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Join us for our annual…

Summer Solstice Picnic
When: Saturday June 16, 2018
Where: Stow Grove Park, 580 North La Patera
Lane, Goleta, CA 93117. Picnic Area 3.
Time: Noon to Sunset

GOOD FOOD/GAMES/PRIZES
The picnic is free, however, you MUST RSVP by June 13.
No exceptions! Email Nan: cisneynan@gmail.com

Members are kindly asked to bring an appetizer or dessert.
Location: Stow Grove Park is located
at North La Patera Lane across the
street from La Patera Place, Goleta CA
93117.

Directions: From Highway 101, exit at Los Carneros Rd. Turn toward the mountains. Turn right on
Cathedral Oaks Rd. When you see a large rectangular archway on the LEFT that says “La Patera
Ranch," then turn RIGHT on La Patera Lane. If you reach Fairview Avenue, you've gone too far. After
you turn right on La Patera Lane, turn left into the first driveway. There is plenty of parking.
There are restrooms in the Redwood forest area.
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The President’s Column
The House Chaplain
By Roger Schlueter
On April 15, 2018, Rev. Patrick J. Conroy
submitted his resignation to the Speaker of the
House, Paul Ryan. Conroy was first elected (did
you know the House Chaplain was elected? I
didn’t) in May, 2011 and had been reelected and
served in that position until his resignation. He
maintains that his resignation was prompted by
a visit from Jonathan Burks, Ryan’s Chief of Staff,
in which he “dismissively” stated that “maybe
it’s time that we had a Chaplin that wasn’t a
Catholic.” He apparently also offered other
reasons but none that rose to the level of “for
cause”.
I find this hard to believe. I have to think that
someone in such a powerful position as Burks
would have sufficient political savvy to avoid
such an - what should I say - indelicate
statement. Of course, Burks countered that he
did not agree with Conroy’s memory of the
meeting by saying through a spokeswoman, “To
suggest there is any anti-Catholic bias in the
speaker’s office is not only wrong but absurd.”
Nonetheless, Conroy felt he had no choice but to
resign, which he did. But then on May 3, he
wrote back to Ryan, rescinding his resignation
and stating his intention to remain in office until
he was terminated “for cause”.
He also
suggested Burks had an anti-Catholic bias. Ryan
backed down and we’re back to where we
began.... except, as you can imagine, there was a
dispute over the whole issue. Questions arose
about that accusation of anti-Catholic bias.
Conroy had also stepped into a politically
dangerous territory in some of his invocations
which spoke of the need to care for the poor
which did not sit well with the extreme rightwing House Freedom Caucus.
In short, it was a political tempest in a teapot
with questions and accusations flying about. But
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no one seemed to be willing to ask the most
important question: Why do we have a House
Chaplain at all?
If nothing else, this incident demonstrates that
religion is NOT a unifying force. Not in Congress,
not within the general population and not
around the world. Injecting religion into politics
by having a House and Senate Chaplain degrades
religion by mixing it in with the messy give-andtake of political discourse and undermines that
discourse when one side claims that god is on
their side.
How did we get here? According to Rachel K.
Laser, president and chief executive of
Americans United for Separation of Church and
State, in 1800 when the capital moved to its
present location, there were only a few houses
of worship available to congressmen. In fact,
James Madison, chief architect of the
Constitution and, notably, the primary author of
the First Amendment guaranteeing freedom of
religion, was a member of the House committee
that chose the first chaplain. He later regretted
his participation, writing, “Is the appointment of
Chaplains to the two Houses of Congress
consistent with the Constitution, and with the
pure principle of religious freedom?” His
answer: “In strictness the answer on both points
must be in the negative.”
Since Madison, every congressional chaplain has
been a white, male Christian. That might have
been appropriate in the 1800s, but it most
certainly is not in today’s pluralistic society.
Sadly, in 1983 the Supreme Court ruled that the
historical traditions of chaplains in federal and
state legislative chambers is allowed. So we are
stuck with congressional chaplains for the
foreseeable future.
As a Humanist, I reject the concept of
congressional chaplains. They violate Humanist
principles, they trample on the vitally important
idea of separation of church and state, and they
offer no value to politicians nor religionists. But
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live with them we must. #Sad!

Summary of Our 5/19/18 Speaker,
Ashleigh Brilliant:
Support Your Local God
By Robert Bernstein
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some other technology involving computers and
email. And, later, digital photography. I was
honored to be a part of his life.
Like me, he avoids driving as much as possible,
preferring to bike and to walk or ride the bus.
Interesting, since his UC Berkeley PhD history
dissertation was on the history of the
automobile in Southern California. He would
think nothing of walking from downtown Santa
Barbara to UCSB and coming home on the bus.
This common interest led to us hiking together
on occasion.

I have known Ashleigh Brilliant for about 35
years. On a family trip to Chicago in 1969 I saw
a rack of his Pot Shot post cards and bought two
of them. Here is one:
Ashleigh Brilliant and Robert Bernstein, friends for 35
years. Photo courtesy of Robert Bernstein.

In the early 1980s I was at the July 4 Mission Art
Show and was honored to meet Ashleigh in
person.
When he learned that I was a science and
engineering person he invited me to his home to
see if I could set a timepiece that he had. He was
thrilled that I could do so. I later helped him with

Ashleigh Brilliant and Robert Bernstein, friends for 35
years, taking a hike. Photo courtesy of Robert
Bernstein.
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We shared a similar background in some ways.
We were both from a Jewish background yet we
were not believers. But there were notable
differences. I grew up in a family of activists.
Ashleigh is not much of an activist except when
something gets him fired up. He hates noise (as
do I) and he successfully fought for a ban on dirt
blowers in Santa Barbara.
Knowing that he generally is not much of an
activist made his talk to the Humanist Society
less of a surprise to me than to others. Still, it
was surprising to
learn new things
about Ashleigh after
knowing him so long.
Ashleigh began his
Humanist Society talk
with the greeting
"Fellow
Humans"
rather than "Fellow
Humanists". Much of
his talk was devoted
to his doubts that he
should call himself a
Humanist.

Ashleigh
Brilliant
addressing HSSB meeting
attendees.
Photo
by
Marian Shapiro.

Part of this was due to his general aversion to
identifying with any organized groups. But there
was more.

Boardmember Clover
Brodhead
Gowing
introduces Ashleigh
Brilliant.
Photo by
Marian Shapiro.

Humanist Society Board
member Clover Gowing
had sent him a letter
inviting him to speak.
He was charmed with
her name. She had been
intrigued by an article,
"Astronomy
and
Angels", which he had
published
in
the
Montecito Journal. In
her
letter
she
mentioned
the
"rampant religiosity in
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the land" and Ashleigh appreciated her poetic
language.
But he was concerned that Humanists seemed to
spend too much time thinking about and
bashing organized religion. He has written over
10,000 epigrams on many subjects. Many do
mention God, but usually "in a sort of friendly
way." For example "God doesn't make special
reports to me – I just have to assume the
universe is running properly."
And the one he selected as the title of his talk
"Support your Local God". This was a take-off on
the 1960s slogan "Support your local police". It
was also a reminder that each locality has its
own gods. "When in Rome, do as the Romans
do." His last book was titled I'm Just Moving
Clouds Today – Tomorrow I'll Try Mountains. It
had a faith theme. This was a takeoff on "If the
mountain won't come to Muhammad, then
Muhammad must go to the mountain".
As for “Rampant Religiosity”, he sees himself
less as a “Good Humanist Man” than as a “Good
Humor Man”, peddling sweet little morsels of his
own brand of enlightenment.
He confesses that he sometimes will watch
televangelists. He particularly likes Joel Osteen.
He likes that
Osteen has a
positive
message that
God is always
on your side. A
message of the
“Power
of
Faith”. Many of
Ashleigh's
own Pot Shots Sharron & Jeff Adams at the May
are
along meeting. Photo by Marian Shapiro.
these lines:
“The active ingredient in many very effective
home remedies is called faith.”
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“There is always room in my faith for you and
your doubts.”

The Arts in 1987. He received $2,000 cash and a
free trip to Kansas City to receive the award.

“The only truly solid foundation there can be for
anything in this world is solid faith.”

Here is the program from that event.

“When it's my faith against your statistics, your
statistics haven't got a chance.”
He is also proud of some non-religious
messages. His very first Pot Shot #1 says "Let’s
keep the Christ in Chrysler” which was inspired
by seeing "Let's Keep the Christ in Christmas" on
a car bumper sticker.

Ashleigh suggested that awards can be good
incentives (although not in his case as he did not
even know of the award): The $25,000 Orteig
Prize motivated Lindbergh to fly non-stop from
New York to Paris. Ashleigh suggested that
maybe there should be a ten million dollar prize
if you live to age 120. You would want to stay
healthy enough to enjoy the money, too.
Perhaps a prize for a cure for the common cold,
too.

Members attending May meeting. Photo by Marian
Shapiro.

He offered another Humanist credential: A song
he wrote about brotherhood while living in
Haight Ashbury during the "Summer of Love".
He sang it for us, to the tune of "Home on the
Range".
Ashleigh Brilliant autographs one of his books for
Meredith McMinn. Photo by Marian Shapiro.

Then came an extraordinary revelation about
Ashleigh that I had not known. Raymond B.
Bragg was a Unitarian minister in Kansas City.
He was a leading Humanist. Indeed, he initiated
the first Humanist Manifesto of 1933. Bragg died
in 1979 but an award was established in his
honor. Ashleigh said that he received their very
first Award for Humanism in Entertainment and

As for going after "Rampant Religiosity"? He
sang another of his songs about "Father Fallon"
who turns on from being Catholic priest to
hippie.
As for Atheism, one of his epigrams says: "For
obvious reasons, Atheists have to take very good
care of themselves." A reference to the 1929 song
"Button-Up Your Overcoat".
But Ashleigh thinks he does not have enough
faith to be a good Atheist… and, he says, being an
Agnostic is just a cop-out. Growing up, he went
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through all of the Jewish rituals. He went to five
years of Hebrew School and had a Bar Mitzvah.
Yet he never learned to understand Hebrew, nor
did he end up believing anything of a theological
nature. At age 19 he lived in Israel for a summer
and came away even less religious.
He created a crisis in his family by dating women
outside of the faith. The women ended up taking
Jewish lessons and converted to Judaism.
Clover had sent him a Pew study of attitudes
toward different religious groups. Surprisingly,
Jews came out at the top. And Atheists came out
at the very bottom. He wonders if it is not about
ideology but about the long “A” sound at the
start. Perhaps it reminds people of ailments,
aging, alienation, aches, AIDS, and anal exams.
Perhaps "Freethinkers" would elicit a more
positive response in a Pew study. Americans
love Freedom. As for “Rampant Religiosity”
affecting his life, he says it has not. His
publishers have never tried to change his
writings.
He closed with this Atheist's Prayer:
God, who does not exist,
Help me to deny thee;
Lord of the lordless,
Give me faith to have no faith,
Give me the wisdom not to understand – And the
power to doubt.
It was a most unusual Humanist Society meeting
with just one question. Former Humanist
Society President Ron Kronenberg asked
Ashleigh if he thought life was worth living.
Before Ashleigh had a chance to answer, I
reminded him of one of the two Pot Shots that I
bought as a child at the airport in Chicago.
When I asked him later about this question he
said, "Compared to what?" Asking if life is worth
living has to be compared with some alternative!

Ashleigh has kindly offered the full text of his
speech here.

.

Can You Name Them All? Answers on page 9.

Some Other Atheist Prayers:
All Things Dull and Ugly
(contributed by Roger Schleuter)

All things dull and ugly,
All creatures short and squat,
All things rude and nasty,
The Lord God made the lot.
Each little snake that poisons,
Each little wasp that stings,
He made their brutish venom.
He made their horrid wings.
All things sick and cancerous,
All evil great and small,
All things foul and dangerous,
The Lord God made them all.
Each nasty little hornet,
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Each beastly little squid-Who made the spikey urchin?
Who made the sharks? He did!
All things scabbed and ulcerous,
All pox both great and small,
Putrid, foul and gangrenous,
The Lord God made them all.
Amen.
- Monty Python

Therefore I Am… Submitted by Clover Brodhead Gowing

And here’s one more prayer which is a take-off
on “The Lord’s Prayer” published 3/16/08 in the
Friendly Atheist blog on www.patheos.com.
The Atheist’s Prayer
Our brains, which art in our heads, treasured be
thy name.
Thy reasoning come, Thy best you can do be done
on earth as it is.
Give us this day new insight to help resolve
conflicts and ease pain.
And lead us not into supernatural explanations;
deliver us from the denial of logic.
For thine is the kingdom of reason, and even
though thy powers are limited, and you’re not
always glorious, you are the best evolutionary
adaptation we have for helping this earth now
and forever and ever. So be it.
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Stop Being So Offensive
Excerpted from Atheist Republic email, 5/21/18
One of the most common things we hear from
people who visit [the Atheist Republic]
Facebook page or website is... “Why do you have
to be so offensive?” or “Why can’t you just keep
your views to yourself and let other people
believe what they want?” The thought is that if
we all just have our own views and don’t talk
about them, everything will be fine and we won’t
have to fight about anything or offend anyone.
“You have to respect other people’s beliefs.”
The easy response to this is “No, actually, beliefs
do not have to be respected.” I respect your
right to have them. I respect your right to
peacefully express them. I do not respect your
belief that I am an evil person. I do not respect
your belief that I am going to hell. I do not
respect brainwashing. I do no respect cults. I do
not respect hatred, sexism, or tyranny. I do not
respect your religion. And I don’t have to. And
you don’t have to respect my atheism. Religious
opinions are no more entitled to respect or
protection than any other opinion. Human
beings have rights and should be respected.
Books and beliefs don’t have to be respected.
Ideas are not sacred. They can, and should be
held up for analysis and criticism. It is, in fact,
absurd for a person to be so profoundly
offended by a harsh word said about their
religion and yet insist on the right to impose
their injustice and oppression on the world.
“Stop being so offensive.”
Saying someone is offensive is not even
technically correct. Offense is subjective and
personal. Just because someone expresses their
views with conviction, does not mean they’re
being fundamentally offensive. I may get
offended at something, but that’s on me. Just
because a religious person gets offended by
something we say doesn’t mean we’re offensive.
Anything an atheist says about religion can
make the religious feel uncomfortable or offend
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them but that doesn’t mean they have the right
to expect us to stop sharing our views.
“You can have your views without arguing
with others about theirs.”
Going
back
and
forth
in
discussion/conversation about particular issues
is one of the beautiful things about being human.
It’s how we solve problems, come up with new
ideas and decide on what is acceptable and not
acceptable within any given social context.
Innovation would cease to exist if we didn’t have
“arguments”. Human progression depends on
our ability to express our views, support them,
argue against other views, and being willing to
change our minds if an argument is strong
enough.
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Proudly expressing yourself is a great way to
prove that atheism is nothing to be embarrassed
about.
[The article then went on to offer the following
t-shirts available for purchase from the Atheist
Republic on-line store as a way of being more
open and self-expressed.
Proceeds from
clothing, bumper stickers, buttons, pins, jewelry
and more support the Atheist Republic website
and work.

Any view that desires to be immune from
criticism isn’t one worth having.
Around the world, atheism carries a social
stigma. In some places, abandoning the popular
religion can even be dangerous. Many believe
that people can’t be moral without believing in
god, others feel that their own beliefs are being
threatened when atheists begin to speak out.
This makes expressing our atheism even more
important. We want the [members of Atheist
Republic] to feel empowered and to be proud of
being atheists.
We believe in expressing
atheism without shame.
This is why – when it’s safe – it is valuable for
atheists to be open about their atheism. When
people already know you as a moral citizen, it
becomes that much harder to paint you as a
villain. If it’s safe for you to “come out” where
you live, consider doing so – you’ll be helping
yourself and atheists in general.
You might even discover that there are more
atheists or sympathetic people among your
friends and family than you ever imagined. You
could also get the support and interest of
complete strangers who appreciate your views.

I particularly like the Atheist Republic’s
“Fiction” t-shirt which is a take-off on the
popular “Coexist” t-shirts. –ed.]

The HSSB Secular Circular – June 2018

Non HSSB Events of Interest
Upcoming Events in California:




June 10: SkeptiCal 2018: Northern
California’s Science + Skepticism.
Speakers include Robert Lustig, Carrie
Sager, Laura Sydell, and Seth Shostak.
Berkeley.
http://www.skepticalcon.com/
August 26: Freethought Alliance
Conference. Lakewood.
http://freethoughtalliance.org/fta/

Upcoming Events Outside of California:




July 15-August 2: Skeptics Society 2018
Grand Irish Odyssey Geology Tour.
https://www.skeptic.com/geology_tour
s/2018/Grand-Irish-Odyssey/
August 18-19: Robert Green Ingersoll
Birthplace Museum Silver Anniversary
Celebration. Speakers include Tim
Binga, Robyn Blumner, Sue Boland, and
Roderick Bradford. Syracuse, NY.
https://freethought-trail.org/latestnews/article:ingersoll-museum-silveranniversary-conference-registration-isopen/
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HSSB Contact Information
Officers:
President: Roger Schlueter, drrogers@cox.net
Secr: Suzanne Spillman, urbanfollies@gmail.com
Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@verizon.net
Board Members at Large:
Wayne Beckman, Diane Krohn, David Echols,
Judy Flattery, Mary Wilk, Pat Ward,
Clover Brodhead Gowing
Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline
Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is
midnight, the last day of each month.
HSSB Speaker meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday
of each month at 3:00 pm, in the Theater Room at Valle
Verde, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara. June
and December social events are held elsewhere.
Speaker Meeting Parking (with free shuttle service
805.679.3660) is at Veronica Springs Church, 949
Veronica Springs Rd., Santa Barbara. No parking at
Valle Verde unless you have a handicapped parking
placard.
Check our web site: www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org
for past issues of SC At meetings, a donation of $2 from
members and $5 from non-members is appreciated.
First-time visitors and students with ID are welcome on
a complimentary basis.
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single
person, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) to become
a Society Supporter. Non-members may subscribe to
hardcopy of this newsletter for an annual fee of $20. Email copies provided at no charge.
To join HSSB, please send your contact information and
a check for your membership dues to HSSB, P.O. Box
30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk. For
membership information contact Mary Wilk at
mwilk@cox.net.

Answers to Can You Name Them All?
From left to right: Bill Maher, Christopher Hitchens,
Neil deGrasse -Tyson , Penn Gillette, Lawrence Krauss,
George Carlin, Ricky Gervais, Richard Dawkins

For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772.
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the
HSSB website.
Like us on Facebook

Humanist Society of
Santa Barbara
PO Box 30232
Santa Barbara, CA 93130

**SEE YOU AT THE PICNIC**
HSSB Summer Solstice Picnic
June 16 at Stow Grove Park

HSSB Calendar
Tuesday June 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members are invited to attend.
Saturday June16: Summer Solstice Picnic Gathering Stow Grove Park, 580 North La Patera Lane, Goleta,
CA 93117. Picnic Area 3. Noon. RSVP by Wednesday June 13 to cisneynan@gmail.com.
Tuesday July 17: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members are invited to attend.
Saturday July 21: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: TBD. Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De
Los Amigos, Santa Barbara.
Tuesday Aug 14: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members are invited to attend.
Saturday Aug 18: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: TBD. Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De
Los Amigos, Santa Barbara.

