
What happens to an item that you toss into the blue container? Typically, 
it is recycled into a new product, keeping it out of the landfill and saving 
valuable natural resources. But what if that item can’t be recycled? If that 
item actually belongs in the trash, then it is considered contamination. 
Contamination is a dirty word, but our guide below will help you keep your 
containers (and conscience) clean.

• Putting non-recyclables in the recycling 
 ✧ Common examples include plastic bags, food, liquid,  
     yard waste, tissues, and paper towels 
 ✧ Sometimes people hope an item is recyclable – also  
     known as “wishcycling” - so they place it into the blue  
     container even though it belongs in the trash

• Putting dirty recyclables (like unrinsed food containers) in the recycling

Contamination can mean:

• Film plastics – When collected in a commingled recycling program, 
like your blue cart, these plastics are often contaminated with food 
waste and glass shards, so they cannot be recovered. Examples of 
film plastics include bubble wrap, plastic shopping bags, and the 
bags used for bread, produce and newspapers. 

• Food and liquid – Moisture prevents paper from being recycled, so it 
is destined for the landfill.

• Clothing – Unwanted clothing will get a second chance at life if it is 
donated to a thrift store, but not if it is placed in a MarBorg container.

• Styrofoam – Not only is this lightweight plastic incredibly difficult 
to recycle, but it also breaks apart very easily and often enters our 
waterways as pollution. 

• Electronics – While many electronics can be recycled, they must be 
taken to an appropriate electronic waste recycling facility to do so. 

Common contaminants:

• Increases the cost of processing recyclables
• Contamination can result in some recyclables going to landfill

Why is contamination a problem?

• Reduce the amount of materials you purchase in the first place!
• Reuse items multiple times before recycling or disposing of them
• Rinse or wipe food residue out of recyclables (they should be dry and 

mostly clean)
• Contact the County of Santa Barbara and/or MarBorg to find out 

which items go in your trash, recycling, and green waste containers

How to help:

COMMON CONTAMINANTS

FILM PLASTICS

FOOD AND LIQUID

CLOTHING

STYROFOAM

ELECTRONICS

Questions? Call 963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com
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MarBorg Industries is giving you greater flexibility when disposing of bulky waste! Curbside Bulky Waste 
collections may be scheduled on the FIRST TUESDAY of every month. Each residential customer will be able to 
schedule FOUR of these curbside pick-ups per calendar year. 

If you have any questions, or would like to schedule any of your bulky waste collection days, please call our 
office at (805) 963-1852. Call us to schedule a clean-up by the Friday before the requested collection day.

Alert our customer service representative if you have bulky items, electronic items, or both. Place your items at 
the curb by 6 a.m. on the day of the pickup, or the night before.

MarBorg’s next City of Buellton Hazardous Waste Collection Day is on 
Saturday, May 4, 2019, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Hazardous Waste Collection Days 
take place at the Buellton Wastewater Treatment Plant at 79 Industrial Way  
and are FREE to residents of the City of Buellton only. 

Examples of Household Hazardous Waste accepted include:
Automotive fluids, batteries, cleaners, gardening supplies,  
fluorescent bulbs, medications, paint, pool chemicals, etc.

Hazardous Waste Collection Day

NO explosive, radioactive, or biological material   
NO ammunition   NO controlled substances

The Santa Barbara County Public Works 
Department is currently offering discounted 
compost bins. Bins are available at the South 
Coast Recycling and Transfer Station located 
at 4430 Calle Real, Santa Barbara from Monday  
to Saturday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information on creating your own nutrient 
rich compost for your garden call 882-3618, or visit 
www.LessIsMore.org/compost.

Discounted 
Compost Bins



HOW TO RECYCLE  BATTERIES!
1. Tape the ends of each battery with 

electrical, masking, or duct tape so 
that the poles are not exposed.

2. Put the taped batteries in a clear 
plastic bag.

3. Place the bag on top of (not inside) 
your blue recycling container on your 
recycling collection day.

In order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and meet statewide recycling goals, California has enacted 
two mandatory programs to divert recyclables from landfills.

• Subscribe to recycling collection service with an approved hauler,  
like MarBorg

• Self-haul to permitted solid waste facility or buy back center
• Arrange for the pickup of recyclable materials
• Subscribe to a recycling service that may include mixed waste 

processing that yields diversion results comparable to source separation

AB 341 – California’s Commercial Recycling
All businesses that generate four cubic yards of trash per week, and multifamily 
residential dwellings of 5 units or more, must arrange for recycling services. 
Businesses can take one or any combination of the following actions in order to 
reuse, recycle, or otherwise divert solid waste from disposal:

AB 1826 – California’s Commercial Organics Recycling

In 2014, the State of California adopted Assembly Bill No. 1826, a mandatory 
commercial organics recycling law that took effect in 2016. “Organic waste” 
means food waste, green waste, landscape and pruning waste, nonhazardous 
wood waste, and food-soiled paper that is mixed in with food waste.

As of January 1, 2019, it is the law that businesses and multifamily residential 
dwellings of 5 units or more that generate four cubic yards of solid waste per 
week should recycle their organic waste. If this applies to you, or if you are unsure, 
please contact Sarah Stark at sstark@marborg.com or (805) 963-1852.

ARE YOU COMPLIANT?

AB 341

AB 1826



Plastic  
Bags  
are  

Trash!
All of these film plastics 

are trash*

Not recycling*

To learn more about why plastic bags 
and film plastics are now trash visit 

lessismore.org 
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