
   

 
 

 
 

Join us for our April Speaker Meeting at Valle Verde 

The Illusion of God’s 
Presence    

 
John C. Wathey will speak to the Humanist Society on some 
puzzles of religion that science has largely overlooked: 
 
Why do seven percent of members of the National Academy 
of Sciences believe in a personal god who answers prayer?  
 
The question is important because it probes the most irresistible essence of the 
appeal of religious and spiritual thinking. Using evidence from visual illusions, 
behavioral biology, and neuroscience, Dr. Wathey offers explanations for this and 
other questions. 
 
John Wathey is a computational biologist whose research interests include evolutionary algorithms 
and the biology of nervous systems. He got his PhD in Neurosciences at UC San Diego and has spent 
most of his career working on computer simulations of protein folding. 

 

Newsletter of the Humanist Society of Santa Barbara 
 

 www.SBHumanists.org                        APRIL 2018 

 

When:  Saturday, April 21, 2018 
Where:  Valle Verde. 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara, CA. 
Parking: Please park at 1st Baptist Church, 949 Veronica Springs Road.  Free shuttle to and from 
meeting.  No parking at Valle Verde (except for handicapped parking) 
Time:  Doors open at 2.30 pm. Program begins promptly at 3.00 pm 
Optional Buffet Dinner: After the Meeting at Valle Verde, $25. Reservations required. RSVP to 
Nan Cisney at cisneynan@gmail.com  by noon Wednesday  April  18.   Shuttle also available after 
dinner. 
Donation:  $2 members, $5 non-members. Students with ID are free.  
For More Info: Call 805-769-HSSB  (769-4772) 
 

A Reminder from Roger: Parking on the street in front of Valle Verde is not 
allowed when attending events there.  This applies to all groups, not just the 
Humanists.  Most of us have cooperated with this requirement so a big "THANK 
YOU" to all those who have taken the shuttle.  There is only ONE EXCEPTION 
to the shuttle parking rule which is that anyone who has a handicapped placard 
is welcome to use the handicap parking spots that are right in front of the main 
entrance by the walkway to the auditorium where our meetings are held.  
Thank you again for your cooperation in using the shuttle service.  
      - Roger Schleuter, HSSB President 

 

http://www.sbhumanists.org/
mailto:cisneynan@gmail.com
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The President’s Column 
The Humanist Robot – Part 2 

By Roger Schlueter 
 
Last month we discussed the increasing 
ubiquity of robots - however loosely defined - 
and introduced some “laws” that might confine 
robotic behavior.  One might question the need 
for robotic constraints but, in fact, there are 
substantive fears regarding human/robot 
interactions.  This month, we’ll take a look at 
some of the most encompassing fears. 
 
Probably the most widely held one is the fear of 
the unknown.  For context, we can look 
backward to around 1970, roughly 50 years ago.  
IBM was then the largest computer 
manufacturer with  Digital Equipment 
Corporation (DEC) dominant in smaller, 
technically oriented system such as their PDP 
and VAX systems.  Now, IBM no longer is 
Number One and DEC went bankrupt after its 
president famously said (paraphrasing) “no 
more than five microcomputers will ever be 
sold”. 

That era saw the 
introduction of the first 
AI mobile robot called 
Shakey; it could move 
at the breathtaking 
speed of 2 meters per 
hour!  Now, two- and 
four-legged robots can 
deftly and rapidly move 
about over rocks and 
snow. 
 
Consider the progress 

we’ve made in the last 50 years when you try to 
imagine what robots will be like 50 years from 
now.  Their “intellectual” and physical powers 
will be amazing ... and threatening.  The fear of 
the unforeseen future is certainly valid. 
 
A second fear concerns the potential use of 
robots for nefarious purposes; military 

applications coming immediately to mind.  Small 
flying robots the size of a butterfly or even a bee 
could be used in non-military applications to 
further enhance government’s ability to spy on 
the civilian population. There are a myriad of 
beneficial uses of future “intelligent” robots but 
every such use has the potential to be turned 
harmful and, unfortunately, mankind has shown 
a persistent inclination to do exactly that.  Thus, 
the fear of the misuse of future robots is fully 
justified. 
 
Finally, concern about who will control robot 
usage so that societal goals are furthered by 
their usage is a real fear.  I think the most 
pressing danger in this area arises from the use 
of robots to substitute for human labor.  Already 
robots do many of the tasks such as welding on 
the automobile assembly line.  Even much of 
front office work such as maintenance of 
inventory, billing, and tax reporting can be 
automated.  Even tasks that mostly involve 
mental effort may be done more effectively by 
robots.  I could easily be replace by a robot that 
excels at writing about Humanism. 
 
As self-driving cars (and especially trucks) 
replace humans, where do drivers go to earn a 
paycheck?  Even jobs such as those done by 

doctors and lawyers may be more effectively 
done by robots that have instant access to the 
whole of human knowledge via the future 
internet. 
 

Shakey the Robot 
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Clearly, the world even 50 years in the future 
will look substantially different from today.  
How will society ensure that robots make this a 
better world?  Next month, we’ll dig into that 
question and bring Humanism into the big 
picture. 
 

Summary of Our March Speaker 
Joseph Blankholm: The Challenge of 
Being Secular In The United States 

By Robert Bernstein 
 
On March 17, 2018, UCSB Religious Studies 
Professor Joseph Blankholm began his remarks 
to the HSSB by explaining, "I study communities 
like this one… but don't let it creep you out. I am 
one [a humanist], too!" 
 

His research is on "organized non-believers" 
which for some is a contradiction in terms! Non-
believers use many labels: Atheist, agnostic, 
humanist, secular humanist. For a while, the 
term “Bright”was used. 
 
His main focus is on national groups, but he has 
visited local communities in Maryland, New 

Jersey, Washington, DC, Ohio, Wisconsin, 
California and more.  He has studied old groups 
and new groups, some with budgets of millions 
per year and others entirely volunteer efforts. 
 
He did years of ethnographic field work around 
the US including studying ex-Muslims.  Ex-
Muslims are particularly challenging because of 
the persecution and ostracism they face from 
their families and home countries if found to be 
apostates. In the words of one ex-Muslim man 
from Lebanon: “What is left from my culture if 
you take away Islam? The desert?” 
 
Blankholm is interested in how people self-
identify. Especially if they belong to more than 
one minority group. Does an African-American 
humanist identify first as a person of color or as 
a humanist? 
 
He conducted more than 100 interviews with 
leaders of non-believer organizations and their 
members as well as a great deal of fieldwork 
colloquially known as "just hanging out.” 
 
Blankholm developed a database of 
approximately 1,500 local secular groups in the 
US. He was interested in their distribution and 
other characteristics of the counties in which 
these groups are more likely to form.  His 
analysis showed that these groups are most 
likely to form where there are more 
evangelicals! The  database will be used to 
launch a survey. 
 

Joseph Blankholm with boardmember David Echols 
at March HSSB meeting. Photo by Robert Bernstein 

Some of the secular organizations studied by Dr. 
Blankholm. Slide provided by Joseph Blankholm. 
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He offered examples of non-believer 
organizations, complete with their logos. 
 
His talk then focused on three lawsuits by three 
different non-believer groups that 
demonstrated three different ways these groups 
want to be viewed by the law.  In his words: 
"Each suit asks the courts to understand 
nonbelievers in a different way: one group 
wants to avoid being called religious, a second 
wants to be protected as a religious minority, 
and a third wants to be analogized to religion 
without the courts actually calling it religious." 
 
Lawsuit 1: Freedom From Religion Foundation 
(FFRF) vs Lew. 
 
FFRF is the most litigious non-believer group in 
the US. They have nine attorneys on staff. They 
are rapidly expanding, with money coming in 
from the attention they earn winning cases and 
from other sources. In many cases, a warning 
letter is enough. They have form letters that can 
even be filled in by interns for common 
problems. 
 
They have merchandise and billboards and are 
characterized as more “hard line”. Their aim is 
for government to be totally free of religion. 
They sued over the IRS tax code that allows a tax 
exemption for ministers’ housing costs. 
 
The law originally was written in 1921 to benefit 
all employees who have to live in employer-
provided housing. But it was expanded in 1954 
in the same religious fervor that gave us "Under 
God" in the Pledge. The law now gives a housing 
tax exemption for any "Minister of the Gospel" 
even if they live in their own home and not on 
church property. 
 
FFRF gives a housing allowance to their co-
directors Annie Laurie Gaylor and Dan Barker. 
In the legal system they have to establish 
"standing" by demonstrating that they have 
suffered a loss or injury. Federal attorneys 
argued that Gaylor and Barker could be 

considered ministers and needed to apply for 
the exemption to be certain they would be 
denied it.  A judge who ruled in FFRF’s favor said 
this claim was hard to take seriously because it 
was obvious they would be denied if they 
applied. 
 
But the 7th US Circuit Court ruled that they 
would indeed have to apply for the tax 
exemption and be refused to have suffered an 
injury and establish standing. 
 
FFRF decided to apply for the exemption while 
making it clear they were not ministers. They 
were denied the tax break, so they filed a new 
lawsuit. The same judge ruled in FFRF’s favor 
last October, although the 7th Circuit Court is 
likely to overturn this decision, too, after federal 
attorneys appeal the case.  In 2014, the tax break 
was worth an estimated $700 million for 
American ministers. When there is so much at 
stake for religious leaders, it’s hard to be 
optimistic about the eventual outcome of this 
suit. 
 
Lawsuit 2: American Humanist Association 
(AHA) and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
In 2010 AHA and several “Jane and John Doe” 
plaintiffs filed a lawsuit, “Doe v. Acton-
Boxborough Regional School District," 
challenging the Massachusetts law that requires 
daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  That 
pledge was amended in 1954 to include the 
words "Under God." 
 
Many schools lead students in reciting the 
Pledge each morning, though in 1943 the 
Jehovah's Witnesses won a case that made 
recitation voluntary for individuals.  AHA 
argued that when a student decides not to join 
their classmates in recitation, this marginalizes 
the student and can lead to ostracism. 
 
In Blankholm's words, "Unlike FFRF, AHA 
adopted a legal strategy in which it defined itself 
as a non-theistic religious organization that 
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avers a creed." This was strategic because the 
Massachusetts Equal Rights Amendment 
provides extra protection against 
discrimination to any group that has a creed. 
 
The court accepted this "non-religious creed" 
claim by AHA because it accepted humanists as 
a religious minority. But they still ruled against 
AHA saying the pledge "is not a prayer and its 
recitation is not a religious exercise" but rather 
it is "a patriotic exercise." The Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massachusetts accepted the case on 
appeal, but decided against AHA because it said 
they were unable to demonstrate actual injuries 
resulting from not saying the Pledge. The Court 
agreed, however, that the group deserves 
protection and indicated they would be 
receptive to a future suit based on actual injury, 
such as bullying or unequal treatment. 
 
Lawsuit 3: Center For Inquiry (CFI) and Indiana 
Wedding Statute 
 
Indiana law specifies that only judges and clergy 
can "solemnize" a wedding. CFI argued that its 
secular "celebrants" should have the same 
authority as clergy even though they’re secular. 
CFI asked the courts to recognize that it is like a 
religious group but not actually religious. 
 
In this case, a lower court ruled against CFI and 
said this was a contradiction: CFI cannot ask the 
court to consider it like a religious group while 
insisting it is not religious. But the 7th US Circuit 
Court ruled in CFI's favor, deciding that CFI's 
"methods and values play the same role in its 
members’ lives as religious methods and values 
play in the lives of adherents." 
 
Blankholm presented these cases not so much 
for the legal and religious issues themselves, but 
as a way to offer new perspectives on the 
diverse ways an individual or a group can see 
itself as "non-believing". His overall point was 
that non-believers face unusual challenges in 
the U.S. They receive more rights if they 
consider themselves religious, and they 

sometimes have to fight hard to be recognized as 
not religious. These challenges will persist as 
long as the law and the courts consider religion 
special. 
 

LogiCAL-LA 2018 
[HSSB members who attended LogiCal LA 2018 
in February have a few more reports to share on 
their favorite speakers: The Soul Fallacy, Meals 
For Mars & We Are the Paradoxical Ape. –Ed.] 

 
The Soul Fallacy - Julien Musalino 

By David Flattery 
 
Julien Musolino is an 
Associate Proessor at 
Rutgers University 
where he directs the 
Psycholinguistic 
Laboratory and holds 
a dual appointment in 
the Department of 
Psychology and the 
Center for Cognitive 
Science.  His talk, 
presented at LogiCal 
LA 2018, critically examines the assertion that 
“the human soul exists” considering the 
historical paradigm of the soul and 
contemporary scientific understanding of 
physics and neurology. Seventy to eighty 
percent of Americans believe that the soul 
exists; is there any evidence to support this 
belief?  
 
There are three characteristics consistently 
attributed to the sou: 1) it is immaterial, 2) it is 
immortal, and 3) it is psychologically potent in 
that it is the source of human choice and 
behavior.  
 
Long ago, this model of the soul was useful  in 
the absence of current scientific understanding. 
The consilience of evidence from physics and 
neuroscience leads to the conclusion that the 
considerable observations made on both the 
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biochemical processes in the brain and their 
correlation to behavior make it unlikely and 
unnecessary for there to be an undetectable, 
psychologically potent participant. Additionally, 
including an entity such as a soul adds no 
explanatory power to the study of human nature 
and conduct. 
 
The idea of dualism – a good side and an evil side 
to human nature – is also central to the soul 
paradigm. This culturally entrenched model has 
given rise to many of our concepts and practices 
regarding crime, punishment, responsibility, 
and choice.  As an example, many criminal 
justice practices arise from retributivism; the 
idea that offenders are “bad” and they “deserve 
what they get.” 
 
Without the soul paradigm, the nature and the 
existence of free will is challenged.  This 
suggests that consequentialism may be a more 
appropriate basis for responding to criminal or 
socially damaging behavior than retributivism.  
 
Neuroscience is already eroding some aspects of 
criminal responsibility as better understanding 
of the relationships between aberrant behavior 
and brain function, dysfunction, and impairment 
are used to extenuate or even exonerate 
unlawful actions.  Ameliorating or preventing 
the consequences of damaging actions by an 
atypical organism without free will could be a 
more humane and effective future approach for 
society. 
 

Meals for Mars: Space Exploration 
Through Simulations on Earth 

By Diane Krohn 
 
Sian Proctor is a Professor of Geoscience at 
South Mountain Community College in Phoenix, 
AZ.  Although not specifically about skepticism, I 
found it very interesting as it concerned the 
structured approach NASA is using to develop 
viable human occupation on Mars.  
 

The study, the Hawaii Space Exploration Analog 
and Simulation (HI-SEAS) is a research habitat 
on the big island of Hawaii where 6 scientist live 
a simulated Mars life.  They spent 4 months in 
the habitat, a 36-foot diameter geodesic dome 
with 878 ft2 usable space, located at 8000 feet 
altitude.   
 
For this study, the participants did not get to 
choose their crewmates.  Participants were 
selected based on the utility of their research 
proposals. They all met the NASA standard for 
astronauts. As the first crew to live and work in  
the habitat, they had to figure out how to 
organize, manage, and fix things within the close 
quarters of their physical and social 
environment. 
 
Proctor’s specific research study was on food 
strategies for space travel. In space, appetites is 
diminished, pre-packaged food doesn’t taste as 
good, and cooking is not done. The food study 
experimented with actual cooking with pre-
packaged ingredients comprised of 2 days of 
eating packaged prepared foods, and 2 days of 
creatively-cooked food.  Every crew member 
cooked with one another. The food planning had 
to take into account what was available, and 
what would work under the limitations of their 
simulated Mars environment.  There was even 
an online recipe contest with winning recipes 
prepared in the simulator. 
 
Other subjects studied included sleep, fabrics 
and microbial degradation (sweaty clothing and 

HI-SEAS astronaut in Hawaii.  Image from 
Dunyahalleri.com 
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no laundry available!), and exercise.  Boredom is 
a big issue, so they had movie nights, daily 
exercise, meals together, robotic pets, tests and 
paperwork.  They were able to leave the habitat 
but only in a space suit.  Finally, Proctor noted 
that crew dynamics and conflict resolution skills 
are critical to the success of any mission.  
 

Pascal Gagneux: We Are the 
Paradoxical Ape 

By Diane Krohn 
 

Pascal Gagneux is an Associate Professor of 
Pathology and Anthropology at UC San Diego.  
His talk concerned the evolutionary changes 
that allowed for humans to dominate the planet 
over their close relatives, the other great apes.   
 
Most aspects of humans exist in the other apes, 
but there are specific human evolutionary 
changes that differentiate us from the other 
primates.  
 
The primary differentiator is culture: it can 
expand in all directions, it is non-biological, and 
it evolves rapidly.   

 Humans have cultural universalities of 

technology.  These include shelter, 
control of fire, tool-making, weapons, 
containers, weaving, cooking, use of 
levers, and so on.  

 Humans have shared symbols, such as 

personal names, kinship terms, tribes, 
shared rituals and dances, and group 
identity.   

 Humans have language. 

These are all uniquely human customs.  Apes 
have culture, but they do not know it. They can 
communicate, but they have no language, and no 
purposeful teaching between generations or 
other members of the group. 
 
The schedule of life for humans is also very 
different from other primates. In addition to a 
long period of childhood, other primates do not 

have an elderly post-reproductive population, 
but humans naturally do. This allows for 
increased transmission of behavior and 
concepts, imitation, learning, and ideas.   
 
You can hear a version of his talk at the 
American Academy of Arts & Sciences website. 
 
 

Galumphing: Do you value galumphing?  
Apparently coined by Lewis Carroll in 1872 
(Jabberwocky), “galumph” is likely a blend of the 
words “gallop” and “triumph”.  Dictionary.com 
defines it as “to prance about in a self-satisfied 
manner.” 
 
In his book Free Play: Improvisation in Life and 
Art (Penguin Publishing Group; Kindle Edition, 
pp.44-45), author Stephen Nachmanovitch has a 
different take on the definition and value of 
galumphing.  He states: 
 
“Anthropologists have found “galumphing” to be 
one of the prime talents that characterize higher 
life forms. Galumphing is the immaculately 
rambunctious and seemingly inexhaustible play 
- energy apparent in puppies, kittens, children, 
baby baboons — and also in young communities 
and civilizations. Galumphing is the seemingly 
useless elaboration and ornamentation of 
activity. It is profligate, excessive, exaggerated, 
un-economical.  
 
“We galumph when we hop instead of walk, 
when we take the scenic route instead of the 
efficient one, when we play a game whose rules 
demand a limitation of our powers, when we are 
interested in means rather than in ends.  We 
voluntarily create obstacles in our path and then 

https://www.amacad.org/binaries/video/streamPlayer.aspx?i=20910
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enjoy overcoming them. In the higher animals 
and in people, it is of supreme evolutionary 
value.  
 
“Galumphing ensures that we remain on the 
upside of the law of requisite variety. This 
fundamental law of nature states that a system 
intended to handle x amount of information 
must be able to take on at least x different states 
of being.  In photography, for example, if we 
want to capture three levels of light, we need a 
camera with at least three apertures or shutter 
speeds. In music, if we want to transmit three 
kinds of emotion, we need to be able to draw the 
bow or blow our breath or strike the keys with 
at least three kinds of touch — preferably many 
more.  This is what we call “having technique to 
burn” — having more powerful and flexible 
means available to us than we need in any given 
situation…  
 
“A creature that plays is more readily adaptable 
to changing contexts and conditions. Play as free 
improvisation sharpens our capacity to deal 
with a changing world. Humanity, playing 
through our prolific variety of cultural 
adaptations, has spread over the whole globe, 
survived several ice ages, and created 
stupendous artifacts.” 

 

Shout Out to Atheist Republic 
[Ali Rizvi, (HSSB speaker, Spring 2017) 
recommended the podcast “Secular Jihadist for 
Muslim Enlightenment.”  This fascinating podcast 
is co-hosted by Rizvi and Armin Navabi, author of 
“Why There is No God”.  Navabi is also the founder 
of Atheist Republic, an on-line global community 
with 1.8 million Facebook followers which 

provides support to atheists around the world.  
The following article was published in the Atheist 
Republic Newsletter (shared with permission).  
Note how it ties in with Dr. Blankholm’s 
conclusion that non-believer organizations are 
more prevalent in areas with strong religious 
evangelism.  For more information check out the 
Atheist Republic website.] 

 
What's the Point of Identifying as an 

Atheist? 
We often have people tell us that we shouldn't 
label ourselves as "atheists" because atheism is 
lack of belief in god(s) and we should be 
focusing on things we believe rather than things 
we don't. The argument usually goes something 
like this: 
 
"’You don't golf, would you start a group for non-
golfers? Of course not! There are groups for 
golfers but it would be ridiculous to start a 
group for non-golfers! So you shouldn't be 
creating a community centered around 
something you're not, you should focus on the 
things you ARE.” 
 
On the surface this might seem like a valid 
argument. It's true that atheism is no more than 
a lack of belief in god, so should we be focusing 
on a community built around non-belief? Let's 
continue with the golfer metaphor. Let's say that 
one day, golf legend Arnold Palmer looked 

In Recognition of April Fool’s Day: 
“It is easier to fool people than to 
convince them that they have been 
fooled.” 

- Attributed to Mark Twain 

http://www.atheistrepublic.com/
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around him and thought, "I love golf, it enriches 
my life and brings me purpose. The world would 
be a better place if all people were golfers like 
me." 
 
And so, clever Arnold sent out an email to all his 
golfing contemporaries. He outlined his vision 
for world domination of golf. And together, they 
drafted an idea for legislation giving preferential 
treatment to golfers in the private sector, 
including exclusion from paying taxes. The 
golfers also wanted other special 
considerations.  For example, they have holidays 
that celebrate the golf ball and the invention of 
the tee and they shouldn't have to go into work 
on those days because those are sacred golf 
days. 
 
Later, they host a big fundraiser and then they 
get a lobbyist to push their ideas through the 
political process and they win! Over time, they 
get most of what they want. Even though golfers 
are a small percentage of the world population, 
they have now positioned themselves as a 
preferred group. And all the golfers rejoice! 
 
As the golfers gain influence, they become 
disgusted by the way non-golfers dress. These 
golfing heathens don't ever wear plaid or 
sweater vests and their shoes don't even have 
cleats. It's appalling! So they use their vast 
wealth and influence to get more laws passed 
requiring everyone to wear golfing attire. And 
while they're at it, they want to make sure 
people are set on the right path early so they 
create physical education curriculum that only 
includes activities that would favor golf. From 
now on, kids will learn no other sport but golf. 
 
But what about the non-golfers? The people who 
think, "I'm ok with those guys going out on the 
green on a Saturday and playing golf, but I don't 
like golf, it's boring and the rules seem arbitrary 
and the rule book is confusing. Also, their songs 
are atrocious. It doesn't seem fair that I have to 
follow this stupid dress code and pretend to like 

golf just to be sure I don't get passed up for a 
promotion"  

 
What is a non-golfer to do? So they start a non-
golfing group and they call themselves the non-
golfers and soon, everyone who doesn't want to 
golf is called a non-golfer. Some non-golfers 
want to focus on the problems with golf 
curriculum in schools and others want to help 
oppressed non-golfers in places like Florida 
where the golfers have a stronghold. Some hold 
rallies and announce publicly that they don't like 
golf. 
 
They might even start a website and a Facebook 
page and start writing and conversing about the 
issues related to being non-golfers in a world of 
loudmouthed golfers. 
 
Atheism should indeed be the de facto status. It 
should not require a label, or organizations or 
movements. Religion, gods, holy books, etc. are 
all things added. But the dominance of religion 
in the public sphere and the pressure religious 
individuals and organizations put on 
governments, the legal system and educational 
institutions, necessitates the creation of 
communities like Atheist Republic for advocacy, 
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support and education. When the concept of god 
is used in a variety of ways to promote a 
religious agenda, then our lack of belief becomes 
more than disbelief – it becomes a path for 
people to find each other and a connection point 
for shared values. 
 
Many members of the Atheist Republic 
community are looking for effective ways to 
stand together in a fight against the oppression 
that has come on the heels of the spread of 
religion. For example, some have found that 
when it is safe, announcing their atheism 
publicly or to a handful of friends and family can 
do wonders. Many theists are surprised by how 
many atheists they know personally, or even by 
how many are in their own immediate family. 
This might not change their religious beliefs, but 
for many, it can make them more accepting of 
atheists.  
 
Atheism itself is nothing more than non-belief, 
but the Atheist Republic community stands for 
more. Our atheism is merely the starting point 
that brings us together. Not all atheists will 
agree with all our values and goals. Being an 
atheist doesn't mean that you necessarily care 
about worldwide theocratic injustices or the 
spread of superstition and religious oppression. 
But we have discovered that many atheists do, 
and we see value in bringing these people 
together. That view is the driving force behind 
the goals and visions of our community and is 
the foundation upon which the Atheist Republic 
logo was built and what it represents.  
 

Christine Ahn Speaks on Preventing 
War: Crisis & Opportunity with North 

Korea 
By Judy Flattery 

Our January HSSB speaker, Rick Wayman, 
(Nuclear Age Peace Foundation) invited HSSB 
members to attend the 17th Annual Frank K. Kelly 
Lecture on Humanity’s Future featuring Christine 
Ahn, founder and international coordinator of 
Women Cross DMZ, a global movement of 

women mobilizing to end the Korean War by 
marching across the DMZ from the North to 
South Korea.  I attended this lecture at the 
Karpales Manuscript Museum on March 7, 2018. 
 
Ms. Ahn explained that Korea had been united 
for thousands of years.  The current division of 
Korea is an artifact of Japan’s conquest of Korea 
in 1905 and later, its loss in WWII which 
resulted in Korea being “temporarily” divided 
between U.S. influence in the South and Soviet 
Union influence in the north (similar to the 
division of Germany).  The UN got involved in 
1947 (over Soviet objections) and advocated 
free elections in the north and south.  Many 
Koreans saw this as a step toward permanent 
separation rather than reunification which 
resulted in strikes and rebellion.  The Korean 
War ensued.  An armistice was signed in 1953 
followed by a Geneva conference in 1954 which 
failed to result in reunification or a peace treaty 
largely due to the vested interests of non-
Korean participants- a condition which persists. 
 
Ms. Ahn’s point was that Koreans want peaceful 
reunification and that the over-arching geo-
political forces and power struggles among the 
US, China, Russia, Japan and others are keeping 
Korean families apart and inflicting great harm.  
Her organization is committed to generate 
awareness of this situation and the political will 
to get the reunification on the global agenda. 
 
Interestingly, Ms. Ahn’s talk came in the middle 
of arguably the most newsworthy week in 
recent Korean history.  She expressed both her 
excitement and her concern about current 
developments. Here is that week’s chronology: 
March 5: South Korea’s special envoy visited 
North Korea and held talks with Kim Jong-un 
March 6: South Korea’s presidential office 
announced that a summit meeting between the 
two Koreas would be held in late April  
March 7: Ms. Ahn’s talk in Santa Barbara! 
March 8: Senior South Korean official reported 
that Trump agreed to meet Kim Jong-un by May 
to achieve permanent denuclearization.  
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Ms. Ahn urged attendees to support bills in both 
the US House and Senate calling for preventing 
the president from initiating a strike against 
North Korea without Congressional approval.  
Salud Carbajal is a co-sponsor on this bill. 
 
 

 Non-HSSB Events of Interest 
Upcoming Events in California: 

 April 23: Nicholas Kristof:  Building a 
Resilient Community: Turning Adversity 
into Opportunity.  UCSB Arts and 
Lectures. 
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/Detail
s.aspx?PerfNum=3843 
 

 May 19: Dr. Kenneth Miller: The Human 
Instinct – How We Evolved to Have 
Reason, Consciousness, and Free Will.  
Skeptics Society Salon, location at a 
private home in Pasadena. 
https://www.skeptic.com/science-
salon/upcoming/ 

 
Upcoming Events Outside of California:  

 April 24-25: Secular Values Summit, 
2018 Lobby Day, Washington DC, 
Secular Coalition for America.  
www.lobbyday.us (C. Gowing says this is 
a very uplifting & powerful event!) 

 
 May 17-20: American Humanists 

Association 77th Annual Conference, at 
the Flamingo Hotel and Casino, Las 
Vegas.  Speakers and schedule to be 
announced. Las Vegas, NV. 
https://americanhumanist.org/events/a
has-77th-annual-conference/ 
 

 July 15-August 2: Skeptics Society 2018 
Grand Irish Odyssey Geology Tour.  
https://www.skeptic.com/geology_tour
s/2018/Grand-Irish-Odyssey/ 
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HSSB Contact Information 
Officers: 

President: Roger Schlueter, drrogers@cox.net 

Secretary: Suzanne Spillman, 

urbanfollies@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Neal Faught, nfaught@verizon.net 

 

Board Members at Large:  

Wayne Beckman  Diane Krohn 

David Echols Judy Flattery 

Mary Wilk Pat Ward  

Clover Brodhead Gowing   

  

Newsletter Editor & Submission Deadline 

Judy Flattery sbhumanisteditor@gmail.com 
 

Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is 

midnight, the last day of each month. 

 
HSSB meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month at 3:00 pm, (doors open at 2:30pm) usually in 
the Theater Room at Valle Verde, 900 Calle De Los 
Amigos, Santa Barbara.  
 
Note: Parking (with shuttle service) is at the First 
Baptist Church, 949 Veronica Springs Rd., Santa 
Barbara.  No parking at Valle Verde. 
 
More information is available at our web site: 
www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org. At meetings, a 
donation of $2 from members and $5 from non-
members is appreciated. First-time visitors are 
welcome on a complimentary basis. Students are free 
with a Student ID. 
 
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single 
person, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) to become 
a Society Supporter. One may subscribe to our 
newsletter only for an annual fee of $20.  
 
To join HSSB, please send your contact information 
and a check for your membership dues to HSSB, P.O. 
Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary Wilk. 
For membership information contact Mary Wilk at 
mwilk@cox.net.  
 
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772. 
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the 
HSSB website.  

Like us on Facebook  
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HSSB Calendar 
 
 

Tuesday April 17: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 

Saturday April 21: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: John Wathey, The Illusion of God’s Presence,   
Location: Valle Verde Theater, 900 Calle De Los Amigos, Santa Barbara 
 

Tuesday May 15: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday May 19: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Speaker: TBD 
 
Tuesday June 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk.  Members are invited to attend. 
 
Saturday June16: Summer Solstice Picnic Gathering 


