
   

 
 

 
 

Join Us for the July Speaker Meeting at Valle Verde: 

Gun Violence: A Public Health Crisis 
 

The tragic problem of gun violence is not a 
political issue but a public health concern 
of epidemic proportions.  Nearly 40,000 
people died from gun violence in the U.S. in 
2018, two thirds of them from suicide. This 
was the highest level of gun violence in 20 
years.  
 

The Coalition Against Gun Violence (CAGV) 
has been working for over 24 years to 
create a safer community, to raise the 
awareness of the potential dangers of 
firearms through education and 
awareness. CAGV supports reasonable gun 
violence prevention legislation to ensure 
gun safety at the local, state, and national 
levels.  CAGV focuses on keeping firearms 
away from irresponsible people.   
 

Our Speaker:  Toni Wellen is the Chair and co-founder of the Coalition Against Gun Violence, a Santa 
Barbara County Coalition with over 40 partner organizations.  Toni, a resident of Carpinteria, is a 
Marriage & Family Therapist.  She previously worked for The National Council on Alcoholism and as an 
elementary school teacher.  Toni earned degrees from the Los Angeles Conservatory of Music, UCLA, UCI, 
and Chapman University.  She and her husband Larry have four children and seven grandchildren. 
 

When:  Saturday, July 20, 2019 
Where:  Valle Verde. 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara, CA. 
Parking: Please park at Veronica Springs Church, 949 Veronica Springs Road.  Free shuttle to and from 
meeting.  No parking at Valle Verde (except for handicapped parking). Shuttle driver has a dedicated 
cellphone: 805-679-3660   
Time:  Doors open at 2:30 pm. Program begins promptly at 3:00 pm 
Meeting Donation:  $2 members, $5 non-members.  Students with ID are free.   
========================================================================== 
After Meeting Buffet Dinner: Join us for dinner at Valle Verde, $25 per person.  We are required to 
provide a firm count for dinner therefore please RSVP to Nan Cisney at cisneynan@gmail.com by 
noon Wednesday,  July 17  if you plan to join us for dinner.   
Parking lot shuttle also available after dinner.   
For More Info: Call 805-769-4772 
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Toni Wellen, Chair, Coalition Against Gun Violence.  Photo 
provided by Toni Wellen. 
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The President’s Column 
The Bladensburg Cross 

By Roger Schlueter 

The Supreme Court has released its decision in 
the American Legion v. American Humanist 
Association case ruling by a 7-2 majority that the 
Bladensburg Cross did not violate the 
Establishment Clause.   This is a setback for the 
preservation of church/state separation so let’s 
take a look at the case with a focus of particular 
concern to us Humanists.  I’ll begin with some 
background. 
 
In 1918, residents of Prince George's County, 
Maryland formed a committee for the purpose 
of erecting a memorial for the county's soldiers 
who fell in World War I.  Eventually, the local 
American Legion took over, completing the 
memorial in 1925.   It is a 32-foot tall Latin cross 
displaying the names of the 49 local soldiers 
who died in WW I.   At its dedication ceremony, 
a Catholic priest gave an invocation; state 
representatives encouraged the community to 
view the monument as “symbolic of Calvary”; 
and the ceremony ended with a benediction 
provided by a Baptist pastor.  The Bladensburg 
cross is, indisputably, a symbol of Christianity. 
 
In 1961, the 
Maryland 
National Capital 
Park and Planning 
Commission 
acquired the cross 
and the land 
where it sits and 
have used 
government funds 
since then to 
maintain the 
cross.  
 
In 2014, the American Humanist Association 
(AHA) and others filed suit in District Court, 
alleging that the cross' presence on public land 
and the Commission's maintenance of the 

memorial violate the First Amendment's 
Establishment Clause. The American Legion 
intervened to defend the cross.  The initial ruling 
in a local court found for the AHA and was 
upheld by the 4th District of Appeals.  The 
Supreme Court has just reversed that ruling. 
 
One might conclude from the 7-2 decision that 
this is a serious blow to the concept of 
church/state separation.  While the results are 
not encouraging by any means, there is reason 
to suspect that not much has changed in First 
Amendment jurisprudence as a result of the 
ruling.  Evidence for this is presented in this 
portion of the syllabus issued by the Court: 
 
“ALITO, J., announced the judgment of the Court 
and delivered the opinion of the Court with 
respect to Parts I, II–B, II–C , III, and IV , in which 
ROBERTS, C. J., and BREYER, KAGAN, and 
KAVANAUGH, JJ., joined, and an opinion with 
respect to Parts II–A and II–D, in which 
ROBERTS, C. J., and BREYER and KAVANAUGH, 
JJ., joined. BREYER, J., filed a concurring opinion, 
in which KAGAN, J., joined. KAVANAUGH, J., filed 
a concurring opinion.  KAGAN, J., filed an opinion 
concurring in part. THOMAS, J., filed an opinion 
concurring in the judgment. GORSUCH, J., filed 
an opinion concurring in the judgment, in which 
THOMAS, J., joined. GINS BURG, J., filed a 
dissenting opinion, in which SOTOMAYOR, J., 
joined.” 
 
What... A… Mess… 
 
One can read this as seven of the Justices agreed 
with the final ruling but could not agree on the 
basis for the decision with some rejecting the 
supporting arguments in toto.  The dissenting 
justices rejected the final decision but agreed 
with some of the arguments made in support of 
the decision.  Consequently, this decision will 
not serve to clarify for the lower courts how to 
rule on First Amendment cases, ensuring that 
more divisive, heated disagreements will 
continue to arrive at the Supreme Court’s 

The Bladensburg cross. Prince 
George’s County, MD. 
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doorstep and will continue to bedevil American 
culture. 
 
The primary issue dividing the justices concerns 
how they should decide such cases.  In the past, 
the Court had formulated what became known 
as the Lemon Test.  This test was formulated in 
1971 in the case of Lemon v. Kurtzman and is 
composed of three prongs: 
 The statute must have a secular legislative 

purpose. 
 The principal or primary effect of the statute 

must neither advance nor inhibit religion. 
 The statute must not result in an “excessive 

government entanglement” with religion. 
 
The third prong is the one most likely to cause 
disagreement on the basis of what “excessive” 
means so in 1984 Justice Sandra Day O’Connor 
wrote what became known as the “Endorsement 
Test” which, in short, states that government 
violates the First Amendment by an 
“endorsement or disapproval of religion”. 
 
Finally the “Coercion Test” is often advocated 
for use by conservative justices and basically 
says that the government can do just about 
anything as long as that doesn’t coerce you to 
participate.  For example, if there is a cross on 
the door of a judge’s chamber, that’s ok as long 
as you are not forced to look at it. 
 
In this case, all three tests were considered in 
one form or another with the majority simply 
ignoring the Lemon Test; Kavanaugh wrote that 
it “is not good law”.  Kagan said it should not be 
used “in this case” but still found it to be “crucial” 
in First Amendment cases.  Ginsburg and 
Sotomayor’s dissent argued that it should 
remain applicable in all cases. 
 
We should not leave this discussion of First 
Amendment tests without acknowledging 
Justice Thomas’ view that “the Establishment 
Clause does not apply to state actions or policies 
at all, and even if it did it would apply only to the 

legislature.  And even when it is applied to a 
legislative action it doesn’t coerce anyone into 
any form of religious belief or practice.” 
(Quoting Ed Brayton’s blog).  Gorsuch 
concurred, arguing that being offended by 
religious symbols does not give one standing to 
object on the basis of the Establishment Clause. 
 
In summary while the Bladensburg has to be 
seen as a setback for advocates of church /state 
separation, it also must be recognized that it 
broke no new ground on such cases and, 
possibly worse, left the jurisprudence on such 
cases in at least as bad a muddle as before this 
ruling.  Better case law remains well beyond our 
judicial horizon. 
 

Why People Believe Weird Things 
Michael Shermer  

5-19-19 
By Robert Bernstein 

Science Salon is a new effort founded by Dr. 
Whitney Detar and supported by the Humanist 
Society, the Skeptics Society, and the Unitarian 
Society to provide science-based programs to 
the Santa Barbara community.  Science Salon 
hopes to appeal to atheist, humanist, or skeptic 

Michael Shermer, at the Santa Barbara Science Salon , 
preparing to deliver his talk. Photo by Robert Bernstein. 



4 The HSSB Secular Circular – July 2019 

parents with children by providing free on-site 
childcare. 
 
Michael Shermer was the inaugural speaker in 
this new series. The Humanist Society had 
featured him as a speaker many years ago.  He is 
well known as a skeptic, a podcaster, and 
publishes Skeptic Magazine.   All attendees 
received a complimentary copy of the current 
issue.  From 2001 until the beginning of this 
year, Shermer had a regular Skeptic column in 
Scientific American. 
 
In his May 19 talk, Shermer focused on the 
difference between science and pseudoscience. 
Philosopher Karl Popper called this the 
“Problem of Demarcation”. There are various 
theories, but nothing definitive. 
 
Shermer has written a book, Why People Believe 
Weird Things, on this topic.  Some of his points: 
 
No one in history has ever self-identified as a 
pseudoscientist! They all think they are 
scientists. 
 
We don't directly see black holes or quarks. 
They are inferred from a mixture of 
observations and theories.  We ask if a claim can 
be tested and whether it is open to change. 
Nobel laureate physicist Feynman noted that if a 
theory disagrees with experiment, the theory is 
wrong. 
 
Shermer took out a device that was sold for $40 
as a golf ball finder.  It resembles a dowsing rod. 
It can dowse for whatever you want.   It was later 
sold to high schools as a purported cannabis 
finder.   When sold for that purpose the price 
was $900!  The creator of this device was 
eventually arrested for mail fraud.  After 9/11 it 
was resurrected as a bomb detector.  In this case 
there was a way to test the efficacy of the device. 
Put the object you are seeking under one of two 
opaque cups.  See if it detects the correct cup at 
a better than chance (50%) rate.  But not 
everything is so easy to test. 

Mysticism lacks external validation.  It is about 
something personally experienced.   
 

He talked of a Joe 
Rogan podcast 
about a place in 
Costa Rica where it 
is possible to take 
supposed mind-

enhancing 
substances like 
ayahuasca.  People 
who have taken the 
substances feel 
certain that they 
have traveled to 
another place or 
even to another 
dimension of 
reality.  But there 
is no external way 
to validate their 

experience.  You could take the substance and 
"validate" the experience for yourself but that 
would not validate it for anyone else. 
 
So, how do we know it is true? Some things are 
subjective truths.  Dark chocolate is better than 
milk chocolate.  "Stairway to Heaven" is the 
greatest rock song ever.  Meditation makes me 
feel better.  Can we measure that? 
 
Shermer refers to Deepak Chopra as his friend.  
Shermer said that Chopra did this meditation 
experience at a delightful retreat center.  It 
would be difficult to separate out the delights of 
the retreat from the meditation effects. 
 
Shermer noted that there is no such thing as 
"alternative medicine."  If it is tested, and it 
works, then it is just "medicine." 
 
Some things seem difficult to measure at first: 
the date of the last dinosaurs, the time of the Big 
Bang, but we have a convergence of evidence 
from different kinds of measurements. 

Shermer, demonstrates the use 
of the golf ball finder/cannabis 
/bomb detection device. Photo 
by Robert Bernstein. 
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He was once skeptical of climate change but 
came to understand the increasing body of 
convergent evidence from different sources.  At 
this point climate change or the Big Bang could 
be disproved, but it is not very likely. 
 
Someone might claim Bigfoot is real based on a 
grainy video.  In biology the standard for a new 
species is a type specimen: "Bring me a body." 
 
Shermer challenged the 9/11 conspiracy 
theorists that that claim it was an inside job.  He 
noted that WikiLeaks released millions of 
documents.  He suggested that somewhere in 
there should have been a clue if it really 
happened that way.  "Lack of evidence is 
evidence of lack."  A 9/11 inside job would 
involve hundreds, if not thousands, of people.  A 
lack of any leaks makes it unlikely to be true. 
 
He described “Carl Sagan's Dragon”: a man 
claims he has a dragon in his garage.  Someone 
comes to see it and just sees paint cans, a bicycle 
and such.  “Ah,” the man claims, “the dragon is 
invisible!” 
 
We decide to sprinkle dust on the floor to detect 
its footprints.  “Oh,” but now the man claims, “it 
hovers above the floor.” Let's try an infrared 
camera. “Oh, but it is cold-blooded.”  What about 
the fire it breathes? “It is a special cold fire.” At 
some point it begs the question: What is the 
difference between that undetectable dragon 
and no dragon at all? 
 
He moved on to the subject of religion and 
miracle claims.  By definition a miracle is 
something that happened just once.  The 
philosopher David Hume said that no testimony 
is ever sufficient to confirm a miracle.  Science 
needs the ability to repeat an experiment to 
replicate it. 
 
Consider that extraordinarily unlikely events 
happen every day.  The odds that you will win 
the lottery may be 300 million to one, but the 

odds that someone will win the lottery are 
nearly 100%. 
 
It is estimated that 100 billion people have lived 
since the beginning of humans.  As far as we 
know, not one has come back from death… 
except that one claim about Jesus. 
 
Isaac Asimov talked about the “Relativity of 
Wrong” in his eponymous book.  Consider the 
shape of the Earth: to say the Earth is flat is 
wrong; to say the Earth is a perfect sphere is also 
wrong, but not as wrong as saying it is flat.  We 
make progress! 
 
Richard Dawkins noted that if there are multiple 
theories, we don't just average the results.  If 
geologists estimate the Earth is 4.6 billion years 
old and the fundamentalist Christians say it is 
10,000 years old, we don't just split the 
difference and say the Earth is about 2.3 billion 
years old! 
 
Shermer has been on the Joe Rogan show five 
times.  He feels Rogan is getting more skeptical 
over time.  Rogan had Bob Lazar on the show 
claiming he saw fifty aliens at a military base.  
Through the Freedom of Information Act we 
know he was never on the base.  Lazar also 
claimed to have attended MIT or Caltech.  No, he 
didn't. "Sometimes people just make s**t up." 
 
The Three Christs of Ypsilanti is a case study of 
three schizophrenics who each thought they 
were Jesus.  When they were put together, they 
each thought the others were delusional! 
 
The same thing happens with UFO conspiracy 
people who think the other UFO conspiracy 
people are crazy. 
 
No one joins a cult thinking it is a cult.  Jim Jones 
was a real civil rights leader who went on to 
believe nonsense things with tragic results.  It is 
possible to be very smart and also to hold 
nonsensical beliefs. 
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Most of us know little about climate science.  We 
rely on the experts. They argue amongst 
themselves and come to consensus.  A climate 
crisis denier may not really be making climate 
claims.  A Republican may be "signaling" 
opposition to regulations.  It can be a tribal 
thing: being a climate crisis denier provides 
credit within the tribe. 
 
Similarly, 
anti-vaxxers 
know little 
about 
vaccines. It is 
painful to 
listen to 
Robert 
Kennedy, Jr. 
speak on the 
subject. 
 
One of the 
chapters in 
Why People 
Believe Weird 
Things, is 
entitled, "Hope Springs Eternal".  Humans by 
nature are forward thinking.  This can cause 
people to grasp at crazy ideas but it has also 
given us reason and science which can truly help 
us understand our world. 
 
A middle school teacher expressed his 
frustration that students think everything is just 
a matter of opinion or perspective. 
 
Shermer attributes this to the rise of post-
modernism and the idea that there are no 
"privileged truths" and that Western science is 
based on oppression and patriarchy. 
 
In the hard sciences your economic status or 
gender identification does not matter: 
verification demonstrates what is true.  In the 
social sciences it can be more difficult.  For 
example, there is no "correct" tax plan or “best” 

economic theory.  It depends what you want to 
achieve. 
 
I challenged this claim and I side with Sam 
Harris in doing so.  I argue that there is evidence 
for different economic systems and tax plans 
achieving better outcomes in terms of personal 
fulfillment, happiness, and societal 
sustainability. 
 
Shermer said that is the advantage of having 
many states.  Each can experiment.  He claims 
that on the divisive issue of abortion rights there 
are "complex" conflicts of rights.  And he claims 
that on gun policy, "We need more data." 
 
Another listener asked how Trump can spread 
delusional comments and his followers stay 
loyal. Shermer noted that evolution did not 
evolve our senses to be accurate.  We evolved to 
spread our genes.  We are safer when we stay 
with our tribe. 
 
Shermer did a course for the Teaching Company 
on conspiracy theories.  He noted that some 
conspiracy theories are true.  Corporations 
really do lie about their products.  Governments 
really do lie.  The CIA really did conduct mind 
control experiments on unwitting subjects in the 
1950s and beyond. 
 
But not everything is a conspiracy.  Shermer told 
a joke about a man getting to heaven.  He had the 
chance to ask a question he had all his life.  “Who 
killed Kennedy?”  “It was Oswald.”  “The 
conspiracy goes even higher than I thought!” 
 
The U.S. really did overthrow democratically 
elected governments.  This makes it easier to 
imagine it does other “bad” things abroad even 
when it’s not true. 
 
A woman who helped organize the event wanted 
to know how to be a happy humanist rather than 
an angry atheist.  Shermer said he is optimistic 
by nature and emphasized that a skeptic is not a 

HSSB Board Members, Clover 
Brodhead Gowing and Nan Cisney at 
the Santa Barbara Science Salon. 
Photo by Robert Bernstein. 
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cynic.  The key is to know what you believe and 
what you stand for. 
 
There have been several Humanist Manifestos 
written since the 1930s.  Shermer wrote one 
himself.  The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights is quite good and stands up today after 
seventy years.  Things are getting better. And 
science helps! 

 

July Santa Barbara Science Salon:  
The Myths of Vaccination and Psychology of 

Antivaccination  
 
HSSB and the Skeptics Society are co-sponsoring 
the July Santa Barbara Science Salon featuring 
its founder, Dr. Whitney Detar, an autism expert, 
speaking on the anti-vaccination trend.   
 
Despite scientific consensus that vaccines are 
effective and safe, there's a growing trend of 
parents choosing not to vaccinate their children. 
Anti-vaccination myths are contributing to the 
trend. She will review the science, the 
contributing psychological factors, and what can 
be done to reverse the trend.  
 
Dr. Whitney J. Detar is a faculty member in 
Psychology at California State University, 

Channel Islands. She received her Ph.D. in 
Special Education, Disabilities, and 
Developmental Risk from the University of 
California, Santa 
Barbara 
specializing in 
Autism. She was 
a Parent 
educator, 
Supervisor, and 
Researcher at 
the renowned 
UCSB Koegel 
Autism Center. 
She currently 
teaches 
undergraduate 
and graduate 
students in Psychology, Education, Human 
Motivation, Parenting and other related fields. 
She supervises and consults with BCBAs, chairs 
doctoral dissertation committees, and travels 
around the world giving guest lectures and 
conducting trainings for professionals in 
intervention for Autism Spectrum Disorders. 
 
When:  Sun, July 28, 2019, 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM  
Where: Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara, 
1535 Santa Barbara Street, Santa Barbara, CA 
93101 
Cost: $10 for students with ID and $20 for 
others.  An issue of 
Skeptics magazine, 
wine, and small bites 
included.  Register 
here. Free childcare 
provided on site at 
Starr-King facilities for 
ages 2-10.  Infants are 
welcome to be carried 
in the event.  Email 
sbsciencesalon@gmail.com at least a week in 
advance to reserve a childcare spot after 
registering.  The Santa Barbara Science Salon is 
a humanist, science-based community 
organization cosponsored by the Santa Barbara 
Humanist Society and the Skeptics Society. 

Dr. Whitney Detar, founder of 
Santa Barbara Science Salon, 
Photo by Robert Bernstein. 

Submitted By Nan Cisney. 

http://bit.ly/sbsciencesalonjuly
http://bit.ly/sbsciencesalonjuly
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HSSB Homework Assignment:  
Suggested Preparation For August Meeting 

 
Our HSSB speaker in August will be Denise M. 

Gragg, the Director of the Associate Defender 

Office in Orange County California.  Denise has 

spent her career representing indigent defendants in 

capital cases.  She is a strong opponent of the death 

penalty with family ties to Santa Barbara. 

 

She recommends the following reading list for 

those interested in further educating themselves 

prior to her talk: 

1. Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy- A Story of Justice 

and Redemption,  

2. Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow 

3. Sister Helen Prejean, Dead Man Walking- An 

Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the 

United States,  

4. Sister Helen Prejean, The Death of Innocents,  

5. Emily Bazelon, Charged- The New Movement 

to Transform American Prosecution and End 

Mass Incarceration. 

Also, On June 26, HBO released a documentary, 

True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight For 

Equality.  This documentary is available FOR 

FREE for 30 days.  Access it here: HBO’s 
website. 

 

The Religious Right: Reconsidering 

Democracy? 

[Reprintted from The Week, June 28, 2019. 

Submitted by Nan Cisney.] 

Anguished by their defeats in the culture wars, 

some religious conservatives are beginning to 

wonder “whether liberal democracy’s time has 

passed,” said Adam Serwer in 

TheAtlantic.com.  In a recent article in the 

religious journal, First Things, Catholic writer 

Sohrab Ahmari bluntly accuses libertarian-

leaning conservatives of enabling liberals’ 

degradation of American society.  Too many 

conservative intellectuals, Ahmari argues, have 

passively accepted the Left’s victories on issues 

such as same-sex marriage and transgender 

rights out of a misguided concern over “civility” 

and individual liberty—leaving the Christian-

based moral order teetering on the edge of total 

destruction.  Conservatives must “fight the 

culture war with the aim of defeating the 

enemy,” he writes, imposing their worldview on 

the country by any means necessary, so as to 

serve “the Highest Good.” 

Ahmari has a point, said Ben Domenech in 

TheFederalist.com.  Progressives are “bent on 

utter and total destruction of everything 

American Christians hold dear,” including even 

their right to express their “offensive views” in 

public.  It’s time for social conservatives to 

accept that “we have reached a point in America 

https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/true-justice-bryan-stevensons-fight-for-equality
https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/true-justice-bryan-stevensons-fight-for-equality
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where politeness and decency is no longer the 

best approach to politics.”  That’s why so many 

Christians have embraced Trump’s “more brutal 

approach” to politics.  Sorry, but if conservatives 

go down this path, they’re just as bad “as the 

leftists they disdain,” said Steven Greenhut in 

Reason.com.  Ahmari doesn’t say exactly how he 

would impose his vision of morality on the 

country.  But “one needn’t take too many leaps 

to see where this populist-religious 

conservatism is headed.” 

I’m flummoxed by this debate, said Michelle 

Goldberg in The New York Times.  

Conservatives control the presidency, the 

Senate, and the Supreme Court, and Trump is 

installing dozens of far-right Christian judges in 

federal courts.  Nevertheless, social 

conservatives “feel apocalyptically embattled.”  

It’s worth noting that Ahmari started this debate 

after being triggered by an advertisement for a 

Drag Queen Story Hour for children at a public 

library—an event he called “demonic.”  Do 

Christians really face an existential threat 

because drag queens are no longer universally 

reviled?  What really infuriates Ahmari and 

people like him is that he now has to live in a 

society where his social and religious views no 

longer dictate how other people live.  “When 

one is accustomed to privilege, equality feels 

like oppression.”   [Bold added] 

 

Translating Secular Literature to Arabic & 
Beyond: The Translations Project 

By Judy Flattery 
 

As a “Patron” of Ali Rizvi and Armin Navabi’s 
Secular Jihadist podcast, I am able to participate 
in the creation of podcast episodes, watching 
them real time on-line as they are being 
recorded.  I am able to type in questions and 
comments to the hosts as well as engage in 
conversations with other participants and 
listeners.  My first time doing this was in June, on 
Episode 105, featuring Melissa Krawczyk.  
 
Five years ago, Melissa Krawczyk wanted to be a 
missionary and Bible translator and despised 

Submitted By Roger Schlueter 

http://secularjihadists.libsyn.com/ep105
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Richard Dawkins. Today, she is the Director of 
his foundation's Translations Project, which (in 
collaboration with the Center for Inquiry) is 
committed to translating secular and atheist 
literature to Arabic and other languages across 
the Muslim world.  She has also worked with the 
foundation's Secular Rescue project, which 
helps persecuted atheists escape from 
oppressive countries.  Melissa is a multi-lingual 
engineer who has studied Arabic for nearly 
fifteen years.  
 
Melissa’s story was fascinating; however, I must 
admit that my favorite part of the podcast was at 
the end when I typed in my thanks to Ali Rizvi 
for speaking to HSSB in the spring of 2017.  He 
read the comment out loud and then praised 
HSSB saying “You have a great group of Atheists 
in Santa Barbara—it’s an impressive group and 
Santa Barbara is such a beautiful place!”  He 
went on to say that he and Sam Harris have 
spoken about HSSB and that both of them 
appreciated being able to promote their story 
and their books to our group. 
 
Although those informal comments were edited 
out from the published public version of the 
podcast, if you listen to Episode 105  you can 
hear Ali and Armin both saying thanks and bye 
to “Judy” (among others) at the end… that was 
my thrill for the month!  
 
 

 
 

2019 HSSB 
Solstice Picnic: 

Roger Schlueter 
receives thank you 
gifts for his many 
years of service to 

HSSB 

Collaborating on 
the team quiz 

Thanks to the Picnic 
Committee for a job 

well done! 

Thanks to Anne Rojas, the 
quizmaster 

HSSB Picnic 
Photos by 

Marian 
Shapiro 

http://secularjihadists.libsyn.com/ep105
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Non HSSB Events of Interest 

Upcoming Events in California:  
 July 5: Beach Clean-up & Potluck. Satanic 

Temple, Santa Cruz. 2pm Seabright Beach, 
Santa Cruz.  

 July 21: LogiCal-LA: Speakers and schedule 
TBA. Lakewood.  http://logicalla.com/ 

 July 28: Santa Barbara Science Salon: The 
Myths of Vaccination and Psychology of 
Antivaccination .  Register here. 

 September 14: Santa Barbara Day of Caring.  
Join your fellow humanists in supporting 
organizations throughout our beautiful city. 
Sponsored by the United Way of Santa 
Barbara County. 

 
Upcoming Events Outside of California: 

 August 9-11: Skepticon 2019.  This is a 
skeptic/freethinker/educational conference 
that is held annually in St. Louis. It is the 
largest, free, skeptic conference in the 
nation.  St. Louis, MO. https://skepticon.org/ 

 October 16-20: CSICon 2019. The 
Flamingo Resort, Las Vegas.  Register at 

https://csiconference.org/ 

 October 18-20: Freedom From Religion 
Foundation Annual Convention. Madison WI.  
For more information and to register: 
https://ffrf.org/outreach/convention 

 

“Human culture has enormous inertia, and our 
traditional in/out group and religious memes 
run deep.  However our ways of thinking are, 
fortunately, continuously and relentlessly 
shaped by reality.  The influence of reality has 
already helped us progress rapidly over the 
centuries.  Evidence and reason-based thinking 
proves its worth every day—there is no viable 
alternative to slowly, skeptically becoming less 
wrong by observing reality and testing our 
thinking against it.”    - Jamie Woodhouse, Free 
Inquiry, April/May 2019, p 35. 
 
“The cause is so noble that the outcome doesn’t 
matter.” – Winston Churchill 

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

Acting President: Roger Schlueter, drrogers@cox.net 

Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net 

Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@verizon.net 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, David Echols, 

Judy Flattery, Mary Wilk, Nan Cisney,  

Clover Brodhead Gowing, Colin Gordon   

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 

midnight, the last day of each month. 

 
HSSB Speaker meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday 
of each month at 3:00 pm, in the Theater Room at Valle 
Verde, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. June 
and December social events are held elsewhere. 
 

Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service 805 

679-3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949 

Veronica Springs Rd., Santa Barbara.  No parking at 
Valle Verde unless you have a handicapped parking 
placard. 
 
Check our web site: www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 
for past issues of SC At meetings, a donation of $2 from 
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated. 
First-time visitors and students with ID are welcome on 
a complimentary basis.  
 
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single 
person, $60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, 
and $300 (or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members 
may subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an 
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided at no charge. 
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a 
check for your membership dues to HSSB, P.O. Box 
30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk. For 
membership information contact Mary Wilk at 
mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772. 
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the 
HSSB website.  

Like us on Facebook  

 

http://logicalla.com/
http://bit.ly/sbsciencesalonjuly
https://skepticon.org/
https://csiconference.org/
https://ffrf.org/outreach/convention
mailto:drrogers@cox.net
mailto:djkrohn@cox.net
mailto:nfaught@verizon.net
http://www.santabarbarahumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/


   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                            
                                           

 
 

  

              

Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

 

HSSB Calendar 
 

Tuesday July 16: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday July 20: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Toni Wellen, Gun Violence: A Public Health Crisis.  
Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. 

 
Tuesday August 13: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday August 17: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Denise M. Gragg.  Confessions of a Public 
Defender.  Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. 
 
Tuesday September 17: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday September 21: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: TBD.  Location: Valle Verde Theater,  
900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. 
 
 


