
The Montecito Fire Department will conduct property inspections 
starting June 1, 2017. Please ensure that your property meets all 
the requirements.

IS YOUR 
SPACE  
DEFENSIBLE?
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Santa Barbara, CA 93108
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VACANT PARCELS
*  Parcels less than one acre in size: All grasses mowed to less than 4” in height.
*  Parcels one acre or larger in size: Create 30 foot wide fuel breaks around & across the property  
 dividing it into approximately one acre sections. Grasses shall be mowed to less than   
 4” in height.

ROAD CLEARANCE
*  Clear flammable vegetation that extends into  
 roads/driveways on or bordering your property.  
 Horizontal clearance of at least 10 feet & vertical  
 clearance of at least 13 ½ feet is required
*  Cut dry grasses & weeds on all roads/driveways  
 to within 2 inches of the ground.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
*  Remove all dead trees. Dead trees are an extreme fire danger as they allow wildfires to   
 spread more rapidly with quick ignition from embers. If you have dead or dying trees   
 on your property, regardless of the cause, the entire tree needs to be removed to  
 reduce wildfire risk.
*  Residents living near creek beds, watercourses, oak woodlands or riparian areas   
 should be aware of possible environmentally sensitive habitats. 
*  Mow before 10 a.m., but never when it is windy or excessively dry. Lawn mowers, trimmers,  
 chainsaws, grinders, welders, and tractors can all start a wildland fire if used improperly.
*  Protect water quality. Do not clear vegetation near waterways to bare soil. Vegetation   
 removal can cause soil erosion, especially on steep slopes.

Zone 1: 30 feet from buildings, 
decks, & other structures
*  Remove all dead plants, grass & weeds.
*  Remove dead or dry leaves & pine  
 needles from your yard, roof & rain  
 gutters.
*  Trim trees regularly to keep branches a  
 minimum of 10 feet from eves, roofline   
& other trees. Trim the lower branches  
 & limbs to 6 feet above the ground   
 whenever possible.
*  Remove dead branches that hang over  
 your roof & keep branches 10 feet away  
 from your chimney.
*  Relocate exposed woodpiles outside   
 of Zone 1 unless they are completely   
 covered in a fire resistant material.
*  Remove or prune flammable plants &   
 shrubs near windows.
*  Remove vegetation & items that could   
catch fire from around & under decks.
*  Create a separation between trees,   
 shrubs & items that could catch fire,  
 such as patio furniture, swing sets, etc.

Two zones make up the required 
100 feet of defensible space:

Zone 2: 30 to 100 feet from  
buildings & other structures
*  Cut dry grasses & weeds down to a maximum height of 2 inches.
*  Create horizontal spacing between shrubs & trees.
*  Create vertical spacing between grass, shrubs & trees.
*  Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs, bark, cones, & small branches.  
 However, they may be permitted to a depth of 4 inches if erosion control is an issue.

ZONE #1 ZONE #2

The Montecito Fire Department provides complimentary defensible space surveys of your  
property. To schedule a survey, please call (805) 565-8018.
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Defensible Space is your property’s front line defense against wildfire.  
Maintaining defensible space around your home increases your home’s chance of surviving  

a wildfire and improves the safety of firefighters defending your property.  
One hundred feet of defensible space is required by law. 




