister concluded: “you do 
not have to give people reasons to be violent, 
because they already have plenty of reasons. All 
you have to do is take away their reasons to 
restrain themselves.” 

This brings me to the trifecta of mass public 
shootings [last month] in Gilroy, California, El 
Paso, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio.  While gun 
control proponents debate Second Amendment 
advocates over whether it is guns that kill 
people or people who kill people, I would like to 
take the causal chain one step deeper and 
suggest that it is beliefs that kill people. 

Denise Gragg & HSSB President Judy Flattery.  Photo by 
Jennifer Flattery.  



 

 

The HSSB Secular Circular – September 2019 7 

The motives of the Dayton and Gilroy killers 
have yet to come into clear focus, although at the 
time of this writing (August 5) the former’s 
social media 
appears to be left-
leaning, while the 
latter praised on 
his Instagram 
account a white 
supremacist/anti-
Semitic 19th-
century book 
titled Might is 
Right or the 
Survival of the 
Fittest, adding 
“Why overcrowd 
towns and pave 
more open space 
to make room for hordes of mestizos?” Clearly 
inspired by Friedrich Nietzsche, Might is 
Right opens with these chilling lines: 

“In this arid wilderness of steel and stone I raise 
up my voice that you may hear. To the East and 
to the West I beckon. To the North and to the 
South I show a sign Proclaiming ‘Death to the 
weakling, wealth to the strong.’” 

Nietzsche’s Übermensch would be proud. 

In sharper focus are the motives of the El Paso 
shooter, thanks to a manifesto he penned and 
posted on the Internet site 8chan shortly before 
embarking on his deadly crusade: 

“In general, I support the Christchurch shooter 
and his manifesto. This attack is a response to 
the Hispanic invasion of Texas. They are the 
instigators, not me. I am simply defending my 
country from cultural and ethnic replacement 
brought on by an invasion. 

“Look what happened to an earlier North 
American people who failed to take seriously 
invading hordes from another land,” the 
manifesto continues, resulting in “the nearly 

complete ethnic and cultural destruction 
brought to the Native Americans by our 
European ancestors…. The natives didn’t take 
the invasion of Europeans seriously, and now 
what’s left is just a shadow of what was.” 

People act on their beliefs, and if you truly 
believe that your way of life, your civilization, 
your very people could be facing the fate of 
Native Americans, there’s a certain logic 
undergirding the use of violence to prevent it, 
however perverse and mistaken it may be 
(undocumented immigrants, for example, 
commit fewer crimes than native-born citizens). 
The psychology behind such mass public 
shootings is rooted in three cognitive processes 
that come loaded in the human 
mind: tribalism (and its consequent xeno-
phobia), prejudice (judging specific members of 
a group by generalizations about the group 
itself), and moralistic punishment (the desire for 
justice against perceived wrong-doers). 

We evolved in small tribes of hunter-gatherers 
in which coalitions formed that lead to the 
natural selection of pro-social and cooperative 
behavior within groups and the selection of 
xenophobia and tribalism between groups, or 
more briefly: within-group amity and between-

El Paso Gunman Manifesto  

https://bit.ly/2KjZOsE
https://bit.ly/2KjZOsE
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group enmity.  The world of our ancestors was a 
dangerous and violent one in which the default 
setting was to distrust strangers until they 
prove to be allies. In the modern world, 
President Reagan summed up the sentiment in 
dealing with the coalition known as the Soviet 
Union over nuclear disarmament: “Trust, but 
verify.” 

The second cognitive setting of prejudice begins 
with the simple act of generalizing from 
particulars as a mental shortcut to sorting 
through the mass of information that flows 
through our senses every waking moment.  No 
one has the time or energy to taste every last 
piece of fruit to draw the generalization that 
objects looking like fruit likely taste sweet when 
ripe.  When you encounter a piece of fruit in the 
future there’s a reasonably good chance that 
pre-judging it by the characteristics of past 
generalizations is a safe road to a tasty treat.  
And, in reverse valance, taste aversion evolved 
such that a single negative experience can lead 
to the generalization of avoiding any similar 
food item.  

Unfortunately, when coupled to coalitional 
tribalism, this cognitive heuristic translates into 
judging individual members of a group based on 
the generalization of the group itself — 
especially if the generalizations are negative — 
whatever their source and regardless of their 
accuracy (better to be safe than sorry). 

The third cognitive feature that the human mind 
comes equipped with is a moral module that 
desires justice, and when institutions don’t 
appear to provide it—as in cities where the 
police are perceived to be racist, in states where 
the criminal justice system is perceived to be 
corrupt, and in nations where the state has 
failed altogether—people engage in what 
criminologists call “self-help justice,” also 
known as “frontier justice,” or “vigilantism.” 
Perhaps this is what the El Paso shooter was 
thinking when he wrote: 

“America is rotting from the inside out, and 
peaceful means to stop this seem to be nearly 
impossible. The inconvenient truth is that our 
leaders, both Democrat AND Republican, have 
been failing us for decades. They are either 
complacent or involved in one of the biggest 
betrayals of the American public in our history.” 

When you expose these three mental features 
(not bugs) of the human mind to political 
rhetoric about immigrant throngs invading our 
country across the southern border, don’t be 
surprised if someone grabs a rifle and drives 
nine hours to the border town of El Paso to take 
the law into his own hands. 

Conspiracy theories also prove motivational to 
the marginalized, and the El Paso killer gives us 
another hint to his impetus when he referenced 
a conspiracy theory called “The Great 

Replacement,” which 
also drove the 
Christchurch shooter to 
kill 50 people in two 
mosques on Friday, 
March 15, 2019.  The 
Great Replacement is a 
book penned by the 
French author Renaud 
Camus, and it outlines a 
right-wing conspiracy 
theory that contends 
white Christian 

Europeans are being systematically replaced 
through immigration and higher birth rates by 
people of non-European descent, most notably 
from North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, and the 
Arab Middle East. 

The Christchurch killer’s manifesto—
referenced by the El Paso gunman—is filled with 
white supremacist tropes focused on this 
conspiracy theory, starting with his opening 
sentence “It’s the birthrates” repeated three 
times. “If there is one thing I want you to 
remember from these writings, it’s that the 
birthrates must change. Even if we were to 
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deport all Non-Europeans from our lands 
tomorrow, the European people would still be 
spiraling into decay and eventual death.” The 
result, he concludes, is “white genocide.” 

This is vintage 19th century blood-and-soil 
romanticism (also seen in Might is Right), and 
the Christchurch shooter describes himself as an 
“Ethno-nationalist” that led him to go on a 
murderous spree “to ensure the existence of our 
people and a future for white children, whilst 
preserving and exulting nature and the natural 
order.” 

All of this is reminiscent of the “Unite the Right” 
event in Charlottesville, Virginia, in August of 
2017 when white supremacists shouted slogans 
like “blood and soil” and “Jews will not replace 
us.” The latter reference reflects the conspiracy 
theory that Jews control the media, politics, 
banking, and even the world economy, which 
helps account for the Christchurch shooter’s 
reference to the 14-word slogan originally 
coined by the white supremacist David Lane: 
“We must secure the existence of our people and 
a future for white children.” 

The number is sometimes rendered as 14/88, 
with the 8s representing the eighth letter of the 
alphabet—H—and 88 or HH standing for Heil 
Hitler. Lane, in turn, was inspired by Adolf 
Hitler’s conspiracy-theory laden book Mein 
Kampf, in which the Nazi leader snarls: 

“What we must fight for is to safeguard the 
existence and reproduction of our race and our 
people, the sustenance of our children and the 
purity of our blood, the freedom and 
independence of the fatherland, so that our 
people may mature for the fulfillment of the 
mission allotted it by the creator of the 
universe.” 

Hitler goes on to identify the enemy of his 
mission—the Jews—which reflects yet another 
conspiracy theory popular in Germany in the 
1920s and 1930s known as the “stab in the 

back,” which asserts that the only reason the 
Germans lost World War I was that they were 
stabbed in the back by the “November 
Criminals” who the Nazis identified as Jews, 
Marxists, and Bolsheviks. 

And this “stab in the back” conspiracy theory 
itself derives from an earlier and broader 
conspiracy theory involving The Protocols of the 
Learned Elders of Zion, a hoaxed document 
widely believed to be the proceedings of a secret 
meeting of Jews plotting to take over the world. 
The Protocols fake itself was plagiarized from a 
19th-century propaganda piece titled Dialogues 
in Hell between Machiavelli and Montesquieu, 
penned by a French lawyer protesting Louis-
Napoléon Bonaparte (nephew of Napoleon I), 
along with a garishly anti-Semitic novel 
titled Biarritz.  And both of these tracts drew on 
anti-Semitic tropes going back to Roman times. 

We don’t know if the El Paso shooter’s 
motivations run this conspiratorially deep (or to 
what extent he was mentally deranged, socially 
marginalized, or driven to find instant fame in a 
Christchurch-copycat crime), but we do know 
that the polarizing political rhetoric focused on 
undocumented immigrants, and the 
concomitant references to invading hordes that 
can only be stopped by building a wall in order 
to protect us from Mexico sending us their drugs 
and rapists, is surely a contributing factor that 
can be addressed immediately by changing the 
nature of the immigration debate away from 
such coalitional tribalism and xenophobic 
prejudice that triggers the inner demons of our 
nature. Some people take such political 
orotundity literally, and some act on such 
literalness with violence in the form of self-help 
justice. 

This must stop. 

 

 

“Those who can make you believe 
absurdities can make you commit 
atrocities.”  - Voltaire 
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On-Line Evolution Instruction & Quizzes 
By Judy Flattery 

 
In preparation for our September speaker, 
consider refreshing your knowledge of 
evolution with these free on-line courses and 
qizzes: 
 
Khan Academy:  Evolution 101 
https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-
content/nova/evolutionlab/evolution-
101/e/evolution-101-quiz 
 
CliffNotes: Quiz Theory of Evolution 
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-
guides/biology/biology/principles-of-
evolution/quiz-theory-of-evolution 

 
And for fun take the Creationism Quiz on 
ChristiaNet.  The website states, “The 
Creationism quiz is designed to teach the Body 
of Christ Biblical truths about the evidence of 
creation.  The quiz consists of twenty five 
true/false questions.  After completing the 
creationism quiz, print it out and give it to a 
friend.  These facts about the evidence of 
creation make great Bible study materials by 
teaching the Word of God.”  The website also 
offers a free Christian dating service!! 
https://www.christianet.com/bible/creationis
m.htm 
 
 

Sinner's Slip 
Submitted by Nan Cisney 

 
 One small word changed a big idea when it was 
omitted from a 1631 Bible, making the seventh 
commandment "Thou shalt commit adultery."  A 
thousand copies were printed of the much 
sought after "Wicked Bible".   
Madeline Roache, Time Magazine, 5/13/19, p. 14. 
 

Netflix Series AfterLife with Ricky Gervais 
By Judy Flattery 

 

“It’s a strange myth that atheists have nothing to 

live for.  It’s the opposite. We have nothing to die 

for.  We have everything to live for,”  

so says Ricky Gervais.  But what if an atheist 

becomes seriously depressed after the death of 

a beloved spouse?  What is there to live for 

(besides feeding her dog)?  

This is the central question 

explored in this 6 episode 

dark comedy released this 

year on Netflix.  Ricky 

Gervais plays Tony, a 

reporter for a local free 

paper, whose job is writing 

seemingly pointless 

human interest stories 

about the assortment of attention-seeking, odd 

characters in his small town.   His journey over 

these 6 episodes makes for engaging, at times 

uncomfortable, yet ultimately redemptive TV.  

Submitted by: Diane Krohn from Memecenter.com. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/nova/evolutionlab/evolution-101/e/evolution-101-quiz
https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/nova/evolutionlab/evolution-101/e/evolution-101-quiz
https://www.khanacademy.org/partner-content/nova/evolutionlab/evolution-101/e/evolution-101-quiz
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/biology/biology/principles-of-evolution/quiz-theory-of-evolution
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/biology/biology/principles-of-evolution/quiz-theory-of-evolution
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/biology/biology/principles-of-evolution/quiz-theory-of-evolution
https://www.christianet.com/bible/creationism.htm
https://www.christianet.com/bible/creationism.htm


   

Non HSSB Events of Interest 
Upcoming Events in California:  
 October 13: California’s 18th Annual 

Freethought Day! This day has speakers, 
entertainment, and an author’s panel with Q&A. 
Featured speakers include Hemant Mehta, 
Monica Miller, and Debbie Goddard.  
Sacramento.  http://www.freethoughtday.org/ 

 
Upcoming Events Outside of California: 

 September 26-27: Secular Lobby Day, 
Washington D.C.  Secular Coalition for America.  
Meet the members of the Freethought Caucus!  
Focus this year is on expanding access to 
secular, evidence-based addiction recovery 
programs for all Americans. Register here at 
www.lobbyday.us. 

 October 16-20: CSICon 2019. The Flamingo 
Resort, Las Vegas.  Speakers include Julia 
Sweeney, James Alcock, Susan Gerbic, Mark 
Edward, Ray Hyman, Jen Gunter, and many 
more.  Register at https://csiconference.org/ 

 October 18-20: Freedom From Religion 
Foundation Annual Convention. Madison WI.  
Speakers include Jeremiah Camara, Trae 
Crowder (the “Liberal Redneck”), Hemant 
Mehta, Andrew Seidel, many others. For more 
information and to register: 
https://ffrf.org/outreach/convention 

  

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Judy Flattery, sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net 

Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@verizon.net 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, David Echols, Mary Wilk, Nan 

Cisney, Clover Brodhead Gowing  

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 

midnight, the last day of each month. 

 
HSSB Speaker meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday 
of each month at 3:00 pm, in the Theater Room at Valle 
Verde, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. June 
and December social events are held elsewhere. 
 

Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service 805 

679-3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949 

Veronica Springs Rd., Santa Barbara.  No parking at 
Valle Verde unless you have a handicapped parking 
placard. 
 
Check our web site: www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 
for past issues of SC.  At meetings, a donation of $2 from 
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated. 
First-time visitors and students with ID are welcome on 
a complimentary basis.  
 
Annual HSSB membership dues: $36 for a single 
person, $60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, 
and $300 (or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members 
may subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an 
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided at no charge. 
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a 
check for your membership dues to HSSB, P.O. Box 
30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk. For 
membership information contact Mary Wilk at 
mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772. 
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the 
HSSB website.  

Like us on Facebook  

 

“Faith is not wanting to know what is true” –  
Friedrich Nietzsche 
 
"Moderates ignore the cognitive dissonance 
and get on with their lives." - Sam Harris 
 
"Two great European narcotics, alcohol and 
Christianity" - Friedrich Nietzsche 
 
"The doors leading out of scriptural literalism 
do not open from the inside" - Sam Harris 
 
“God is an ever-receding pocket of scientific 
ignorance” – Neil deGrasse Tyson 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lobbyday.us/
https://csiconference.org/
https://ffrf.org/outreach/convention
mailto:djkrohn@cox.net
mailto:nfaught@verizon.net
http://www.santabarbarahumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/
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Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

 

HSSB Calendar 
 

Tuesday September 17: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
Dinner provided by: Mary Wilk. 
Saturday September 21: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Nikki Chambers, In the Light of Evolution: 
TIES and the Nurturing of Understanding.  Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa 
Barbara. 
Tuesday October 15: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  
Dinner provided by TBD. 
Saturday October 19: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Dr. Joey Chatelain,  A Brief Tour of the Minor 
Bodies in the Solar System.  Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. 

Tuesday November 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend.  
Dinner provided by TBD. 
Saturday November 16: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Barbara Greenleaf humorist and author of 
This Old Body: And 99 Other Reasons to Laugh at Life.  Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los 
Amigos, Santa Barbara. 
 
 
 

Don’t miss our September 
Speaker: a Master Teacher 

from T.I.E.S.  


