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Join Us for the March Speaker Meeting at Valle Verde:

The Assassination of Martin Luther King
Justice Robert Benham will discuss the history of the strike by the sanitation workers in
Memphis, Tennessee that brought King to demonstrate with the strikers and led to his
assassination. He will also present a history of James Earl Ray's movements and history
leading up to, and after the killing.
Our Speaker:

Robert Benham retired to Santa Barbara in
2013. Previously he served for over 15 years as Judge, Division 1 of the
Probate Court of Shelby County Tennessee. Judge Benham received both
his undergraduate and law degrees from Vanderbilt University, served
two years with the U.S. Treasury Department and was in the private
practice of law in Memphis, Tennessee for 33 years. In Memphis he was
long active in civic affairs and quasi-governmental affairs serving for 8
years on the Board of Memphis Light Gas and Water Division, the largest
three service municipal utility in the United States. He chaired that Board
for 5 years. Judge Benham served as President of the Memphis Junior
Chamber of Commerce when it brought the Special Olympics to
Memphis, initiated Big Brothers and hosted the Chinese table tennis
team on the first cultural exchange between our countries following
President Nixon's trip to China. He served on numerous other boards. He
and his wife are active in Vistas here in Santa Barbara where they have
both been presenters. His wife, Ann, is a noted author having had six
books published in the field of early childhood education.

Retired Judge Robert Benham

When: Saturday, March 16, 2019
Photo Source:
http://www.tsc.state.tn.us.
Where: Valle Verde. 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa
Barbara, CA.
Parking: Please park at Veronica Springs Church, 949 Veronica Springs Road. Free shuttle
to and from meeting. No parking at Valle Verde (except for handicapped parking)
Time: Doors open at 2.30 pm. Program begins promptly at 3.00 pm
Donation: $2 members, $5 non-members. Students with ID are free.
Optional Buffet Dinner: After the Meeting at Valle Verde, $25. Reservations required.
RSVP to Nan Cisney at cisneynan@gmail.com by noon Wednesday, March 13. Shuttle also
available after dinner. Shuttle driver has a dedicated cellphone: 805-679-3660
For More Info: Call 805-769-4772
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The President’s Column
Project Blitz

By Roger Schlueter
A United States Congress caucus is a group of
members that meets to pursue common
legislative objectives. There are hundreds of
caucuses that range from the very large and
influential to small and seldom, if ever, heard of.
Two of the largest are the Democratic and
Republican party caucuses.
Smaller ones
include the Bipartisan Congressional Polycystic
Ovarian Syndrome Caucus, the Congressional
Candy Caucus, the Congressional Rock and Roll
Caucus, the House Wire and Wire Products
Caucus and the No Political Action Committee
Caucus to name just a few I selected at random.
The focus of most caucuses are obvious from
their titles but that last one is a bit of a mystery
to me.
The Congressional Prayer Caucus, chaired by
Mark Walker (R-NC), a Baptist pastor, promotes
a fundamentalist right-wing Christian agenda.
To that end it has formed an allied organization
called the Congressional Prayer Caucus
Foundation (CPCF link) that claims to be a “nonprofit, non-partisan, non-political organization.”
I’ll accept that the CPCF is a non-profit but the
other two claims don’t pass the laugh test. The
“Congressional Advisory Members” consist of
20 Republican Senators and Representatives;
that’s hardly non-partisan. Since it was founded
by a Congressional caucus, the claim to be nonpolitical is just silly.
In order to further their agenda, the CPCF has
begun Project Blitz. The stated purpose of
Project Blitz is “To protect the free exercise of
traditional Judeo-Christian religious values and
beliefs in the public square, and to reclaim and
properly define the narrative which supports
such beliefs.” (my bold)
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The two phrases in bold are worthy of comment.
It doesn’t take much imagination to figure out
that “traditional” justifies a number of positions
that fundamentalist Christianity holds today.
First and foremost is the rationale for policies
and legislation enabling discrimination against
LGBT people and, with that, efforts to restrict
marriage to heterosexual couples. While samesex marriage now seems to be well established
in law, hostility to LGBT people remains too
common an occurrence in America.
However, “traditional” encompasses more than
just LGBT discrimination. It also justifies the
“traditional” notion of women as subservient to
men and, more generally, a sense of misogyny
that pervades fundamentalist Christianity. As
you might expect, along with this attitude is the
notion that Humanists of all stripes - atheist,
freethinker, unaffiliated, etc. - are to be scorned
and certainly not to be heard from in political
discourse.
The phrase “in the public square” is very
important because it means that their version of
Christianity is not to be restricted to their
families and houses of worship but that it must
be proclaimed and followed at both the national
and state levels. It means their brand of
Christianity must influence and guide legislation
even if explicit mention of God and Christianity
is not allowed. Lastly, and possibly most
importantly, it directly leads to proactive
political action at all levels of government.
At the present time, Project Blitz appears to be
focusing on a number of legislative efforts
ranging from the rather mundane to extremely
important. In the former category is their effort
to have license plates include the national motto.
Far more important are efforts to get the bible
back into school curricula by “teaching” bible
history. The problem is that while this is
conceptually acceptable, practically the actual
instruction depends heavily on the quality of the
instructor and the detailed syllabus. In states
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The Apparent Limits of Neuroscience
& Consciousness Studies
Joe White discussion 2-16-19
By Robert Bernstein
Joe White was Chair of the SBCC Philosophy
Department for many years and offered to speak
to the Humanist Society on "Neuroscience and
Phenomenal Consciousness." He thinks this was
his sixth talk to the Humanist Society.
Source:
https://www.flhsmv.gov/dmv/specialtytags/miscellaneous/In
GodWeTrust.html

that pursue this, I think we all know that
proselytization will pervade the actual course
work.
But there is good news: BlitzWatch (BlitzWatch
link) is a project of a coalition of national civil
rights and religious freedom organizations
committed to protecting equality for all
Americans.
Included are well known
freethought organizations such as American
Atheists, Freedom from Religion Foundation
and the Secular Coalition for America but it also
includes others such as Jews for a Secular
Government and the Interfaith Alliance.
BlitzWatch monitors legislative efforts to
advance Christian fundamentalism and works to
advise legislators of the dangers of Project Blitz
legislation.
I applaud BlitzWatch for their efforts at the state
and local level. As far as I can tell from a search
of all proposed legislation in California, they are
not active here which is understandable from a
political perspective. California, at least right
now, is not fertile ground for the growth of
Christian fundamentalism.
Project Blitz states, and I think we may all agree
that,

“Freedom is never more than one
generation away from extinction.”

White noted that many think that philosophy is
more like religion than science. "Really, it is
neither. Philosophy has its own methods."
He opened this discussion of consciousness with
this video of a color blind man seeing color for
the first time thanks to a special pair of glasses.
The glasses filter out specific wavelengths of
light, which are erroneously stimulating BOTH
the red and green cones simultaneously thus
causing the user to experience more greyed-out
color tones where distinct red and green
“should” be. Once these wavelengths are filtered
out, the user experiences some colors (“That’s
Orange???”) for the first time.
https://youtu.be/aVN1g3N89Ow
There are other such videos, including people
experiencing sound for the first time with a
cochlear implant. Intense emotion, often with
crying, is almost always part of the reaction.
White asked: “Has the color-blind person
actually discovered something new?” People
have wondered about this type of experiential,
subjective, privileged knowledge type of
question for 400 years or more.
The "New Mysterians" are individuals who hold
the philosophical position that the Homo
sapiens species does not have the ability to
address and resolve these types of questions
involving subjective conscious experience.
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[Editor’s note:
Wikipedia defines New
mysterianism “or commonly just mysterianism—
[as] a philosophical position proposing that
the hard problem of consciousness cannot be
resolved by humans. The unresolvable problem is
how to explain the existence of qualia (i.e.
individual instances of subjective, conscious
experience). In terms of the various schools
of philosophy of mind, mysterianism is a form
of nonreductive
physicalism.
Some
"mysterians" state their case uncompromisingly
(Colin McGinn has said that consciousness is "a
mystery that human intelligence will never
unravel"); others believe merely that
consciousness is not within the grasp of present
human
understanding,
but
may
be
comprehensible to future advances of science
and technology.”
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_mysterianism]
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https://philosophynow.org/issues/99/What_Did_Mary_Kn
ow)

At this point in the talk, White paused to explain
how he got here. He was raised Catholic and
went to seminary for four years. His mission
was to save souls. He was taught that the
humans have both a body and a soul. The body
has a birth day and a death day. The soul comes
into the body during the "quickening" of
pregnancy (when the mother first experiences
fetal movement) and is immortal ever after.
According to Catholic teachings, the soul can
leave the body and retain its identity. Many
religions have their own version of this. Some
religions have earlier lives and later lives.
Muslim martyrs believe they will go to an
afterlife with many virgins as a reward.
The idea of a person having both a body and soul
is known as "substance dualism" (but White
says no one told him that at the time). As he
continued his studies he realized that most of his
science teachers were "monists" which means
they believed there is only one kind of thing in
the universe (e.g. the body but not the soul).
Post-Darwin saw a drift toward physicalism: i.e.
that there was “one thing” in the universe and it
was “physical stuff”.

Joe White & assembled attendees. Photo Credit: Robert
Bernstein

The question, proposed in a 1982 paper by
Professor Frank Jackson and known to many as
"Mary the color scientist" posits a scenario in
which a color scientist, who knows everything
there is to know about the perception of color,
lives in a black and white room and has never
personally experienced color. She goes out into
the world one day and sees her first red apple.
Has she, the world expert on color, learned
anything new—and if so, what? (Source:

“To a monist, where do non-physical things fit
in? They don't. You don't need them. This is not
a rehearsal for the afterlife. This is the show.”
White reports that Descartes was a dualist. He
wondered how the soul and body actually
interact. For example, how does the mind’s
conscious intention to raise one’s hand express
itself in the physical world as an actual raised
hand? How does that work? Descartes knew
anatomy and suspected the pineal gland, with its
strategic location between the two hemispheres,
was where mind and body meet to cross the
divide.
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time that transcends any amount of information
one could have collected about color prior to
experiencing it.
The same goes for all phenomenal "qualia" we
experience, whether it is the taste of a lemon or
an orgasm. White said that makes me a property
dualist. Perhaps. I make no claims of having an
answer or an explanation. I just think this is a
real problem that needs an answer.

SBCC Professor Emeritus, Joe White.
Robert Bernstein

Photo Credit:

The body and brain have measurable
parameters. The “mind” does not. Perhaps there
was a category error. “Who spilled the water?
January 3? How can the number 7 burn the
toast? Heavy thoughts don't weigh more.”
White was perplexed. He arrived at an
observation made by Descartes: “You can doubt
facts about the physical world. But you can't
doubt the very experience you are having. You
may get your height wrong. But you can't be
wrong about being in pain.”
Different members of the audience raised
questions. White responded thoughtfully. But in
most cases he tried to identify the philosophy
they were espousing. Often without realizing
they held an identifiable philosophy.
Most Humanists who spoke seemed to be some
version of monist/physicalist. White noted that
before Watson and Crick identified the structure
of DNA in 1953, this essential mechanism of life
was "dark to us". But it was a "known
unknown". What makes the sun hot is another
example of what was a known unknown before
nuclear fusion was discovered.
I was an exception. I do believe there is a "Hard
Problem of Consciousness." I do believe there is
something about experiencing color for the first

Jim Balter came down firmly on the other side.
He agrees that there are many "easy problems"
of consciousness that we do not understand
(that are not easy at all). But he sees the Hard
Problem as illusory.
White challenged him to consider: Salt is sodium
chloride. Mark Twain was Samuel Clemens.
These are identities. We have no similar identity
for phenomenal consciousness, White claimed.
If someone reports they were dreaming, what is
a dream?
Does this other stuff exist or is it a mirage? A
woman asked, "Wouldn't that be the thing,
then?"
White
answered
"eliminative
materialism" as the name of that position. A
mirage is not a lake.
But White was not taking sides. He challenged
himself as well. He wondered out loud if perhaps
our language has just fooled us. People used to
think unicorns, elves and witches were real
things, too.
Socrates asked us to know ourselves. "What are
you, really?"
One member asked if perhaps a thought or a
mind does in fact have some small amount of
mass/physicality. There was some back and
forth. White noted that we think of color as
being our response to the propagation in space
and
time
of
certain
electromagnetic
wavelengths. Where are those wavelengths
exactly when we dream in color?
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White also noted that each of us experiences
color uniquely and privately although we do
generally come to consensus on identifying
them in a consistent way. It can be a waste of
time to consider ideas outside of that consensus
at a certain point. “Is your experience of red the
same as mine? Did the Holocaust happen? Is
Climate Change real?” for example.
This question under discussion can be ignored
by most people with little harm. It does not keep
them from getting their work done or shopping
for groceries. Life goes on.
Roger Schlueter wondered if perhaps in ten
years robots might be dreaming. White was
skeptical and wondered how you would know.
It is not enough for the robot to tell you.

White ended by asking us to identify what we
are in this realm (monist, dualist, mysterianist,
eliminative materialist, etc.). He said he remains
perplexed and is a "reluctant physicalist."
"Maybe someone will come up with the mass of
a thought."

Movies for Humanists: Shot
By Diane Krohn
Shot (2017) is a story of how a stray bullet
affects the lives of several people: the man who
was accidentally
shot,
his
estranged wife,
and the shooter
himself.

Robots can exceed us in many areas of ability
and expertise. But that is not enough. You could
combine the best chess playing robot and the
best Go-playing robot and so on and still not get
a superior human. He noted that All Star sports
games are often quite boring. Taking the best
component skill sets and putting them all
together does not necessarily give you the best
overall result, (the sum of the parts being less
than the whole).
White compared Ptolemy and Copernicus. They
looked at the same sky. The same facts. But they
came up with different interpretations: that is
where we are now with regard to neurology and
phenomenal experience.
Meeting visitor Deeta asked the final question:
Consider the case of the spatial brain and nonspatial mind; the thinker of Descartes (“I think
therefore I am”): Who is the observer?
White said language can be about itself in a way
that is not true for most things. As a result it is
possible to fool ourselves with language. “The
self may in fact be an illusion.”

Source:
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt
4323568/

The film’s main
character, Mark,
works as a sound
mixer for movies.
He and his wife
are in the process
of divorcing, and
in the middle of
an
outdoor
argument, he is
shot in the chest.

The
shooter,
Miguel, a young teenager, had been looking at a
gun offered by his older cousin as protection,
because Miguel has been getting bullied by
others at his school. As Miguel handles the gun,
it goes off and the bullet hits Mark.
After Mark is shot, Miguel ditches the gun and
runs. Meanwhile, the paramedics arrive for
Mark, and he is transported to the ER. The
medical scenes are graphic and detailed as to all
the various activities and decisions that occur
after a serious bullet wound and related medical
complications. Mark becomes paralyzed as a
result of the shooting.
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Miguel is scared and upset about the whole
situation. He first goes to his local priest for
advice, and the priest tells him to turn himself in
to the police. Miguel also talks to his mother,
who tells him that as a young Latino man, he
won’t stand a chance of being treated fairly. So
Miguel simply continues to feel guilt and
unhappiness at the situation.
Six months later, Mark is at home, in a
wheelchair. He and his wife are still in contact
with each other. Mark is angry and frustrated.
He is in pain and he can’t do his former work. He
has bought a gun himself, in an ironic twist, for
home protection.
Miguel manages to track down Mark and shows
up at Mark’s house while Mark and his wife are
there. After Miguel explains who he is, Mark
grabs his gun and then visualizes several
different possible scenarios in which someone
gets shot, either by accident or on purpose.
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violates the Constitution’s Establishment
Clause, which forbids the government from
favoring one religion over another. In ruling
after ruling, the conservative justices have given
Christianity special status and shielded it from
laws that govern everyone else, such as in the
ruling allowing a Christian to refuse to bake a
cake for a gay wedding; Muslims, meanwhile,
can be discriminated against with impunity, as
in President Trumps travel ban. But if “religious
liberty” allows you “not to bake a cake, maybe it
should also allow you to have an imam at your
own execution.”
[Reprinted from The
Atlantic.com, The Week, February 22, 2019]

News from Atheist Republic:
Gay Atheist Polish Mayor Is Out to
Diminish Power of Catholic Church

Without spoiling the ending, I will just say that I
felt it was a satisfying end to a movie that
explores the impact of a shooting to the victim,
the shooter, and their families.
Shot features actors Noah Wyle, Sharon Leal and
Jorge Lendeborg, Jr.

‘Religious freedom’ isn’t for Muslims
By Wajahat Ali. Submitted by Nan Cisney
“So now we know what the Supreme Court’s
conservatives mean by ‘religious freedom’,” said
Wajahat Ali. By a 5-4 vote, the court last week
allowed Alabama to proceed with its execution
of Dominique Ray, a convicted murderer and
convert to Islam, even though the state had
denied his request to have his imam at his side
as he was killed. The state did offer to have a
Christian chaplain present. “How would these
five justices have responded if all the facts were
the same but Ray were a Christian?” As Justice
Elena Kagen noted in her dissent, the ruling

Robert Biedron, Poland’s first openly gay politician founded a
progressive party called “Wiosna” (“Spring”) to reduce the
influence of the Catholic Church in Poland. Photo credit: The
Guardian

“Robert Biedron, an atheist and the first openly
gay official in Poland, announced plans to
establish a new political party, Wiosna (in
English “Spring”), to diminish the Church's
influence in his country by placing tighter
restrictions on it.
In launching it, Biedron opposes the
conservative Law and Justice party that
supports the Catholic Church.
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The Wiosna party intends to eliminate the tax
breaks the church receives, end compulsory
religious lessons in schools and allow abortions
to take place prior to 12 weeks gestation.
[Editor’s Reaction: święta krowa! (Holy
Cow!). I am pleased to see this story about the
Wiosna party in Poland. As an Atheist American
of Polish Catholic descent who has visited
Poland, participated in the rituals, witnessed the
veneration of
the Pope (Yes,
THAT pope,
the late Polish
Pope John Paul
II a.k.a. JPJ-II),
I am very
moved by the
courage of this
man stepping
up
to
challenge the
church
and
provide
the
Polish people
with a secular
SC editor (center) visiting the family
home/church of Pope John Paul II
option.
with late Aunt Mary (Nitkowski)
Ruda and cousin Sheryl (Przybylski)
Anderson, Wadowice, Poland, 2007.
Photo courtesy of Judy Flattery.

Fun Fact about the PJP-II
statue above: It stands in a
shallow fountain of running
iron-tainted water which
emerges from under the
pope’s robes. I joked at the
time that it seemed like the
pope
was
continuously
peeing. A blasphemer even
then!

HSSB Student
Member, Jocelyn
Flattery, visiting
Wadowice in
2007. Photo
courtesy of Judy
Flattery.

Close to Wadowice are the
Nazi concentration camps of
Auschwitz and Birkenau,
which reportedly had a very significant impact
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on the development of JPJ-II and his pastoral
path. We visited these somber sites on the same
day. ]

United Methodist Face Fractured Future
[Excerpted
from
NPR,
3/2/19.
https://n.pr/2SE40FX] For decades, the United
Methodist Church has officially judged
homosexual activity to be immoral, barred gays
and lesbians from serving as clergy, and
opposed same sex marriage.
Those conservative doctrinal positions went
against prevailing cultural and social trends, at
least in the United States, but they didn't split
the church into rival conservative and
progressive camps because church leaders
rarely enforced them. No more.
Delegates at the church's General Conference,
meeting in St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 23 to Feb. 26,
adopted several resolutions that not only
reaffirmed
the
church's
longstanding
conservative positions but also introduced
tough new measures for their enforcement.
Methodist clergy who officiate at any marriage
not involving a man and a woman will now face
a one-year suspension for the first offense and
permanent removal from the ministry for any
subsequent offense…
The ramifications of the General Conference
action are not yet fully evident, but fractures are
likely — between progressive clergy and
conservative laity, between young and old
church members, and between Methodists in
the United States and those in Africa, Asia and
other parts of what's known as the "Global
South," mostly less-developed countries where
conservative social views and a more strict
interpretation of the Bible are prevalent.
A majority of U.S. delegates at the United
Methodist General Conference opposed the
conservative resolutions on sexuality and
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marriage, but the U.S. share of global Methodism
is declining while the church is growing in the
Global South, especially Africa.
"The old ladies in the villages, the old men in the
villages, the young boys in the towns and
villages, are all celebrating that the United
Methodist Church has maintained its traditional
view of the Bible," says Dr. Jerry Kulah of Liberia,
general coordinator of the church's Africa
Initiative. "Other denominations all across
Africa are celebrating the United Methodist
Church. That is the kind of euphoria being
expressed right now across Africa."
…Some United Methodists in Africa say they
hear U.S. and European liberals lecturing to
them on what positions they should take on
issues of sexuality, family and marriage, and it
strikes them as the latest example of a
colonialist attitude.
"The chickens have come home to roost," says
Valerie Bridgeman, the academic dean of the
Methodist Theological School in Ohio.
"Colonialism is a real thing. But I also want to
point out, having talked to several of my friends
in Africa, that not all Africans agree with this
decision," she says. "I think it's unfair for
Americans to blame Africa or South America or
the Philippines for this decision."
In fact, there were many U.S. Methodists who
joined United Methodists from Africa and
elsewhere in supporting the new resolutions at
the General Conference.
"There has always been a large evangelical
subculture in U.S. Methodism," says Mark
Tooley, president of the Institute on Religion
and Democracy, "even though the hierarchy of
the church for many decades has been more on
the liberal side."
Tooley, who personally identifies with the
evangelical tendency in the United Methodist
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tradition, says the long-standing church
positions on matters of sexuality and marriage
in the past reflected the influence of
conservative Methodists in the United States.
"The evangelicals and institutional moderates
voted to reaffirm the church's teachings, and
then the institutional moderates moved to the
more liberal side," Tooley says. "But then they
were replaced by the rising global church,
especially in Africa."
In fact, if the United Methodists split into liberal
and conservative wings as a result of the
church's new direction, it could be evident first
in the United States…
"It's very rare to find a purely conservative or a
purely liberal congregation," Tooley says. "So if
there is some sort of a division, or if there's the
creation of a new liberal Methodist church, that
almost inevitably will generate painful divisions
in local congregations. Often the clergy are more
liberal than the laity. So in many situations, you
may have pastors who would like to join the
new, more liberal denomination, but a majority
of the lay people in their church may prefer to
stay in the old denomination."
Another split may occur between the United
Methodist Church as a whole and some of the 13
official Methodist seminaries, many of which are
institutionally committed to an LGBTQ-inclusive
approach.
If the seminaries refuse to abide by the church's
more stringent positions, they could
conceivably lose some of their church funding.
On the other hand, if they go along with those
positions and alienate prospective students,
they could also suffer.
"I can't speak for all the [United Methodist]
schools, but one thing we've learned is that we
have students who are struggling right now with
their church," says Rundell of the Methodist
Theology School in Ohio. "For our younger
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students in particular, [LGBTQ equality] is a
matter that, in most of their lives, is no longer
debated."
Rundell says the 13 official United Methodist
seminaries generally cover between 10 and 20
percent of their operating budget with direct
church funding, but he says the loss of that
funding is not necessarily the biggest danger.
"What would challenge us financially more is if
enrollment is hurt," he says. "If we have fewer
students seeking ordination in the United
Methodist Church, that affects us financially as
well. We are living in some pretty serious
tension right now."

More News from Atheist Republic:
Fox News Says That Atheists are
Bullies Who Try to Force Their Beliefs
on Others
Anthony DeStefano's op-ed for Fox News, claims
that atheists are responsible for the vast
majority of humanity's suffering, death, war, and
destruction.
"There’s no polite way to say it. Atheists today
are the most arrogant, ignorant and dangerous
people on earth."
Adapted from his book,
Inside the Atheist Mind:
Unmasking the Religion of
Those Who Say There is No
God, DeStefano shares
myriad examples of not
only how “terrible” atheists
have been all through
history but also how
today's atheists are bullies
who try to force their
beliefs upon others. Watch a lively discussion of
the Op-Ed among a trio of atheists here on
Youtube:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLYoGLD
HT2U
[Anybody up for reading this and writing a
review? – ed.]

Michael Shermer’s Science Salon #54
(2/19/19)

Submitted by David Flattery

In this conversation
Santa
Barbara
resident, Dr. Michael
Shermer talks with Dr.
Michele
Gelfand,
Distinguished
University Professor of
Psychology at the
University of Maryland
about her research
findings. Dr. Gelfand
researches
human
cultures, and proposes that much of the
diversity in the way we think and act derives
from a key difference—how tightly or loosely
we adhere to social norms.
Why are clocks in Germany so accurate while
those in Brazil are frequently wrong? Why are
“Red” and “Blue” States really so divided? Why
does one spouse prize running a “tight ship”
while the other refuses to “sweat the small
stuff?” Why do some find comfort in the strict
tenets of their faith while others relish the
freedom of skeptical thought?
Gelfand’s research, which spans fifty countries,
all age groups, family variations, social classes,
businesses, states, and nationalities, identified a
primal pattern that can trigger cooperation or
conflict. Her conclusion is that behavior is highly
influenced by the perception of threat.
Dr. Shermer and Dr. Gelfand discussion is
recorded and can be heard at the following web
address: Rule Makers Rule Breakers.
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Non HSSB Events of Interest
Upcoming Events in California:




March 13: Elisabeth Rosenthal: An American
Sickness: How Healthcare Became Big
Business and How You Can Take It Back.
UCSB Arts & Lectures, Campbell Hall.
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4063
June 9: SkeptiCal 2019: Northern California
conference on science and skepticism.
Berkeley. Details TBA. Road trip anyone??

Upcoming Events Outside of California:




April 19-21: American Atheists 2019
National Convention, Cincinnati, OH.
Speakers TBA.
https://www.aacon2019.org/
June 7-9: The American Humanist
Association 78th Annual Conference.
Attend in person or on-line. American
Humanist Association Conference Link
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HSSB Contact Information
Officers:
President: Roger Schlueter, drrogers@cox.net
Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net
Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@verizon.net
Board Members at Large:
Wayne Beckman, David Echols,
Judy Flattery, Mary Wilk, Nan Cisney,
Clover Brodhead Gowing, Colin Gordon
Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline
Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is
midnight, the last day of each month.
HSSB Speaker meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday
of each month at 3:00 pm, in the Theater Room at Valle
Verde, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. June
and December social events are held elsewhere.
Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service
805.679.3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949
Veronica Springs Rd., Santa Barbara. No parking at
Valle Verde unless you have a handicapped parking
placard.
Check our web site: www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org
for past issues of SC At meetings, a donation of $2 from
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated.
First-time visitors and students with ID are welcome on
a complimentary basis.
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single
person, $60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter,
and $300 (or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members
may subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided at no charge.

“Humanism is a progressive philosophy of
life that, without theism or other
supernatural beliefs, affirms our ability
and responsibility to lead ethical lives of
personal fulfillment that aspire to the
greater good.”
–American Humanist Association

To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a
check for your membership dues to HSSB, P.O. Box
30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk. For
membership information contact Mary Wilk at
mwilk@cox.net.
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772.
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the
HSSB website.
Like us on Facebook

Humanist Society of
Santa Barbara
PO Box 30232
Santa Barbara, CA 93130

HSSB Calendar
Tuesday Mar 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members are invited to attend.
Saturday Mar 16: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Robert Benham. “The Assassination of Martin Luther
King.” Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara.
Tuesday April 16: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members are invited to attend.
Saturday April 20: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: Robert D. Harbaugh, MD. “What Not to Forget About
Dementia: An Update on a Growing Epidemic.” Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa
Barbara.

Tuesday May14: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members are invited to attend.
Saturday May 18: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: TBD. Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los
Amigos, Santa Barbara.

