
The County is excited to announce the kick-off of a new medication collection 
program funded and operated by the pharmaceutical industry. Resulting from an 
ordinance passed by the Board of Supervisors, the new program provides residents 
with a free and convenient way to dispose of unwanted household medications. 
Over-the-counter and prescription medications are accepted at participating 
collection sites throughout the county. In March, MED-Project, the organization 
implementing the program, installed kiosks at the following locations:

More collection sites will be added in coming months. Residents can find the latest list of 
locations on MED-Project’s website at https://med-project.org/locations/santa-barbara

• Lompoc Valley Medical Center at 1515 E. Ocean Avenue in Lompoc
• Stars Pharmacy at 830 Cabrillo Highway in Guadalupe
• La Joya Pharmacy at 1115 W. Main Street in Santa Maria
• Medicine Shoppe at 3605 State Street in Santa Barbara
• San Ysidro Pharmacy at 1498 E. Valle Road in Montecito
• Santa Barbara Police Department at 215 E. Figueroa Street in Santa Barbara
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Questions? Call 963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com

JOIN US AT THE 2019 EARTH DAY FESTIVAL!

Additionally, the County continues to accept unwanted household medications at each of the Sheriff’s substations 
through its innovative Operation Medicine Cabinet Program. More information about the proper disposal of 
medications can be found on the County’s waste reduction website, www.LessIsMore.org/meds.

The Community Environmental Council (CEC) will 
host the 49th Annual Santa Barbara Earth Day 
Festival at Alameda Park Saturday, April 27 and 
Sunday, April 28, 2019. The 2019 festival – which 
is free to attend – is broken into zones, each created 
around a specific theme. In addition, there will be 
two full days of live music performances, speakers, 
the largest Green Car Show on the Central Coast, 
family programming, and the presentation of an 
Environmental Hero Award.

Santa Barbara Earth Day Festival began in 1970 as 
Community Environmental Council’s first opportunity 
to educate the public about dirty energy fossil fuels, 
inspire our community to find solutions, and take action 
at the grass roots level. Now, 49 years later, the need 
for community activism to protect our environment is 
greater than ever. Join us at the park this April to help 
us craft the path forward. MarBorg Industries is proud 
to be a sponsor of the 2019 Santa Barbara Earth Day 
Festival. Stop by MarBorg’s Earth Day booth for an 
upcycled butterfly kids’ craft and activities!

For more information on Santa Barbara Earth Day,  
go to www.SBEarthDay.org, email info@cecmail.org   

or call 963-0583 ext. 100.



Backyard Composting

Learn to Compost for Free – Visit www.LessIsMore.org/workshops to find out when the 
next backyard composting workshop will be in your area. For more information call: 882-3618.

The Santa Barbara County Public 
Works Department supports 
alternatives to throwing food 
scraps and yard waste into your 
trash. Organics that enter the 
landfill release potent methane gas 
and contribute to climate change. 

“When you compost at home, 
leftover food scraps and plant 
materials are naturally recycled 
into nutrient-rich compost for your 
garden, and valuable resources are 
kept out of the landfill,” explained 
Sam Dickinson, a Program 
Specialist with the Department.  
This is a great way for you to 
reduce your environmental impact. 
Santa Barbara County makes it 
easy to compost with half price 
compost bins for sale as well as 
FREE workshops!



What happens to an item that you toss into the blue container? Typically, 
it is recycled into a new product, keeping it out of the landfill and saving 
valuable natural resources. But what if that item can’t be recycled? If that 
item actually belongs in the trash, then it is considered contamination. 
Contamination is a dirty word, but our guide below will help you keep your 
containers (and conscience) clean.

RECYCLING CONTAMINATION

• Putting non-recyclables in the recycling 
 ✧ Common examples include plastic bags, food, liquid,  
     yard waste, tissues, and paper towels 
 ✧ Sometimes people hope an item is recyclable – also  
     known as “wishcycling” - so they place it into the blue  
     container even though it belongs in the trash

• Putting dirty recyclables (like unrinsed food containers) in the recycling

Contamination can mean:

• Film plastics – When collected in a commingled recycling program, 
like your blue cart, these plastics are often contaminated with food 
waste and glass shards, so they cannot be recovered. Examples of 
film plastics include bubble wrap, plastic shopping bags, and the 
bags used for bread, produce and newspapers. 

• Food and liquid – Moisture prevents paper from being recycled, so it 
is destined for the landfill.

• Clothing – Unwanted clothing will get a second chance at life if it is 
donated to a thrift store, but not if it is placed in a MarBorg container.

• Styrofoam – Not only is this lightweight plastic incredibly difficult 
to recycle, but it also breaks apart very easily and often enters our 
waterways as pollution. 

• Electronics – While many electronics can be recycled, they must be 
taken to an appropriate electronic waste recycling facility to do so. 

Common contaminants:

• Increases the cost of processing recyclables
• Contamination can result in some recyclables going to landfill

Why is contamination a problem?

• Reduce the amount of materials you purchase in the first place!
• Reuse items multiple times before recycling or disposing of them
• Rinse or wipe food residue out of recyclables (they should be dry and 

mostly clean)
• Contact the County of Santa Barbara and/or MarBorg to find out 

which items go in your trash, recycling, and green waste containers

How to help:

COMMON CONTAMINANTS

FILM PLASTICS

FOOD AND LIQUID

CLOTHING

STYROFOAM

ELECTRONICS
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Plastic  
Bags  
are  

Trash!
All of these film plastics 

are trash*

Not recycling*

Questions? Call 963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com

To learn more about why plastic bags 
and film plastics are now trash visit 

lessismore.org 


