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OCTOBER 2017

October Program

Making the Population
Connection
Please join us for this fascinating presentation.
Heaven Edwards

Heaven Edwards of Population Connection, (formerly known as Zero Population Growth or
ZPG), will describe the connections between population stabilization and many global issues
including sustainable development, conflict prevention, women's empowerment, reproductive
justice and environmental preservation. She will discuss the role that governments, NGOs, and
civil society play in this movement and share a 10 minute film from the Wilson Center that
clarifies what successful family planning programs look like in the developing world.
Attendees will be invited to sign Population Connection's petition for increased funding for
international family planning programs and will also be offered the opportunity to further
share relevant information in their own networks to advance this important work.
When: Saturday October 21, 2017
Time: Meet and Greet at 2:30 pm. Program begins at 3:00 pm.
Donation: $2 members/$5 non-members. Students with ID are free.
Where: Patio Room, Vista del Monte, 3775 Modoc Rd, Santa Barbara, CA 93105
.
Parking: Park only in spaces marked VDM
Optional Buffet Dinner: Dinner buffet at Vista del Monte. $30.00 per person includes tax and
tip. If attending the dinner please RSVP to Cisneynan@gmail.com by noon on Thursday
October 19.
For More Info: Call 805-769-4772 (769-HSSB)
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President’s Column:
Roger Schlueter
The recent vandalism of the Father Junipero
Serra statue at Mission Santa Barbara brought
the ugly specter of racism on display in
Charlottesville to our hometown.
The
Humanist
Society
of
Santa
Barbara
unequivocally denounces this act of intolerance
and would like to take this opportunity to make
our views known to the community.
The Humanist Society of Santa Barbara
advocates the use of reason and logic as a
means of promoting the well-being of people
everywhere. Humanists also believe in social
justice, and deplore racism, sexism, ageism and
intolerance in all its forms.
Attaining racial justice requires that all of us
must recognize both the obvious and the
subtler forms of racism. We must stand up for
fairness when circumstances warrant. For this
reason, we reject the recent statement by
Donald Trump that there was an equivalence
between the white nationalist marchers and
the protestors in Charlottesville and the
defacement of Father Junipero Serra with the
same level of intensity and resolve.
While it’s true that there may have been
violence on both sides of the Charlottesville
confrontation, there can never be any
equivalence between white supremacists and
those who stand against them–just as there was
no equivalence between the Fascists and those
who fought them during WWII. In the same
vein, there is no excuse for vandalism or
violence by those who advocate for current-day
justice for crimes committed against the
indigenous peoples not only in Santa Barbara
but across the country.
Humanists recognize that various forms of
privilege accrue to white Americans in the

United States. Whiteness comes with perks,
although this is not always recognized by those
who benefit from those perks.
For example, white citizens can assume that the
police will protect and defend them in an
emergency. Americans of color, such as the
indigenous peoples, can make no such
assumption. Racial bias in health care
contributes to poor health for racial and ethnic
minorities. Racial bias has been found in
cardiac care, in the treatment of patients who
visit the emergency room, in education, in
employment and in the perception of physical
beauty.
Racism and Humanism are polar opposites. We
Humanists believe that we cannot have a
reasonable and just society if racism, in any
form, is allowed to flourish in the United States.
[Note: This opinion piece has been submitted to
the Independent for publication, if they accept it,
as a Voices column.]
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Summary of September’s Program:
Meeting of the Minds
By Robert Bernstein
A performance of Steve Allen’s Meeting of the
Minds 2017 filled the house for two hours on
Saturday September 16 with a lively, imagined
talk-show format conversation among Dr. Sun
Yat-sen (Ed Lee), Machiavelli (Paul Nay),
Elizabeth
Barrett
Browning
(Meredith
McMinn), Aristotle (William York Hyde) and
host Steve Allen (Tom Mates). The casting and
performances were brilliant.
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Communist Chinese. He credits Christian
missionaries for converting him.
In 1900 Sun thought the Chinese Revolution
would take 30 years. The Russians thought
theirs would take at least 100. In fact they took
just 11 and 17 respectively. Sun emphasized it
takes work and commitment.
China had been dominated by invading Manchu
emperors, European occupiers, and by wicked
traditions that allowed parents to sell their
children into slavery and prostitution.
Ironically, the Europeans brought Western
ideas of science, philosophy and political
thinking that were the seeds of revolution.
Revolution was happening in Russia, Turkey
and Mexico at the same time.

Full house at ‘Meeting of the Minds’
performance. Photo by Robert Bernstein.

Machiavelli joined Sun on stage to discuss
political strategy. Sun found Machiavelli's
cynicism "depressing". And Machiavelli thought
Sun's Utopian idealism led to his loss of power
and failure to fulfill his ideals.
That heated debate was interrupted by the
arrival of poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

’Steve Allen’ (Tom Mates) leads the discussion.
Photo by Marian Shapiro.
Here are some highlights of the conversation:
Sun Yat-sen is a rare revolutionary hero of both
the Communist Chinese and the anti-

‘Machiavelli’ (Paul Nay) and ‘Sun Yat-sen’ (Ed
Lee) discuss political strategy. Photo by Robert
Bernstein.
Elizabeth told of her personal life in a
somewhat detached manner. She explained that
she lived much of her life as an invalid. The 11
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children were raised by nursemaids and
governesses. When her mother died her father
forbid the children to cry. He was extremely
controlling of them and became more so.
Her first illness came from falling from a pony
at age 15. She felt it was God's punishment for
disobeying her father. Sun said the Creator is
not so petty and spiteful. She learned to read at
age three and wrote her first poem at age six.
Her father rewarded her with money which Sun
found strange. But she said it actually
encouraged her.
She loved books and her father had a vast
library. She was restricted to read books on
only one side of the library, but that included
Thomas Paine and Voltaire because her father
neglected to restrict those.

Aristotle explained that Greece was already in
decline when he was born. His father was the
personal physician to King Amyntas II of
Macedonia. The king's son Philip II increased
the power of Macedonia. But Philip's son,
Alexander, was far more famed as a conqueror.

‘Aristotle’ (William York Hyde) explaining
syllogisms. Photo by Robert Bernstein.
Greece was conquered by Macedonia, but
Aristotle was protected by his association to
this ruling family. In fact, Aristotle was
recruited to be Alexander's personal teacher.
Aristotle had mixed feelings about the conquest
of Greece and the success of his pupil.

‘Elizabeth Barrett Browning (Meredith McMinn)
meets Machiavelli (Paul Nay). Photo by Marian
Shapiro.
She was excited to meet Aristotle who was then
introduced. Great thinkers through Darwin and
beyond acknowledged their debt to Aristotle.
The Church misused his authority on scientific
matters, but scholars did not blame Aristotle
for that.
Aristotle was appalled that his writings were
used to retard the exploration of knowledge;
the exact opposite of his intent.

Aristotle's own learning was at Plato's
Academy. He was thrilled to learn from Plato
who in turn had learned from the "immortal"
Socrates. But much of his learning was from the
other famous thinkers at the Academy.
Discussions, not lectures, were the main
learning mode. The key was learning organized
thinking. And key to that is defining terms. The
term "Philosophy" had a much broader
definition at that time and covered all fields of
learning.
Aristotle was eventually forced to leave Athens
due to fighting among the Greek city-states.
This led back to a discussion with Machiavelli
of political power and strategy.

The HSSB Secular Circular -- October 2017
The Medicis had jailed, tortured and exiled
Machiavelli. However, he saw them as his
potential employers and wrote The Prince to
support them in acquiring and retaining power.

Brush with Greatness:
I Met the Real Steve Allen
By Robert Bernstein
I was very fortunate to have a brief meeting
with Steve Allen in November 1998. It was a
birthday party for Ed Asner who was
turning 69 the next day, on November 15.
The host of the party was Office of the
Americas, headed by Blase Bonpane. Blase and
Ed Asner were often mistaken for each other
and each took it as a compliment. Office of the
Americas grew out of the war of terror waged
by Reagan against the people of Central
America in the 1980s.
That war included support for the death squads
in El Salvador who completed missions too
dirty even for the Salvadoran military. It also
included support for the Contra (counterrevolutionary) terrorists who waged war
against the people of Nicaragua. Reagan's CIA
published a detailed torture and sabotage
manual calling for targeting teachers and health
workers to bring down the democratically
elected government of Nicaragua.
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Hundreds of thousands of Americans worked in
solidarity with the people of El Salvador and
Nicaragua. Many traveled to one or the other as
witnesses both to the atrocities and to the good
work happening in both countries. (I was one
who went to Nicaragua to volunteer my
engineering services.)
Ed Asner was one of the more visible
celebrities who tirelessly used his fame to draw
attention to what Reagan and his teams
of terrorists were doing.
Steve Allen showed up for this Office of
the Americas event. I had admired him since I
was a child and Steve Allen had a TV show that
came on when I got home from school. One
of the things that impressed me was how he
wrote and sang original songs on that show.
The 1985 Guinness Book of Records listed him
as the most prolific composer of modern times.
Steve Allen rote more than 8,500 songs in his
lifetime!
I am in awe of anyone who can write even one
song. I was honored to have the chance to ask
him how he did it. He seemed a bit surprised at
my question. He said that writing songs is very
easy. The only hard part is marketing them. For
him, it seemed, creating a song as as natural as
for us to speak or write in prose!
I was also honored that he posed for a photo
with me. That photo was displayed in a
prominent place in my parents' house for ever
after.
[Editor’s note: Steve Allen was the creator of the
Emmy award winning ‘Meeting of the Minds’
television show, which ran on PBS from 19771981, an episode of which HSSB performed at the
September meeting.]

Robert Bernstein & the real Steve Allen in 1998
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Secular Academy’s Critical Thinking
Course Announcement

Non-Belief Relief Supports Those
Impacted by Hurricane Maria

[Editor’s note: One of our board members shared
this item. Sounds like a very interesting,
accessible, and affordable course.]
The Secular Academy has new online classes
at SecularActivism.Org
Dr. Richard Carrier's one-month course
on Critical Thinking in the 21st Century:
Essential Skills Everyone Should Master is
offered during October – $79.
Classes at SecularActivism.Org are accessible
online 24/7, so you can participate at any hour
of the day when you have some time. There's
nothing 'live' to be missed, and you aren’t using
video, just text-based forums. Instructors
respond individually to all questions and love
extended conversations.
The Secular Academy is a project of Partners
for Secular Activism, a 501c3 nonprofit
educational organization started in 2014 by
John Shook, PhD. For several years Dr. Shook
worked with the founder of secular humanism,
Paul Kurtz, to develop online education for the
growing secular community.

Photo courtesy of FFRF.org
Non-Belief Relief, Inc., a humanitarian agency,
created by the board of the Freedom From
Religion Foundation, is supporting the relief
efforts in Puerto Rico on behalf of nonbelievers. In September they announced the
disbursement of almost $100,000, including
relief for victims of Hurricanes Irma and Maria
and of the Mexican earthquake.
Nonbelief Relief seeks to remediate conditions
of human suffering and injustice on a global
scale, whether the result of natural disasters,
human actions or adherence to religious
dogma.
Nonbelief Relief also has a legal purpose: to
challenge the Internal Revenue Service's
discriminatory favoritism of churches and
church charities, which are exempted from
accountability.
All other 501(c)(3) groups, including FFRF and
Nonbelief Relief, must file an annual, detailed
tax return in order to sustain tax-exempt
status. Nonbelief Relief has notified the IRS it
will not file any forms churches or church
charities are exempted from.
Non-Belief Relief tax deductible donations can
be made here.
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If evolution is just a theory,
religion is just an opinion.

Annenberg Center Study Finds 20%
Of Americans Don’t Think Atheists
Have Constitutional Rights
Roughly 20% of Americans don’t know or don’t
think that atheists are protected under the
Constitution.
These are among the findings of a new study by
the University of Pennsylvania’s Annenberg
Public Policy Center, released ahead of the Sept.
17 Constitution Day, which celebrates the
anniversary of the U.S. Constitution’s signing in
1787.
But it isn’t just the constitutional rights of
atheists that Americans are unclear on. Many
Americans are highly misinformed about basic
constitutional provisions, including what the
First Amendment protects and even how the
U.S. government is organized.
Just 26 percent of Americans can name all three
branches of government ― down considerably
from 38 percent in 2011, when APPC first
included this question on the survey.
Thirty-seven percent of respondents were
unable to name any of the rights guaranteed
under the First Amendment. Just under half of
those surveyed named freedom of speech as a
right guaranteed by the First Amendment.
But far fewer could name the other First
Amendment rights. Fifteen percent of
respondents named freedom of religion; 14
percent identified freedom of the press; 10
percent named the right of assembly; and just
three percent said the right to petition the
government.

7

The First Amendment states:
Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
[Excerpted from A Scary Number of Americans
Don’t Think Muslims or Atheists Have
Constitutional Rights, HuffPost article By
Antonia Blumberg, revised 9/19/17]

Turkey Removes Evolution From Its
High School Curriculum
Turkey has removed the concept of evolution
from its high school curriculum, in what critics
fear is the latest attempt by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s government to erode the
country’s secular character.
[As the current school year begins], a chapter
on evolution will no longer appear in ninth
graders’ textbooks because it is considered too
“controversial” an idea, an official announced.
“Our students don’t have the necessary
scientific background and information-based
context needed to comprehend” the debate
about evolution, said the official, Alpaslan
Durmus, the chairman of the Education
Ministry’s Education and Discipline Board,
which decides the curriculum, in a video posted
on the ministry’s website.
The news has deepened concerns among Mr.
Erdogan’s critics that the president, a
conservative Muslim, wants to radically change
the identity of a country that was founded in
1923 along staunchly secular lines.
“The last crumbs of secular scientific education
have been removed,” said Feray Aytekin

8

The HSSB Secular Circular -- October 2017
Aydogan, the head of Egitim-Sen, a union of
secular-minded teachers. Ms. Aydogan also
scoffed at the notion that evolution was too
complex for teenagers to understand.
“Forget high school, you can comfortably
explain it in preschool,” she said in a telephone
interview. “This is one of the basic topics you
need to understand living beings, life and
nature.”
Over the past five years, analysts have noted
how Mr. Erdogan’s government has steadily
increased references to Islam in the curriculum
and removed some references to the ideas of
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, Turkey’s founder. It has
also increased the number of religious schools,
known as imam hatip schools, and spoken of
Mr. Erdogan’s desire to raise “a pious
generation” of young Turks.
Mr. Erdogan has also moved gradually to
reduce restrictions on the wearing of Islamic
dress. In 2011, he removed a ban on head
scarves in universities, and in 2013, scrapped a
similar ban in the civil service. This year, he did
the same for women in the army, an institution
previously regarded as the last bastion of hardline secularism.
For some, these changes simply constitute a
progressive attempt to open up public space
and discourse to the pious sections of the
population that for decades were marginalized
by the country’s secular and military elite.
“It’s not true that Turkey is becoming less
secular,” said Ezgi Yagmur Kucuk, 20, a trainee
anesthetist who does not wear a veil. “Everyone
can believe whatever they like.”
Others, however, see an attempt not just to
promote freedom of religion, but to ensure its
primacy.
According to Kerem Oktem, the
author of “Angry Nation,” a history of
contemporary Turkey, the country is “not

continuing along a process of secularization —
it’s going into a post-secular context.”
Any further attempts to “Islamize” Turkish
society is likely to be met with resistance, Mr.
Oktem said. Despite Mr. Erdogan’s increasing
authoritarianism, roughly half the country still
voted against plans to give him more power in
a recent referendum.
“Most of these people are those who don’t think
religion should have such a central place in
society,” Mr. Oktem said.
He added, “Turkey is still not a deeply Islamic
society, and much of the public visibility of
Islam doesn’t necessarily have a very deep
basis.”
But for Ms. Aydogan, the teachers’ union leader,
the outlook for secularism in the education
sector is already bleak.
Removing evolution from the curriculum, Ms.
Aydogan said, puts Turkey in the same league
as ultraconservative Saudi Arabia, where the
concept is briefly mentioned in the curriculum
but strongly criticized.
[Excerpted from New York Times article by
Patrick Kingsley, Turkey Drops Evolution From
Curriculum, Angering Secularists, 6/24/17]

The HSSB Secular Circular -- October 2017

9

Activities
October Speaker: Heaven Edwards of
Population Connection speaking on the
relationship between the stabilization of the
human population and resolving many current
global issues. Oct 21 at 3pm. Patio Room, Vista
del Monte.

Non-HSSB Events of Interest
Upcoming Events in California:
 October 11: Donald Prothero: UFO’s and
Aliens: What Science Says. Center for
Inquiry West, Los Angeles.
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/la/ev
ents/ufos_and_aliens_what_science_says
_10.1.17/


October 15, 11am-1pm: Documentary
screening: Losing Our Religion, a movie
about clergy people who have moved
beyond faith. Center for Inquiry West,
Los Angeles.
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/la/ev
ents/losing_our_religion_10.15.17/

Upcoming Events Outside of California:


October 26-29: CSI Conference 2017.
Speakers include Richard Dawkins,
James Randi, Lawrence Krauss, Maria
Konnikova, among many others. Las
Vegas, NV.
http://csiconference.org/

“There is something infantile in the
presumption that somebody else has a
responsibility to give your life meaning
and point… The truly adult view, by
contrast, is that our life is as meaningful,
as full and as wonderful as we choose to
make it.”
― Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion

HSSB Contact Information
Officers:
President: Roger Schlueter
drrogers@cox.net
Secretary: Suzanne Spillman
urbanfollies@gmail.com
Treasurer: Neal Faught
nfaught@verizon.net
Board Members at Large:
Wayne Beckman
Diane Krohn
David Echols
Judy Flattery
Mary Wilk
Pat Ward
Clover Brodhead Gowing
Newsletter Editor:
Judy Flattery FLATTEJL@cox.net
Newsletter Deadline:
Deadline for submissions to the Secular Circular is
midnight, the last day of each month.
HSSB meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each
month at 2:30 pm, usually in the Patio Room of Vista
Del Monte, 3775 Modoc Rd., Santa Barbara. More
information is available at our web site:
www.SantaBarbaraHumanists.org. At meetings, a
donation of $2 from members and $5 from nonmembers is appreciated. First-time visitors are
welcome on a complimentary basis. Students are free
with a Student ID.
Annual HSSB membership dues are $36 for a single
person, $60 for a couple, and $100 (or more) to
become a Society Supporter. One may subscribe to
our newsletter only for an annual fee of $20.
To join HSSB, please send your contact information
and a check for your membership dues to HSSB, P.O.
Box 30232, Santa Barbara, CA 93130, Attn: Mary
Wilk. For membership information contact Mary Wilk
at mwilk@cox.net.
For any information about HSSB, call 805-769-4772.
Copies of this and past newsletter are posted on the
HSSB website.
Like us on Facebook

Humanist Society of
Santa Barbara
PO Box 30232
Santa Barbara, CA 93130
ara, CA 93130

HSSB Calendar
Tuesday October 17: Board Meeting: 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members invited to
attend.
Saturday October 21: Monthly Meeting: 3:00 pm. Featuring Heaven Edwards speaking on
Population Dynamics. Patio Room, Vista del Monte, 3775 Modoc Rd., Santa Barbara.
Tuesday November 14: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members invited
to attend.
Saturday November 18: Monthly Meeting 3:00 pm. Featuring Brian Dunning, author,
producer & host of the podcast, Skeptoid, speaking on Miracle or Science: An insider's look
at five religious miracles and the excitement of discovering what actually took place within
historical context.
Tuesday December 12: Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Home of Mary Wilk. Members invited
to attend.
Sunday December 17: Year End Solstice Party: Cody’s Cafe

