
   

 
 

 
 

Join Us for the February Speaker Meeting at Valle Verde: 
 

The Apparent Limits of Neuroscience & Consciousness Studies 
 
Neuroscience is one of the amazing branches of contemporary science that has been on a 
relentless, breathtaking growth curve.  Philosophy, since the 17th century, has been on a 
circuitous route in articulating an array of theories regarding the components of reality for such 
things as: minds, bodies, thoughts, dreams, brains etc. However, both neuroscientists and 
philosophers remain perplexed over how these different “things” relate to each other particularly 
in our case, the case of Homo sapiens.  
 
We will discuss the contemporary abandonment of 
Substance Dualism, (the view that there are both minds 
and bodies) and the 20th/21st century rise of 
Qualia/Epiphenomenalism, Eliminative Materialism and 
Mysterianism. Our goal will be Socrates’s goal, to know 
thyself. Our discussion will hopefully solve this problem 
of brains and mental phenomena for today’s 
neuroscientists and philosophers.  

   

Our Speaker: Joe White is Professor Emeritus and 
former chair of the Santa Barbara City College 
Department of Philosophy. He was selected as the SBCC 
Faculty Lecturer and in 2015 he was nominated as 
United States Professor of the Year. He has edited four 
editions of his Philosophy textbook, Adventures on the 
Frontier of Ignorance. He has published an anthology in Political Philosophy, Assent/Dissent. He 
wrote the study guide for the PBS philosophy series, The Examined Life.  

 

When:  Saturday, February 16, 2019 
Where:  Valle Verde. 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara, CA. 
Parking: Please park at Veronica Springs Church, 949 Veronica Springs Road.  Free shuttle to and from 
meeting.  No parking at Valle Verde (except for handicapped parking) 
Time:  Doors open at 2.30 pm. Program begins promptly at 3.00 pm 
Donation:  $2 members, $5 non-members. Students with ID are free.  
Optional Buffet Dinner: After the Meeting at Valle Verde, $25. Reservations required. RSVP to Nan 
Cisney at cisneynan@gmail.com  by noon Wednesday  February 13.  Shuttle also available after dinner.  
Shuttle driver has a dedicated cellphone: 805-679-3660  For More Info: Call 805-769-4772 

Newsletter of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
 

     www.santabarbarahumanists.org          FEBRUARY 2019 

 

Joe White SBCC Professor Emeritus 
Photo Provided by Joe White. 

mailto:cisneynan@gmail.com
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Humanist Society Membership Puzzle 

By Judy Flattery, editor 

Our Membership Chair, Mary Wilk recently 
expressed her concern about the trend of 
declining membership over the past 7 years.  
This is of concern to the Board and we often 
speculate on what underlies the trend: Is it our 
choice of speakers or topics?  Our venue? 
Parking and the shuttle bus? Our demographic?  
What would attract new members and whom 
should we target?  What can or should we do 
about it? 

 
We are very interested in our members’ input on 
these questions, however, our Humanist group 
is not the only one seeing this trend.  I was 
therefore fascinated to read Tom Flynn’s 
editorial in the current issue of Free Inquiry, 
about the challenge other Humanist 
Organizations are also facing with declining 
membership—which seems peculiar given 
growing numbers of religiously unaffiliated 
people.  Here are selected excerpts from his 
editorial which maps exceedingly well onto my 
own experience as a Catholic-raised Baby 
Boomer with religiously unaffiliated children: 
 
“Here is one of organized humanism’s most 
persistent puzzles: In an America where the 
number who live without religion has 

snowballed, why hasn’t the membership of 
national “movement” groups—atheist, agnostic, 
freethought, and secular humanist—kept pace? 
 
“…Today, it’s estimated that 23 percent of 
Americans of all ages are Nones. (The number is 
sharply higher among the young.) There are 
about 329 million Americans, so that 23 percent 
equates to 75.67 million Nones. Granted, many 
Nones are spiritual seekers or other sorts of 
super-naturalists, eclectic and otherwise.   Only 
a minority among them embrace the 
thoroughgoing naturalism of a life stance such 
as atheism or secular humanism. Still, let’s 
suppose (very conservatively) that only 10 
percent of Nones live without a hint of the 
supernatural. (I presume the true figure is 
substantially higher.) Still, even at the 10 
percent level, that suggests that 7.567 
million Americans are atheists, freethinkers, or 
secular humanists. Yet across our nation, no 
“movement” organization boasts even 100,000 
members. Moreover, membership numbers 
have held relatively steady, or at best grown 
modestly, for many years. (Even if an 
organization’s membership has doubled, that’s a 
drop in the bucket compared to the potential for 
growth the number of Nones suggests.) 
 
“There isn’t just a gap between the “Rise of the 
Nones” and the membership growth of national 
secular organizations; there’s a chasm. In 
reason’s name, why? 
 
 “… I think organized secular humanism has 
reached a dramatic turning point. I speculate 
that the chasm between the breakneck growth 
of the Nones and the near-stasis of movement 
organizations actually reflects an abrupt change 
in the sorts of people who connected with 
movement atheism and humanism in decades 
past and those who do so—or don’t bother to do 
so—today. And I think this offers a possible 
explanation why secular movement 
organizations have grown so much more slowly 
than the nonreligious population itself. 
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“Consider Free Inquiry. Its readership skews 
older. These days, most FI readers are Baby 
Boomers. Most grew up in a more-or-less 
traditional religious faith.  Most of them thought 
their way out from under their childhood 
conditioning; many did that slowly, fearfully, 
and alone, only discovering that there was such 
a thing as “movement” atheism or humanism 
after becoming post-religious. Indeed, many 
thought (rightly or wrongly) that they didn’t 
know a single other unbeliever until after 
achieving unbelief themselves (It’s true that 
some freethinking Boomers grew up in 
nonreligious households, but they make up a 
relatively small minority). For most formerly 
religious Boomers, the passage toward unbelief 
wasn’t just arduous and lonely, it was perilous 
too: when Boomers were young, being an 
unbeliever carried substantial stigma. 
Therefore, following one’s reason away from 
religious belief wasn’t just an act of intellectual 
integrity; it required courage. For those reasons, 
Boomer unbelievers tend to view their de-
conversions from childhood faiths among their 
proudest achievements and as deeply central to 
their humanist or atheist identities. 
 
“…Make no mistake, most Boomer unbelievers 
cherish their de-conversion experiences. (In 
this, they are like freethinkers of previous 
generations, reaching back at least into the early 
and middle nineteenth century.) By and large, 
Boomer unbelievers are endlessly curious about 
other people’s de-conversion experiences. 
Moreover, that fascination extends to intense 
interest in a panoply of religious subjects. What 
creeds do the world’s religions teach, and how 
do we know they are untrue? What 
psychological mechanisms predispose us to 
believe in impossible and fantastic things, and 
how can we guard against them? Since the 
world’s religions are untrue—that is, since 
nothing supernatural ever informed their 
development—what did drive their history? 
What interplay of purely human and physical 
influences led them to assume their present 

forms? Many Boomer unbelievers have an 
appetite for such topics that seems limitless. 
 
“To examine Free Inquiry is to conclude that its 
hardcore readers, nonreligious as they are, are 
nonetheless obsessed with religion—and most 
are. 
 
“In the cohorts that have followed the Boomers, 
that obsession—and that personal 
background—are far less apparent. Younger 
cohorts were born into an era of greater 
religious diversity and more open tolerance. 
Today’s young people—at least, those of them 
born in the United States—were born into a 
culture in which the Rise of the Nones was 
already underway.  Among them, only a 
minority had grown up in a traditional religion 
they found demanding or repressive—precisely 
the opposite of their elders! As I noted in a 
recent review of a sociology-of-unbelief book,  
 
“Significant numbers of the new unbelievers did 
not grow up in a demanding religious tradition 
and had no personal experience of self-
emancipation from a childhood faith.” 
 
“Here, I think, we find the roots of the chasm. A 
majority of younger unbelievers 
are profoundly unlike those who preceded 
them. Most have had little experience with—
and, surely, little sense of oppression in 
connection with—a childhood religion. Vastly 
more among the young grew up irreligious or in 
a household where what one did or didn’t 
believe about the supernatural simply wasn’t a 
big deal. Being an atheist, agnostic, humanist, or 
freethinker carried little stigma.  
 
“Most in this cohort knew plenty of others who 
saw the world as they did, so for them being an 
unbeliever was neither dangerous nor 
particularly special. (That’s not to say that 
unbelievers obsessed with religion and angry 
about their childhood hoodwinking no longer 
exist; from its origin in 2006, the New Atheist 
movement recruited quite a few young activists 
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meeting that description. Nonetheless, based on 
the surveys and my personal experience, such 
“angry unbelievers” make up a minority among 
young unbelievers, in much the same way as 
unbelievers who’d grown up without religion 
compose a minority among unbelieving 
Boomers.) 
 
“For all these reasons, religion is nowhere near 
as weighty a concern for most younger 
unbelievers as it was for their elders. As a 
cohort, they tend not to care about a new 
interpretation of the Dead Sea Scrolls or in what 
order the various characteristics attributed to 
Jesus first appeared in Christian thinking or 
even whether the Qur’an explicitly incites 
violence. They’re not going to be snatching up 
Free Inquiry (literally or digitally) and paging 
toward the back of the magazine to read the 
latest “Faith I Left Behind” installment first. 
 
“If I’m right about this, it’s a vast generational 
shift. Most atheists, humanists, and freethinkers 
older than age forty-five or so have very 
different motives—and a markedly different 
psychology—than their younger counterparts. 
Yet the existing national organizations are finely 
attuned to serve a public that’s fascinated with 
religious controversy and views any 
opportunity to associate with like-minded 
people as a welcome—and rare—respite from a 
society that generally discriminates against the 
nonreligious. 
 
“That’s just not how most younger unbelievers 
see things. This 180-degree reversal in 
motivations and interests between older and 
younger nonreligious individuals is, I think, the 
chasm we face. I suspect it’s the main reason, 
while millions of newcomers entered the ranks 
of the nonreligious over the past three decades, 
only a tiny fraction engaged with one or more of 
the existing national organizations. It’s the 
reason, to quote my review again, “the 
movement as old-timers have known it is not 
delivering what most newcomers are looking 
for.” It offers an explanation why younger 

unbelievers seem to attach so little importance 
to the separation of church and state, as multiple 
studies have revealed. It’s hard for people who 
care little about religion and have never known 
discrimination because of their unbelief to get 
worked up about Mr. Jefferson’s Wall. 
 
“Finally, the idea of the chasm helps us 
understand another reason younger 
unbelievers may not be looking to join atheist or 
humanist organizations: when unbelief is just 
one aspect of your identity rather than central to 
it and when you have never knowingly 
experienced social disapproval on grounds of 
your life stance, you may see few benefits from 
aligning yourself with a life stance–centered 
movement in the first place. 
 
“…The chasm is sobering to contemplate. Since 
the nineteenth century, organized freethought 
has focused on serving hardy, lonesome 
iconoclasts who had thought their way out of 
oppressive childhood creeds, were resigned to a 
lifetime of discrimination because of their way 
of thinking, and sought out rare interludes 
among the like-minded as a primary source of 
solace.  If you’re a Boomer like me, you belong to 
(probably) the last generation of nonreligious 
Americans who may come anywhere near fitting 
that profile. 
 
“What does the future of organized secularism 
hold? Right now, I’m not sure anyone knows. 
What a voyage of discovery lies before us!” 
 
Tom Flynn is editor of Free Inquiry, executive 
director of the Council for Secular Humanism, 
director of the Robert Green Ingersoll Birthplace 
Museum, and editor of The New Encyclopedia of 
Unbelief (2007). 
 

Movies for Humanists: Spotlight 
By Diane Krohn 

 
Spotlight (2015) is a film based on the true story 
of how a team of investigators at the Boston 
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Globe newspaper uncovered the scandal of child 
molestation and cover-up by the Boston-area 
Catholic Church diocese.   
 

As the story begins, the 
Boston Globe has hired 
a new editor, Marty 
Baron, who meets with 
the editor of the 
“Spotlight Team,” a 
small group of in-
depth investigative 
reporters who take 
months to research 
and write their 
reports.  Baron reads a 

Globe column about a lawyer who says that 
Cardinal Bernard Law (the Archbishop of 
Boston) knows about a Catholic priest who was 
sexually abusing children, and Baron urges the 
Spotlight team to investigate- and he wants 
them to go all the way to the top: Cardinal Law.  
 
The team starts to look into it, and originally 
believe that there is only the one priest guilty of 
sexual abuse.   However, as they research 
further, they find a victims’ rights group and 
widen their search to 13 priests.  The team 
meets with a former priest who works trying to 
rehabilitate pedophile priests.  According to his 
research and experience, about 50% of priests 
are not celibate, although most of those are 
involved in adult relationships. He suggests to 
the team that about 6% of the priests in the 
Boston area are abusive, or about 90 of them.  
 
This surprises the team, but with further 
information and research, they do develop a list 
with 87 names and start to track down victims 
to confirm their suspicions.  Then the attacks on 
9/11 occur and the team must set aside their 
story for a bit.  As they pick up where they left 
off, they discover publically-available 
documents that confirm that Cardinal Law was 
made aware of the abuse and ignored it. 
 
The story is published by the Globe in 2002. 

Cardinal Law resigned in December 2002 (and 
moved to Rome, where he still had influence 
within the Catholic hierarchy and was never 
criminally charged or otherwise punished).   
 
At the end of the movie, an epilogue notes all the 
places in the US and around the world by that 
time where scandals involving abuse by priests 
have occurred. 
 
One good scene in the movie is when the new 
editor, Marty Baron, goes to meet with Cardinal 
Law.  Law is, of course, involved with politics 
and businesses in Boston and has expectations 
that Baron will treat him with deference.  Baron 
is Jewish, not Catholic, and doesn’t appear to be 
particularly religious anyway.  So Baron doesn’t 
have the same feelings of deference to Law that 
many others have; he is civil, but does not hold 
the same reverence to Law.  Law gives Baron a 
Catholic catechism book at the end of their 
meeting, much to Baron’s amusement. 
 
Spotlight won an Oscar for Best Motion Picture 
of the Year and for Best Writing, Original 
Screenplay (2016).  It is an interesting and well-
acted movie that shows how an investigative 
team digs into a story, despite the community’s 
strong ties to Catholicism.  Highly 
recommended! 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1895587/ 
 

Footnote to Spotlight Review 
By Judy Flattery 

 
In searching for images to illustrate the 
“Spotlight” article above I came across an item 
written by Roman Catholic Kate O’Hare in 
Catholicvote.org reflecting on the movie and 
thoughts she expressed on Church resiliency in 
her Patheos blog, Pax Culturati: 
 
“How is it that we [the Catholic Church] still exist 
as a coherent entity at all, in the wake of what we 
did? Forget that the overwhelming bulk of the 
abuse cases are decades in the past, that we’ve 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1895587/
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taken huge steps to clean up our act, that other 
places and people do it, too – we’re Christ’s 
Pilgrim Church on Earth, and our priests put their 
hands on children. 

“Battered, bruised and broken, we are still here. 
Despite our worst sins, people continue to 
be drawn to us. We have moral standing beyond 
the faithful, with even people that disagree with 
us looking to the Church and the pope for 
guidance. And we still have vocations and 
converts… 
 
“…The only real answer is this: We are the Church 
founded by Christ, who set the Holy Spirit over her 
to guide and sustain her. He has promised to 
stand with us until the end of time. Despite our 
best efforts to wreck the Barque of Peter, He 
remains at the tiller, and the Holy Spirit endures 
as our compass and North Star. 
“This should not make us proud. It’s not our doing. 
We are merely the beneficiaries of divine grace. 
We don’t deserve it, but it’s given nonetheless. 

“We should have destroyed ourselves long ago, 
and yet we are still here.”   

Here is her full article.  Her bio states: “Kate 
O’Hare: … now lives in Los Angeles, where she's on 
a never-ending quest to find a [Catholic] parish in 
the L.A. Archdiocese with orthodox preaching, 
excellent traditional music and parking.” 

Einstein’s Letter on God Auctioned for 
Nearly $3 Million 

Submitted by Nan Cisney 
 
On Tuesday, December 4, a letter from Albert 
Einstein, describing his thoughts on God, 
religion, and the Bible was sold by Christie's 
auction house in New York for 2.9 million 
dollars (2.54 million euros).  This letter, one and 
a half pages long, was written by Einstein to the 
German philosopher Eric Gutkind in 1954. 

In the letter, Einstein, who was 74 at the time, 
rejects the idea of the existence of a God, who 
plays an active role in daily life and responds to 
people's prayers. "The word God for me is 
nothing but the expression and the product of 
human weakness, the Bible a collection of 
legends worthy of respect, but still primitive, 
which nevertheless seem rather puerile", he 
wrote. In the letter Einstein also speaks of his 
disillusionment with Judaism, despite declaring 
that he is proud of belonging to the Jewish 
people. 
 
The letter was sold for almost a million dollars 
more than Einstein's letter that until then had 
been sold at a higher price, a copy of a note from 
1939 to the President of the United States 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, in which the father of 
modern physics warned about the possibility 
that Germany was building a uranium bomb. 
This letter is believed to have triggered the 
research that led to the Manhattan Project and 
early nuclear weapons. 
 

Is This How Fascism Comes To 
America? 

David Bisno discusses Madeleine Albright's 
book "Fascism, A Warning" 1-19-19  

By Robert Bernstein 
 

David Bisno is a medical doctor who approached 
the question of fascism as he would a medical 
diagnosis.  He explained that doctors are trained 
in the signs and symptoms of a disease, then 
observe many cases of the disease, and then can 
better determine if the case in front of them is 
indeed another example of the disease.  His talk 
was structured around this approach as applied 
to the subject of fascism.   He was turned on to 
the subject when he read Madeleine Albright's 
book Fascism: A Warning.   
 
I have to say that this is a difficult starting point 
for me. Madeleine Albright was an architect of 
President Clinton's blockade against Iraq that 

http://whyimcatholic.com/
https://www.catholicvote.org/spotlight-has-the-church-scandal-movie-victimized-an-innocent-man-video/
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blocked critically important "dual use" 
materials, including chlorine for its water 
treatment systems and replacement parts for its 
medical equipment. The result was a civilian 
death toll in Iraq larger by some estimates than 
the actual war waged by President George W. 

Bush.   She claimed "it was worth it" in a 1996 60 
Minutes interview. She may have apologized 
since then, but, in my view, that is kind of a big 
mistake. 
 
I grew up in a family where we were constantly 
on guard about never repeating the rise of 
fascism in Europe in the 1930s.  That awareness 
led to my parents' civil rights activism and their 
activism against the U.S. war in Viet Nam. I went 
on to follow their example with regard to 
Reagan's war against the people of Central 
America and many issues since. 
 
As a result, I am wary of people who come to this 
issue late in life from outside the field, but I was 
still open to listening to Dr. Bisno. However, 
listening to the talk for over 120 minutes with 
no idea when it would end was a practical 
challenge for me apart from the material being 
presented. 
 
That said, I think Dr. Bisno gave a helpful survey 
of examples of fascism over the past 100 years. 
Starting with the obvious cases of Franco in 
Spain, Mussolini in Italy and, of course, Hitler in 
Germany.  Dr. Bisno presented Mussolini in 

eerily 
familiar 
terms. He 
quotes 
Albright: 
Benito 
Mussolini 
"initiated a 
campaign 
to 'drenare 
la palude' ('drain the swamp') by firing more 
than 35,000 civil servants." 
 
Politifact says the parallel with Trump is only 
half true. Apparently, Mussolini had a literal 
project to drain the Pontine Marshes on the 
outskirts of Rome. He really was talking about 
draining the swamp. 
 
Dr. Bisno went on to list other aspects of 
Mussolini that are reminiscent of Mr. Trump: 
attacking the free press, threatening to jail 
political opponents ("lock her up"), being a poor 
listener and enjoying hearing himself speak. 
 
Apparently Mussolini originally hoped to ally 
with the U.S. In 1929 he called on Italian 
immigrants in the U.S. to "Make America Great". 
 
Hitler was able to take advantage of miserable 
conditions in Germany after WWI. Millions of 
Germans were cold, hungry and unemployed. 
Dr. Bisno compared this to conditions after the 
2008 banking debacle. I think that is a bit of a 
stretch.  It is also important to realize that the 
2016 election came long after the recession here 
had ended. 
 
Dr. Bisno went on to review the history in other 
European countries. Notably, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Poland. These countries suffered 
under attacks by the Nazis and later by the 
Soviets. But that does not explain why anti-
liberal leaders have risen to power in those 
countries more recently.  Dr. Bisno rightly raised 
concerns about how that could happen now. 
 

Roger Schlueter welcomes Dr. David Bisno to the 
podium.  Photo Credit: Robert Bernstein 

Image Credit: DogSoldier67 on 
Imgur.com 
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George Soros had built a free university for 
Hungary.  Dr. Bisno stated that the new 
government in Hungary is so anti-Semitic that 
they pushed out Soros (who is Jewish) and his 
university. 
 
Dr. Bisno talked of the rise of a liberal 
government in Turkey under Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk. He talked of how "we all went to 
Turkey" and enjoyed dinner on the Bosporus.   
And now this is all being lost as Islamists gain 
power in Turkey. 
 
He gave examples of the rise of anti-liberal 
leaders in Venezuela, Brazil, the Philippines and 
Egypt.  Very true. But these countries did not 
have a long history of liberal democracy. 
 
Of more concern are countries like the 
Netherlands, France, Austria and Finland 
electing ultra-right wing party representatives 
and leaders.  He gave the example of Doug Ford 
who was elected to Premier of Ontario, Canada. 
 
Dr. Bisno noted policies and positions that 
Trump has taken that should raise concern.  Bob 

Woodward quoted Trump as saying "Real 
power is fear." The exact opposite of the 
leadership of President Franklin Roosevelt at a 
time where we had real threats to fear. 
 
As seen with true fascists, Trump hates unions, 
judges, and the justice system.  He pardoned Joe 
Arpaio, who had deliberately tortured people in 
his custody, and who had been convicted of 
contempt of court.  Trump sees life as a zero sum 
game where, in order to win, the opposition 
must be defeated and then destroyed. Win-win 
is not in his vocabulary. 
 
In the final 20 minutes, Dr. Bisno asked us to 
consider core questions about whether we are 
on the path to fascism. He quoted a line in 
Hemingway's The Sun Also Rises: “How did you 
go bankrupt? Gradually, then suddenly.” 
 
He quoted Socrates in Book 8 of Plato's Republic. 
He said that people are not naturally led to self- 
government.  They are naturally led to a strong 
leader. Such leaders prey on peoples' 
resentments and fears. They will replace 

HSSB Members consider the remarks of Dr. Bisno on global indications of rising fascism.  Photo by Robert Bernstein. 
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democracy with tyranny [I was unable to find 
this exact quote in Book 8 of Plato's Republic]. 
 
Dr. Bisno believes his professors at Harvard in 
the 1950s wanted him and the other students to 
learn this lesson well: that human freedom is 
precarious.  That fascism will always grow back 
if allowed. 
 
He is concerned that 70 years later we 
Humanists and liberals are too complacent. 
Sinclair Lewis wrote It Can't Happen Here in 
1935 as a satirical warning that it can happen 
here. 
 
We have polar opposites among us: 
 "Abortion is murder and guns mean 

freedom" on one side. 
 "Guns mean murder and abortion means 

freedom" on the other side. 
 
Can we enjoy a meal with those we disagree 
with?  With those who lack a higher education, 
are unhappy with their economic situation, and 
feel dislocation due to globalization? 
 
To what extent are we to blame as privileged 
white men and women? That privilege is not 
what it used to be.  Some white men and women 
feel that privilege slipping away.  They are 
drawn to a leader who uses fear against those 
who have a different skin color, who pray 
differently or have sex differently.  “Who knew 
that there were tens of millions who harbored 
such anger and resentment here in the U.S?” Dr. 
Bisno asked us. 
 
He asked us to consider what might happen if 
there is a real shock to the system such as: 

 A precipitous drop in the stock market 
 A major recession 
 A major corruption scandal 
 Racial unrest 
 An assassination 
 A series of natural disasters 
 An unexpected war 

 
His final question is as important as the 
preceding questions: Are we drawing accurate 
parallels from history? 
 
Dr. Bisno correctly noted that the Gorge W. Bush 
invasion of Iraq in 2003 was based on such a 
mistaken parallel from history. He correctly 
noted that the 1930s rise of fascism came at a 
time of near complete economic collapse. We do 
not have that now. 
 
But we do have a president who does not care 
about international standards of conduct. Dr. 
Bisno ended by noting that "Nature abhors a 
vacuum. Fascism loves one." 
 
Perhaps all we can do for now is stay vigilant 
and active to make sure that it can't happen 
here. 
 

Recommended Podcast: Heaven’s Gate 

By Judy Flattery 

Glynn Washington, host and executive producer 
of WNYC’s Snap Judgment, grew up in a religious 
cult (i.e. an “apolcalyptic faith organization”) in 
Michigan.   

This cult, the Worldwide Church of God, was led 
by the charismatic Herbert W. Armstrong.  After 
Armstrong died in 1986, the church lost its grip 
on Washington who left, earned degrees in 
Political Science, Asian Studies and Law at the 
University of Michigan.  

Washington was later riveted by the story of the 
Heaven’s 
Gate cult 
which 
committed 
mass suicide 
outside San 
Diego in 1997 
at the time of 
the Hale 
Bopp 
comet.  

Heaven’s Gate Leader, Marshall 
Applewhite. Photo credit 
monstersandcritics.com 
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Heaven’s Gate followers believed a UFO was 
trailing the comet and they needed to shed their 
earthly bodies to be transported by the UFO to 
heaven. 

Washington’s fascination with the story and his 
personal insights into the power of cults led him 
to create a 10 episode podcast called “Heaven’s 
Gate” where he describes his own upbringing, 
how he came to leave it, and his investigations 
into the Heaven’s Gate group.   

Here is the link to the Heaven's Gate Podcast.  
Enjoy! 

Secular Sonnet 
By Mary Wilk 

I have no need for God or priests or church 
To tell me what to think and how to act. 
If I have questions, I can make my search 
For answers based on truth and proven fact. 
  
I do not waste my time in abject prayer, 
Or bow my head or kneel upon the ground, 
But I stand tall and fearlessly declare 
There is no deity to whom I’m bound. 
  
I don’t rely on faith to guide my way, 
For I have been endowed with all I need 
To fill my life with beauty, work and play, 
Without religious dogma, myth or creed. 
  
So free from superstition I remain, 
Rejoicing in the liberty I gain. 
 

In Remembrance of Jé Goolsby 

Jé Goolsby, [a member of HSSB for about 10 
years,] died on January 26, 2019. An iconic 
resident of Santa Barbara, he was born in 
Livingston, TN and grew up in Los Angeles, CA 
where he attended the Art Institute. Jé then 
moved to Santa Barbara, CA, acquiring a BFA at 
UCSB in 1962.  …  Jé had a long career as a 
commercial graphic artist, and he prolifically 
created as a hobby through painting, sculpture, 
writing and architecture throughout much of his 
life. His Mesa home became his biggest art 
project. 

Jé is survived by his 
four adult children, 
his brother and 
eight grandchildren 
as well as Janice 
Kettler, his fifth wife 
whom he regarded 
as the love of his life. 
 
In lieu of flowers 
please consider a 
donation to Santa 

Barbara Historical 
Society, the Live Oak 
Unitarian 
Universalist 
Congregation of 
Goleta or any 
candidate running 
against Donald 
Trump. 
[Article excerpted 
from The 
Independent, 
2/3/19, Photos by 

Robert Bernstein] 

 

What’s In A Word, Part II 

By Roger Schlueter 

The January puzzle was to find a word that: 
 Starts with a name, ends with a name - Bill and 

Lion 

 Starts with a charge, ends with a charge - Bill 

and ion 

 Starts with an element, ends with an element - 

B and N (Boron and Nitrogen) 

The answer is “Billion”. 
 
Since that was so much fun, let’s try another: 
 I am a seven letter word. 

 If you remove one, two, or three letters from 

me, my meaning does not change. 

What am I?   
P.S.: Think out of the box on this one! 

Publicity Chair, David Echols 
with Je’ Goolsby at our June 
2018 HSSB Solstice Picnic at 
Stowe Grove Park.   

Je’ Goolsby, front and center 
at the January Meeting of 
HSSB. 

https://www.heavensgate.show/
http://www.independent.com/obits/2019/feb/01/je-goolsby/
http://www.independent.com/obits/2019/feb/01/je-goolsby/
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Non HSSB Events of Interest 
Upcoming Events in California:  

 
 February 22: Doris Kearns Goodwin: 

Leadership in Turbulent Times. UCSB Arts 
&amp; Lectures, Granada Theatre.  
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4057 

 February 24: Take a Tour of the Tar Pits 
with CFI. Meet up at the La Brea Tar Pits 
and Museum, 5801 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles.  https://cfila.org/event/take-a-
tour-of-the-tar-pits-with-cfi/ 

 March 2: James Balog: The Human Element: 
A Photographer’s Journey in the 
Anthropocene. UCSB Arts &amp; Lectures, 
Granada Theatre.   
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4059 

 March 13: Elisabeth Rosenthal: An 
American Sickness: How Healthcare 
Became Big Business and How You Can 
Take It Back. UCSB Arts &amp; Lectures, 
Campbell Hall.  
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Details.as
px?PerfNum=4063 

 
Upcoming Events Outside of California: 

 April 19-21: American Atheists 2019 
National Convention, Cincinnati, OH.  
Speakers TBA. 
https://www.aacon2019.org/ch 13:  

 
 

Fascism Recommended Reading Note 
By Roger Schlueter 

 
Four books mentioned by Dr. Bisno,  
 Fascism - A Warning by Madeleine Albright 

 The Jungle Grows Back by Robert Kagan 

 How Democracies Die by Steven Levitsky 

 To Fight Against This Age: On Fascism and 

Humanism by Rob Riemen, 

are all available for loan, from the Black Gold 
Cooperative Library System in standard format, 
audible and large print.

HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Roger Schlueter, drrogers@cox.net 

Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net 

Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@verizon.net 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman, David Echols, 

Judy Flattery, Mary Wilk, Nan Cisney,  

Clover Brodhead Gowing, Colin Gordon   

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 

midnight, the last day of each month. 

 
HSSB Speaker meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday 
of each month at 3:00 pm, in the Theater Room at Valle 
Verde, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. June 
and December social events are held elsewhere. 
 
Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service 

805.679.3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949 

Veronica Springs Rd., Santa Barbara.  No parking at 
Valle Verde unless you have a handicapped parking 
placard. 
 
Check our web site: www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org 
for past issues of SC At meetings, a donation of $2 from 
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated. 
First-time visitors and students with ID are welcome on 
a complimentary basis.  
 
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single 
person, $60 for a couple, $100 for a Society Supporter, 
and $300 (or more) for a Society Patron. Non-members 
may subscribe to hardcopy of this newsletter for an 
annual fee of $20. E-mail copies provided at no charge. 
 
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a 
check for your membership dues to HSSB, P.O. Box 
30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk. For 
membership information contact Mary Wilk at 
mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772. 
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the 
HSSB website.  

Like us on Facebook  

 

https://www.blackgold.org/polaris/default.aspx
https://www.blackgold.org/polaris/default.aspx
mailto:drrogers@cox.net
mailto:djkrohn@cox.net
mailto:nfaught@verizon.net
http://www.santabarbarahumanists.org/
mailto:mwilk@cox.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/16845096834/


   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                            
                                           

 
 

  

              

Humanist Society of 
Santa Barbara 
PO Box 30232 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130 

 

HSSB Calendar 
 
Tuesday February12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday February 16: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm.  Speaker is Professor Emeritus Joe White: The Apparent 
Limits of Neuroscience & Consciousness Studies.  Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa 
Barbara. 
 

Tuesday Mar 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday Mar 16: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: TBD.   Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los 
Amigos, Santa Barbara. 
 

Tuesday April 16: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday April 20: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: TBD.   Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los 
Amigos, Santa Barbara. 

 
 

 


