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SANTA YNEZ RIVER WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 1 

AUGUST 30, 2018 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

A Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, 
Improvement District No. 1, was held at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 30, 2018 in the Conference Room 
at 1070 Faraday Street, Santa Ynez. 
 

Trustees Present: Kevin Walsh Harlan Burchardi Michael Burchardi 
 Jeff Clay Brad Joos  
 

Trustees Absent: None 
 

Others Present: Chris Dahlstrom Paeter Garcia Gary Kvistad 
 Karen King Fred Kovol Lee Rosenberg 
 Frances Komoroske Kevin Crossley Allen Anderson 
 Brian Schultz Nancy Emerson Wendy Berry 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 
President Walsh called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m., he stated this was a Special Meeting of 
the Board of Trustees.  Mrs. Martone reported all members of the Board were present. 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
President Walsh led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. REPORT BY THE SECRETARY TO THE BOARD REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR POSTING OF THE AGENDA: 
Mrs. Martone presented the affidavit of posting of the agenda, along with a true copy of the 
agenda for this meeting.  She reported that the agenda was posted in accordance with the 
California Government Code commencing at Section 54950 and also pursuant to Resolution No. 
340 of the District.  The affidavit is filed as evidence of the posting of the agenda items contained 
therein. 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Mr. Lee Rosenberg, Mr. Alan Anderson, and Ms. Frances Komoroske provided public comment. 
 

V. DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION – STATUS AND DISCUSSION ON THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 
1. Consider Tort Claim for Money or Damages – Frances Komoroske vs. SYRWCD, ID No.1 

President Walsh explained the procedures to consider the claim will be an introduction of the 
item by General Counsel; the Claimant will present the claim and evidence; the District staff 
will present a staff report and evidence; questions and comments from the public will be 
taken; the Board of Trustees will adjourn to Closed Session to deliberate; the Board of Trustees 
will reconvene to Open Session; General Counsel may recommend action on the claim; and 
then the Board will discuss the recommendation and consider taking action on the claim.   
 
Mr. Gary Kvistad, Legal Counsel, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, provided preliminary 
comments and noted that the claim is time barred; the leak was discovered and stopped on 
July 23, 2017 by the District, the claimant filed her tort claim on July 30, 2018 which is over 
one year later.  Mr. Kvistad advised that the District could notwithstanding the above 
consider the claim on its merits, although the District would not be waiving any defenses to 
the claim based on statute of limitations now or in any subsequent proceedings.   
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Mr. Dahlstrom reported that Claimant Frances Komoroske filed a Government Tort Claim 
against the District on July 30, 2018.  He reported that Ms. Komoroske received notification 
on August 27, 2018 of the August 30th Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees.  He noted that 
this Special Meeting has been scheduled within the 45-day requirement under the 
Governmental Tort Claims Act for the District to consider and act upon the claim.  Mr. 
Dahlstrom explained that Ms. Komoroske’s claim against the District is for alleged damages 
to real property located at 1710 Still Meadow Road.   Mr. Dahlstrom reported that Ms. 
Komoroske has submitted several emails to the District with two videos and several 
photographs, which he would present to the Board if such materials were not presented by 
Ms. Komoroske. Mr. Dahlstrom stated that Ms. Komoroske is seeking $5,527.25, the amount 
of expenses that she contends to have spent in remedying the problem alleged to have been 
caused by ID No.1; which amount according to the claim consists of $2,977 for an excavator, 
$290 for pipe, $940.25 for boulders, $290 to transport the boulders to the site, and $500 to chop 
up and remove downed eucalyptus trees.  Mr. Dahlstrom reported that the claim for damages 
is specific to work that was done to a ravine located on the west side of the creek at 1710 Still 
Meadow Road.  Mr. Dahlstrom noted the District did not receive any invoices or permits from 
Ms. Komoroske for the work done in relation to the claim.   
 
President Walsh stated the Board is here to look at the facts, hear both sides objectively and 
consider what is presented and render action if warranted.  He stated Ms. Komoroske is 
welcome to present her claim and any evidence in support of the claim submitted.  
 
Ms. Komoroske provided a presentation of her claim which included photos and video 
footage taken and narrated by Mr. Brian Schultz, who is her neighbor and who informed Ms. 
Komoroske regarding the basis of her claim.  Mr. Kevin Crossley, husband of Ms. Komoroske, 
provided comments and information to the Board in support of the claim.  Ms. Komoroske 
introduced Mr. Schultz as her pipe expert to provide technicalities in support of her claim.  
Mr. Schultz provided comments and information to the Board in support of Ms. Komoroske’s 
claim.  Upon conclusion of Ms. Komoroske’s presentation, the Board was provided time for 
questions.  Additional comments were provided by Ms. Komoroske, Mr. Crossley, and Mr. 
Schultz.  Ms. Komoroske confirmed that damage to the ravine on her property where she 
conducted the excavation, piping, and boulder work to complete horse fencing on her 
property was not actually caused by the District’s water leak, but instead alleged the leak 
caused damage to the separate creek drainage on her property.  

 
Mr. Dahlstrom provided a presentation to the Board relating to the claim filed by Ms. 
Komoroske.  The presentation included procedural history; technical facts and issues; claim 
assertions; and District responses, including a technical memorandum prepared by the 
District’s consulting engineer, Stetson Engineers.  Upon conclusion of Mr. Dahlstrom’s 
presentation, the Board was provided time for questions.  President Walsh then allowed 
public comment.  
 
Ms. Frances Komoroske, Mr. Allen Anderson, and Mr. Brian Schultz provided additional 
comments to the Board in support of Ms. Komoroske’s tort claim. 
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VI. CLOSED SESSION:  
The Board adjourned to closed session at 5:35 p.m. to discuss the claim.   
 
A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – POTENTIAL LITIGATION 

1. Tort Claim for Money or Damages - Frances Komoroske vs. SYRWCD, ID No.1 
[Subdivision (d)(3) of Section 54956.9 of the Government Code – 1 case] 

 
VII. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION - POSSIBLE BOARD ACTION ON TORT CLAIM: 

1. Tort Claim for Money or Damages – Frances Komoroske vs. SYRWCD, ID No.1 
 

The Board reconvened to open session at 6:01 p.m.  President Walsh announced there was 
no reportable action as a result of the Closed Session.  President Walsh stated the Board 
would like to do a site visit and then consider everything that has been said today after the 
site visit to Ms. Komoroske’s property.  Discussion ensued, and arrangements were made 
with Ms. Komoroske’s agreement for the Board to conduct a site visit at her property at 
1710 Still Meadow Road on September 4, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.  President Walsh stated that the 
site visit at Ms. Komoroske’s property would be considered a Special Board Meeting due 
to a quorum of the Board of Trustees.   
 
Mr. Kvistad stated the site visit will occur September 4, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. and another 
Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees will follow at 4:00 p.m. for the Board to continue 
its deliberations on the claim in Closed Session.  Mr. Kvistad explained there will be a 
Brown Act noticing process for the site visit that must be followed and that District staff 
would be contacting Ms. Komoroske relating to those requirements. 
 

VIII. CLOSED SESSION: 
The Board adjourned to Closed Session at 6:06 p.m. to discuss VIII. A.1.   
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – POTENTIAL LITIGATION 
1. Potential initiation of litigation by the agency 

[Subdivision (d)(4) of Section 54956.9 of the Government Code – 1 case] 
 

The Board reconvened to Open Session at 6:53 p.m. Mr. Kvistad District Legal Counsel, 
announced there was no reportable action as a result of the Closed Session.   

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 

Being no further business, it was MOVED by Trustee M. Burchardi, seconded by Trustee H. 
Burchardi and carried by a 5-0-0 voice vote to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 p.m. 

 

 
THE AUGUST 30, 2018 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES WERE APPROVED AT THE OCTOBER 18, 2018 

SPECIAL MEETING. 


