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Have you ever been stumped about what belongs in the recycling and what 
belongs in the trash? Sometimes an item may seem like it should be recycled, 
but it’s actually trash. Check out the following list to learn more about the 
most common confusing items that seem recyclable but are actually trash.

Questions? Call 963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com

But what if the item has a recycling symbol on it? Not always!  
The universal recycling symbol may mean that a product or package is 
recyclable, but it can also mean that it is made from recycled content. 
For example, while Styrofoam is technically made from recycled material, 
in many places (including Santa Barbara County) it is not recyclable due 
to its light weight and difficulty to transport.

Can I ReCyCle ThaT?

•	 Plastic	bags – Plastic bags and other film plastics must go in 
the trash. Currently, it is cheaper to produce new film plastics 
(bags, Saran wrap, Ziplocks, bubble wrap, etc.) than it is to 
recycle them. If plastic easily crumples in your hand, trash it. If 
plastic makes a “thunk” noise when you hit it against something, 
recycle it! Keep some reusable bags in your car or your purse for 
shopping trips. 

•	 Straws – Straws suck. They are too small to be recycled 
into new products, and they often end up in the oceans and 
stomachs of marine animals. Reusable straws are inexpensive 
and good for the environment – double win! 

•	 Pizza	boxes – Soiled pizza boxes are not recyclable, but 
the clean parts are! Food, oils, and liquids left on cardboard 
contaminate other recyclables. Remove any cardboard that is 
contaminated with food or oil, and throw it away in the trash.  
The clean cardboard pieces can be recycled. 

•	 Styrofoam	and	packing	peanuts – Polystyrene foam (otherwise 
known as Styrofoam) does not biodegrade, and it is detrimental 
to marine life. Get in the habit of bringing reusable containers to 
restaurants, or ask for your food to be wrapped in foil instead. 
Refuse to buy products that are packaged in Styrofoam to 
exercise your consumer buying power. 

•	 Clothing – While clothing does not belong in your blue recycling 
bin, it can be given a second chance at life. Repair ripped or 
damaged clothes rather than replacing them. Shopping at 
vintage stores counts too! Cut up old clothes and use them as 
rags around the house. Donate clothing to family, friends, and 
local thrift stores to prevent more waste.



MarBorg Industries is giving you greater flexibility when disposing of bulky waste! Curbside Bulky Waste 
collections may be scheduled on the FIRST TUESDAY of every month. Each residential customer will be able to 
schedule FOUR of these curbside pick-ups per calendar year. 

If you have any questions, or would like to schedule any of your bulky waste collection days, please call our 
office at (805) 963-1852. Call us to schedule a clean-up by the Friday before the requested collection day.

Alert our customer service representative if you have bulky items, electronic items, or both. Place your items at 
the curb by 6 a.m. on the day of the pickup, or the night before.

MarBorg’s next City of Buellton Hazardous Waste Collection Day will take place on 
Saturday,	May	5,	2018,	from	9	a.m.	–	1	p.m.  Hazardous Waste Collection Days take 
place at the Buellton	Wastewater	Treatment	Plant	at	79	Industrial	Way 
and are FREE to residents of the City of Buellton only. 

Examples of Household Hazardous Waste accepted include:
Automotive fluids, batteries, cleaners, gardening supplies,  
fluorescent bulbs, medications, paint, pool chemicals, etc.

Hazardous Waste Collection Day

NO explosive, radioactive, or biological material   
NO ammunition   NO controlled substances

The	Santa	Barbara	County	Public	Works	
Department	is	currently	offering	discounted	
compost	bins.	Bins	are	available	at	the	South	
Coast	Recycling	and	Transfer	Station	located	
at	4430	Calle	Real,	Santa	Barbara	from	Monday		
to	Saturday,	7	a.m.	to	5	p.m.

For	more	information	on	creating	your	own	nutrient	
rich	compost	for	your	garden	call	882-3618,	or	visit	
www.LessIsMore.org/compost.

Discounted 
Compost Bins



how To ReCyCle  BaTTeRIes!
1. Tape the ends of each battery with 

electrical, masking, or duct tape so 
that the poles are not exposed.

2. Put the taped batteries in a clear 
plastic bag.

3. Place the bag on top of (not inside) 
your blue recycling container on your 
recycling collection day.

In order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and meet statewide recycling goals, California has enacted 
two mandatory programs to divert recyclables from landfills.

• Subscribe to recycling collection service with an approved hauler,  
like MarBorg

• Self-haul to permitted solid waste facility or buy back center
• Arrange for the pickup of recyclable materials
• Subscribe to a recycling service that may include mixed waste 

processing that yields diversion results comparable to source separation

AB 341 – California’s Commercial Recycling
All businesses that generate four cubic yards of trash per week, and multifamily 
residential dwellings of 5 units or more, must arrange for recycling services. 
Businesses can take one or any combination of the following actions in order to 
reuse, recycle, or otherwise divert solid waste from disposal:

AB 1826 – California’s Commercial Organics Recycling

In 2014, the State of California adopted Assembly Bill No. 1826, a mandatory 
commercial organics recycling law that took effect in 2016. “Organic waste” 
means food waste, green waste, landscape and pruning waste, nonhazardous 
wood waste, and food-soiled paper that is mixed in with food waste.

As of January 1, 2017, it is the law that businesses and multifamily residential 
dwellings of 5 units or more that generate four cubic yards of organic waste per 
week should recycle their organic waste. If this applies to you, or if you are unsure, 
please contact Sarah	Stark at sstark@marborg.com or (805)	963-1852.

aRe you ComplIanT?

AB 341

AB 1826
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ALL PLASTIC (Todo Plástico) 
No Styrofoam or packing peanuts.

No plastic bags.

GLASS BOTTLES & JARS
 (Botellas y Tarros de Vidrio) 

No window glass or drinking glasses.

ALL METAL (Todo Metal) 
No full or partly-full containers.

No oil filters.

PAPER & CARDBOARD (Papel y Cartón) 
No paper plates, towels, napkins.

YES
Grass, leaves, flowers,

yard trimmings, ivy, plants 

and small branches.

NO
Palm fronds, pampas grass, food, 

animal waste, plastic bags, nursery 

pots, dirt, rocks or smelly socks!

Questions? Call 963-1852 or visit www.MarBorg.com

Visit us on Facebook

GREEN WASTE RECYCLING 
As a reminder, the following are DO’s and DO NOT’s for your green waste containers:




