
2017 LEMON LAUNCH RULES & FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Objective:  

Participating teams (and individuals) will build a catapult, trebuchet or other lemon throwing 

device for a distance competition.  The landing zone will be approximately 30 yards wide and up 

to 200 yards long.   

  

Requirements  

1. No kits  

2. Must fit in a 4'x8' footprint  

3. Needs to sit on the ground.  Must NOT be staked to the ground or sit on a table  

4. Any source of energy may be used except for: Electrical, human, animal, chemical or nuclear, 

no explosions or compressed gasses   

5. A sling may be used (but not a slingshot)  

6. A triggering mechanism that can be activated from 3' from the device is required  

7. Device must be accurate and adjustable  

8. Device must be safe and controllable.  Participants are responsible for the safety and safe 

operation of their design.  Any devices that appear unsafe will be disqualified  

9. NO EXPLOSIVES of any kind are allowed   

10. No slingshot style devices  

11. Entries must be transported to and from the launch site by their own team   

  

Target:  

The launch site will be at Glen Annie Golf Club Hole 9, located adjacent to the Lemon Launch 

event site.  

  

Scoring:  

Each device will be judged on their best of three (3) launch attempts.  Scoring will be based on 

distance thrown from the device down field, but must remain inside of the sidelines.   

  

Projectile:  

3 lemons of approximately *** size and *** weight will be provided at the launch to each entry.  

  

Q&A  

1. Q: What is a "slingshot style" device?  

a. A: any device that uses elastic bands or similar and a sling to launch (ex. Water balloon 

launcher, etc.)  

2. Q: Why are slingshot style devices not allowed?  

a. A: They are very simple to build and would outdistance almost any other kind of device 

so that any competition involving them would be dominated by.  This is an engineering 

competition and while simple is great we don't want this to just be a line of slingshots.   

3. Q: Why no potato gun devices?  

a. A: Safety.  While potato gun style devices are often used safely their design and material 

construction can lead to catastrophic failure that could be hazardous to bystanders, etc.   



4. Q: What CAN be used?   

a. A: Catapults, trebuchets, mangonel. ballista, spring style launchers, you tell us!  We will 

review any design to make sure it is approved before allowing it at the event, so if you 

have any questions just reach out to the Lemon Launch Team  

  

 


