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Join us for the January speaker meeting at Valle Verde:

Is This How Fascism Comes to America?
Guided by Madeleine Albright's current best seller, Fascism – A Warning,
David will lead us through a consideration of the reshaping of politics and
society that is sweeping Europe, Asia and South America with an
emphasis on the disturbing parallels of nationalism and tribalism that we
see unfolding here in the United States. Are we in the U.S., the nation
that saved the liberal world order seventy-five years ago, missing a
critical truth by viewing the world through the distorting, rose-colored lens of what has been our alltoo-comfortable bubble? Have we forgotten that when things start to go wrong, they can go wrong
very quickly? That once a world order breaks down, the worst qualities of humanity emerge
uncontrolled and then run wild? Discussion is expected to be relevant and lively.

Dr. David Bisno, photo
credit David Bismo

David Bisno, M.D., a retired ophthalmologist with
degrees from Harvard, Dartmouth and the
Washington University School of Medicine, has been
an enthusiastic discussion leader within institutes for
lifelong learning in this country and overseas on a
myriad of topics for 25 years. David's intention is to
teach and stimulate discussion, not to advocate.
Attendees of David's lectures have come to expect
clear, understandable and entertaining presentations
of nuanced and complex issues.

Suggested Reading

When: Saturday, January 19, 2019 Time: Doors open at 2:30 PM, Program Starts at 3:00PM. Buffet
dinner at 5:00 PM
Where: Valle Verde Theater. 900 Calle De Los Amigos. Parking is at Veronica Springs Church, 949
Veronica Springs Road. Free shuttle to and from meeting & dinner.
Donation: $2 members, $5 non-members, students with ID are free.
Optional Buffet Dinner: After the meeting $25 per person – includes dinner, dessert and drinks
(Coffee, tea, soft drinks and wine). RSVP by Wednesday, January 16 to Nan Cisney
cisneynan@gmail.com. Make checks out to: SB Humanist Society and send to Nan Cisney, 649
Verde Mar #E, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. Checks will also be accepted at the door.

President’s Column:
Ignoble Humanists
by Roger Schlueter
One would think that the stated principles and
goals of secular Humanists would filter out
those who would disagree with the most basic of
our principles, no matter how differently they
may be worded. Sadly, such is not the case,
although I like to think that the exception is rare
- very rare. But there are some who manage to
so distort or compartmentalize their views such
that they can claim to be Humanists yet fall afoul
of our basic precepts.
The following two 20th century secular
Humanists are notable examples of such people.
What I find most interesting about them is they
appear to simultaneously hold convictions that I
think are diametrically opposed to each other.
Charles Lee Smith (1987-1964) was raised a
Methodist and entered college to study theology,
however, that study led him to become an
atheist. I greatly admire people who, faced with
facts contrary to their current beliefs, are able to
change their views, especially when it is a matter
as basic as religion. I know how hard set I am
about religion; it would take A LOT to change my
mind.
Anyway, he continued to pursue his new-found
atheism by founding the American Association
for the Advancement of Atheism (AAAA) which
lasted until 1988. It found its greatest success
on college campuses where at least 30 chapters
were formed.
But Smith revealed another side of himself by
taking over as editor of The Truth Seeker, a
magazine that is still available online at that link.
He subtitled the magazine as "The Journal for
Reasoners and Racists". Yes, Smith was a hard
core racist and a secular Humanist. Hard to
believe, eh?

Smith’s other claim to fame is that he is the last
person to be convicted of blasphemy in the US.
The story is best told by quoting his entry in
Wikipedia:
“Smith rented a store-front in Little Rock,
Arkansas, where he gave out free antireligious atheist literature. The sign in the
window read: "Evolution Is True. The Bible's
a Lie. God's a Ghost." For this, he was
charged with violating the city ordinance
against blasphemy. Because he was an
atheist, and therefore, wouldn't swear the
court's religious oath to tell the truth, he
wasn't permitted to testify in his own
defense. The judge then dismissed the
original charge, replacing it with one of
distributing obscene, slanderous, or
scurrilous literature. Smith was convicted,
fined $25, and served most of a twenty-sixday jail sentence.
“Upon his release, he immediately resumed
his atheistic activities, was again charged
with blasphemy, and this time convicted. In
his trial, he was once more denied the right
to testify and was sentenced to ninety days
in jail and a fine of $100. Released on $1,000
bail, Smith appealed the verdict. The case
then dragged on for several years, until it
was finally dismissed.
In some senses James Hervey Johnson assumed
Smith’s crusade after Smith’s death. He had
contributed to The Truth Seeker for three
decades and took over editorship from Smith
when he died. While readership declined under
his editorship, he promoted it with his own
money for years (he was independently
wealthy). He claimed to be a secular Humanist.
He also assumed leadership of the AAAA and
made no effort to blunt Smith’s racism. In fact,
he promoted white supremacy and added antiSemitism to his beliefs. He battled Madalyn
Murray O'Hair, flounder of American Atheists,
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for domination of the atheist movement in the
US. Finally, to add to his rejection of Humanist
principles, he ignored some basic scientific
principles, most notably the germ theory of
disease.
These men are interesting in their own right but
they also raise an interesting issue for all of us
today. How many Humanists principles do you
adhere to and how many are somehow cast aside?
In fact, do you HAVE to observe Humanist
principles in order to claim to be a Humanist? If
you reject, say, three principles, are you thrown
out of the tribe? Four? Six? More importantly,
how often do you read over our principles and
use them to reflect and guide your own life
stance.
I can only answer for me: not nearly as often as
I should.
What Does Google Say About Humanism?
By Judy Flattery
In considering Roger’s closing challenge in this
month’s President’s Column to reflect on
humanist principles in our own lives (what a
great way to start off the New Year!), I thought it
would be worthwhile to look up Humanist
principles on-line to see how they are variously
described. Here’s a sampling from a variety of
sources:
Principles of Humanism: | Free Inquiry –
Council of Secular Humanism: “We believe in
the common moral decencies: altruism,
integrity, honesty, truthfulness,
responsibility. Humanist ethics is amenable to
critical, rational guidance. There are normative
standards that we discover together.
Moral principles are tested by their
consequences.”
https://secularhumanism.org/what-is-secularhumanism/affirmations-of-humanism/
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Definition of Humanism | American Humanist
Association: “Humanism is an approach to life
based on reason and our common humanity,
recognizing that moral values are properly
founded on human nature and experience alone.
Humanism is a joyous alternative to religions
that believe in a supernatural god and life in a
hereafter (Oct 22, 2018).”
https://americanhumanist.org/what-ishumanism/definition-of-humanism/
Secular Humanism | American Humanist
Association: “Secular humanism, or simply
humanism, is a philosophy or life stance that
embraces human reason, ethics, and
philosophical naturalism while specifically
rejecting religious dogma, supernaturalism,
pseudoscience, and superstition as the basis of
morality and decision making.”
“Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life
that, without theism or other supernatural
beliefs, affirms our ability and responsibility to
lead ethical lives of personal fulfillment that
aspire to the greater good. (Nov 8, 2018)”
https://americanhumanist.org/what-is-humanism/

Secular Humanism | Google Dictionary:
“Noun… Humanism, with regard in particular to
the belief that humanity is capable of morality
and self-fulfillment without belief in God.”
Humanism vs. Atheism | Quora.com:
“Atheism does
only
mean
lack
of
belief in gods. Humanism means a philosophical stance that focuses on the value and agency
of
human
beings.
However atheism
and humanism accord with one another very
well, which is the reason that a lot of people
are atheists and (secular) humanists at the
same time.”
https://www.quora.com/Is-there-a-differencebetween-a-humanist-and-an-atheist
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The Humanist Manifesto | American Humanist
Association: According to Wikipedia, The
Humanist Manifesto was originally published in
1933 and has undergone several iterations. The
current version, Humanist Manifesto III, was
written by committee, and published in 2003 by
the AHA. Among the signatories were 21 Nobel
laureates.
This version condensed the
principles down to seven themes:
o “Knowledge of the world is derived by
observation,
experimentation,
and
rational analysis.
o “Humans are an integral part of nature,
the result of evolutionary change, an
unguided process.
o “Ethical values are derived from human
need and interest as tested by
experience.
o “Life’s
fulfillment
emerges
from
individual participation in the service of
humane ideals.
o “Humans are social by nature and find
meaning in relationships.
o “Working to benefit society maximizes
individual happiness.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanist_Manif
esto
Our Humanist Society of Santa Barbara
espouses the following principles and values.
This list is on the sign-in table at every meeting.
See how well your principles and values align
with the following.
The Affirmations of Humanism:
A Statement of Principles and Values
o We are committed to the application of
reason and science to the understanding of
the universe and to the solving of human
problems.
o We deplore efforts to denigrate human
intelligence, to seek to explain the world in
supernatural terms, and to look outside
nature for salvation.
o We believe that scientific discovery and
technology can contribute to the betterment
of human life.

o We believe in an open and pluralistic society
and that democracy is the best guarantee of
protecting human rights from authoritarian
elites and repressive majorities.
o We are committed to the principle of the
separation of church and state.
o We cultivate the art of negotiation and
compromise as a means of resolving
differences
and
achieving
mutual
understanding.
o We are concerned with securing justice and
fairness in society and with eliminating
discrimination and intolerance.
o We believe in supporting the disadvantaged
and the handicapped so that they will be able
to help themselves.
o We attempt to transcend divisive parochial
loyalties based on race, religion, gender,
nationality, creed, class, sexual orientation,
or ethnicity, and strive to work together for
the common good of humanity.
o We want to protect and enhance the earth, to
preserve it for future generations, and to
avoid inflicting needless suffering on other
species.
o We believe in enjoying life here and now and
in developing our creative talents to their
fullest.
o We believe in the cultivation of moral
excellence.
o We respect the right to privacy. Mature
adults should be allowed to fulfill their
aspirations, to express their sexual
preferences, to exercise reproductive
freedom, to have access to comprehensive
and informed health-care, and to die with
dignity.
o We believe in the common moral decencies;
altruism, integrity, honesty, truthfulness,
and responsibility. Humanist ethics are
amenable to critical, rational guidance.
There are normative standards that we
discover together. Moral principles are
tested by their consequences.
o We are concerned with the moral education
of our children. We want to nourish reason
and compassion.
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o We are engaged by the arts no less than by
the sciences.
o We are citizens of the universe and are
excited by discoveries still to be made in the
cosmos.
o We are skeptical of untested claims to
knowledge, and we are open to novel ideas
and seek new departures to our thinking.
o We affirm Humanism as a realistic
alternative to theologies of despair and
ideologies of violence and as a source of rich
personal
significance
and
genuine
satisfaction in the service to others.
o We believe in optimism rather than
pessimism, hope rather than despair,
learning in the place of dogma, truth instead
of ignorance, joy rather than guilt or sin,
tolerance in the place of fear, love instead of
hatred, compassion instead of selfishness,
beauty instead of ugliness, and reason rather
than blind faith or irrationality.
o We believe in the fullest realization of the
best and noblest that we are capable of as
human beings.
This is quite an impressive list! I am proud to
call myself a Humanist.

5

Our monthly meetings engage speakers who
address one or more of these principles or
values.
The dinners after our meetings along with our
summer picnic and winter solstice party are
intended to build community among area
Humanists.
We are always interested in
expanding our membership and growing our
community.

Do you know someone who endorses these
principles and values and would be interested in
joining our society? New members are always
welcome. They will find support and acceptance
among us.

More from the Freedom from Religion
Foundation 2018 Convention
By Diane Krohn

January birthday: Martin Luther King, Jr.,
1/15/29 – 4/4/68

Wayne Beckman and I attended the Freedom
From Religion Foundation’s (FFRF) annual
convention, held in San Francisco this year.
FFRF is mainly concerned with church-state
separation issues, and the organization pursues
many legal challenges to religious intrusion into
areas that should be secular. At the convention,
many of the speakers were recipients of
“awards” given by the FFRF as recognition for
secular activism; for example, the “Emperor Has
No Clothes” award, and the “Clarence Darrow
Award.”
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A few summaries of the speaker presentations
were in the December 2018 issue of The Secular
Circular.
The following are a few more
summaries of the various presentations.
David Kalyonides: The Christian Taliban in
Public Schools, FFRF v. Chino Valley School
District: Mr. Kalyonides is an attorney and was
the lead litigator for FFRF in this case (his
children also attend the school district). Chino
Valley School District has about 50,000
students. Three members of its Board of
Education come from the Dominionist Church
Calvary Chapel, Dominguez Hills. Dominionists
ascribe to extremely conservative Christian
views and seek political control – The Christian
Taliban. The Board started having prayers and
other religious (Christian) references and
parents started getting upset and were
complaining, but got nowhere, so the parents
reached out to FFRF. Kalynonides reminded the
audience that students maintain their 1st
Amendment rights for prayer in school – but it’s
not a 1st Amendment right for teachers, parents,
or administrators.
FFRF sent letters to the school district, but the
god-talk continued, so FFRF sued the school
district. There were 22 plaintiffs total, including
two parents of students attending the school.
The crux of the case was that the Board meetings
were done for the students: they attend and
participate in these meetings. The Taliban
Board members had brought up references to
God and the Bible at many meetings.
The case went to Federal Court. The best line
from Kalyonides’ talk: “The Board wanted to be
judged by Jesus. (I love this part!) They got their
wish: United States District Judge Jesus Bernal!”
The judge imposed a permanent injunction
against the Board. But the Board didn’t like that
result and got a new legal team from Calvary
Chapel Church. The case went to the 9th Circuit
Court, where they determined that the

injunction stands. Yay! This was a victory, but
Kalyonides
warned
that
Christian
fundamentalists are targeting local election
races; something for all of us to watch.
Nothing Fails Like Prayer Award: Jocelyn
Williamson: Ms. Williamson is a lifelong atheist
and is a director of the central Florida
Freethought Community. She also founded the
Science League for Kids, and she is a Humanist
Celebrant serving in central Florida.
She has presented many secular invocations at
city council and commission meetings (in lieu of
religious invocations). An example of one of her
secular invocations is presented here:
Invocation by Jocelyn Williamson
Ocoee, FL City Commission - May 15, 2018
“Good evening Mayor Johnson,
members, staff and citizens.

council

“As we convene this evening to focus on the
needs of city of Ocoee, let us remember that
when we share with others that which is most
important to us, listening begins.
“When we acknowledge the concerns of others,
when we say those concerns matter,
compassion begins.
“When we stand united against hatred, violence,
and injustice, courage begins.
“When we experience the full presence of each
other, because of our shared humanity, in spite
of our disagreements, this is where
understanding begins.
“May we be open to others’ ideas and beliefs,
respectful of our differences, not threatened by
them.
“May we grow in understanding of our own
motives. May we replace fear with knowledge,
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helping us to be patient and charitable in our
dialogue.
“While we often focus on our differences, this
evening let us also seek to understand the ideals
and values we share.
“Today and tomorrow, let us value one another
more than we did yesterday.”

7

Originally, Dickens intends for Tiny Tim to die,
but Tara, an Irish immigrant maid, suggests that
Tiny Tim should be saved by Scrooge, thus
redeeming Scrooge. Eventually, Dickens
understands why he has animosity towards his
father and because of this understanding, he is
able to re-connect with his father and the rest of
his family; he realizes that the book should be
about redemption. He finishes the book just in
time for a Christmas publication.
An interesting aspect of this movie is Dickens’
imagining of the book’s familiar characters:
Scrooge, Marley’s Ghost, the various other
ghosts, and Bob Cratchit’s family. Conversations
with the characters reveals how he developed
them into such memorable figures.

January birthday: Alexander Hamilton
1/11/1755 – 7/12/1804

Movies for Humanists: The Man Who
Invented Christmas
By Diane Krohn
Yes, the holidays are past, but this movie is still
worth watching!
The Man Who Invented
Christmas (2017) is a biographical movie about
Charles Dickens at about the time he wrote A
Christmas Carol.
Dickens had had success with a previous novel,
Oliver Twist, but now he is in financial
difficulties. He decides that he must write a new
book, and he is inspired by scenes around
London, including seeing a mostly-unattended
funeral of a rich man. The new book must be
written in six weeks so that it can be published
by Christmas. As he works on his book, Dickens
must also deal with his relationship with his
father (not a good one), and increasing tensions
between him and his wife and children.

This movie is notable not only for the historical
story, but also for the fact that Christmas did not
seem to be particularly religious at the time that
Dickens wrote the story. There is no mention of
Christianity nor any other religious aspects of
the holiday in the movie. The lessons from A
Christmas Carol show that generosity, caring for
the poor, and compassion are indeed secular
values.
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6225520/
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SJME Podcast Episode 43:
Male Circumcision: Religious Freedom or
Child Abuse?
By Judy Flattery
Ali Rizvi, a physician by training and the author
of The Atheist Muslim, spoke to our HSSB group
at the Faulkner Gallery in Spring, 2017. At that
time he announced the creation of a new
podcast, SJME (Secular Jihadists for a Muslim
Enlightenment) which he co-hosts with Armin
Navabi, the leader of the online community, The
Atheist Republic.
SJME is a fascinating podcast. A particularly
enlightening and engaging episode occurred
earlier this year with the topic of religious
circumcision (which occurs to children of both
sexes in various religious traditions). Here is
how they describe this episode:

“In this fascinating conversation, we cover all of
the usual arguments given for circumcising
healthy newborns—from religious and cultural
reasons to those supposed "health benefits." We
talk about FGM (female genital mutilation), how
it compares to male circumcision procedurally,
anatomically, politically, and socio-culturally.
And importantly, we talk about the ethics of
cutting babies: is it ever justified? If you have an
opinion about male circumcision, you'll find it
addressed here. Check it out.”
The audio can be found at this website:
https://player.fm/series/secular-jihadists-for-amuslim-enlightenment/ep43-male-circumcisionreligious-freedom-or-child-abuse

“With Iceland weighing a ban on male infant
circumcision, the usual outcry from Jews and
Muslims about “religious freedom," and
prominent Muslim activists like Maajid Nawaz
now openly speaking against the age-old
procedure, circumcision is back in the news in a
big way.
“In this episode, we speak to Brian D Earp,
Associate Director of the Yale-Hastings Program
in Ethics and Health Policy at Yale University
and a Research Fellow at the Centre for Practical
Ethics at the University of Oxford. He holds
degrees from Yale, Oxford, and Cambridge, is the
prolific author of dozens of research
publications, and is a leading academic
authority on infant genital cutting.
What’s in a Word?
By Roger Schlueter

By your response to my questions at our November meeting, not too many of you were moved to solve my
number question. So, since we’re a literary lot (right?), I thought maybe a word game might be more fun and
engaging. Start your Humanist New Year by finding a word that meets these criteria:
 Starts with a name, ends with a name
 Starts with a charge, ends with a charge
 Starts with an element, ends with an element

Now, that ought to be easy ... right?
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Non-HSSB Events of Interest
Upcoming Events in California:
 January 22, 2019: An Evening with
Madeline Albright. UCSB Arts &
Lectures, Granada Theater, Santa
Barbara.
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/De
tails.aspx?PerfNum=3889
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HSSB Contact Information
Officers:
President: Roger Schlueter, drrogers@cox.net
Secretary: Diane Krohn, djkrohn@cox.net
Treasurer: Neil Faught, nfaught@verizon.net
Board Members at Large:
Wayne Beckman, David Echols, Judy Flattery,
Mary Wilk, Nan Cisney, Colin Gordon,
Clover Brodhead Gowing



February 3rd: Annual LogiCal LA



February 22: Doris Kearns Goodwin:
Leadership in Turbulent Times. UCSB
Arts & Lectures, Granada Theatre.
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/De
tails.aspx?PerfNum=4057

Newsletter Editor:
Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular
is midnight, the last day of each month.



March 2: James Balog: The Human
Element: A Photographer’s Journey in
the Anthropocene. UCSB Arts &
Lectures, Granada Theatre.
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/De
tails.aspx?PerfNum=4059

HSSB Speaker meetings are held on the 3rd
Saturday of each month at 3:30 pm, usually in the
Theater Room at Valle Verde, 900 Calle De Los
Amigos, Santa Barbara. June and December social
events are held elsewhere. At meetings, a donation of
$2 from members and $5 from non-members is
appreciated. First-time visitors and students with ID
are welcome on a complimentary basis.



March 13: Elisabeth Rosenthal: An
American Sickness: How Healthcare
Became Big Business and How You
Can Take It Back. UCSB Arts &
Lectures, Campbell Hall.
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/De
tails.aspx?PerfNum=4063

Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service
805.679.3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949
Veronica Springs Road, Santa Barbara. No parking
at Valle Verde unless you have a handicapped
parking placard.

Upcoming Events Outside California:
 April 19-21: American Atheist
National Convention. Hilton
Netherland Plaza, Cincinnati, OH
https://www.aacon2019.org/


October 18-20: FFRF Annual
Convention, Monona Terrace
Community & Convention Center,
Madison WI.
https://ffrf.org/outreach/conventio
n

Past Issues of The Secular Circular are posted on
our website: www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org.
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a
single person, $60 for a couple, and $100 for a Society
Supporter and $300 (or more) for a Society Patron.
Non-members may subscribe to hardcopy of this
newsletter for an annual fee of $20. E-mail copies are
provided at no charge.
To join HSSB: Send your contact information and a
check for your membership dues to HSSB, PO Box
30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk.
For membership information contact Mary Wilk at
805-967-3045 or mwilk@cox.net
For More HSSB Information: 805-769-4772.
Like us on Facebook
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Humanist Society of
Santa Barbara
PO Box 30232
Santa Barbara, CA 93130

HSSB Calendar
Tuesday January 15, 2019: Board Meeting: 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members invited to
attend.
Saturday January 19, 2019: Monthly Meeting: Dr. David Bisno: “Is This How Fascism Comes to
America?” Meet at Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara, Talk starts at 3:00 p.m.
Optional buffet dinner after the talk at Valle Verde.
Tuesday February 12, 2019: Board Meeting: 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members invited to
attend.
Saturday February 16, 2019: Monthly Meeting: Speaker and topic TBA. Meet at Valle Verde Theater,
900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara, Talk starts at 3:00 p.m. Optional buffet dinner after the talk at
Valle Verde.

